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6 Landscape and Visual 

List of Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Description 

agl Above ground level 

ABC Argyll & Bute Council 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

GIS Geographic Information System 

GLVIA3 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

HFOV Horizontal Field of View 

km Kilometre 

LCT Landscape Character Type 

LCU Landscape Character Unit 

LDP2 Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2 

LLA Local Landscape Area 

LLTTNP Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

m Metre 

NCR  National Cycle Route 

NSA National Scenic Area 

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4 

SLA Special Landscape Area 

SLQ Special Landscape Quality 

WLA Wild Land Area 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (‘the EIA Report’) presents the 

landscape and visual impact assessment (LVIA) for the Corr Chnoc Wind Farm (hereafter 

referred to as ‘the Proposed Development’). It has been prepared by OPEN, part of SLR 

Consulting Ltd (SLR), directed by James Welch FLI BA Hons, Chartered Landscape Architect 

and Director. OPEN, part of SLR, is a registered practice with the Landscape Institute.  

6.1.2 The LVIA considers the effects of the Proposed Development on the fabric of the Site, on 

landscape character and visual amenity, and on the cumulative effects arising from the 

Proposed Development in-conjunction and in-combination with other wind farms. 

6.1.3 This chapter includes the following sections: 

• Legislation, Policy and Guidance; 

• Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria; 

• Baseline Conditions; 

• Potential Effects and Mitigation;  
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• Assessment of Physical Effects; 

• Assessment of Effects on Landscape Character; 

• Assessment of Visual Effects; and 

• Summary of Effects. 

6.1.4 This LVIA is supported by the following documents: 

• Figures 6.1–6.16 in EIA Report Volume 2; 

• Viewpoint visualisations (Figures 6.17-6.34) in EIA Report Volume 3; 

• Technical Appendix 6.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Methodology; 

and 

• Technical Appendix 6.2: Residential Visual Amenity Assessment.  

6.2 Policy and Guidance 

6.2.1 The following policy and guidance documents have been considered in carrying out this 

assessment: 

• The Scottish Government (2023). ‘National Planning Framework 4’; 

• Argyll and Bute Council (2024). ‘Local Development Plan 2’; 

• Landscape Institute and IEMA (2013). ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment. Third Edition’ (‘GLVIA3’); 

• NatureScot (2017). ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms. Version 2.2’;  

• NatureScot (2021). ‘Guidance - Assessing the cumulative landscape and visual 

impact of onshore wind energy developments’; 

• NatureScot (2017). ‘Siting and Designing of Windfarms in the Landscape: Version 3a’; 

• NatureScot (2018). ‘Guidance for Assessing the Effects on Special Landscape 

Qualities (Working Draft 11)’; 

• Landscape Institute (2019). ‘Technical Guidance Note 2/19 Residential Visual 

Amenity Assessment’; 

• Landscape Institute (2024). ‘Notes and Clarifications on Aspects of Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Third Edition’ (GLVIA3); 

• Landscape Institute (2011). ‘Advice Note 01/11 Photography and Photomontage in 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’; and 

• Landscape Institute (2019). ‘Visual representation of development proposals. 

Technical Guidance Note 06/19’. 

6.3 Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria 

 Scoping Responses and Consultations 

6.3.1 Consultation for this EIA Report topic was undertaken with the organisations shown in Table 

6.1. 
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Table 6.1 Consultation Responses  

Consultee / 
Type and Date 

Summary of Consultation Response Response to Consultee 

NatureScot 

Scoping 

Response 

27 July 2023 

Confirmation given that NatureScot agree 

with the proposed Study Area.  

The Study Area proposed in the 

Scoping Report has formed the 

basis of the LVIA. The Study Area 

is confirmed in Section 6.3.4.   

 Confirmation given that NatureScot is in 

general agreement with the landscape 

character receptors scoped into the LVIA 

in the Applicant’s Scoping Report.   

An assessment of those landscape 

character receptors scoped into the 

LVIA at the Scoping stage is 

included in Section 6.7. 

 Confirmation given that NatureScot is 

content for Wild Land Areas (WLA) to be 

scoped out of the LVIA.  

WLA have been discounted from 

the detailed assessment included in 

the LVIA. 

 “The Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA 

[National Scenic Area], and the Lynn of 

Lorn NSA are to be scoped in as detailed 

in Table 8.2 of the Scoping Report. 

NatureScot AESLQ [Assessing the 

Effects on Special Landscape 

Qualities] draft guidance should be used 

for assessing effects on the special 

qualities of the NSAs.” 

An assessment of both of these 

NSAs has been undertaken in 

accordance with NatureScot’s 

‘Guidance for Assessing the Effects 

on Special Landscape Qualities’ 

(2018) in Section 6.7.3.  

 “Suggest inclusion of viewpoints from the 

Oban-Mull and Oban-Lismore ferry routes 

with the former from a location within the 

Lynn of Lorn NSA. A wireline from Ben 

Starav should also be included to 

understand effects at elevation from 

within the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA.”  

As requested, viewpoints 10, 15, 

and 18 have been included to 

inform an assessment of effects 

from the Oban-Lismore and Oban-

Mull ferry routes and the summit of 

Ben Starav.  

 “The proposed BESS [Battery Energy 

Storage System] should be shown on all 

visualisations within 7km of the site 

boundary.” 

Where visibility of the BESS is 

predicted, it was agreed that the 

BESS should be rendered on 

visualisations produced for 

viewpoints within 7km of the 

proposed BESS location(s). Due to 

landform screening, there is no 

theoretical visibility of the BESS 

from any of these viewpoints, and 

consequently it has not been 

rendered on any of the viewpoint 

visualisations.    

 “Suggest inclusion of a night-time 

visualisation from VP13 to allow 

assessment of effects of turbine lighting 

on the Lynn of Lorn NSA.” 

A night-time visualisation has been 

included from the viewpoint at 

Kilcheran on the Isle of Lismore 

(now Viewpoint 14).  

 “The turbine lighting assessment should 

consider the cumulative effects of lights 

from any other consented or application 

stage schemes if relevant. The proposed 

lighting of any cumulative schemes 

An assessment of night-time 

effects, including cumulative effects, 

is provided in the LVIA in relation to 

various visual receptors in Section 

6.8, where relevant. 
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should also be illustrated on all the night 

time photomontages.” 

 “‘If directional lighting is to be employed 

as a form of mitigation, then it would also 

be useful to include a lighting intensity 

ZTV [Zone of Theoretical Visibility] within 

the assessment (this ZTV should also 

show the boundaries for the Lynn of Lorn 

NSA). Night time ZTV and visualisations 

should be provided in accordance with 

our guidance.” 

A lighting intensity ZTV (Figure 

6.16) has been included in the 

LVIA. 

 “We encourage the Applicant to consider 

the full range of available turbine lighting 

mitigation options. The optimal suite of 

lighting mitigation currently available 

would appear to encompass the 

following:  

- A reduced lighting scheme, in which 

selected turbines (rather than all) are 

fitted with lighting. This  

is noting that an application for a reduced 

lighting scheme can be submitted to the 

Civil Aviation  

Authority for approval;  

- Dimming mitigation, i.e. mitigation that 

would reduce brightness from 2000 cd to 

200 cd when  

meteorological visibility in all directions 

from the turbines is more than 5 km;  

- Directional intensity mitigation as a 

means of reducing intensity when lights 

are viewed at  

elevations less than the horizontal plane; 

and  

- Scope for/ openness towards a ‘suitably 

worded planning condition’ 

encompassing a review  

element to allow for retrospective 

installation/ activation of a transponder-

activated lighting system, should this be 

approved for use in the UK at that time.” 

A reduced lighting scheme, 

including a reduction in the number 

of lights and their brightness, has 

been approved by the Civil Aviation 

Authority. Details of this lighting 

scheme are provided in Section 6.3 

and Technical Appendix 15.2, 

Appendix C.  

 

 

 Confirmation given that NatureScot have 

no comment on the proposed approach 

to cumulative landscape and visual 

assessment.  

The full methodology for the 

cumulative landscape and visual 

assessment is provided in 

Technical Appendix 6.1.  

Argyll and Bute 

Council Scoping 

Response 

No response received. N/A 

Ministry of 

Defence (MOD) 

Scoping 

Response 

“In this case the development falls within 

Low Flying Area 14 (LFA 14), an area 

within which fixed wing aircraft may 

operate as low as 250 feet or 76.2 metres 

Night-time visualisations of the 

Proposed Development from a 

selection of viewpoints illustrating a 
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26 July 2023 above ground level [agl] to conduct low 

level flight training. The addition of 

turbines in this location has the potential 

to introduce a physical obstruction to low 

flying aircraft operating in the area. 

To address the impact up on low flying 

given the location and scale of the 

development, the MOD would require that 

conditions are added to any consent 

issued requiring that the development is 

fitted with aviation safety lighting and that 

sufficient data is submitted to ensure that 

structures can be accurately charted to 

allow deconfliction. 

The development proposed includes wind 

turbine generators and/or meteorological 

mast(s) that exceed a height of 150m agl 

and are therefore subject to the lighting 

requirements set out in the Air Navigation 

Order 2016. In addition to CAA [Civil 

Aviation Authority] requirements, the 

MOD will require the submission, 

approval, and implementation of an 

aviation safety lighting specification that 

details the installation of MOD accredited 

aviation safety lighting.” 

worst-case lighting scenario are 

provided as part of the LVIA.   

 

Aviation matters more broadly are 

addressed in Chapter 15 

‘Aviation’.  

The Scottish 

Government 

Scoping 

Response 

21 September 

2023 

“All tree felling and restocking proposals 

should be given full consideration in 

assessments of landscape and visual 

impacts and be presented in the EIA 

report as a stand-alone chapter.” 

Landscape and visual effects 

associated with any tree felling and 

restocking associated with the 

Proposed Development is 

considered in respect of the 

different receptors in this chapter. 

These landscape and visual effects 

are also illustrated in visualisations 

located within 7km of the proposed 

wind turbines, where they would be 

visible.  

NatureScot E-

mail 

Correspondence 

30 October 

2023 

“We can confirm that NatureScot are 

satisfied with the updated viewpoint 

selection. We have no further comments 

on the viewpoint selection and will leave it 

to Arlene at the Planning Authority to 

provide further comment as necessary.” 

No further comments on the 

viewpoint list were provided by 

Argyll and Bute Council (ABC). The 

viewpoint list shared with 

NatureScot forms the basis of the 

viewpoint assessment provided in 

Section 6.8.1 of the EIA Report. 

NatureScot E-

mail 

Correspondence 

25 June 2024 

“We are content with the proposed list of 

wind farms to be included within the 

cumulative assessment, in addition to a 

study area radius of 45km study and a 

cumulative study area of 20km, along 

with the continued inclusion of the Ben 

Nevis and Glen Coe NSA and the Lynn of 

Lorn NSA as per our Scoping response.” 

The agreed list of cumulative wind 

farms has formed the basis of the 

cumulative assessment in the LVIA. 

Cumulative effects are assessed 

throughout the LVIA in relation to 

each specific landscape and visual 

receptor. 
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 Scope of Assessment 

6.3.2 This assessment covers the construction, operational phase and decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development. The effects associated with the construction phase would be 

temporary in nature, while the effects associated with the operational phase would be 

permanent for the period of the consent. The decommissioning effects would be similar in 

magnitude to the construction effects.  

6.3.3 The Proposed Development comprises twelve turbines with associated infrastructure, 

including access tracks, a control building and substation, borrow pit search areas, and BESS, 

as described in  Chapter 4 ‘Description of Development’. The LVIA is based on a layout 

consisting of 12 turbines of up to 200 metres (m) to blade tip, with a hub height of 119m and 

a rotor diameter of 162m. These dimensions are reflected in the visualisations and evaluated 

in the assessment as this is considered to depict the likely worst-case scenario in relation to 

landscape and visual effects.  

 Elements Scoped Out of Assessment  

6.3.4 On the basis of the desk based and site survey work undertaken, the professional judgement 

of the EIA team, experience from other relevant projects, and policy guidance or standards, 

the following effects have been scoped out of this LVIA, as proposed and agreed through the 

scoping process. 

• Effects on landscape character types lying beyond a 20 kilometre (km) radius of the 

Proposed Development and also where the influence of the Proposed Development 

on the landscape character types would be limited (see Table 6.3); 

• Effects on Wild Land Areas; 

• The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the context of wind farms that 

lie beyond a 20km radius from the Proposed Development turbines; 

• The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the context of scoping stage 

wind farms; and 

• Effects arising from the process of decommissioning since they are of a similar nature 

to construction issues, but of a smaller scale and shorter duration.  However, the 

results of decommissioning (i.e. the removal of the wind turbines) are taken into 

account in assessing on-going and operational effects where appropriate.   

 Study Area  

6.3.5 The initial step in the LVIA is the establishment of the Study Area for the assessment. 

Guidance developed by NatureScot (Visual Representation of Wind Farms Version 2.2, 

February 2017) indicates that an area with a radius of 45km from the nearest turbine is 

appropriate for turbines of the size proposed. This Study Area is shown in Figure 6.1. A Zone 

of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis has therefore been carried out for this area (see 

Figures 6.6a-c and 6.7a-c), as has mapping of landscape character (Figure 6.3), landscape 

related designations (Figure 6.4), and principal visual receptors (Figure 6.5). However, 

following a review of the ZTV for the Proposed Development, it was agreed during Scoping 

that a Detailed Study Area (see Figure 6.6b) with a shorter radius of 20km is appropriate to 

identify any potential significant landscape and visual effects.  

6.3.6 As confirmed by the Scoping Opinion, cumulative effects are assessed with other existing, 

consented and proposed wind farms within a 20km radius Cumulative Study Area. Figure 
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6.12 shows the locations of wind farms within 20km that are operational, under construction, 

consented or proposed, and where the turbines are greater than 50m to blade tip.  

6.3.7 A cut-off date of the 2 July 2024 was applied in respect of the cumulative situation to enable 

the completion of the visualisations and assessment. 

6.3.8 Due to the degree of uncertainty in relation to the progression of the scoping stage sites, and 

also elements of their design, they are not considered in the detailed assessment of 

cumulative effects.   

 Baseline Survey Methodology 

 Desk Study 

6.3.9 The assessment is initiated through a desk study of the Site and the 45km radius Study Area. 

This desk study identifies aspects of the landscape and visual resource that may need to be 

considered in the landscape and visual assessment, including landscape-related planning 

designations (i.e. National Scenic Areas), landscape character typology, Wild Land Areas, 

operational and potential cumulative wind farms, and views from routes (including roads, 

railway lines, National Cycle Routes, long-distance walking routes and recreational sailing 

routes), and settlements.  

6.3.10 The desk study also utilises Geographic Information System (GIS) and Resoft Windfarm 

software to explore the potential visibility of the Proposed Development. The resultant ZTV 

maps and wirelines provide an indication of which landscape and visual receptors are likely 

to be of most relevance in the assessment.  

 Field Survey 

6.3.11 Field surveys are carried out throughout the 45km radius Study Area, although the focus is 

on the areas shown on the ZTV to gain theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

The baseline field survey has four broad stages: 

• A preliminary familiarisation around the Study Area in order to visit the aspects of the 

landscape and visual resource that have been identified through the desk study and 

verify their existence and importance. Important features and characteristics that have 

not become apparent through the desk study are also identified, and particularly 

sensitive receptors are noted in order to inform the design process.  

• A visit around the Site, in order to establish its potential for wind farm development 

and identify the most suitable areas for Proposed Development in landscape and 

visual terms, along with any constraints that may restrict the area available for 

development.  

• Further field survey around the Study Area, concurrent with the design process for the 

Proposed Development, to identify those receptors that are likely to be particularly 

important in the assessment and inform the layout design, possible turbine height, 

and the extent of the Proposed Development.  

• The identification of representative viewpoints to include in the landscape and visual 

assessment, including a wide range of receptors, landscape character, and directions 

and distances from the Proposed Development.  

 Methodology for the Assessment of Effects 
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6.3.12 The significance of the potential effects of the Proposed Development has been classified by 

professional consideration of the sensitivity of the receptor and the magnitude of the potential 

effect. This section summarises the methodology and guidance used to carry out the LVIA, 

which is described in full in Technical Appendix 6.1. 

 Categories of Effects 

6.3.13 The LVIA is intended to determine the effects that the Proposed Development would have on 

the landscape and visual resource.  For the purpose of assessment, the potential effects on 

the landscape and visual resource are grouped into the following five categories:  

• physical effects;  

• effects on landscape character;  

• effects on landscape designations;  

• effects on visual receptors (during daytime and night-time); and  

• cumulative effects. 

 Assessment of Effects 

6.3.14 The broad principles used in the assessment of significance of the various categories of 

effects are the same and are described below. The detailed methodology for the assessment 

of significance does, however, vary, and the specific criteria used are described in Technical 

Appendix 6.1.   

6.3.15 The objective of the assessment of the Proposed Development is to predict the likely 

significant effects on the landscape and visual resource.  In accordance with the EIA 

Regulations the LVIA effects are assessed to be either significant or not significant. The LVIA 

does not define intermediate levels of significance as the EIA Regulations do not provide for 

these.   

6.3.16 The significance of effects is assessed through a combination of two considerations; the 

sensitivity of the landscape receptor or view and the magnitude of change that will result as a 

consequence of the addition of the Proposed Development.   

 Sensitivity 

6.3.17 Sensitivity is an expression of the ability of a landscape or visual receptor to accommodate 

the Proposed Development.  Sensitivity is determined through a combination of the value of 

the receptor and its susceptibility to the Proposed Development.  The factors that determine 

these criteria are described in Technical Appendix 6.1.   

6.3.18 Levels of sensitivity - high, medium-high, medium, medium-low and low - are applied in order 

that the judgement used in the process of assessment is apparent.   

 Magnitude of Change 

6.3.19 Magnitude of change is an expression of the extent of the effect on landscape and visual 

receptors that will result from the introduction of the Proposed Development.  The magnitude 

of change is assessed in terms of a number of variables, including the size and scale of the 

impact and the extent of the affected area. The factors that determine these criteria are 

described in Technical Appendix 6.1.   



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-9 

 

6.3.20 Levels of magnitude of change - high, medium-high, medium, medium-low, low and negligible 

- are applied in order that the judgement used in the process of assessment is apparent.   

  

 Assessment of Significance  

6.3.21 The significance and level of effects are assessed through a combination of the sensitivity of 

the landscape or visual receptor and the magnitude of change that will result from the addition 

of the Proposed Development. While this methodology is not reliant on the use of a matrix to 

determine a significant or not significant effect, a matrix is included in Table 6.2 to illustrate 

how combinations of sensitivity and magnitude of change ratings can give rise to significant 

effects, and the level of those effects in terms of whether they are major, moderate or minor. 

The matrix also gives an understanding of the threshold at which significant effects may arise, 

where a moderate level of effect is assessed.  

Table 6.2 Assessment of Significance Matrix 

 Magnitude of Change 

S
e

n
s

it
iv

it
y
 

 High 
Medium-

High 
Medium Medium-Low Low 

Negligible/ 

No Change 

High 
Major 

Significant 

Major 

Significant 

Major/ 

moderate 

Significant 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate/ 

minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Medium-

High 

Major 

Significant 

Major/ 

moderate 

Significant 

Major/ 

Moderate 

Significant 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate/ 

minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Medium 

Major/ 

moderate 

Significant 

Major/ 

Moderate 

Significant 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate/ 

minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Medium-

Low 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate/ 

minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Negligible 

Not 

Significant 

Low 

Moderate 

Significant or 

Not 

Significant 

Moderate/ 

minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Minor 

Not 

Significant 

Negligible 

Not 

Significant 

Negligible 

Not 

Significant 

 

6.3.22 Effects within the dark grey boxes in the matrix are considered to be significant with either a 

Major or Major/ Moderate level of effect. Effects within the light grey boxes may be significant 

or not significant depending on the specific relevant factors that arise at a particular landscape 

or visual receptor and here the level of effect is Moderate. Effects within the white boxes are 

considered to be not significant at either a Moderate/ Minor, Minor or Negligible level. In 

accordance with GLVIA3, experienced professional judgement is applied to the assessment 

of all effects and reasoned justification is presented in respect of the findings of each case.  

6.3.23 A significant effect occurs where the Proposed Development will provide one of the defining 

influences on a landscape element, landscape character receptor or view.  A not significant 
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effect occurs where the effect of the Proposed Development is not material, and the baseline 

characteristics of the landscape element, landscape character receptor, view or visual 

receptor continue to provide the definitive influence. In this instance, the Proposed 

Development may have an influence but this influence will not be definitive.  

  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.3.24 NatureScot’s ‘Guidance – Assessing the cumulative landscape and visual impact of onshore 

wind energy development’ (2021) is widely used across Scotland to inform the specific 

assessment of the cumulative effects of wind farms. This guidance provides the basis for the 

methodology for the cumulative assessment.  The Guidance notes that:- 

“The purpose of a Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (CLVIA) is to 

describe, visually represent and assess the ways in which a proposed wind farm would have 

additional impacts when considered with other consented or proposed wind farms. It should 

identify the significant cumulative impacts arising from the proposed wind farm.” 

6.3.25 The outcome of the above process is the identification of any significant cumulative effects 

that may arise from the addition of the Proposed Development to the cumulative situation, in 

accordance with NatureScot (2021) Guidance, which states that the cumulative assessment 

should “focus on the likely significant impacts and those which are likely to influence the 

outcome of the consenting process”.  

6.3.26 In relation to the significance of cumulative landscape effects, GLVIA3 notes (paragraph 7.28) 

that:-  

“the most significant cumulative landscape effects are likely to be those that would give rise 

to changes in the landscape character of the study area of such an extent as to have major 

effects on its key characteristics and even, in some cases, to transform it into a different 

landscape type. This may be the case where the project being considered itself tips the 

balance through its additional effects.”  

6.3.27 GLVIA3 (paragraph 7.38) goes on to state the following in relation to the significance of 

cumulative visual effects: 

“Higher levels of significance may arise from cumulative visual effects related to: 

• developments that are in closer proximity to the main project and are clearly visible 

together in views from the elected viewpoints;  

• developments that are highly inter-visible, with overlapping ZTVs – even though the 

individual developments may be at some distance from the main project and from 

individual viewpoints, and when viewed individually not particularly significant, the 

overall combined cumulative effect on a viewer at a particular viewpoint may be more 

significant.”  

6.3.28 The methodology used in the assessment of cumulative effects differs in some respects from 

that used in the rest of the assessment and is described in Technical Appendix 6.1. It is 

important to remember that the objective of the cumulative assessment is different from the 

assessment of effects of the Proposed Development itself; in the cumulative assessment, the 

intention is to establish whether or not the addition of the Proposed Development to various 

scenarios of other relevant operational (and under-construction), consented  and application 

stage wind farms may lead to wind farm development becoming a prevailing characteristic of 
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a view. Significant cumulative effects will arise where a ‘wind farm landscape’ is apparent in 

a view as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development to other existing or proposed 

wind farms, so that the Proposed Development results in wind turbines becoming sufficiently 

prolific that they become a prevailing or key visual characteristic.  

6.3.29 It should be noted that if the Proposed Development itself is assessed to have a significant 

effect, it does not necessarily follow that the cumulative effect will also be significant.  

 Nature of Effects  

6.3.30 The ‘nature of effects’ relates to whether the effects of the Proposed Development are 

positive/beneficial or negative/adverse. Guidance provided in GLVIA3 states that “…thought 

must be given to whether the likely significant landscape and visual effects are judged to be 

positive (beneficial) or negative (adverse) in their consequences for landscape or for views 

and visual amenity…” (para. 3.22) but does not provide an indication as to how that may be 

established in practice. The nature of effect is therefore one that requires interpretation and 

reasoned professional opinion.  

6.3.31 In relation to many forms of development, the EIA will identify beneficial and adverse effects 

under the term ‘nature of effect’. The landscape and visual effects of wind farms are difficult 

to categorise in either of these brackets as, unlike other disciplines, there are no definitive 

criteria by which these effects can be measured as being categorically beneficial or adverse. 

For example, in disciplines such as noise or ecology it is possible to identify the nature of the 

effect of a wind farm by objectively quantifying its effect and assessing the nature of that effect 

in prescriptive terms. However, this is not the case with landscape and visual effects, where 

the approach combines quantitative and qualitative assessment.  

6.3.32 In this assessment, beneficial, neutral and adverse effects are defined as follows:  

• Beneficial effects contribute to the landscape and visual resource through the 

enhancement of desirable characteristics or the introduction of new, beneficial 

attributes. The removal of undesirable existing elements or characteristics can also be 

beneficial, as can their replacement with more appropriate components;   

• Neutral effects occur where the Proposed Development neither contributes to nor 

detracts from the landscape and visual resource and is accommodated with neither 

beneficial nor adverse effects, or where the effects are so limited that the change is 

hardly noticeable. A change to the landscape and visual resource is not considered to 

be adverse simply because it constitutes an alteration to the existing situation; and 

• Adverse effects are those that detract from or weaken the landscape and visual 

resource through the introduction of elements that contrast, in a detrimental way, with 

the existing characteristics of the landscape and visual resource, or through the 

removal of elements that are key in its characterisation. 

 Duration and Reversibility of Effects  

6.3.33 The effects of the Proposed Development are of variable duration, and are assessed as short-

term or long-term, and permanent or reversible. The construction effects including the 

construction compound, machinery, ground modifications, materials and cranes.  

6.3.34 It is proposed that the operational life of the Proposed Development will be 50 years. The 

turbines, site access tracks and control building, substation and battery storage compound 
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would be apparent during this time, and these effects are assessed as if permanent although 

they would also be largely reversible if required.  

6.3.35 Other infrastructure and operations such as the construction processes and plant (including 

tall cranes for turbine erection) and construction and storage compounds would be apparent 

only during the (approximately 9-12 months) initial construction period of the Proposed 

Development and are considered to be short-term effects. The tall cranes would be apparent 

intermittently and over a shorter duration. Borrow pit excavation would also be short-term as 

borrow pits would be restored at the end of the construction process, although a permanently 

altered ground profile may remain evident.   

6.3.36 The reversibility of effects is variable. The most apparent effects on the landscape and visual 

resource, which arise from the presence and movement of the turbines, are reversible as the 

turbines would be removed on decommissioning. The effects of the tall cranes and heavy 

machinery used during the construction and decommissioning periods are also reversible.  

6.3.37 It is anticipated that access tracks would remain at decommissioning. Turbine foundations 

and underground cabling would be left in-situ below ground with no residual landscape and 

visual effects.   

6.3.38 In order to avoid repetition, the duration and reversibility of effects are not reiterated 

throughout the assessment. 

 Graphic Production 

6.3.39 The written LVIA is accompanied by a set of graphics contained in EIA Report Volume 3. 

Reference is made throughout the written text to these graphics, as they are an integral part 

of the overall assessment and of importance in illustrating specific matters. They should be 

viewed in accompaniment to the written text. 

6.3.40 The graphics can be divided into two categories; maps and visualisations. The maps are 

based on the 45km Study Area around the Proposed Development and present data of 

relevance to the assessment, such as the location and extent of landscape designations and 

Wild Land Areas. ZTV maps are also included. These digitally calculate the extent and level 

of theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development across a given area, using Ordnance 

Survey Terrain 5 mapping as the basis for the calculations. As this terrain model is based only 

on the ‘bare earth’, it does not take account of potential screening by vegetation or buildings, 

and this is why it is referred to as theoretical and not actual visibility. Additionally, lighting 

intensity ZTV maps show the reduction in lighting intensity that may be achieved through 

mitigation (e.g. design of the light fitting) and the degree of negative vertical angle of view 

from the light in relation to landform (further details are provided in Technical Appendix 6.1). 

6.3.41 The visualisations are based on the 18 viewpoint locations which are representative of the 

visual amenity of visual receptors in the area surrounding the Proposed Development. These 

viewpoints have been agreed with NatureScot. For each viewpoint there is baseline 

photography, and wirelines of the Proposed Development and the ‘bare earth’ landform for 

the same extent as shown in the photography. In accordance with NatureScot’s visualisation 

guidance, the viewpoints also have accompanying photomontages. These use the baseline 

photography and add onto this a computer-generated model of the Proposed Development. 

Where aviation lighting is illustrated, the position of visible aviation lighting on each turbine is 

indicated on the wirelines for each viewpoint by way of a black dot shown on the turbine 

nacelle. More detailed information on graphic production is included in the Assessment 

Methodology in Technical Appendix 6.1.  
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6.3.42 Where OPEN has considered that the Proposed Development infrastructure, including access 

tracks, control room, and borrow pits, and any forestry felling has the potential to contribute 

to a significant effect, these features have been rendered on to the photomontage for 

viewpoints located within a 7km radius of the Proposed Development. Based on a review of 

landform and vegetation screening, only the access tracks and access track corridor have 

been rendered on Viewpoints 2 and 3, with all other infrastructure not visible from the closest 

viewpoints within 7km of the Proposed Development.  

  

 Night-time Assessment  

6.3.43 The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) requires that 'en-route obstacles' at or above 150 m above 

ground level are lit with visible lighting to assist their detection by aircraft. As the turbines in 

the Proposed Development are more than 150 m to tip height there is a requirement for the 

turbines to display medium intensity ‘steady’ red aviation lights at night. These would ordinarily 

be fitted to all Proposed Development turbines, but the Applicant has agreed a reduced 

aviation lighting scheme with the CAA, where lights will be displayed at agreed positions on a 

reduced number of turbines (see Chapter 15: Aviation). Further information relating to the  

specification of the ‘Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme’ is provided later in this 

section.  

6.3.44 The actual effect/perception of visible aviation lights at the Proposed Development would be 

dependent on a range of factors, including the distance of the viewer from the Proposed 

Development, the model and intensity of lights used, the clarity of atmospheric visibility and 

the degree of negative vertical angle of view from the light to the receptor. For this visual 

assessment, a worst-case approach is applied which considers the effects of both 2,000 

candela (cd) lights and 200 cd lights during periods of clear visibility. It should be noted 

however, that as the required medium intensity lights need only be used to their optimum 

output or intensity during periods of poor visibility, that 2,000 cd lighting represents a worst-

case position, as it is unlikely to be experienced at that maximum illumination level. Similarly, 

200 cd is unlikely to be experienced by observers at locations lower than the turbine nacelle 

heights due to the reduction in light intensity at negative elevation angles that can be achieved 

through selection of specific lights with embedded mitigation. 

6.3.45 The visual assessment of turbine lighting is intended to determine the likely effects that the 

Proposed Development would have on the visual resource e.g. it is an assessment of the 

effects of visible aviation lighting on views experienced by people at night. The assessment 

of visible lighting is a visual, or perceptual, effect because the lighting would not be activated 

at times when there is a clear appreciation of landscape character, during daylight hours, and 

would not affect the physical pattern of elements that constitutes landscape character. The 

assessment of effects of visible aviation lighting therefore focusses on viewpoints and visual 

receptors and does not apply to landscape character assessment. Technical Appendix 6.1 

describes the detailed methodology used to assess night-time effects.  

6.3.46 In summary, the following assumptions have been made in relation to the assessment of 

effects of visible lighting: 

• the CAA requires that all obstacles at or above 150 m agl are fitted with visible lighting 

and in the case of wind turbines, the lights should be located on the nacelle;  
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• the 2,000 cd medium intensity lights may be dimmed to 10% of their minimum 

operational output, or 200 cd, if visibility is greater than 5km, i.e., in moderate to 

excellent or ‘clear’ visibility;  

• in accordance with CAA requirements the lights would be switched on 30 minutes 

after official sunset and switched off again 30 minutes before sunrise;  

• the CAA requires that a secondary light is fitted for use only when the primary light 

fails, and these would not be lit concurrently;  

• the steady red medium intensity lighting fixed to the top of the nacelles may appear to 

flicker on and off with blade rotation when the turbine blades pass between the lights 

and the observer, dependent on wind direction and the position of the observer. 

• the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme for night-time effects includes the 

following parameters: 

o only Turbines 2, 6, 8, 10, 13, 14, and 18 would have medium intensity visible red 

lights mounted on the nacelle;  

o no mid-tower low intensity lights are required; and 

o 2,000 cd and 200 cd intensity lights representing two worst-case situations: 

2,000 cd represents the maximum intensity possible; 200 cd represents the 

maximum intensity that would be used when visibility exceeds 5km. 

 Assessment Limitations 

6.3.47 Photographs and other graphic material such as wirelines and photomontages used in the 

assessment are for illustrative purposes only and, whilst useful tools in the assessment, are 

not considered to be completely representative of what will be apparent to the human eye. 

The assessment itself is carried out from observations in the field and therefore may include 

elements that are not visible in the photographs.  

 Zone of Theoretical Visibility  

6.3.48 There are limitations in the theoretical production of ZTVs, and these should be borne in mind 

in their consideration and use: 

• A Digital Terrain Model (DTM) based on Ordnance Survey (OS) Terrain 5 has been 

used to generate the ZTVs within the Study Area. The analysis is based on visibility at 

points on a 5m grid and does not take into account local, small-scale landform 

changes in analysing theoretical visibility; 

• The ZTVs illustrate the ‘bare ground’ situation, and do not take into account the 

screening effects of vegetation, buildings, or other local features that may prevent or 

reduce visibility;  

• The ZTVs do not indicate the reduction in visibility that occurs with increased distance 

from the Proposed Development.  The nature of what is visible from 3km away will 

differ markedly from what is visible from 10km away, although both are indicated on 

the ZTVs as having the same level of visibility; and  

• It is important to remember that there is a wide range of variation within the visibility 

shown on the ZTV.  For example, an area shown on the blade tip ZTV as having 
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visibility of all of the turbines may gain views of the smallest extremity of blade tips, or 

of full turbines.  This can make a considerable difference in the effects of the 

Proposed Development on that area.  

6.3.49 These limitations mean that while the ZTVs are used as a starting point in the assessment, 

providing an indication of where the Proposed Development will theoretically be visible and 

where there would be no visibility, the information drawn from the ZTVs is not completely 

relied upon to accurately represent visibility of the Proposed Development. 

 Visualisations 

6.3.50 Limitations associated with the visualisations are set out in full in Technical Appendix 6.1 

and summarised here. 

6.3.51 The visualisations are based on theoretical visibility from 1.5 m agl. There are limitations in 

these theoretical productions, and these should be borne in mind in the consideration and use 

of the wireline images. Firstly, the wireline illustrates the ‘bare ground’ situation, not taking 

into account the screening effects of vegetation, buildings, or other local features that may 

prevent or reduce visibility. Secondly, the wireline is based on OS Terrain 5 DTM, so there 

may be local, small-scale landform variations that are not reflected in the wireline but may 

alter the actual visibility of the Proposed Development, either by screening theoretical visibility 

or revealing parts of the Proposed Development that are not theoretically visible. Thirdly, 

planning conditions are likely to allow the locations of the turbines to be horizontally micro-

sited to a small degree and the levels of the turbine bases have not yet been established in 

detail as this will be determined through site investigations and detailed engineering design. 

Both of these factors may alter the base and therefore the tip heights of the turbines above 

ground level from those that are assumed in the assessment and shown in Figures 6.17-

6.34. Such variation may also affect ZTVs. 

6.3.52 Where descriptions within the assessment identify the numbers of turbines visible this refers 

to the theoretical illustrations generated and therefore the reality may differ to a degree from 

these impressions. These factors are unlikely to make a material difference to the outcome of 

the assessment. 

6.3.53 Not all areas of the Study Area are publicly accessible, and this has limited the specific 

assessment of views from residential and other properties, for example. Notwithstanding 

these limitations, the assessors consider that there is sufficient information available, from 

publicly accessible viewpoints, to form a competent assessment of the likely landscape and 

visual amenity effects.  

 Embedded Mitigation  

6.3.54 Embedded mitigation, relevant to the LVIA, relates to site selection and the iterative design of 

the layout. Further details in relation to the iterative design process are provided in the Design 

Statement and Chapter 3 ‘Alternatives and Design Evolution’.  

6.3.55 There is very limited opportunity to mitigate landscape and visual effects outwith standard 

mitigation measures undertaken in the iterative design process. There is, therefore, no 

additional mitigation to be considered in the LVIA.  

6.3.56 Residual effects are those effects which remain after mitigation. The residual effects that the 

Proposed Development will have on landscape and visual receptors are assessed in 

Sections 6.6 to 6.8. These are categorised into physical effects, effects on landscape 

character, effects on landscape designations, effects on viewpoints, effects on principal visual 
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receptors, and cumulative effects. These are considered at the three main stages of the 

project, namely, construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning. 

6.4 Baseline Conditions 

6.4.1 The baseline section of the LVIA records the existing conditions of the Study Area.  

Establishing a baseline helps to gain an understanding of what makes the landscape 

distinctive and what its important components or characteristics are.  The baseline is 

instrumental in the identification of the landscape character receptors, visual receptors and 

viewpoints that are included in the assessment. This section is presented under the following 

headings: 

• Site Context; 

• Landscape Character; 

• Landscape Planning Designations; 

• Wild Land Areas; 

• Principal Visual Receptors;  

• Viewpoints; and  

• Cumulative Wind Farm Developments. 

 Site Context 

6.4.2 The Site lies approximately 1km east of the scattered settlement of Barran/Kilmore, 

approximately 5km southeast of the centre of the coastal town of Oban, 5km south of the 

village of Connel at the entrance to Loch Awe, and 5km southwest of the village of Taynuilt. 

More specifically, it covers a knolly area of the Craggy Uplands that undulates between 140m 

and 280m above ordnance datum (AOD) to the south of Glen Lonan, to the northwest of Beinn 

Ghlas and Sgorr Mhor, to the northeast of Glen Feochan, and to the east of Loch Nell. The 

area is incised frequently by burns that predominantly drain to the northwest into the River 

Lonan and Loch Nell, while a number of small lochans are located around the edges of the 

Site. 

6.4.3 Glen Lonan spans the local landscape to the north of the Site in an east to west orientation. 

The glen is relatively small in scale with steep, irregular slopes, which are often covered by 

areas of broadleaf woodland and conifer plantation. The valley floor generally consists of 

rough grazing land either side of the relatively indistinct River Lonan, with evidence of small-

scale settlement occurring at 1-2km intervals along its length. The slopes of Glen Feochan to 

the southwest of the Proposed Development are slightly steeper and more intensively covered 

by plantation forestry, but the valley floor also possesses historic evidence of settlement with 

few existing dwellings. 

6.4.4 The higher elevation of Beinn Ghlas (512m AOD) to the southeast of the Proposed 

Development provides a containing influence, while the more distant arc of hills located to the 

south and east of Loch Scammerdale, which includes Beinn Chapull and Carn Dearg, limit 

the Site’s association with landscapes further south. Conversely, the lower elevations of the 

landscape to the west and north of the Proposed Development means that parts of the Site 

have an association with these lowland landscapes. 

6.4.5 The existing Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is located approximately 3km to the east of the Proposed 

Development, but there is natural separation between the two sites due to the intervening 
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landform of Beinn Ghlas. The operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is located slightly further 

away, approximately 5km distant to the southeast of the Proposed Development, with similar 

containment provided by the intervening landform of Beinn Dearg. 

 Landscape Character 

6.4.6 Landscape character information produced by or prepared on behalf of NatureScot forms the 

basis of the characterisation of the Study Area. In early 2019, NatureScot published an update 

to the characterisation of Scotland’s landscape as a digital resource (‘the NatureScot LCA’). 

The information builds on the characterisation studies published in the 1990’s. NatureScot 

describe the recent publication as now superseding the 1990s landscape character 

descriptions and mapping. In summary, landscape character information has been drawn from 

the following source:   

• NatureScot. (2019) ‘National Landscape Character Assessment Map and 

Descriptions’. 

6.4.7 In relation to the NatureScot LCA, NatureScot state that “Where there are topic-specific 

landscape capacity or sensitivity studies, they would take precedence for informing that 

development type, e.g. wind farms” (NatureScot, 2023).  

6.4.8 ABC have published a landscape capacity study which provides analysis in relation to the 

ability of the host landscape to accommodate wind energy development. The most up to date 

version of this capacity study is as follows: 

• Carol Anderson Landscape Associates (2017) ‘Argyll and Bute Landscape Wind 

Energy Capacity Study’. 

6.4.9 As a consequence of its age, parts of the Study, for example in relation to the scale of turbines, 

are of less relevance now than they were at the time of publication. 

6.4.10 The NatureScot LCA and the Council’s Landscape Wind Energy Capacity Study (‘the 

LWECS’), divide the landscape into areas of distinctive character which are generally referred 

to as landscape character types (LCTs). The LCTs referred to in the NatureScot LCA that 

cover the Study Area are shown in Figure 6.3a to a 45km radius and are shown in relation to 

the blade tip ZTV in Figure 6.9a-b. Many of these LCTs are extensive, sometimes covering 

several areas that are geographically separate, and the effects of the Proposed Development 

can vary widely across a single LCT.   

 Landscape Character of the Study Area  

6.4.11 The Study Area covers a radius of 45km from the Proposed Development as shown in Figure 

6.1. It covers the southwestern extents of the Scottish Highlands, extending from Glen Coe 

and Glen Tarbert in the north down to Knapdale and Cowal in the south, and from the Isle of 

Mull in the west to the Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park in the east. It extends 

out across Loch Linnhe and the Firth of Lorn to include the Morvern peninsula, as well as the 

small islands of Lismore, Kerrera, Luing and Scarba, the Isle of Mull and the northern end of 

the Isle of Jura. From these areas, views open up southeast, east and northeast, across the 

water. In these often distant views, the coastal edges and upland skylines of the mainland 

become a notable feature. Conversely, views from the mainland coast are orientated out 

towards the islands, with eastern views of the hinterland often forming less of a draw. 

6.4.12 The mainland is characterised by a combination of mountains, hills, glens and lochs. The 

mountain ranges occur to the north and east of the Study Area. The southern section of Loch 
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Etive (between Falls of Lora and Airds Bay) and the Pass of Brander mark the transition 

between the lower Craggy Uplands, where the Proposed Development is situated, and the 

High Tops, which extend from Ben Cruachan into the southern hills of Glen Coe. These hills 

include Ben Starav and Beinn Trilleachan which sit either side of the upper reaches of Loch 

Etive. This area is identified as a National Scenic Area (NSA) on account of its rugged and 

remote character. 

6.4.13 The High Tops extend round to the east of the Study Area, where the distinct summit of Ben 

Lui forms a prominent feature. To the south of this, a group of High Tops (Arrochar Alps), 

which include Beinn Ime and The Cobbler, enclose the iconic Rest and be Thankful pass. The 

hills across the remainder of the Study Area are typically lower and less dramatic. They are 

characterised by much broader extents of forestry plantation, which presents a more modified 

appearance to the landscape. The hills are generally more rounded in profile and collectively 

form low and level ridges around the lochs and glens. 

6.4.14 The three most relevant lochs in the Study Area are Loch Etive to the north, Loch Awe to the 

southeast, and Loch Fyne to the distant southeast. Loch Awe is a largely undeveloped loch 

with small scale development set along the minor roads close to its shoreline. It is often 

enclosed by coniferous forestry or deciduous woodland which add to the insular character. 

Loch Fyne is a larger sea-loch and has a more developed character largely owing to the 

presence of the A83 (Argyll Coastal Route) and the larger rural settlements which have 

established along its route. Loch Etive comprises a mix of the two, with the northern part, 

which extends into the High Tops, appearing wild and remote with very little development 

evident, and the southern part influenced by the A85 and associated small settlements which 

occur along its route. 

 Landscape Character of the Site 

6.4.15 The Site is located within a unit of ‘Craggy Upland – Argyll’ LCT (40), as identified in the 

NatureScot LCA GIS dataset and as shown in Figure 6.3a. This host landscape unit forms an 

irregular upland plateau lying between Loch Awe and the craggy Argyll coastline, and to the 

south of the impressive landforms of the Rugged Mountains (High Tops) LCT.   

6.4.16 The NatureScot LCA describes the broader characteristics of the Craggy Upland – Argyll LCT 

as follows: 

• “Upland moor with irregular, rather amorphous landform.  

• Rounded knolls, rock outcrops and numerous lochs in low-lying hollows and glens.  

• Open moorland predominates, but extensive conifer plantations camouflage the 

landscape pattern in some areas.  

• Oak-birch woodland on lower slopes.  

• Stone walls enclose an irregular patchwork of pastures within glens on margins of 

moorland.  

• Isolated farmsteads and small villages in sheltered sites within glens.  

• Numerous archaeological remains, often concentrated on rounded knolls on lower 

slopes.  

• Historic intricate, irregular landscape pattern in glens.” 
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6.4.17 ABC’s LWECS divides the NatureScot LCT unit further into two different sub-types: areas of 

‘Craggy Upland (7)’ LCT and ‘Craggy Upland with Settled Glens (7a)’ LCT. The Proposed 

Development is predominantly located within a unit of Craggy Upland (7) LCT, with the 

exception of the northern sections of the access track and T4 which are situated within a unit 

of ‘Craggy Upland with Settled Glens (7a)’ LCT.  

6.4.18 The Assessment of Effects on Landscape Character in Section 6.7 considers the direct and 

indirect effect of the Proposed Development on the Craggy Upland (7) and Craggy Upland 

with Settled Glens (7a) LCTs. Indirect effects on other LCT units are addressed in further 

detail in the following section.  

 Preliminary Assessment of LCTs  

6.4.19 The landscape assessment considers the effect of the Proposed Development on the LCTs 

within the Site and the surrounding area. The LCTs found in the Detailed Study Area are 

mapped and labelled in Figure 6.3b, and shown together with the ZTV in Figures 6.9a-b. For 

the purposes of this assessment, the LCT boundaries identified in the LWECS are used to 

define the different landscape receptors, rather than those identified in the NatureScot LCA. 

The two sets of boundaries are relatively similar, such that the published characteristics of the 

NatureScot LCTs are broadly applicable to the LWECS LCTs, but on occasion there are subtle 

differences on a local level.  

6.4.20 In order to enable a detailed assessment to be undertaken that focuses on identifying 

significant effects, some LCTs in the Detailed Study Area are split by the assessor into a 

number of Landscape Character Units (LCUs) (see Figure 6.3b). LCTs and specific LCUs 

that are predicted to experience theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development are 

described in Table 6.3, along with an initial assessment as to whether they are likely to incur 

significant effects and, therefore whether they require to be included in the detailed 

assessment in Section 6.7. 

Table 6.3 Preliminary Assessment of LWECS LCTs within the Detailed Study Area 

Landscape 
Character 
Type / Unit 

Subject to theoretical visibility? 
Needs detailed assessment within 

LVIA? 

2 High Tops / 

Ben Cruachan 

Theoretical visibility is limited to a 

concentrated high level patch on 

southwest edge at distances greater 

than 10km with majority of LCU 

largely unaffected. 

Yes – despite the limited extent of 

visibility, the relative proximity combined 

with the orientation of southwest facing 

slopes towards the Site means there is 

potential for significant effects to arise. 

2 High Tops / 

Beinn Bhreac 

Majority of LCU unaffected with 

visibility occurring as small patches 

on upper south-facing slopes at 

distances greater than 9km. 

Yes – despite limited extent of visibility, 

the southward orientation of the landform, 

towards the Site, increases the 

association and means there is potential 

for a significant effect to arise. 

2a Mull High 

Tops 

Theoretical visibility is predicted 

across east-facing slopes at distances 

of over 18km from the Proposed 

Development.  

No – while there is fairly extensive 

visibility predicted, the LCU has a 

relatively weak association with the 

Proposed Development due to the 

strength of the intervening landscapes, 

which comprise Loch Don, the Firth of 

Lorn, and the island of Kerrera. The 

Proposed Development will encompass a 

small part of the expansive backdrop to 

these landscapes, and as such it is 
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Landscape 
Character 
Type / Unit 

Subject to theoretical visibility? 
Needs detailed assessment within 

LVIA? 

considered that significant effects would 

be unlikely to arise.   

4 Mountain 

Glens / Glen 

Creran 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

4 Mountain 

Glens / Glen 

Awe 

There is widespread theoretical 

visibility predicted across the northern 

half of this small LCU, which 

encompasses the village of Taynuilt, 

at distances greater than 8km.  

No – large parts of the LCU possess a 

sense of enclosure, and given the 

existing distant influence of Beinn Ghlas 

Wind Farm within a similar part of the 

surrounding landscape, there is unlikely 

to be potential for significant effects to 

arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development.  

4 Mountain 

Glens / Glen 

Stray-Strath of 

Orchy 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

6a Loch Fyne 

Upland Forest 

Moor Mosaic / 

Glen Aray 

Very limited theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development across two 

small areas of the LCU at distances 

greater than 17km. 

No – due to the limited extent of visibility 

predicted and the distance of the LCU, 

significant effects are very unlikely to 

arise.  

7 Craggy 

Upland / NW 

Loch Awe 

Large area of concentrated theoretical 

visibility across the centre of the LCU 

and surrounding the Proposed 

Development, with smaller patches of 

visibility also dispersed across 

southern parts of the LCU. 

Yes – the very close proximity owing to 

the Proposed Development being located 

in this LCU, means it is highly likely a 

significant effect will arise. 

7 Craggy 

Upland / SE 

Loch Awe 

Extensive areas of theoretical visibility 

of a small number of wind turbines 

across the LCU at distances greater 

than 12km.  

No – from areas where theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development is 

predicted, the Proposed Development 

would be situated at distances of greater 

than 12km beyond the operational 

Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind 

Farms in a sector or the landscape that 

possesses an existing influence from 

operational wind farms.   

7a Craggy 

Upland with 

Settled Glens / 

Glen Lonan 

Widespread theoretical visibility often 

at close range due to the location of a 

few proposed turbines in the LCU.  

Yes – the very close proximity owing to 

the Proposed Development being located 

in this LCU, means it is highly likely a 

significant effect will arise. 

7a Craggy 

Upland with 

Settled Glens / 

Loch 

Scammadale 

Moderate theoretical visibility is 

predicted across approximately half of 

this LCU at distances greater than 

5km. Affected areas are generally 

more elevated, upland areas.   

Yes – due to the predicted theoretical 

visibility and the proximity of this LCU, it 

is possible that significant effects may 

occur as a result of the Proposed 

Development.  

7a Craggy 

Upland with 

Settled Glens / 

Croggan 

Theoretical visibility is predicted 

across east-facing slopes at distances 

of over 17km from the Proposed 

Development.  

No – while there is some visibility 

predicted, the LCU has a relatively weak 

association with the Proposed 

Development due to the strength of the 

intervening landscapes, which comprise 
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Landscape 
Character 
Type / Unit 

Subject to theoretical visibility? 
Needs detailed assessment within 

LVIA? 

the Firth of Lorn, and the island of 

Kerrera. The Proposed Development will 

encompass a small part of the expansive 

backdrop to these landscapes, and as 

such it is considered that significant 

effects would be unlikely to arise.   

7b Craggy 

Coast & 

Islands / 

Oban-Melfort 

Scattered patches of theoretical 

visibility across much of this long LCU 

at distances as close as 1km distant.  

Yes – due to the predicted theoretical 

visibility and the proximity of this LCU, it 

is possible that significant effects may 

occur as a result of the Proposed 

Development. 

7b Craggy 

Coast & 

Islands / Torsa 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

7b Craggy 

Coast & 

Islands / Luing 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

7b Craggy 

Coast & 

Islands / Seil 

Relatively limited theoretical visibility 

predicted across small elevated areas 

of Seil at distances greater than 

14km. 

No – due to the relatively limited extent of 

theoretical visibility and the LCU’s 

stronger association with neighbouring 

coastal landscapes, significant effects are 

unlikely to arise as a result of the 

Proposed Development.  

7b Craggy 

Coast & 

Islands / 

Kerrera 

Theoretical visibility predicted along 

the eastern slopes of the spine of the 

island at distances greater than 7km.  

No – there is limited theoretical visibility 

predicted and some screening likely to 

occur as a result of some of the 

intervening forestry, as well as existing 

influences from Oban. As a result, it is 

unlikely that the Proposed Development 

has the potential to result in significant 

effects. 

7c North Loch 

Awe Craggy 

Uplands / 

Brander 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

7c North Loch 

Awe Craggy 

Uplands / 

Creag Bracha 

Some areas of theoretical visibility of 

a small number of wind turbines 

across the LCU at distances greater 

than 14km.  

No – due to a combination of distance 

and the number of turbines theoretically 

visible, as well as the Proposed 

Development’s setting beyond Beinn 

Ghlas Wind Farm.    

7d Lorn 

Craggy 

Uplands / 

Creagan 

Patches of theoretical visibility across 

south facing slopes at distances 

greater than 18km.  

No – due to the distance of the LCU from 

the Proposed Development and its 

reduced association with the landscapes 

to the south due to its situation in relation 

to Loch Creran.  

7e Mull 

Craggy 

Uplands / Carn 

Ban 

Theoretical visibility is predicted 

across the elevated slopes of Carn 

Ban at distances of over 15km from 

the Proposed Development.  

No – while there is some visibility 

predicted, the LCU has a relatively weak 

association with the Proposed 

Development due to the strength of the 

intervening landscapes, which comprise 
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Landscape 
Character 
Type / Unit 

Subject to theoretical visibility? 
Needs detailed assessment within 

LVIA? 

the Firth of Lorn and the island of 

Kerrera. The Proposed Development 

would encompass a small part of the 

expansive backdrop to these landscapes, 

and as such it is considered that 

significant effects would be unlikely to 

arise.   

10 Upland 

Parallel 

Ridges / Druim 

Buidhe 

Very limited theoretical visibility of a 

small number of wind turbines across 

elevated parts of this LCU at 

distances greater than 16km.  

No – due to the limited extent of visibility 

predicted and the distance of the LCU, 

significant effects are very unlikely to 

arise. 

17 Mull Basalt 

Lowlands / 

Duart Point 

Fairly widespread theoretical visibility 

is predicted across this small lowland 

LCU at distances of over 15km from 

the Proposed Development.  

No – while there is fairly extensive 

visibility predicted, the LCU is not 

predicted to experience significant effects 

due to the very large scale and strong 

characteristics of the intervening 

landscapes associated with the Firth of 

Lorn and the island of Kerrera. The 

Proposed Development will encompass a 

relatively small portion of the expansive 

backdrop to these landscapes, and as 

such it is considered that significant 

effects would be unlikely to arise.   

17 Mull Basalt 

Lowlands / 

Grass Point 

Very limited theoretical visibility is 

predicted across these lowlands at 

distances of over 15km from the 

Proposed Development.  

No – while there is fairly extensive 

visibility predicted, the LCU has a 

relatively weak association with the 

Proposed Development due to the 

strength of the intervening landscapes, 

which comprise the Firth of Lorn and the 

island of Kerrera. The Proposed 

Development will encompass a small part 

of the expansive backdrop to these 

landscapes, and as such it is considered 

that significant effects would be unlikely 

to arise.   

18 Lowland 

Ridges & 

Moss / Strath 

of Appin 

Patches of theoretical visibility of part 

of the Proposed Development across 

eastern parts of the LCU at distances 

greater than 16km.  

No – due to the combination of distance 

of the LCU from the Proposed 

Development and its weaker association 

with the landscapes to the south due to 

the strong influence of Loch Creran. 

Significant effects are unlikely to arise as 

a result of the Proposed Development.  

18 Lowland 

Ridges & 

Moss / Tralee 

Varying levels of theoretical visibility 

across approximately half of this small 

LCU at distances of over 11km.  

No – due to the combination of distance 

of the LCU from the Proposed 

Development, its strong association with 

its coastal surroundings, and the limited 

extent of theoretical visibility. Significant 

effects are unlikely to arise as a result of 

the Proposed Development. 
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Landscape 
Character 
Type / Unit 

Subject to theoretical visibility? 
Needs detailed assessment within 

LVIA? 

18 Lowland 

Ridges & 

Moss / Moss 

of Achnacree 

Widespread theoretical visibility is 

predicted across the majority of this 

small LCU at distances greater than 

7km.  

Yes - due to the combination of 

widespread visibility and the proximity of 

the Proposed Development.  

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / 

Ardchatten 

Theoretical visibility of varying levels 

is predicted across the majority of this 

small LCU at distances greater than 

8km.  

Yes - due to the combination of predicted 

visibility and the proximity of the 

Proposed Development.  

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / 

Connel 

Theoretical visibility of varying levels 

is predicted across the majority of this 

small LCU at distances greater than 

5km.  

No – due to the northern aspect of the 

LCU and the enclosure provided by 

woodland and buildings, it is highly 

unlikely a significant effect will arise. 

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / West 

Loch Awe 

Very limited theoretical visibility of a 

small number of wind turbines across 

elevated parts of this LCU at 

distances greater than 10km.  

No – due to the limited extent of visibility 

predicted and the proximity of the LCU, 

significant effects are very unlikely to 

arise. 

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / East 

Loch Awe 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / Glen 

Aray 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

20 Rocky 

Mosaic / South 

Loch Awe 

No No – there is no potential for significant 

effects.  

 

6.4.21 Table 6.3 indicates that the following LCUs have potential to be significantly affected by the 

Proposed Development: 

• 2 High Tops / Ben Cruachan unit; 

• 2 High Tops / Beinn Bhreac unit; 

• 7 Craggy Upland / NW Loch Awe unit; 

• 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Glen Lonan unit; 

• 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit; 

• 7b Craggy Coast & Islands / Oban-Melfort unit; 

• 18 Lowland Ridges & Moss / Moss of Achnacree unit; and 

• 20 Rocky Mosaic / Ardchatten unit. 

 

 Landscape Planning Designations 

6.4.22 There are three ways in which landscape planning designations are relevant to the LVIA: 
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• The presence of a designation can give an indication of a recognised value that may 

increase the sensitivity of a landscape character receptor, viewpoint or visual 

receptor, and may therefore affect the significance of the effect on that receptor; 

• The presence of a designation can lead to the selection of a representative viewpoint 

within the designated area, as the viewpoint will provide a representative outlook from 

that area; and 

• Designated areas may be included as landscape character receptors so that the 

effects of the Proposed Development on these features of the landscape that have 

been accorded particular value can be specifically assessed.  

6.4.23 Through the EIA Scoping process and subsequent engagement, it was agreed with 

NatureScot that the effects on a number of landscape planning designations could be 

discounted from the LVIA assessment as it is considered unlikely that the effects would be 

significant.  A review of the current Proposed Development has also been undertaken to 

ensure that the impacts will not increase from those considered at the Scoping stage.   

6.4.24 The Site itself is not subject to any national or local landscape designations intended to protect 

landscape quality or scenery, but it is located relatively close to some designated areas. 

Various designated areas are found elsewhere in the Study Area and these have been 

considered in the assessment. These designations are shown in Figure 6.4 and in conjunction 

with the blade tip ZTV in Figures 6.10a-b and described below.   

  

 National Parks and National Scenic Areas 

6.4.25 National Parks (NPs) and NSAs are areas of land considered to be important on a national 

level and are designated by NatureScot. In accordance with Policy 11 (Energy) (d) of National 

Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), development proposals that impact on national designations 

will be assessed in relation to Policy 4 of NPF4 (Scottish Government, 2023). Policy 4(c) of 

NPF4 states that: 

“Development proposals that will affect a National Park, National Scenic Area, Site of Special 

Scientific Interest or a National Nature Reserve will only be supported where:  

i. The objectives of designation and the overall integrity of the areas will not be compromised; 

or  

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are 

clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance.” 

6.4.26 NatureScot (2018) suggests that the objectives of these designations are “the safeguard, 

conservation and enhancement of the interests for which the area is designated (for NSAs 

this is their special qualities and character; for National Parks this is a broader range of natural 

and cultural heritage interests).” 

6.4.27 The Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park (LLTTNP) is the only NP in the Study 

Area. Through the request for a Scoping Opinion, it was agreed that a detailed assessment 

of the effects of the Proposed Development on the LLTTNP would not be required due to the 

limited extent of visibility predicted (shown in Figure 6.10a) and its distance from the 

Proposed Development.  
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6.4.28 There are also nine NSAs in the 45km Study Area, which are shown in Figure 6.4 with the 

extent of theoretical visibility across these designated areas shown in Figure 6.10a. Through 

the request for a Scoping Opinion, it was agreed that a detailed assessment of the effects of 

the Proposed Development would only be required for two of the NSAs due to the low level 

of visibility predicted and/ or the large separation distances between the Proposed 

Development and many of them. An assessment of the Proposed Development’s effects on 

the Special Qualities of the Lynn of Lorn NSA (~10km) and Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA 

(~18km) is therefore included in Section 6.7.3.  

 Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

6.4.29 Historic Environment Scotland (HES) is responsible for designating Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes (GDLs). These are contained in an Inventory which can be accessed at 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/. The descriptions contained in the Inventory identify 

each GDL’s qualifying features which are of national importance.   

6.4.30 The protection which historic assets, including GDLs, are afforded is described in Policy 7(i) 

of NPF4 

“Development proposals affecting nationally important Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

will be supported where they protect, preserve or enhance their cultural significance, character 

and integrity and where proposals will not significantly impact on important views to, from and 

within the site, or its setting.” 

6.4.31 There are 14 GDLs in the 45km Study Area as shown in Figure 6.4.  Through the request for 

a Scoping Opinion, it was agreed that a detailed assessment of the effects of the Proposed 

Development in the LVIA would be limited to Ardchatten Priory GDL only (~8km). It was 

agreed that the other GDLs would be discounted owing to a combination of limited visibility 

and separation distances from the Site.  

6.4.32 Effects on the Ardchatten Priory GDL are considered in Chapter 11: Cultural Heritage and 

are therefore not included as landscape receptors in the assessment. The designation is, 

however, considered in the evaluation of sensitivity of both the landscape character types that 

they cover and the viewpoints that lie within them. 

 Local/ Special Landscape Areas  

6.4.33 A Local/ Special Landscape Area (LLA) is an area of landscape considered to be important 

on a local level and which are designated by Councils. Policy 4(d) of NPF4 (Scottish 

Government, 2023) states that: 

“Development proposals that affect a site designated as a local nature conservation site or 

landscape area in the LDP will only be supported where:  

i. Development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the 

qualities for which it has been identified; or  

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are clearly outweighed by social, 

environmental or economic benefits of at least local importance.” 

6.4.34 Local landscape designations within or partially within the 45km Study Area are shown in 

Figure 6.4. The ZTVs in Figure 6.10a and 6.10b show the limited extent of theoretical visibility 

across many of these designated areas. Through the request for a Scoping Opinion, it was 

agreed that the detailed assessment of the effects of the Proposed Development in the LVIA 

would be limited to the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA (~2km), Knapdale / Melfort LLA (~7km), 
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and North Argyll LLA (~9km). All other local landscape designations located within the 45km 

Study Area were discounted from the detailed assessment in the LVIA due to a combination 

of absence or limited theoretical visibility and their distance from the Proposed Development.  

6.4.35 As there are no citations for the LLAs included in the detailed assessment in the LVIA, the 

assessment has been based on the landscape character assessments of the constituent 

LCTs and LCUs that make up each LLA, as well as an understanding of the landscape 

character of each LLA derived from extensive site work. The ‘special qualities’ of the local 

landscape designations are therefore referred to as ‘Likely Special Qualities’.  

 Wild Land  

6.4.36 Wild Land Areas (WLA) mapped by NatureScot encompass Scotland’s most extensive areas 

of high wilderness. Policy 4(g) of NPF4 (Scottish Government, 2023) outlines criteria that 

needs to be satisfied by development proposals in WLAs:  

“Development proposals in areas identified as wild land in the Nature Scot Wild Land Areas 

map will only be supported where the proposal:  

i. will support meeting renewable energy targets; or,  

ii. is for small scale development directly linked to a rural business or croft, or is required to 

support a fragile community in a rural area.  

All such proposals must be accompanied by a wild land impact assessment which sets out 

how design, siting, or other mitigation measures have been and will be used to minimise 

significant impacts on the qualities of the wild land, as well as any management and 

monitoring arrangements where appropriate. Buffer zones around wild land will not be applied, 

and effects of development outwith wild land areas will not be a significant consideration.” 

6.4.37 There are eight WLAs located within the 45km Study Area, which are shown in Figure 6.4. 

The closest WLA is the Loch Etive Mountains WLA at a distance of 11km from the Proposed 

Development. Through the request for a Scoping Opinion, it was agreed that all of the WLAs 

would be discounted from the LVIA owing to a combination of the limited visibility predicted 

and the large separation distances.  

 Principal Visual Receptors 

6.4.38 A number of visual receptors such as settlements and travel routes are considered in the 

assessment as views from them may be affected by the Proposed Development. It is not 

possible to consider every potential visual receptor in the Study Area due to the extent of 

ground that it covers, and the assessment therefore concentrates on the key visual receptors 

that may gain visibility of the Proposed Development, such as settlements and routes. 

Principal visual receptors are shown in Figure 6.5 and in conjunction with the blade tip ZTV 

in Figures 6.11a and 6.11b.   

 Settlements and Residents 

6.4.39 The settlements and residents most likely to be affected by the Proposed Development are 

those that are shown on the ZTVs to gain higher levels of visibility and generally lie in relatively 

close proximity. The closest residents that are subject to theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development are a limited number of scattered dwellings to the north and south in Glen Lonan 

and Glen Feochan respectively, and those located in and around the hamlet of Kilmore to the 

west of the Proposed Development. Residential properties situated within 2km of the 
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proposed wind turbines are included in the Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) 

in Technical Appendix 6.2.  

6.4.40 The settlements of Kilmore, Oban, Connel, and the ribbon development along the northern 

shore of Loch Etive encompassing North Connel, Black Crofts, and Achnacairn are also 

predicted to experience theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development at distances of 

between 2-8km, and consequently they have been included in the detailed assessment in the 

LVIA.  

6.4.41 Aside from those scoped into the assessment above, all other settlements have been 

discounted from the LVIA because they are not considered to have potential to receive 

significant visual effects due to various combinations of distance, absence of or limited 

theoretical visibility, and screening by woodland and other elements in the landscape.  

 Roads (inc. Scenic Routes) 

6.4.42 It is not possible, or necessary, to assess the potential effects of the Proposed Development 

on every road. However, some of the key roads require consideration in the assessment. Four 

principal criteria have been used in determining the inclusion of roads in the assessment:  

• the extent to which the road traverses the Study Area or extends across a notable 

part of it; 

• the importance of the road in terms of recognition, signage, traffic volume and usage; 

• the extent of theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the road; and  

• the potential for cumulative effects along the road.  

6.4.43 The location and extent of roads in the Study Area reflects the settlement pattern, with the 

majority of roads found along the coastal and loch shoreline or along the floor of glens. Of 

particular relevance to this LVIA are the A85 and A828 to the north and the A816 to the west 

of the Proposed Development (see Figure 6.11a), which have sections within 15km of the 

Proposed Development that are predicted to receive theoretical visibility. Sections of these 

three roads also form part of the Argyll Coastal Route, which is a scenic tourist route 

advertised by Scottish tourism bodies. The effects of the Proposed Development on each of 

these roads and the Argyll Coastal Route is considered in the detail later in this assessment.  

 Railways 

6.4.44 There is very limited theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the Crianlarich to 

Oban railway line as shown on ZTVs (Figure 6.11a and 6.11b). While there is predicted to be 

some very short stretches of the railway line that are predicted to receive theoretical visibility 

of the Proposed Development for very short durations, there are three longer sections of the 

railway line that have greater potential to experience significant visual effects: an 

approximately 1km section passing by Connel, an approximately 1km section south-west of 

Airds Bay, and a 700m section east of the village of Taynuilt. On further review, each of these 

sections is subject to extensive vegetation screening, such that any residual visibility of the 

Proposed Development would be glimpsed at distances of between 7-8km and would only 

encompass the upper sections of the wind turbines. As a result, it has been considered that 

significant effects would not be experienced by passengers travelling on the Crianlarich to 

Oban railway line. In summary, railway lines are therefore discounted from the assessment 

and are not assessed in any further detail.   

 Ferry Routes 
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6.4.45 There are various ferry routes that traverse parts of the Study Area. Of most relevance are 

those that arrive and depart from the port of Oban, which include routes between Oban and 

the Isle of Mull, Isle of Lismore, Morven, and the islands of Barra, Coll, Tiree, and Islay. The 

closest sections of the routes to these locations tend to follow three different paths, either 

passing through the Sound of Mull, the Lynn of Lorn, and the Firth of Lorn. The closest 

sections of these three paths are considered further in the detailed assessment.   

 Cycling Routes 

6.4.46 There are two cycle routes of relevance to the Proposed Development in the Study Area: 

National Cycle Route 78 and the Caledonian Way. Together National Cycle Route 78 

(NCR78) and the Caledonian Way form a 234 mile route between Campbeltown and 

Inverness. The closest sections of this route to the Proposed Development in Glen Lonan are 

classified as the Caledonian Way, rather than NCR78, but given each route’s reliance on one 

another, they are considered together in the LVIA. It is perhaps noteworthy however that 

certain sections have not been designated as part of a national cycle route for one reason or 

another. Given the close-range theoretical visibility predicted along sections of the Caledonian 

Way, the route is considered further in the detailed assessment.    

 Walking Routes 

6.4.47 There are five recognised long-distance walking routes in the 45km Study Area; the Cape 

Wrath Way, the Cowal Way, the Great Trossachs Path, The Three Lochs Way, and the West 

Highland Way. All routes lie over 30km from the Proposed Development and are shown on 

ZTVs to gain no theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development, and as such they have 

been discounted from the assessment.   

6.4.48 There are a number of popular hills, including Munros and Corbetts, in the Study Area. The 

closest Munro that is predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development 

is Ben Cruachan, which is situated within the North Argyll LLA, approximately 14km from the 

Proposed Development. An assessment of the visual effects that are likely to be experienced 

by hill walkers from its summit (Viewpoint 13) is provided in Section 6.8.1. At slightly further 

distances of over 20km from the Proposed Development, there are a large number of 

prominent mountains situated within the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA. To inform an 

assessment of the closest of these mountains, an assessment of the visual effects that are 

likely to be experienced by hill walkers from the summit of Ben Starav (Viewpoint 18) is also 

provided in Section 6.8.1. The craggy hills to the south of the Proposed Development are 

less prominent and not so well visited by hill walkers, but an assessment of the likely effects 

on one of the more elevated hills, Barr Liath (Viewpoint 12), is also provided in the detailed 

assessment. It is considered that significant effects are unlikely to arise on more distant hills, 

such as those situated within the Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park, across 

parts of Mid Argyll, on the Morvern peninsula, and the Isle of Mull, and as a result the hills 

situated within these landscapes are discounted from further assessment.  

6.4.49 There are a number of Core Paths in the Study Area (shown on Figure 6.5, and in conjunction 

with the ZTV on Figure 6.11b), as designated by the various local authorities. These are not 

all individually considered in the assessment due to the number of routes and the limited 

relevance of the majority of these to the Proposed Development. However, where there is 

potential for significant effects on views to arise, Core Paths that are located within 5km of the 

Proposed Development are considered in the detailed assessment. A preliminary assessment 

of these Core Paths is provided in Table 6.4 below.  

Table 6.4 Preliminary Assessment of Core Paths 
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Code Name Comments 

C152 Oban to Appin (National Cycle 

Network) 

Potential for significant effects to arise due to extensive 

theoretical visibility along route where forestry/ 

woodland is absent. 

C160 Taynuilt to Oban Potential for significant effects to arise due to extensive 

theoretical visibility along route, short distance to the 

Proposed Development, and absence of forestry/ 

woodland along sections of the route. 

C164 Oban to Connel via Glen 

Cruitten 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C170 Oban Rare Breeds Park to 

Kilmore 

Potential for significant effects to arise due to extensive 

theoretical visibility along route where forestry/ 

woodland is absent. 

C171 Kilmore - Loch Nant - Kilchrenan Limited theoretical visibility predicted, but there is 

potential for significant effects to arise along potentially 

affected sections of route near Dun Ladain Fort.  

C172 Loch Feochan to Loch 

Scammadale 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

general absence of visibility and enclosure provided by 

forestry. 

C177 Black Lochs, Kilvaree, Connel Potential for significant effects to arise due to 

theoretical visibility along route where forestry/ 

woodland is absent. 

C197 Lerags to Loch Gleann 

Bhearraidh 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

enclosure provided by forestry. 

C308 Glenshellach to Soroba, Oban No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C430 Balvicar Road to Soroba Road, 

Oban 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C433 Soroba Road to An Dunan Park, 

Oban 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C434 Miller Road to An Dunan Park, 

Oban 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C489 Kilbride to Cologin, Lerags No potential for significant effects to arise due to very 

limited theoretical visibility of a few blade tips from a 

very short section of the path. 

C519 Dalintart to Luachrach Loch No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

C520 Loch Nell to Glencruitten, Oban Potential for significant effects to arise due to 

theoretical visibility along southern section of the route 

where forestry/ woodland is absent. 

C536 Feochan Gdns to Lonan Dr, 

Soroba, Oban 

No potential for significant effects to arise due to 

absence of theoretical visibility. 

 

 Viewpoints 

6.4.50 The assessment of landscape and visual effects is informed by a series of 18 viewpoints, 

which are selected to represent visibility from landscape character types, landscape planning 

designations and principal visual receptors around the Study Area. These include points of 

specific importance such as recognised viewpoints, designated landscapes, settled areas, 

important routes and attractions. A variety of landscape character types and locations from 

different directions and distances have also been represented. It should be noted that while 
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the majority of the viewpoints that were agreed with ABC were chosen to represent receptors 

that have potential to undergo a significant effect this is not always the case, and some 

viewpoints that are included demonstrate a lower level of visibility from certain locations. 

Viewpoints for the landscape and visual assessment have been discussed and agreed in 

consultation with ABC and NatureScot.   

6.4.51 The viewpoints included in the assessment are set out in Table 6.5, and detailed assessment 

for each of these is presented in Section 6.8.  The viewpoint locations are shown in 

conjunction with the blade tip ZTV in Figures 6.6a-c and the hub height ZTV on Figures 6.7a-

c.  

Table 6.5 Representative Viewpoints 

No. Viewpoint Easting Northing 

Distance 

to 

closest 

turbine 

Receptor 

1 Dun Ladain, Glen Feochan 191316 724122 1.6km 
Road Users and 

Recreational Walkers 

2 
Glen Lonan, near 

Clachadubh 
195284 727662 2.1km Road Users 

3 C32 Road, near Dun-neil 190313 729159 3.0km Road Users  

4 A816 Kilmore 187500 725669 2.5km 
Road Users and 

Residents 

5 Pulpit Hill, Oban* 185298 729546 5.9km Visitors and Residents 

6 A816, near Knipoch Hotel* 185204 723217 5.5km 
Road Users, Visitors, 

and Residents 

7 Oban War Memorial 185259 730973 6.9km Residents and visitors  

8 
Blackcrofts, by North Connell 

Hall* 
192012 734753 7.8km 

Residents and Road 

Users 

9 A85, approach to Taynuilt 201320 730958 9.0km Road Users  

10 Oban-Lismore Ferry 184599 736528 11.8km Ferry Users 

11 
Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish 

Bay 
189443 738973 12.4km Visitors 

12 Barr Liath 190568 711715 14.0km Recreational Walkers 

13 Ben Cruachan 206959 730470 14.1km Recreational Walkers  

14 Kilcheran, Lismore* 182221 738491 14.7km Residents 

15 Oban-Mull Ferry 179917 733743 13.2km Ferry Users 

16 Duart Castle, Isle of Mull 174908 735294 17.7km Visitors 

17 Ardmaddy, Loch Etive 207800 737836 18.2km Recreational Walkers 

18 Ben Starav 212573 742700 24.9km Recreational Walkers 

 

6.4.52 *The night-time visual assessment has been informed by dusk photomontages for the 

following four viewpoint locations, which have been selected from the LVIA viewpoints and 

agreed with ABC. These viewpoints have been selected for night-time assessment on the 

basis that they are locations where people may be present at dawn/ dusk, and where baseline 

conditions are likely to be relatively dark.  

• Viewpoint 5: Pulpit Hill, Oban;  

• Viewpoint 6: A816, near Knipoch Hotel;  
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• Viewpoint 8: Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall; and 

• Viewpoint 14: Kilcheran, Lismore.  

 Preliminary Viewpoint Assessment 

6.4.53 Table 6.6 identifies which viewpoints require more detailed assessment in the LVIA because 

they have the potential to undergo significant effects (including cumulative effects), and which 

viewpoints do not require further detailed assessment. 

Table 6.6 Preliminary Assessment of Viewpoints 

No. Viewpoint Comments 

1 Dun Ladain, Glen 

Feochan 

Included in the detailed assessment due to proximity and level of 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

2 Glen Lonan, near 

Clachadubh 

Included in the detailed assessment due to proximity and level of 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

3 C32 Road, near Dun-

neil 

Included in the detailed assessment due to proximity and level of 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

4 A816 Kilmore Although only very limited theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development, included in the detailed assessment due to its 

proximity.  

5 Pulpit Hill, Oban* Included in the detailed assessment due to proximity and level of 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

6 A816, near Knipoch 

Hotel* 

Included in the detailed assessment due to proximity and level of 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development. 

7 Oban War Memorial Parts of three turbine blades theoretically visible, but buildings 

would screen visibility of the Proposed Development, so there is 

no potential for a significant effect. The viewpoint is not included in 

the detailed assessment. 

8  Blackcrofts, by North 

Connell Hall* 

Although there would be some considerable screening by 

landform and forestry, this viewpoint is included in the detailed 

assessment due to its moderate distance from the Site and the 

residual visibility of large parts of a few turbines. 

9 A85, approach to 

Taynuilt 

Theoretical visibility is generally limited to blades and hubs, with 

the exception of a single turbine that appears slightly more 

elevated than the others. In addition to the landform screening, 

woodland would also screen a further proportion of the wind 

turbines limiting visibility in reality to just turbine blades. For road 

users, it is likely that the view will be glimpsed while travelling 

around a bend in the road at speeds of 30-40mph, and as a result 

it is unlikely that a significant effect would arise at this viewpoint. 

The viewpoint is not included in the detailed assessment. 

10 Oban-Lismore Ferry Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development and the unobstructed views 

available across the water. 

11 Tralee Beach, 

Ardmucknish Bay 

Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development and the unobstructed views 

available across the water. 

12 Barr Liath Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility and the potential for cumulative effects with Carraig Gheal 

Wind Farm 

13 Ben Cruachan Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility and the potential for cumulative effects with the 
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operational Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, and 

other wind farms situated in Mid Argyll.  

14 Kilcheran, Lismore* Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development and the unobstructed views 

available across the water. 

15 Oban-Mull Ferry Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development and the unobstructed views 

available across the water. 

16 Duart Castle, Isle of Mull Included in the detailed assessment due to the level of theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development and the unobstructed views 

available across the water. 

17 Ardmaddy, Loch Etive Theoretical visibility is limited to small parts of two wind turbine 

blades at a distance of over 18km. The wind turbines are therefore 

unlikely to be discernible at this distance and therefore it is 

considered that a significant effect would not arise at this 

viewpoint. The viewpoint is not included in the detailed 

assessment. 

18 Ben Starav There would be theoretical visibility of a large proportion of the 

Proposed Development from a distance of over 24km. The 

Proposed Development would be viewed within the less elevated 

setting of the Craggy Upland LCT, in a part of the view where wind 

farms, including Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal, currently form a 

characteristic of the landscape. While the Proposed Development 

would strengthen this characteristic, it is not considered that this 

would result in a significant visual effect (singly or cumulatively) at 

this distance. The viewpoint is therefore not included in the 

detailed assessment.  

 

6.4.54 Table 6.6 indicates that receptors at 14 (VP1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16) 

of the 18 viewpoints have potential to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development 

and are taken forward for further detailed assessment. 

 Cumulative Wind Farm Developments 

6.4.55 Both NatureScot (2021) and GLVIA3 advise in their guidance that the assessment of the 

cumulative impacts associated with a development proposal should encompass the effects of 

the proposal in conjunction with existing, under construction, consented and application stage 

wind farms awaiting determination. Schemes that are at the pre-planning or scoping stage are 

generally not considered in the assessment of cumulative effects because firm information on 

which to base the assessment is not available. The list of proposals presented in NatureScot 

guidance (NatureScot, 2021) is as follows: 

• “existing development, either built or under construction;  

• approved development, awaiting implementation; and  

• proposals awaiting determination within the planning process with design information 

in the public domain. Proposals and design information may be deemed to be in the 

public domain once an application has been lodged, and the decision-making authority 

has formally registered the application.” 
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6.4.56 In this instance, there is inadequate design information to include schemes that are at the 

scoping stage in the cumulative assessment, and as a result they are not considered further 

in the detailed assessment of the LVIA.   

6.4.57 The cumulative situation changes frequently as applications are made or withdrawn, and the 

layouts of submitted application wind farms are changed.  It is therefore necessary to agree 

on a cut-off date when the sites and layouts to be included are fixed.  This was set at the 2nd 

July 2024.  Any changes in the cumulative situation after this date were not incorporated in 

the assessment. 

6.4.58 In relation to whether or not wind farms are included in the cumulative assessment, 

NatureScot advises in its guidance (2021, p5) that: 

“The key principle for all impact assessments is to focus on the likely significant impacts and 

those which are likely to influence the outcome of the consenting process.” 

6.4.59 Consequently, sites that lie outwith a 20km radius of the Proposed Development have been 

discounted due to the local topography of the surrounding landscape, the absence of wind 

farm development across areas that are subject to the highest levels of theoretical visibility 

(e.g. the north and west of the 45km Study Area), and their distance from the Proposed 

Development. The greatest influence as part of the cumulative context will arise in relation to 

development closest to the Proposed Development. It is therefore anticipated that the 

operational Barran Caltunn, Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms are likely to be of 

most relevance to the cumulative assessment. It will therefore be necessary to determine 

whether the addition of the Proposed Development would notably alter the perceived 

character of the local landscape, and how it would relate to these wind farms in key views.  

6.4.60 The scale of wind farm and other development is also of relevance to the cumulative 

assessment. Generally, the larger the development the higher the likelihood of a significant 

cumulative effect. Single turbines and those below 50m tip height are not included in the 

detailed assessment in line with NatureScot guidance (NatureScot, 2021), which states that 

‘due to the very large number of small scale (three or fewer wind turbines) proposals in the 

planning system in some areas of Scotland it may not be practical to include all of these in 

the search area base plan’. Wind farm sites and single turbines that are over 50m to tip height 

that lie within a 20km radius of the Proposed Development are shown on Figure 6.12and 

listed in Table 6.7.  

Table 6.7 Cumulative wind energy development within a 20km radius  

Name / Status 
Distance to Nearest 

Proposed Turbine 
Number of turbines Blade tip height 

Operational/ Under Construction 

Beinn Ghlas  4.1km 14 55m 

Barran Caltunn  5.1km 2 67m 

Carraig Gheal 5.9km 20 125m 

An Suidhe 19.2km 23 80m 

Consented 

Blarghour 14.8km 17 136.5m 

Application / Appeal 

Blarghour Variation 15.2km 14 180m 

An Càrr Dubh 16.3km 13 180m 

Ladyfield 19.6km 13 200m 

Scoping 

Cruach Clenamacrie 2.2km 8 200m 
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Name / Status 
Distance to Nearest 

Proposed Turbine 
Number of turbines Blade tip height 

Beinn Ghlas Repowering 2.9km 18 180m 

Barachander 7.7km 11 180m 

 

6.4.61 All operational and under construction sites are included in the baseline assessment as they 

form a part of the baseline situation. Their presence has the potential to influence the 

assessment of effects on landscape character and the assessment of effects on views. The 

cumulative assessment of the operational and under construction sites, as well as the 

consented and application sites, is presented afterwards in the cumulative assessment for 

each landscape and visual receptor.  

6.4.62 Due to the degree of uncertainty in relation to the progression of the scoping stage sites, and 

also elements of their design, they are not considered in the detailed assessment of 

cumulative effects or the visualisations. However, scoping stage sites are included on the GIS 

figures accompanying the LVIA for broader context.   

 Summary of Baseline Conditions and Preliminary Assessment 

6.4.63 This section has described the baseline of the Study Area, including a review of landscape 

character, landscape-related planning designations, principal visual receptors (including 

settlements and routes), viewpoints and cumulative windfarms. It also includes a preliminary 

assessment of the effect that the Proposed Development will have on these various landscape 

and visual receptors, and the findings of this preliminary assessment are summarised below. 

6.4.64 The following aspects of the landscape and visual resource have potential to undergo 

significant effects (including cumulative effects) as a result of the Proposed Development and 

require detailed assessment subsequently in this chapter: 

•  Landscape elements: 

o Rough Grassland. 

• Landscape character receptors (LCUs): 

o 2 High Tops / Ben Cruachan unit; 

o 2 High Tops / Beinn Bhreac unit; 

o 7 Craggy Upland / NW Loch Awe unit; 

o 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Glen Lonan unit; 

o 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit;  

o 7b Craggy Coast & Islands / Oban-Melfort unit; 

o 18 Lowland Ridges & Moss / Moss of Achnacree unit; and 

o 20 Rocky Mosaic / Ardchatten unit. 

• Landscape designations: 

o Lynn of Lorn NSA; and 

o Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA. 

o North West Argyll (Coast) LLA;  
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o Knapdale / Melfort LLA; and  

o North Argyll LLA. 

• Principal visual receptors: 

o Settlements – Kilmore, Oban, Connel, and the ribbon development along the 

northern shore of Loch Etive encompassing North Connel, Black Crofts, and 

Achnacairn; 

o Roads - A85, A828, A816, and the Argyll Coastal Route; 

o Cycling Routes - Caledonian Way and NCR78; 

o Ferry routes - routes between Oban and the Isle of Mull, Isle of Lismore, Morven, 

and the islands of Barra, Coll, Tiree, and Islay;  

o Popular mountains of the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA and North Argyll LLA; 

and 

o Core Paths – C152, C160, C170, C171, C177, and C520. 

• Viewpoints: 

o Viewpoint 1: Dun Ladain, Glen Feochan; 

o Viewpoint 2: Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh; 

o Viewpoint 3: C32 Road, near Dun-neil; 

o Viewpoint 4: A816 Kilmore; 

o Viewpoint 5: Pulpit Hill, Oban; 

o Viewpoint 6: A816, near Knipoch Hotel; 

o Viewpoint 8: Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall; 

o Viewpoint 10: Oban-Lismore Ferry; 

o Viewpoint 11: Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish Bay; 

o Viewpoint 12: Barr Liath; 

o Viewpoint 13: Ben Cruachan;  

o Viewpoint 14: Kilcheran, Lismore; 

o Viewpoint 15: Oban-Mull Ferry; and 

o Viewpoint 16: Duart Castle, Isle of Mull. 

6.5 Potential Effects and Mitigation 

6.5.1 Potential effects are those which could result from the construction, operation and 

decommissioning of a wind farm, according to the project, site and receptor characteristics 

and their interactions.  Table 6.8 describes typical landscape and visual effects that can occur 

from a wind farm, their inclusion does not imply that they will occur, or be significant in the 

case of the Proposed Development.  A variety of landscape and visual mitigation measures 

have been incorporated through the iterative design of the Proposed Development in order to 

prevent, reduce or offset potential landscape and visual effects. These are described in the 

section on mitigation below.  The residual effects of the Proposed Development – those 
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effects remaining after mitigation that will materialise when the Proposed Development is 

under construction, operation or decommissioning - are assessed in the ‘Assessment of 

effects on landscape character’ and ‘Assessment of effects on views’ in Sections 6.7 and 6.8. 

Table 6.8 Potential effects of construction, operation and decommissioning 

Activity Specific Element Potential Effects Potential Sensitive 

Receptors 

Construction Construction plant, 

borrow pit 

excavation, 

temporary 

construction 

facilities, temporary 

meteorological mast, 

construction cranes, 

forestry felling  

Temporary physical effects 

on landscape fabric 

Temporary effects on 

landscape character 

Temporary effects on views 

Temporary cumulative 

effects 

Physical landscape 

features e.g. trees and 

ground cover 

 

Landscape character 

receptors – landscape 

character types, wild 

land areas and 

designated landscapes 

 

Views – experienced 

by different receptors 

e.g. residents, road 

users, walkers 

Operation Turbines, access 

tracks, restored 

borrow pits, 

meteorological 

masts, substation, 

transformers  

Long term effects on 

landscape character 

Long term effects on views 

Long term cumulative effects 

with other wind farms 

Decommissioning Construction plant, 

cranes  

Temporary physical effects 

on landscape fabric 

Temporary effects on 

landscape character 

Temporary effects on views  

 

6.5.2 The effects of the Proposed Development on the landscape and visual resource will arise 

principally from the construction, operation and decommissioning of the turbines, control 

building, substation and battery storage facility, access tracks and borrow pit search areas. 

The temporary construction facilities, such as cranes, construction vehicles, construction 

compounds, laydown areas and delivery vehicles required during the construction phase will 

also have effects on the landscape and visual resource.  It is anticipated that construction of 

the Proposed Development will take approximately 18 months; the construction effects 

identified are therefore predicted to occur during this period and end at the start of the 

operational stage. While the majority of the effects during the construction phase would relate 

to the tall cranes, it is anticipated that five months would be the maximum period during which 

the cranes would be active on the site, making this an especially short-term effect. A 

Construction Management Statement will be prepared that will further detail the mitigation 

measures to be implemented during the construction phase. It is anticipated that the Proposed 

Development will be in operation for 50 years. On completion of its operational life the Site 

may be re-commissioned following further consent and/or approvals or will be 

decommissioned.  

 Mitigation 

6.5.3 The nature of landscape and visual effects means that landscape and visual mitigation is 

embedded into the design of the Proposed Development. The site selection rationale and the 

iterative design process is described in Chapter 3: Alternative and Design Evolution and 

in the Design Statement for the Proposed Development.  
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6.6 Assessment of Physical Effects 

 Introduction 

6.6.1 The first category of effects covered in the assessment is physical effects, which are direct 

effects on the fabric of the Site, such as the removal of ground cover vegetation.  Physical 

effects are found only on the Site, where existing landscape elements may be removed or 

altered by the Proposed Development.  This category of effects is made up of landscape 

elements and, in this case, there are two elements involved, rough grass moorland and 

coniferous forestry.   

6.6.2 The methodology for the assessment of physical effects is described in full in Technical 

Appendix 6.1.   

 Rough Grassland 

 Baseline  

6.6.3 Rough grassland with watery mires is the predominant landcover across the Site.  It comprises 

grasses which grow from soil that tends to be waterlogged for much of the year.  This type of 

landcover is typical throughout upland areas across Scotland. It contributes to the open and 

exposed character of the upland landscapes, and while diversity occurs at a detailed scale, 

the general effect is of a homogenous landcover.   

 Sensitivity 

6.6.4 Rough grassland contributes to the rough and less modified character of the Craggy Uplands. 

The rough grasslands are not covered by a designated area of landscape value or nature 

conservation, which would otherwise imply a greater level of protection of the landscape.  

While it is a relatively abundant landscape element that is not rare or recognised for its value, 

within the diversity at the detailed scale there are landscape elements which are of greater 

value owing to the importance of the flora and fauna. The grasses are generally able to re-

colonise disturbed areas, so they have a low susceptibility to development of the scale 

proposed. The combination of these factors results in a low sensitivity being attributed to the 

rough grassland on the Site. 

 Magnitude of Change 

6.6.5 Changes to the rough grassland landscape element will result from the removal of the soil 

and vegetation from the routes of the access tracks, from the areas where the turbines and 

BESS are constructed, from the construction compound, borrow pits, sub-station and welfare 

building.  The magnitude of change on the rough grassland element will be low as the 

Proposed Development will result in the removal of a relatively small area and small proportion 

of this extensive landscape element. The location of the tracks, turbines, BESS, construction 

compound, sub-station and welfare building have been carefully located so as to avoid the 

more sensitive habitats within this landscape element.  

 Significance of Effect 

6.6.6 The physical effect of the Proposed Development on the rough grassland will be negligible 

and not significant. This is primarily due to the low sensitivity of the landscape element, the 

limited proportion of the landscape element that would be affected, and the high potential for 

the visual mitigation of any direct effects through reinstatement of the rough grassland ground 

cover.  
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6.7 Assessment of Effects on Landscape Character 

 Introduction 

6.7.1 Landscape character is the distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs 

consistently in a particular type of landscape, and the way that this pattern is perceived.  

Effects on landscape character are manifested both on the Site, where the pattern of elements 

that characterises the landscape will be directly altered by the addition of the Proposed 

Development to the landscape; and off-site, around the Study Area, where visibility of the 

Proposed Development may alter the way in which this pattern of elements is perceived.  

6.7.2 Landscape character receptors fall into two groups: 

• LCTs/LCUs; and  

• Designated areas.  

6.7.3 The assessment of effects on these receptors is described in the following sections of this 

chapter. The detailed methodology for the assessment of effects on landscape character is 

described in Technical Appendix 6.1.   

6.7.4 It should be noted that levels of magnitude of change on landscape character receptors are 

generally found to be lower than the magnitude of change on viewpoints that lie within these 

receptors. This means, for example, that if a viewpoint is assessed to undergo a medium-high 

magnitude of change it does not necessarily follow that the landscape character receptor 

within which it lies would also undergo a medium-high magnitude of change but may undergo 

a medium magnitude of change instead. This is because the effects on viewpoints are 

assessed within the context of a specific outlook towards the Site and are usually specifically 

selected to gain a direct view over the Proposed Development. The Proposed Development 

is therefore the principal consideration in the viewpoint assessment, and influences that lie in 

other areas of the view are of lesser relevance to the assessment. The landscape character 

of a receptor is not, however, determined so specifically by the outlook over the Proposed 

Development, and there are many other considerations, both visual and perceptual, that 

combine to give an area its landscape character. This means that the degree of influence of 

the Proposed Development on landscape character may be lower than its influence on a 

specific view.  

6.7.5 Viewpoints are referred to in this assessment as they do give a useful indication of the 

appearance of the Proposed Development from the landscape receptors, but the level of 

magnitude of change may vary between the viewpoint assessment and the landscape 

character assessment. This is particularly true of areas that lie slightly further away from the 

Site.  In the immediate vicinity of the Site, typically up to around 2km to 3km away – the 

magnitude of change on viewpoints and landscape character is likely to be similar, but beyond 

this, the magnitude of change on landscape character is found to often diminish more rapidly 

as the influence of the turbines is subsumed in the many other influences on landscape 

character. 

 Assessment of Effects on LCTs and LCUs 

6.7.6 The LCTs and LCUs that cover the Detailed Study Area are mapped and labelled in Figure 

6.3b and shown in conjunction with the ZTV in Figures 6.9a-b. Section 6.4 presents a review 

of LCTs and LCUs within the Detailed Study Area. This has found that the following LCTs and 

LCUs have the potential to undergo significant effects and therefore require a detailed 

assessment in the LVIA:  
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o 2 High Tops / Ben Cruachan unit; 

o 2 High Tops / Beinn Bhreac unit; 

o 7 Craggy Upland / NW Loch Awe unit; 

o 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Glen Lonan unit; 

o 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit; 

o 7b Craggy Coast & Islands / Oban-Melfort unit; 

o 18 Lowland Ridges & Moss / Moss of Achnacree unit; and 

o 20 Rocky Mosaic / Ardchatten unit. 

6.7.7 The effect on each of these LCTs and LCUs is assessed below. The LCTs and LCUs that 

cover the remainder of the Detailed Study Area were found through the review process to not 

have the potential to be significantly affected and have therefore not been assessed in any 

further detail.   

 LCT 2 High Tops / Ben Cruachan unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.8 The most relevant parts of the Ben Cruachan unit of the High Tops LCT are situated to the 

north-east of the host Craggy Uplands landscape, and to the east of the upper reaches of 

Loch Etive. It comprises a significantly larger scale group of landforms than the Craggy 

Uplands to the south, comprising some notable mountain summits, with Ben Cruachan the 

closest of these to the Proposed Development. As a result of the scale of Ben Cruachan and 

its southerly position in the LCT unit, it forms a prominent barrier between the Craggy Uplands 

and the High Tops situated further north in the LCT unit.  

6.7.9 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from the NatureScot 

LCA:  

• “Rugged, steep sided mountain ranges with a massive scale. 

• Diverse landform with gullies, scarp slopes and rocky screes. 

• Striking exposed rock faces, with scrubby birch-oak woodland in gullies. 

• Relatively wide glens between mountain ranges. 

• Fast-flowing burns, waterfalls and small upland lochs are distinctive features. 

• Extensive conifer forests on some lower slopes. 

• Inaccessible and relatively uninhabited, with strong wildness qualities. 

• Dramatic mountain scenery”. 

6.7.10 The characteristics of the LCT are also illustrated in the visualisations for Viewpoint 13 (Ben 

Cruachan), which is located in this LCT. 

6.7.11 There are no wind farms located within this LCT, but there are some existing weak influences 

on its wider setting from wind farms situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to the south and 

south-west of the LCT unit, including Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms to the west 

of Loch Awe, and An Suidhe Wind Farm to the east of Loch Awe.  
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 Sensitivity 

6.7.12 The Ben Cruachan unit of the High Tops LCT has a medium-high value. The receptor lies 

within the North Argyll LLA and it has scenic qualities that relate to its large-scale mountains, 

and its generally undeveloped character. These characteristics are strengthened by the 

contrast in the scale of the mountains relative to the more modest scale of the Craggy Uplands 

to the south of the LCT unit. The recreational use of the landscape, particularly for hill walking, 

also contributes to its medium-high value. 

6.7.13 The Ben Cruachan unit of the High Tops LCT generally has a medium-high susceptibility to 

the Proposed Development, although it varies slightly across its extents. The landscape has 

a large scale and it hosts very little built development. Across northern and central parts of 

the LLA, there are more limited external influences from development, but from its southern 

parts there are stronger external influences from operational wind farm developments, 

settlement and commercial forestry. The southern slopes form part of a distinctive transition 

in the character of the wider landscape between the Craggy Uplands and the High Tops LCTs. 

The raised elevation of much of this LCT means that it draws influences from a much wider 

extent than other lower-lying LCTs and this reduces its sensitivity to development in one 

particular area. 

6.7.14 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-high rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.15 The Proposed Development is located outwith the LCT unit and there would therefore be no 

direct effects upon its character. Effects of the Proposed Development would therefore be 

indirect and associated with its influence on its surrounding landscape.     

6.7.16 Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is very limited across the LCT unit, with 

potentially affected areas generally contained to the southern and western parts, most notably 

the southern slopes of Ben Cruachan (~10km) and the western slopes of Beinn Bhuidhe 

(~24km), with a limited number of smaller patches across the LCT. These potentially affected 

areas extend intermittently across the slopes of Ben Cruachan for around 8km and they are 

situated close to the edges of the LCT unit. Overall, the potentially affected areas comprise a 

very small proportion of the LCT unit.  

6.7.17 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The large proportion of the Proposed Development that is theoretically visible across 

the southern slopes of Ben Cruachan; 

• The strong association between the southern slopes of Ben Cruachan and the Craggy 

Uplands LCT;   

• The increase in the concentration of wind farms within the Craggy Uplands and the 

slight increase in their influence upon the setting of the High Tops LCTs; and 

• The larger scale of the proposed wind turbines relative to existing wind farms within 

the Craggy Uplands LCT. 

6.7.18 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, and 
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land cover, would continue to define the landscape, unaffected by the Proposed 

Development;  

• The relatively compact form of the Proposed Development when experienced from 

this LCT unit due to the alignment of the turbines; 

• The Proposed Development would be situated in a relatively expansive landscape 

that is well suited to hosting wind farm development; 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

affected parts of this LCT unit;  

• A large proportion of the southern slopes of Ben Cruachan experience a large degree 

of enclosure from existing conifer forestry plantations; and 

• The Proposed Development would be situated in a distinctly separate LCT unit. 

6.7.19 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change for this LCT across the potentially 

affected slopes and summit of Ben Cruachan is considered to be low. The Proposed 

Development would provide a relatively distant influence, upon a part of the LCT unit where 

the characteristics of the High Tops LCT are slightly subdued, due to the nearby change in 

landscape character between the High Tops LCT and the Craggy Uplands LCT. The nearby 

Craggy Uplands to the south possess a less dramatic character that is influenced by some 

operational wind farm development, including Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms. 

The Proposed Development would maintain a similar spacing to these existing wind farms 

across the Craggy Uplands, but it would also be slightly more discernible due to its larger 

scale and situated slightly closer to the coast. However, the Proposed Development would 

still be perceived to be set within the less dramatic uplands to the south of the High Tops LCT.  

6.7.20 From more distant areas surrounding Beinn Bhuidhe, only a small number of blade tips and 

hubs of the proposed turbines would be visible at distances of over 24km. They would be 

situated beyond the intervening landform of Beinn Ghlas within the Craggy Uplands LCT, and 

as a result there would be no visibility of the turbine towers, and also set beyond the 

operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms that have only a modest influence on 

this part of the LCT unit given the intervening distance. A negligible magnitude of change 

would arise to across these affected parts of the LCT unit as a result of the introduction of the 

Proposed Development.  

  

  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.21 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Ben Cruachan 

unit of the High Tops LCT unit where theoretical visibility is predicted would be at worst 

moderate-minor and not significant, and across the majority of the LCT unit where no 

visibility is predicted there would be no change.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.22 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.23 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

areas predicted to experience theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would also 
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be subject to a cumulative influence from the operational Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, 

Carraig Gheal, and An Suidhe Wind Farms. These wind farms will be visible together with the 

Proposed Development across the less elevated landscapes to the south of the High Tops 

LCT, forming a relatively well spaced group of wind farms, with the exception of Barran 

Caltunn, interspersed across the Craggy Uplands LCT. As a result, the introduction of the 

Proposed Development into this scenario would result in a medium-low cumulative 

magnitude of change.  

6.7.24 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and 

there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority of the LCT unit. 

This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst medium-low cumulative 

magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

6.7.25 The consented and application scenarios would intensify the number of wind farm 

developments to the south-east of the Detailed Study Area, due to visibility of the consented 

Blarghour and application An Carr Dubh and Ladyfield Wind Farms, but this would maintain 

a similar pattern of development across the landscapes to the south of the LCT unit. As a 

result, a low cumulative magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative 

scenarios. 

6.7.26 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the consented and application 

scenarios would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the LCT 

unit, and there would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the 

LCT unit. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative 

magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 2 High Tops / Beinn Bhreac unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.27 The Beinn Bhreac unit of the High Tops LCT is situated to the north of the host Craggy 

Uplands landscape, between Loch Creran and the western side of the upper reaches of Loch 

Etive. It comprises a significantly larger scale landform than the Craggy Uplands to the south, 

with Beinn Bhreac and Beinn Mheadhonach the closest mountains to the Proposed 

Development. As a result of the scale of the massif containing these hills and their southerly 

position in the LCT unit, it forms a prominent barrier between the Craggy Uplands and many 

of the High Tops situated further north in the LCT unit.  

6.7.28 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from the NatureScot 

LCA:  

• “Rugged, steep sided mountain ranges with a massive scale. 

• Diverse landform with gullies, scarp slopes and rocky screes. 

• Striking exposed rock faces, with scrubby birch-oak woodland in gullies. 

• Relatively wide glens between mountain ranges. 

• Fast-flowing burns, waterfalls and small upland lochs are distinctive features. 

• Extensive conifer forests on some lower slopes. 

• Inaccessible and relatively uninhabited, with strong wildness qualities. 
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• Dramatic mountain scenery”. 

6.7.29 There are no wind farms located within this LCT, but there are some existing influences on its 

wider setting from wind farms situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to the south of the LCT 

unit, including Barran Caltunn, Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.30 The Beinn Bhreac unit of the High Tops LCT has a medium-high value. The receptor lies 

within the North Argyll LLA and it has scenic qualities that relate to its large-scale mountains, 

and its generally undeveloped character. These characteristics are strengthened by the 

contrast in the scale of the mountains relative to the more modest scale of the Craggy Uplands 

to the south of the LCT unit. The recreational use of the landscape, particularly for hill walking, 

also contributes to its medium-high value. 

6.7.31 The Beinn Bhreac unit of the High Tops LCT generally has a medium-high susceptibility to 

the Proposed Development, although it varies slightly across its extents. Across northern and 

central parts of the LLA, there are more limited external influences from development, but 

from its southern parts there are stronger external influences from operational wind farm 

developments, settlement and commercial forestry. The raised elevation of much of this LCT 

means that it draws influences from a much wider extent than other lower-lying LCTs and this 

reduces its sensitivity to development in one particular area. 

6.7.32 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-high rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.33 The Proposed Development is located outwith the LCT unit and there would therefore be no 

direct effects upon its character. Effects of the Proposed Development would therefore be 

indirect and associated with its influence on its surrounding landscape.     

6.7.34 Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is very limited across the LCT unit, with 

potentially affected areas generally contained to the southern half, most notably across the 

southern slopes and summits of Beinn Bhreac, Beinn Molurgainn, Beinn Mheadhonach, and 

Creach Bheinn, with a limited number of smaller patches across the LCT. These potentially 

affected areas extend intermittently across the slopes of these hills for around 8km. Overall, 

the potentially affected areas comprise a small proportion of the LCT unit. 

6.7.35 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The large proportion of the Proposed Development that is theoretically visible across 

the southern slopes of Beinn Bhreac, Beinn Molurgainn, Beinn Mheadhonach, and 

Creach Bheinn; 

• The strong association between the southern slopes of the potentially affected hills 

and the Craggy Uplands LCT;   

• The increase in the concentration of wind farms within the Craggy Uplands and the 

slight increase in their influence upon the setting of the High Tops LCTs; and 

• The larger scale of the proposed wind turbines relative to existing wind farms within 

the Craggy Uplands LCT. 

6.7.36 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 
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• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, and 

land cover, would continue to define the landscape, unaffected by the Proposed 

Development;  

• The relatively compact form of the Proposed Development when experienced from 

this LCT unit due to the alignment of the turbines; 

• The Proposed Development would be situated in a relatively expansive landscape 

that is well suited to hosting wind farm development; 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

affected parts of this LCT unit; and 

• The Proposed Development would be situated in a distinctly separate LCT unit, 

beyond Loch Etive. 

6.7.37 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change for this LCT across the potentially 

affected slopes and summits of Beinn Bhreac, Beinn Molurgainn, Beinn Mheadhonach, and 

Creach Bheinn is considered to be low. The Proposed Development would provide a relatively 

distant influence, upon a part of the LCT unit where the characteristics of the High Tops LCT 

are slightly subdued, due to the nearby change in landscape character between the High Tops 

LCT and the Craggy Uplands LCT. The nearby Craggy Uplands to the south possess a less 

dramatic character that is influenced by some operational wind farm development, including 

Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms. The Proposed Development would maintain a 

similar spacing to these existing wind farms across the Craggy Uplands, but it would also be 

slightly more discernible due to its larger scale and situated slightly closer to the coast. 

However, the Proposed Development would still be perceived to be set within the less 

dramatic uplands to the south of the High Tops LCT.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.38 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Ben Bhreac unit 

of the High Tops LCT unit where theoretical visibility is predicted would be at worst moderate-

minor and not significant, and across large parts of the LCT unit where no visibility is 

predicted there would be no change.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.39 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.40 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

areas predicted to experience theoretical visibility would also be subject to a cumulative 

influence from the operational Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal, and An Suidhe 

Wind Farms. These wind farms will be visible together with the Proposed Development across 

the less elevated landscapes to the south and south-east of the High Tops LCT, with the 

exception of Barran Caltunn, forming a relatively well spaced group of wind farms, 

interspersed across the Craggy Uplands LCT. As a result, the introduction of the Proposed 

Development into this scenario would result in a medium-low cumulative magnitude of 

change.  

6.7.41 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and 

there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority of the LCT unit. 



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-45 

 

This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst medium-low cumulative 

magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

6.7.42 The consented and application scenarios would intensify the number of developments to the 

south-east of the Detailed Study Area, due to visibility of the consented Blarghour and 

application An Carr Dubh and Ladyfield Wind Farms, but this would maintain a similar pattern 

of development across the landscapes to the south of the LCT unit. As a result, a low 

magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative scenarios. 

6.7.43 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the consented and application 

scenarios would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the LCT 

unit, and there would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the 

LCT unit. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative 

magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 7 Craggy Upland / NW Loch Awe unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.44 A description of the characteristics of the host LCT unit is provided in Section 6.4.  

6.7.45 The characteristics of the LCT are illustrated in the visualisations for Viewpoint 12 (Barr Liath), 

which is located in this LCT. 

6.7.46 There are a few operational wind farms located within this receptor, including Beinn Ghlas 

and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms situated in the north-eastern part of the LCT unit.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.47 The value of the NW Loch Awe unit of the Craggy Upland LCT is medium. Only very small 

parts of the LCT unit in the north-east and south-west are covered by local landscape 

designations, but the modest influence of these areas upon the character of the LCT unit as 

a whole is not sufficient to increase its value.  

6.7.48 The susceptibility of the NW Loch Awe unit of the Craggy Upland to the effects of the Proposed 

Development is medium to high. While the LCT unit as a whole possesses low levels of built 

development, it has strong influences from wind farm development in the north of the LCT 

unit, and there are extensive conifer forestry plantations across the LCT unit that reduce the 

naturalness of the area. The landscape is also of a sufficient scale to accommodate 

commercial wind farm development. However, those parts of the LCT unit closest to the 

Proposed Development would be particularly susceptible due to the strong association 

between these areas and the Site.  

6.7.49 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.50 The Proposed Development lies within the north-western corner of this LCT unit, and as a 

result extensive theoretical visibility is predicted across its immediate surroundings within 3km 

of the Proposed Development. Across the rest of the LCT unit, theoretical visibility is primarily 

contained to the elevated hill ground surrounding Loch Scammadale, which includes A’ 

Chruach to the north (~3km), Carn Dearg to the south (~6km), and Beinn Dearg to the east 

(~4km). Although the forestry around A’Chruach provides a strong degree of enclosure to the 

north of Loch Scammadale, at greater distances, there are a number of smaller patches of 
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theoretical visibility predicted across the extensive forestry around Loch Avich, and further 

south there is less obstructed visibility of the Proposed Development from the hills around 

Barr Liath (Viewpoint 12).  

6.7.51 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The extensive areas of theoretical visibility predicted across the immediate landscape 

surrounding the Proposed Development to the south-east and south at distances of 

up to around 6km; 

• The position of the Proposed Development within the north-western corner of the LCT 

unit, where the setting of this part of the LCT unit is influenced to a degree by the 

neighbouring, slightly smaller scale Craggy Uplands with Settled Glens LCT;   

• The large scale of the proposed wind turbines; 

• The increase in the influence of wind farms within the Craggy Uplands; 

• The larger scale of the proposed wind turbines relative to existing wind farms within 

the Craggy Uplands LCT; and 

• The potential for the Proposed Development to influence the perceived scale of the 

LCT unit where it forms part of the setting to the Craggy Uplands with Settled Glens 

LCT unit.  

6.7.52 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a relatively small footprint, so direct effects 

on the LCT unit will be relatively modest in extent;  

• The containing landforms of the Beinn Ghlas, Beinn Dearg, and Carn Dearg 

ridgelines greatly reduce the influence of the Proposed Development across the 

southern half of the LCT unit; 

• The Proposed Development would be situated in a relatively expansive landscape 

that is well suited to hosting wind farm development; 

• From large swathes of the LCT unit, the character of the landscape is heavily 

influenced by forestry operations and associated tracks; and 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

many affected parts of this LCT unit. 

6.7.53 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on those areas of the NW Loch 

Awe unit of the Craggy Uplands LCT that are predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development would vary between high and negligible. Potentially affected areas 

up to 3km from the Proposed Development would be subject to a high magnitude of change, 

while those areas between 3-6km from the Proposed Development would be subject to a 

medium magnitude of change, due to the decreasing influence of the Proposed Development 

and the existing influence of Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms. At greater 

distances, the influence of the Proposed Development would reduce further such that effects 

of a low or negligible magnitude would be experienced. Additionally, it is considered that 

effects across areas of plantation forestry are likely to be subject to a negligible magnitude 

of change or no change.   

 Significance of effect 
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6.7.54 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the NW Loch Awe 

unit of the Craggy Uplands LCT where theoretical visibility is predicted would be localised in 

extent and vary between negligible/ no change and not significant and major-moderate 

and significant within around 3km from the Proposed Development, but across large parts 

of the LCT unit where no visibility is predicted there would be no change.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.55 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.56 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

elevated hill ground surrounding Loch Scammadale that is predicted to experience theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development would also be subject to a cumulative influence from 

the operational Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, and to a lesser 

extent, also the An Suidhe Wind Farm. The Proposed Development would therefore extend 

the existing arc of wind farms, such that on occasion there would be an influence from wind 

farm development to the east, north-east and north. Cumulative visibility between these wind 

farms would on the whole be fairly limited in area, due to the undulating landforms, and as a 

result a low cumulative magnitude of change is predicted across this LCT unit in the 

operational and under-construction scenario.   

6.7.57 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across affected parts of 

the LCT unit, and there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority 

of the LCT unit. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low 

cumulative magnitude of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

6.7.58 The consented and application scenarios would be subject to only a negligible magnitude of 

change, due to extremely limited intervisibility of the consented and application wind farms. 

As a result, a negligible magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative 

scenarios. 

6.7.59 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application scenario 

would therefore be negligible and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the LCT unit. This is 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Glen Lonan unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.60 The Craggy Uplands with Settled Glens LCT is situated between the slightly larger scale 

Craggy Uplands LCT and the smaller scale Rocky Mosaic LCT, encompassing the 

landscapes of Glen Lonan, Loch Nell, and the eastern parts of Glen Feochan. While it still 

possesses some of the same characteristics of the Craggy Uplands, its upland landcover is 

often dominated by conifer forestry plantations, and it contains some smaller scale, settled 

glens. One of the wind turbines associated with the Proposed Development is situated close 

to the southern border of this LCT unit. 

6.7.61 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from the NatureScot 

LCA:  
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• “Upland moor with irregular, rather amorphous landform. 

• Rounded knolls, rock outcrops and numerous lochs in low-lying hollows and glens. 

• Open moorland predominates, but extensive conifer plantations camouflage the 

landscape pattern in some areas. 

• Oak-birch woodland on lower slopes. 

• Stone walls enclose an irregular patchwork of pastures within glens on margins of 

moorland. 

• Isolated farmsteads and small villages in sheltered sites within glens. 

• Numerous archaeological remains, often concentrated on rounded knolls on lower 

slopes. 

• Historic intricate, irregular landscape pattern in glens.”  

6.7.62 The characteristics of the LCT are also illustrated in the visualisations for Viewpoint 1 (Dun 

Ladain, Glen Feochan), Viewpoint 2 (Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh), and Viewpoint 3 (C32 

Road, near Dun-neil), which are located in this LCT. 

6.7.63 The operational Barran Caltunn wind turbines are located in the north-west of this LCT unit.   

 Sensitivity 

6.7.64 The value of the Glen Lonan unit of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT is medium. 

Only very small parts of the LCT unit in the west and east are covered by local landscape 

designations, but the modest influence of these areas upon the character of the LCT unit as 

a whole is not sufficient to increase its value.  

6.7.65 The susceptibility of the Glen Lonan unit of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT to the 

effects of the Proposed Development is high. The LCT unit has a strong association with the 

neighbouring Craggy Uplands LCT, where the majority of the Proposed Development is sited, 

due to the role that the Craggy Uplands play in forming the containing ridges to the glens. 

Given the relatively modest scale of parts of this LCT unit, it is therefore susceptible to the 

effects associated with siting commercial scale wind farm development close to these 

ridgelines.    

6.7.66 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-high rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.7.67 Parts of the Proposed Development lie within this LCT unit, including a single turbine and 

sections of the access track, and as a result extensive theoretical visibility is predicted across 

large parts of the LCT unit. Theoretical visibility is relatively widespread, although variable in 

nature, along the length of Glen Lonan, across the craggy uplands west of Loch Nell and the 

southern slopes of Glen Feochan, while the nearby hills of Cruach Clenamacrie and Deadh 

Choimhead contain visibility across much of the north of the LCT unit.  

6.7.68 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The extensive areas of theoretical visibility predicted across the immediate landscape 

surrounding the Proposed Development; 
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• The large scale of the proposed wind turbines; 

• The increase in the influence of wind farms within parts of the LCT unit, and the 

additional characteristic influence it would introduce across areas where visibility of 

existing wind farms is currently not apparent; 

• The larger scale of the proposed wind turbines relative to existing wind farms within 

the neighbouring Craggy Uplands LCT; and 

• The potential for the Proposed Development to influence the perceived scale of the 

smaller scale parts of the LCT, such as the glen floor, particularly where they are 

visible within the immediate context of rural dwellings and farm buildings.  

6.7.69 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a small footprint of the LCT unit, so direct 

effects on the LCT unit will be limited in extent;  

• From large swathes of the LCT unit, the character of the landscape is heavily 

influenced by forestry operations and associated tracks; and 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

some affected parts of this LCT unit. 

6.7.70 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on those areas of the Glen Lonan 

unit of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT that are predicted to receive theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development would be high. Additionally, it is considered that effects 

across areas of plantation forestry are likely to be subject to a negligible magnitude of change 

or no change.   

 Significance of effect 

6.7.71 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Glen Lonan unit 

of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT where theoretical visibility is predicted would be 

localised in extent and would vary between negligible/ no change and not significant and 

major and significant within around 4km from the Proposed Development, but across parts 

of the LCT unit where no visibility is predicted there would be no change.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.72 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.73 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, cumulative theoretical 

visibility would arise primarily with the Barran Caltunn turbines, which are located to the north-

west of the Proposed Development, and this would mostly occur between the two 

developments, such that their influence is from opposite directions. Cumulative visibility 

between the Proposed Development and Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms would 

be relatively limited and contained to the elevated hill ground east of Oban. Overall, 

cumulative visibility between these wind farms would affect a modest extent of the LCT unit, 

due to the undulating landforms, but where apparent a high cumulative magnitude of change 

is predicted across this LCT unit in the operational and under-construction scenario.   

6.7.74 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be major and significant across affected parts of the LCT unit, and 

there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across large parts of the LCT unit where 
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cumulative visibility is not predicted to arise. This is due to a combination of the factors that 

lead to the at worst high cumulative magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of 

the LCT unit. 

6.7.75 The consented and application scenarios would be subject to only a negligible magnitude of 

change, due to extremely limited intervisibility of the consented and application wind farms. 

As a result, a negligible magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative 

scenarios. 

6.7.76 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application scenario 

would therefore be negligible and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the LCT unit. This is 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.77 The Craggy Uplands with Settled Glens LCT / Loch Scammadale unit is situated between the 

slightly larger scale Craggy Uplands LCT and the smaller scale Craggy Coast and Islands 

LCT, encompassing the landscapes of Loch Scammadale, Loch Tralaig, and the large areas 

of forestry between Glen Risdale and Glen Gallain. Its closest reaches are situated 

approximately 4km south of the Proposed Development. While it still possesses some of the 

same characteristics of the Craggy Uplands, its upland landcover is often dominated by 

conifer forestry plantations, and it contains some smaller scale, settled glens.  

6.7.78 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from NatureScot’s 

National LCA:  

• “Upland moor with irregular, rather amorphous landform. 

• Rounded knolls, rock outcrops and numerous lochs in low-lying hollows and glens. 

• Open moorland predominates, but extensive conifer plantations camouflage the 

landscape pattern in some areas. 

• Oak-birch woodland on lower slopes. 

• Stone walls enclose an irregular patchwork of pastures within glens on margins of 

moorland. 

• Isolated farmsteads and small villages in sheltered sites within glens. 

• Numerous archaeological remains, often concentrated on rounded knolls on lower 

slopes. 

• Historic intricate, irregular landscape pattern in glens.”  

6.7.79 There are no operational wind farms located within this LCT, but there are some existing, 

distant influences on its wider setting from wind farms situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to 

the east, such as Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.80 The value of the Loch Scammadale unit of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT is 

medium. Large parts of the LCT unit in the west are covered by the Knapdale/ Melfort LLA, 
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but these areas are generally covered by commercial forestry plantations and as a result they 

do not exhibit the more diverse and scenic characteristics from which the designation 

attributes its value.   

6.7.81 The susceptibility of the Loch Scammadale unit of the Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT 

to the effects of the Proposed Development is medium. Eastern parts of the LCT unit have a 

strong association with the neighbouring Craggy Uplands LCT, albeit not those parts 

containing the Proposed Development, and as a result their susceptibility to change from the 

Proposed Development is moderated to a degree. Western parts of the LCT unit which are 

forested have a limited susceptibility to change from the Proposed Development, due to the 

enclosure provided by the trees and the modified nature of the landscape.   

6.7.82 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.7.83 The Proposed Development lies outwith this LCT unit, and effects would therefore arise from 

changes to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the 

Proposed Development rather than as direct physical effects on the landscape.  

6.7.84 Theoretical visibility is generally contained to the elevated hill ground to the south of Loch 

Scammadale, the forested hill ground around Cruach Rarey and above Glen Gallan, and 

some small areas of the Braes of Lorn. These potentially affected areas would be subject to 

an influence from varying numbers of turbines, with large parts of the LCT unit to the west 

predicted to only experience theoretical visibility of a few turbines. Theoretical visibility is 

generally limited to blade tips with only some small sections of towers potentially visible from 

small areas. 

6.7.85 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• Theoretical visibility is predicted across parts of LCT unit at distances of between 6km 

and 13km;  

• The horizontal extent of the Proposed Development is contained between 20-30° of 

the wider field of view from some locations in the LCT (see Figure 6.8); 

• The introduction of visibility of wind farm development into some small parts of the 

LCT unit where there is currently no or a weaker influence from existing wind farm 

development; and 

• The situation of the Proposed Development in the broader context of the more distant 

Lorn mountains, which form part of the wider setting of the LCT unit.  

6.7.86 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, 

land cover, and settlement patterns, would continue to define the landscape, 

unaffected by the Proposed Development; 

• The limited extent of theoretical visibility predicted across the LCT unit; 

• The limited proportion of the Proposed Development that is theoretically visible; 

• The relatively low elevation of the Proposed Development beneath the skyline; 
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• The Proposed Development would be situated in a relatively expansive landscape 

that is well suited to hosting wind farm development; 

• From large swathes of the LCT unit, the character of the landscape is heavily 

influenced by forestry operations and associated tracks; and 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

affected parts of this LCT unit. 

6.7.87 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on areas of the LCT that are 

predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be negligible to 

low. From those parts of the LCT unit that are not predicted to receive any theoretical visibility 

of the Proposed Development, there would be no change.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.88 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Craggy Upland 

with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit would be not significant due to the worst-case 

minor effect that is predicted to occur.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.89 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.90 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

elevated hill ground to the south of Loch Scammadale that is predicted to experience 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would also be subject to a cumulative 

influence from the operational Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, and 

to a lesser extent, also the An Suidhe Wind Farm. The Proposed Development would 

therefore extend the existing arc of wind farms further west. Cumulative visibility between 

these wind farms would on the whole be fairly limited in area, due to the undulating landforms, 

and as a result a low cumulative magnitude of change is predicted across this LCT unit in the 

operational and under-construction scenario.   

6.7.91 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be minor and not significant across affected parts of the LCT unit, 

and there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority of the LCT unit. 

This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

6.7.92 The consented and application scenarios would be subject to only a negligible magnitude of 

change, due to extremely limited intervisibility of the consented and application wind farms. 

As a result, a negligible magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative 

scenarios. 

6.7.93 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application scenario 

would therefore be negligible and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the LCT unit. This is 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 7b Craggy Coast & Islands / Oban-Melfort unit  

 Baseline 
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6.7.94 This LCT covers a long stretch (approximately 37km) of the mainland Argyll coastline between 

Oban in the north to Loch Melfort in the south, with its closest reaches approximately 1km 

west of the Proposed Development. Given the length of the LCT unit, the characteristics of 

the coastline are affected to a degree by localised pockets of settlement, for example, in parts 

of the LCT unit around Oban. The landscape is generally scenic with central parts of the LCT 

unit locally designated as part of the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, and southern parts locally 

designated parts of the Knapdale/ Melfort LLA.  

6.7.95 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from NatureScot’s 

National LCA:  

• “Small scale, diverse topography and complex landform. 

• Distinct seascape context. 

• Undulating, low moorland with low coastal cliffs and distinctive dark ledges of slate 

jutting into the sea. 

• Intricate, deeply indented coastline of narrow sea lochs, long fragmented peninsulas 

and chains of rocky off-shore islands. 

• Slanting rock strata are prominent and are reflected in the wedge-shaped form of the 

outlying islands. 

• Open rocky moorland predominates, with pockets of pasture on more fertile land near 

villages. 

• Well settled and well frequented. 

• Extensive broadleaf woodland, small settlements, farmland and policy landscapes on 

more sheltered sections of coast. Otherwise few trees. 

• Patches of bog and peaty marsh in low-lying hollows. 

• Few trees, except near settlements. 

• Distinctive slate stone walls.” 

6.7.96 The characteristics of the LCT are also illustrated in the visualisations for Viewpoint 4 (A816 

Kilmore), Viewpoint 5 (Pulpit Hill, Oban), Viewpoint 6 (A816, near Knipoch Hotel), and 

Viewpoint 7 (Oban War Memorial), which are located in this LCT. 

6.7.97 There are no operational wind farms located within this receptor, but there are some existing, 

distant influences on its wider setting from wind farms situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to 

the east, such as Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.98 The value of the Oban-Melfort unit of the Craggy Coast and Islands LCT is medium-high. 

Large parts of the LCT unit are covered by the Knapdale/ Melfort LLA, and it is generally 

scenic and unspoilt with a relatively strong sense of place.   

6.7.99 The susceptibility of the Oban-Melfort unit of the Craggy Coast and Islands LCT to the effects 

of the Proposed Development is medium-high, although it varies slightly across its extents. 

Across large parts of the LCT unit such as the coastlines around Loch Melfort, there is no 

influence from operational wind farm development, and as a result the susceptibility of these 

areas is high. From more elevated areas, such as those around Clachan and Minard, where 
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there is a distant influence from operational wind farm development and some commercial 

forestry, the susceptibility of the landscape is likely to be slightly lower.   

6.7.100 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-high rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.101 The Proposed Development lies outwith this LCT unit, and effects would therefore arise from 

changes to the way that the landscape character is perceived as a result of visibility of the 

Proposed Development rather than as direct physical effects on the landscape.  

6.7.102 Theoretical visibility is predicted to occur intermittently along the length of this LCT unit, with 

notable patches across elevated areas of Oban, north of Minard point, on the slopes of Beinn 

Mhor, the ridgeline of Beinn Chaorach and Carn Dearg, the Pass of Melfort, and a few other 

elevated hills. The greatest potential for effects is likely to occur across those northern parts 

of the LCT, closest to the Proposed Development, where a greater proportion of the Proposed 

Development is visible, for example around Loch Feochan.   

6.7.103 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• Theoretical visibility is predicted across parts of LCT unit at varying distances of 

between 1km and 18km;  

• The Proposed Development would be situated above the containing landforms of 

some of the closest parts of the LCT unit; 

• Across some parts of the LCT, such as the shoreline around Loch Feochan, the 

Proposed Development will form a new characteristic element in the wider landscape, 

which would introduce movement and contrasting colour and texture; and 

• The large scale of the wind turbines relative to the modest scale of some parts of the 

LCT unit.  

6.7.104 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, 

land cover, and settlement patterns, would continue to define the landscape, 

unaffected by the Proposed Development; 

• The limited extent of theoretical visibility predicted across the LCT unit; 

• The limited proportion of the Proposed Development that is theoretically visible from 

many locations, in particular across southern parts where it would occupy a narrow 

portion of the surrounding landscape; 

• The Proposed Development would be situated inland away from the stronger coastal 

influences that characterise parts of the LCT unit;  

• From urban areas around Oban, the Proposed Development will often be viewed 

within the context of existing development associated with the settlement; and 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

some affected parts of this LCT unit. 
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6.7.105 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on areas of the LCT that are 

predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would vary between 

high and medium across potentially affected parts of the LCT around Loch Feochan, but this 

would reduce to low across other affected areas at greater distances. From those parts of the 

LCT units that are not predicted to receive any theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development, there would be no change.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.106 The effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Oban-Melfort unit 

of the Craggy Coast and Islands LCT would be locally significant where major and major-

moderate effects are predicted to occur around Loch Feochan, and not significant where 

moderate-minor effects are predicted to occur elsewhere. Effects across areas where no 

theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted would also be not significant. 

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.107 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.108 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

elevated hill ground across the LCT predicted to experience theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development would also be subject to a cumulative influence from the operational 

Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, and to a lesser extent, also the An 

Suidhe Wind Farm. The Proposed Development would therefore bring wind farm development 

closer to the LCT. Cumulative visibility between these wind farms would on the whole be fairly 

limited in area, due to the undulating landforms, and as a result a low cumulative magnitude 

of change is predicted across this LCT unit in the operational and under-construction scenario.   

6.7.109 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across affected parts of 

the LCT unit, and there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority 

of the LCT unit. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low 

cumulative magnitude of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

6.7.110 The consented and application scenarios would be subject to only a negligible magnitude of 

change, due to extremely limited intervisibility of the consented and application wind farms. 

As a result, a negligible magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these cumulative 

scenarios. 

6.7.111 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application scenario 

would therefore be negligible and not significant across parts of the LCT unit, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the LCT unit. This is 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium sensitivity of the LCT unit. 

 LCT 18 Lowland Ridges & Moss / Moss of Achnacree unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.112 This small LCT unit comprises the flat Moss of Achnacree, which is situated between the 

steep hill slopes of Beinn Lora to the north and the Falls of Lora to the south, approximately 

7km north of the Proposed Development. The perimeter of the LCT unit is affected by 

development, including the A828 trunk road to the west, minor roads to the north, east and 
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south, and ribbon development associated with the settlements of North Connel, Black Crofts 

and Achnancairn to the south and east. While the edges of the LCT unit are influenced by the 

shoreline of Ardmucknish Bay and Loch Etive, the centre of the LCT unit is characterised by 

the undeveloped moss.  

6.7.113 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from the NatureScot 

LCA:  

• “Coastal lowland with low ridges separating narrow, linear glens or flat areas of moss. 

• Ridges form low, narrow peninsulas enclosing small, horseshoe-shaped bays. 

• Rocky ridges are densely wooded and linear glens are a patchwork of marginal 

pastures. 

• Shoreline and off-shore islands have a more undulating landform and a more open 

character. 

• Landform becomes lower and ridges less pronounced towards the south, where there 

are extensive areas of flat, peaty moss. 

• Some relatively large houses in sheltered coves, with scattered, more recent 

development elsewhere.” 

6.7.114 The characteristics of the LCT are also illustrated in the visualisations for Viewpoint 8 

(Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall), which is located in this LCT. 

6.7.115 There are no operational wind farms located within this receptor, but there are some existing 

influences on its wider setting from the Barran Caltunn and Beinn Ghlas wind turbines situated 

to the south and south-east of the LCT unit.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.116 The Moss of Achnacree unit of the Lowland Ridges & Moss LCT has a medium-low value. 

The LCT unit is not covered by any local or national landscape designations, and while it 

possesses a slightly varied character, its quality is affected to a degree by the development 

of Oban Airport, the caravan park at North Ledaig, and the local road network and its 

associated ribbon development around its fringes.      

6.7.117 Overall, this landscape has a medium to low susceptibility to the Proposed Development. The 

susceptibility of the LCT unit is generally moderated by its relatively flat landform, which limits 

its association with the Craggy Uplands to the south of Loch Etive, as well as its distance from 

the Proposed Development. While in western areas, susceptibility is lowest due to some 

intervening woodland screening and the presence of Oban Airport and the North Ledaig 

caravan park, it is highest in the interior of the LCT unit where there is little development and 

woodland. Altogether these characteristics result in an LCT which is considered to have some 

ability to accommodate the influence of distant, sensitively sited wind farm development.  

6.7.118 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-low rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.119 Theoretical visibility is widespread across this LCT at distances of between 9-11km with the 

majority of turbines theoretically visible from most parts, with the exception of some of the 

northern shore of Loch Etive around North Connel and Achnacree Bay, where theoretical 
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visibility varies between 1-12 turbines. Given the flat topography of the LCT unit, where 

woodland is present, the influence of the landscapes to the south of the LCT unit on its setting 

are limited.  

6.7.120 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The extensive coverage of theoretical visibility across the LCT unit at distances of 

between 9-11km; 

• The relatively broad extent of the Proposed Development that is visible from within 

the LCT (contained within approximately 21° of the wider field of view);   

• The large scale of some of the proposed wind turbines due to limited screening from 

intervening landform; 

• The exposure of much of the interior of the LCT due to its flat landform and the 

absence of vegetation and buildings; 

• The additional influence of the Proposed Development when added to the existing 

baseline of wind farm development on the horizon to the south; and 

• The position of the Proposed Development in between the smaller operational Beinn 

Ghlas and Barran Caltunn Wind Farms.  

6.7.121 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, 

land cover, and settlement patterns, would continue to define the landscape, 

unaffected by the Proposed Development;  

• The Proposed Development would be situated on a broad, rugged ridgeline that is 

located beyond the immediate context of the LCT unit, which is partially characterised 

by Loch Etive to the south; 

• The medium range distance of the affected parts of the LCT from the Proposed 

Development; and 

• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

most parts of this LCT unit. 

6.7.122 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on areas of the LCT that are 

predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be medium.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.123 The effects of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Rugged Lowland 

Hills LCT unit would be at worst moderate-minor and not significant, due to a combination 

of the factors highlighted above.  

  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.124 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  
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6.7.125 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a high cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm and Barran Caltunn wind turbines, the 

introduction of the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy development of a 

larger scale into the wider setting of the LCT than previously was the case. However, it would 

be situated within a relatively similar landscape setting to these other developments, beyond 

the more settled lowlands, and of a scale that would not overwhelm the wider landscape, 

which is characterised by relatively broad ridgelines.  

6.7.126 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant. This is due to a combination of 

the factors that lead to the high cumulative magnitude of change and the medium-low 

sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.7.127 There is no theoretical visibility of consented or application wind farm developments from this 

LCT unit, and as a result no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative 

scenarios.  

 LCT 20 Rocky Mosaic / Ardchatten unit  

 Baseline 

6.7.128 This narrow LCT unit stretches along the northern shoreline of Loch Etive, situated between 

the steep hill slopes of Na Maoileen (High Tops LCT) to the north and Loch Etive to the south, 

approximately 8km north-east of the Proposed Development. The LCT unit has a south-facing 

aspect that increases the LCT unit’s association with landscapes to the south.    

6.7.129 The following ‘Key Characteristics’ of this LCT unit have been extracted from the NatureScot 

LCA:  

• “Uneven, hummocky landform with rocky outcrops and narrow glens. 

• Raised beaches, cliffs and distinctive rounded knolls. 

• Rocky, indented coastline with offshore islands and small sandy bays. 

• Relatively small-scale landscape with a diverse mix of colours and textures. 

• Steep wooded cliffs and hummocky, gorse-covered slopes. 

• Stone walls provide partial enclosure. 

• Relatively well-settled, with scattered isolated farm buildings and small villages in 

sheltered sites. 

• A wide variety of archaeological sites. 

• Complex transitional landscape.” 

6.7.130 There are no operational wind farms located within this LCT, but there are some existing 

influences on its wider setting from wind farms situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to the 

south, such as Beinn Ghlas and Barran Caltunn Wind Farms.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.131 The Ardchatten unit of the Rocky Mosaic LCT has a medium-high value. A very small part of 

the LCT unit in the east is covered by the North Argyll LLA, but in isolation the modest 
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influence of this area upon the character of the LCT unit as a whole is not sufficient to increase 

its value. The additional value associated with the Ardchatten Priory GDL supplements the 

wider value of the landscape though, and as such its value is considered to be medium-high.    

6.7.132 Overall, this landscape has a medium susceptibility to the Proposed Development. This is 

underpinned by the orientation of the LCT’s slopes in a south-westerly direction towards the 

Proposed Development, and its distance of between 8-10km from the Proposed 

Development, but also moderated to a degree by the strong influence that Loch Etive has on 

the LCT unit.  

6.7.133 The combination of the value of the landscape and its susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development leads to an overall medium-high rating for sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.7.134 Theoretical visibility is widespread across the LCT unit, albeit to different degrees due to the 

varying numbers of blade tips and hubs that are predicted to be visible. There is some 

enclosure provided by riparian woodland within the valleys situated on the hill slopes, but 

there are also large areas where there would be no intervening screening from vegetation, in 

particular due to the presence of Loch Etive to the south.  

6.7.135 Factors that increase the magnitude of change are: 

• The extensive coverage of theoretical visibility across the LCT unit at distances of 

between 8-10km; 

• The relatively broad extent of the Proposed Development that is visible from within 

sections of the LCT (up to 20° Horizontal Field of View (HFOV) (see Figure 6.8));   

• The stronger association between the south facing slopes and the landscapes to the 

south of the LCT unit; 

• The additional influence of the Proposed Development when added to the existing 

baseline of wind farm development on the horizon to the south; and 

• The position of the Proposed Development in between the smaller operational Beinn 

Ghlas and Barran Caltunn Wind Farms.  

6.7.136 Factors that decrease the magnitude of change are: 

• There would be no direct physical effects on this LCT unit, ensuring that important 

characteristics of the landscape, including those relating to topography, landform, 

land cover, and settlement patterns, would continue to define the landscape, 

unaffected by the Proposed Development;  

• The limited proportion of the turbines that would be theoretically visible with the 

majority of the turbine towers screened by landform; 

• The Proposed Development would be situated on a broad, rugged ridgeline that is 

located beyond the immediate context of the LCT unit, which is characterised by Loch 

Etive to the south; 

• The medium range distance of the affected parts of the LCT from the Proposed 

Development; and 
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• The Proposed Development is not an entirely new characteristic influence across 

most parts of this LCT unit. 

6.7.137 Taking these factors into account, the magnitude of change on areas of the LCT that are 

predicted to receive theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be low. From 

those parts of the LCT units that are not predicted to receive any theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development, there would be no change.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.138 The effects of the Proposed Development on the landscape character of the Rugged Lowland 

Hills LCT unit would be at worst moderate-minor and not significant, due to a combination 

of the factors highlighted above.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.139 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.7.140 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the 

extent of intervening landform screening, the Proposed Development when experienced as a 

whole would be perceived to be of relatively similar scale to Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm from 

within the LCT unit, and as a result the cumulative magnitude of change would be moderated 

to a degree. It would also be situated within a relatively similar landscape setting to Beinn 

Ghlas Wind Farm, beyond the more settled lowlands, and of a scale that would not overwhelm 

the wider landscape, which is characterised by relatively broad ridgelines.  

6.7.141 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant. This is due to a combination of 

the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change and the medium-

high sensitivity of the LCU.  

6.7.142 There is no theoretical visibility of consented or application wind farm developments from this 

LCT unit, and as a result no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative 

scenarios.  

 Assessment of Effects on Landscape Designations 

6.7.143 The assessment of effects on landscape designations is based on the effect that the Proposed 

Development may have on their ‘special qualities’ (or ‘Special Landscape Qualities’). In this 

LVIA, the special qualities of NSAs and LLAs are referred to as ‘Special Landscape Qualities’ 

and ‘Likely Special Qualities’ respectively.  

6.7.144 This is a separate assessment from that of the likely effects on landscape character. The 

effects on the LCTs that cover the designations can be referred to in Table 6.3 and previous 

parts of this section of the LVIA.  

6.7.145 The scoping process has identified the Lynn of Lorn NSA, Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA, 

North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, Knapdale / Melfort LLA, and North Argyll LLA as the only 

landscape planning designations which have potential to be significantly affected as a result 

of the Proposed Development. The effect on these landscape planning designations is 

assessed below. The other designated areas that cover the Study Area were found through 

the scoping process and subsequent field and desk studies to not have the potential to be 

significantly affected and have therefore not been assessed in any further detail.   
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 Lynn of Lorn NSA  

6.7.146 The assessment of effects on the Lynn of Lorn NSA is based on the effects that the Proposed 

Development would have on Special Landscape Qualities (SLQs). The seven SLQs of the 

Lynn of Lorn NSA are set out in the following NatureScot documentation and are discussed 

in Table 6.9: 

• Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot) (2010). The special qualities of the 

National Scenic Areas. Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No.374.  

6.7.147 The draft assessment guidance produced and published by NatureScot in 2018 is aimed 

specifically at landscape professionals undertaking LVIA for developments with potential to 

impact on the SLQs of NSAs or NPs. The draft guidance presents an approach that is intended 

to be “proportionate to the scale and stage of the development, be clear and transparent so 

that the reasoning that informs judgements can be tracked and convey the complexity of 

effects”. It sets out a four-step approach, presented in a supporting pro forma, under the 

following four headings: 

“Step 1: The Proposal – Gain as full an understanding of the proposal as possible; 

Step 2: Definition of the Study Area and Scope of the Assessment - identifying the area likely 

to be affected; 

Step 3: The Analysis of Impacts and Effects on SLQs; and  

Step 4: Summary of Impacts on the SLQs, implications for the NSA/NP and possible future 

effects on SLQs and recommendations for mitigation.” 

6.7.148 Prior to the assessment of effects in the subsequent steps, it is necessary to establish the 

sensitivity of the NSA to the Proposed Development. The Lynn of Lorn NSA has inherently 

high value due to its nationally important designation, which reflects the combination(s) of 

SLQs. The landscape is of high quality with a strong sense of place and notable scenic 

qualities, which have remained largely intact. The susceptibility of the NSA to the Proposed 

Development is also high, due to the nature of the SLQs and the relationship between the 

SLQs and the Proposed Development. Notably, the NSA is a relatively open landscape, where 

expansive views across the sea to parts of the mainland, including the host landscape, can 

often be experienced, and as such there is a distant association between these two 

landscapes. The combination of the high susceptibility to change of the NSA and its high value 

results in a high sensitivity for the Lynn of Lorn NSA. 

 Step 1: The Proposal 

6.7.149 The aim of Step 1 is to “gain as full an understanding of the proposal as possible” by setting 

out the key aspects of the Proposed Development that have potential to affect the SLQs. A 

detailed description of the Proposed Development is provided in Chapter 4: Description of 

Development. The key part of the Proposed Development that is relevant in the assessment 

of effects on the NSA’s SLQs is the 12 proposed turbines (with a maximum blade tip height 

of 200m), and their visible aviation lighting may contribute to effects. During construction and 

commissioning there would also be temporary works and plant including borrow pit extraction, 

a construction compound, and tall cranes, but at distances of at least 10km from the NSA 

visibility of these features would be moderated substantially by distance.  

6.7.150 The Proposed Development is located entirely outwith the Lynn of Lorn NSA, with the nearest 

turbine lying approximately 10.1km to the south-east of the NSA boundary. Any effects on 
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SLQs would therefore be indirect in nature, arising as a result of visibility of the Proposed 

Development and the way it affects perception of SLQs as experienced from outwith the NSA 

boundaries.  

 Step 2: Definition of The Study Area and Scope of the Assessment 

6.7.151 Step 2 covers two aspects, “firstly to identify the extent of the study area which will relate to 

the location and form of the proposal, and secondly the relationship of this study area to the 

wider NSA/NP’. The guidance goes on to note that “the study area may include a part of the 

designated area, the whole of the designated area, or in some cases the study area may 

extend beyond the boundary of the designated area” (paragraph 18).  

6.7.152 The study area considered in the assessment is dependent to a large degree on the visibility 

of the Proposed Development and its relationship to the relevant SLQs. Figures 6.10a and b 

show the blade tip ZTV for the Proposed Development in relation to the NSA. These figures 

show that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is found primarily across areas 

associated with the waters of the Lynn of Lorn at distances of between 10-19km from the 

Proposed Development (including Viewpoint 10 (see Figure 6.7), which occupy the southern-

eastern and central parts of the NSA, but also across the eastern coast and south-east facing 

slopes of the spine of the Isle of Lismore at distances of between 15-19km (including 

Viewpoint 14), and some smaller intermittent areas across the Benderloch peninsula at 

distances of between 11-16km, north-west of Tralee, and around Port Appin at distances of 

between 16-19km. Theoretical visibility is not predicted to occur across swathes of the Lynn 

of Morvern and the majority of the land to the north of Loch Creran, which occupy the 

extremities of parts of the south-west, north-west and north-east of the NSA.  

6.7.153 The study area is therefore defined as covering the south, south-eastern, and central parts of 

the NSA, as these are the parts of the NSA where there is the greatest potential for significant 

effects on SLQs to arise due to visibility of the Proposed Development.  

 Step 3: The Analysis of Impacts and Effects on SLQs 

6.7.154 Step 3 sets out the assessment of effects that may arise on the study area as a result of the 

Proposed Development. There are four key components to this assessment: 

1. identify those SLQs that have potential to be affected by the Proposed Development; 

2. establish the key landscape characteristics that underpin the relevant SLQs; 

3. assess the effects of the Proposed Development on the relevant SLQs; and 

4. consider the potential for mitigation and determine the level of effect. 

6.7.155 The first stage of Step 3 is to identify those SLQs that have potential to be affected by the 

Proposed Development. NatureScot guidance (SNH, 2018) notes that “The relevant special 

landscape qualities would be those that one can experience within the study area (throughout 

the study area or in a part of the study area) and which may be affected by the proposal. 

Some of the SLQs we experience are dependent upon landscape characteristics and features 

beyond the boundary of the designated area. This is especially the case with visual and 

sensory qualities e.g. panoramic views, specific views, dark skies etc”.  

6.7.156 Table 6.9 lists the relevant SLQs of the NSA (as set out in NatureScot guidance (SNH, 2010)), 

including the NatureScot descriptions, and assesses whether or not the Proposed 

Development may affect how they are perceived or experienced from outwith the NSA 

boundary.  
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6.7.157 The second, third and fourth stages of Step 3 are incorporated into the assessment of effects 

on the relevant SLQs of the NSA in Table 6.9. The headings in this table are set out to follow 

the examples provided by NatureScot in its guidance (SNH, 2018). However, the NatureScot 

example column titled ‘Proposed mitigation and timescales’ has not been included in Table 

6.9 as all mitigation is embedded in the final layout of the Proposed Development, and 

timescales can be assumed to be the lifetime of the Proposed Development.  

6.7.158 Table 6.9 lists these SLQs and separately considers whether or not the Proposed 

Development could potentially have a significant effect upon them. 

Table 6.9 Special Landscape Qualities of the Lynn of Lorn NSA 

Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

SLQ1: A long-inhabited, green oasis 

“Set where Loch Linnhe opens out to the Firth of Lorn and the Sound of Mull, the islands of 

Lismore and Shuna are low, fertile, emerald green oases of limestone amongst a wider and wilder 

landscape of hill and mountain. The neighbouring mainland of Appin and Benderloch is a 

picturesque landscape of small, wooded ridges and sheltered meadows. The rich soils together 

with a climate kept mild by the surrounding seas, has resulted in the area being long inhabited. 

 

The Proposed Development would neither 

directly affect the “low, fertile, emerald green 

oases of limestone” on the islands of Lismore 

and Shuna and their “rich soils”, nor the 

“landscape of small, wooded ridges and 

sheltered meadows” across Appin and 

Benderloch, but it would be apparent in the 

context of the “wider and wilder landscape of 

hill and mountain” from parts of the islands of 

Lismore and Shuna at distances of 14km and 

21km respectively.     

Low: the indirect effects of the Proposed 

Development on the mountainous landscape 

surrounding Lismore and Shuna would be 

moderated firstly by its distance from affected 

parts of the NSA (varying between 10km and 

23km), secondly by its situation on the more 

uniform elevations of the craggy uplands, which 

are located approximately 10km to the south of 

the closest of the Lorn mountains (Ben 

Cruachan), and thirdly by the intermittent 

theoretical visibility that is predicted across the 

NSA. Nevertheless, the turbines could influence 

to a minor degree how the scale and landcover 

of the wider landscape is perceived. In 

summary, the Proposed Development has some 

limited potential to result in indirect, perceived 

effects on an aspect of the SLQ.  

SLQ2: A small scale, low-lying landscape within a vast highland backdrop 

“The pattern of the land is intimate, with small, walled fields, woods and lush meadows. Even the 

natural features of hill and crag tend to be of the small scale. It is a distinctive landscape, an area 

of lowland set within a backdrop of high mountains. Lismore is a green and settled island of rich 

farmland, good for both crops and livestock, and containing a profusion of wild flowers.”  

 

The Proposed Development would neither 

affect the distinctiveness and the small-scale 

patterns of the landscape within the NSA, nor 

would it be situated within the “backdrop of 

high mountains”, which encompasses the 

landscapes of Mull, Ardnamurchan, the Nevis 

range and Lorn. The Proposed Development 

would however be apparent within the wider 

context of the backdrop of high mountains.  

Low: the indirect effects of the Proposed 

Development on the NSA’s backdrop of high 

mountains would be moderated firstly by its 

distance from affected parts of the NSA, 

secondly by its situation on the more uniform 

elevations of the craggy uplands, which are 

located approximately 10km to the south of the 

closest of the Lorn mountains (Ben Cruachan), 

and thirdly by the intermittent theoretical visibility 

that is predicted across the NSA. Nevertheless, 
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Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

the turbines could influence how the backdrop of 

high mountains is experienced. In summary, the 

Proposed Development has some limited 

potential to result in indirect, perceived effects 

on an aspect of the SLQ. 

SLQ3: A landscape strongly orientated northeast-southwest 

“The pattern of ridges and valleys, of crags and slopes, of islands and promontories is particularly 

distinctive, the uniform orientation lending a sense of coherence to the land. The strong northeast-

southwest direction mirrors the far shore of Loch Linnhe and the Great Glen to the north.” 

 

The Proposed Development would not directly 

or indirectly affect the orientation of the NSA, 

with the orientation of the linear form of the 

Proposed Development possessing a similar 

orientation. 

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ.  

SLQ4: The coastline of great variety and diversity 

“The array of islands and islets, horseshoe bays, shingle beaches, geometric cliffs, rocky shores 

and tidal flats, together with the narrow mouth of Loch Creran, provide continual interest to the 

eye. The natural rock arch of Clach Tholl is particularly striking. In places sheltered woods extend 

right down to the tideline, in others there are cliffs that bear the brunt of the gales that whip up the 

Firth of Lorn. The enclosed Lynn, long a sheltered sea route and a place of anchorage, contrasts 

markedly with the open and exposed Loch Linnhe. This great variety within a small area results in 

unparalleled, intimate coastal scenery. However, views over the sea to the distant mountains of 

Mull or the mainland, can bring a vastness of scale to the scene.” 

 

The Proposed Development would not affect 

the great variety and diversity of the coastline, 

but it would be viewed within the wider context 

of the distant mountains of the mainland. The 

Proposed Development would be visible on the 

mainland from the islands of Lismore and 

Shuna at distances of 14km and 21km 

respectively.     

Low: the indirect effects of the Proposed 

Development on views of the distant mountains 

of the mainland would be moderated firstly by its 

distance from affected parts of the NSA, 

secondly by its situation on the more uniform 

elevations of the craggy uplands, which are 

located approximately 10km to the south of the 

closest of the Lorn mountains (Ben Cruachan), 

and thirdly by the intermittent theoretical visibility 

that is predicted across the NSA. Nevertheless, 

the turbines could influence how views over the 

sea are experienced. In summary, the Proposed 

Development has some limited potential to result 

in indirect, perceived effects on an aspect of the 

SLQ. 

SLQ5: A strategic location, rich in history 

“The Lynn of Lorn and Lismore occupy a key strategic position on the west coast of Scotland, with 

commanding views of surrounding mountains, sounds and sea lochs. They are situated on what 

was a major sea route linking Ireland to the lands of the north and west. Throughout history this 

area has been a place of both defence and religion, as shown by the numerous historic remains 

found throughout the area.” 

 

The Proposed Development would not affect 

the strategic position of the Lynn of Lorn and 

Lismore, and the historical sea route between 

Low: the indirect effects of the Proposed 

Development on the commanding views of the 

surrounding mountains of the mainland would be 
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Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

Ireland and the north and west of Scotland. 

There are also no significant effects predicted 

to the setting of any of the cultural heritage 

assets located within the NSA, such as Castle 

Stalker, although the Proposed Development 

would be discernible in part of their setting. 

The Proposed Development would be 

apparent within the wider context of the 

“commanding views of surrounding mountains, 

sounds and sea lochs”. 

moderated firstly by its distance from affected 

parts of the NSA, secondly by its situation on the 

more uniform elevations of the craggy uplands, 

which are located approximately 10km to the 

south of the closest of the Lorn mountains (Ben 

Cruachan), and thirdly by the intermittent 

theoretical visibility that is predicted across the 

NSA. Nevertheless, the turbines could influence 

how views are experienced. In summary, the 

Proposed Development has some limited 

potential to result in indirect, perceived effects 

on an aspect of the SLQ. 

SLQ6: A place of retreat and seclusion 

“From early religious settlements to present-day, secluded estates, the area has long been an 

important place of retreat, quiet and seclusion. This perhaps reflects the intimate nature of the 

land, with its low hills, sheltered hollows and wooded slopes.” 

 

The Proposed Development would not affect 

the perceptual qualities of the area, including 

the sense of retreat, quiet and seclusion, due 

to the separation between it and the NSA. The 

separation between the NSA and the 

Proposed Development is often characterised 

by the intervening seascapes, which reinforce 

these perceptual qualities, and moderate the 

influence of development on the mainland.    

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ.  

SLQ7: Castle Stalker, one of Scotland’s iconic romantic images 

“Castle Stalker, standing prominent on an islet guarding the entrance to Loch Laich, and with its 

dramatic backdrop of island, sea and mountain, is one of the most recognisable and romantic of 

Scottish castles.” 

 

There is no theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development across Castle Stalker 

or Loch Laich, and their immediate 

surroundings, and as a result the Proposed 

Development would not affect this SLQ. 

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ.  

 

 Step 4: Consider the Potential for Mitigation and Determine the Level of Effect 

6.7.159 This assessment has indicated that of the seven SLQs of Lynn of Lorn NSA, four would have 

a low risk of damage/loss as a result of the Proposed Development and three would be subject 

to no change. The four SLQs that possess a low risk of damage/loss are of greatest relevance 

in the determination of the level of effect:  

• SLQ1: A long-inhabited, green oasis; 

• SLQ2: A small scale, low-lying landscape within a vast highland backdrop; 

• SLQ4: The coastline of great variety and diversity; and 

• SLQ5: A strategic location, rich in history. 
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6.7.160 The effects on these SLQs would arise due to perception, as the Proposed Development lies 

outwith the NSA, and there would be no direct, physical effects on the physical attributes of 

the designated area.  

6.7.161 In the case of these four SLQs, the low risk of damage/loss would result in a moderate effect 

when combined with the high sensitivity of the NSA. A moderate effect can be either significant 

or not significant, and the assessment of these effects is described below.  

6.7.162 Potential effects on each of the four SLQs relates to the degree to which the Proposed 

Development’s peripheral location relative to the large scale, mountainous/Highland, 

backdrop would be harmful. As mentioned earlier in Table 6.9, the potential for the Proposed 

Development to affect this aspect of the four SLQs is limited by the Proposed Development’s 

distance from the NSA, its location within the more uniform and lower elevations of the craggy 

uplands, and its separation from the closest parts of the more mountainous backdrop/views. 

Given the similarities between these affected parts of the SLQs, consideration as to whether 

these effects would be significant is provided altogether below. 

6.7.163 Visualisations for Viewpoints 10 (Oban-Lismore Ferry) and 14 (Kilcheran, Lismore) illustrate 

the Proposed Development in wider views from within the Lynn of Lorn NSA. Viewpoint 10 

provides views from within some of the closest waters within the NSA, which are visited by 

the ferry between Oban and Lismore, and as a result it is not representative of the effects 

associated with SLQs 1, 2, and 4, which relate to characteristics associated with the islands 

and coastlines within the NSA, rather than its deeper waters. Viewpoint 14 provides 

representative views of the Proposed Development from the Isle of Lismore, including its 

small-scale, low-lying and fertile landscape and its coastline, which are referenced in SLQs 1, 

2 and 4.   

6.7.164 In relation to SLQs 1, 2, 4, and 5 which all refer to the views or backdrop experienced from 

land within the NSA, it is necessary to consider the expansiveness of these views/backdrop, 

and how they encompass a broad range of distant landscapes. From potentially affected 

eastern parts of Lismore where theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted, 

it is likely that elevated views will often encompass wide panoramas stretching up and down 

the Lynn of Lorn and also across the interior of the Isle of Lismore. The drama of the landscape 

within these wide panoramas fluctuates slightly, with the more jagged and mountainous peaks 

to the north possessing greater drama, while the sheer breadth of the panoramas informs this 

perspective. Views where the juxtaposition between the distant mountain ranges and the 

smaller scale landscape of Lismore can be experienced tend to primarily be in an east and 

north-eastern direction, due to the narrowness of the island. As a result, the Proposed 

Development is viewed peripherally from these more dramatic views, which are referenced in 

the SLQs. 

6.7.165 Where visible, the horizontal extent of the Proposed Development is predicted to be contained 

within a 10° to 20° sector of the mainland (see Figure 6.8), although it is likely to be at the 

lower end of this range, based on the 12° HFOV predicted at Viewpoint 14. It would be situated 

approximately 10km from the closest of the more dramatic mountains to the north-east of the 

NSA in a part of the landscape that stretches further south and has a more consistently low 

elevation than the mountains of Lorn and Nevis (see Figure 6.2). As a result, while this part 

of the landscape exhibits rugged and craggy characteristics, it is markedly different to the 

landscapes to the north.  

6.7.166 Overall, for the reasons set out above, it is considered that the Proposed Development would 

introduce a new discernible element into the wider context of the more dramatic landscapes 
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to the north, but the effects on the relevant aspect of the SLQs 1, 2 and 4 would be not 

significant. 

6.7.167 In relation to the historical sea route referenced in SLQ5, from water-based locations within 

the NSA, the Proposed Development would be seen within the broader context of 360° 

panoramic views, within a sector of a view that doesn’t contain any prominent mountains, 

located beyond the waterway. The Proposed Development is predicted to extend across 

between 10° and 20° of the mainland in eastern views across the water, although it is likely 

to be at the middle of this range, based on the 15° HFOV predicted at Viewpoint 10. The 

Proposed Development will therefore form a relatively minor, distant addition to the 

“commanding views” that can be experienced from these water-based locations, and it would 

be of a scale that would not result in it becoming a defining influence in these views. Similarly, 

therefore while the Proposed Development would form a new discernible element into views 

from the NSA, the effects on the relevant aspect of the SLQ5 would be not significant. 

6.7.168 The term ‘integrity’ is referred to in NatureScot guidance on NSAs1, which notes the following 

in a checklist of potential qualities of NSAs: 

‘Authenticity and integrity expressed, for example, as areas of distinctiveness, sense of place, 

unspoilt character or historic environment.’ 

6.7.169 In this assessment, ‘integrity’ refers to the degree to which perceptions such as 

‘distinctiveness, sense of place, unspoilt character or historic environment’ are expressed 

through the SLQs, across the NSA as a whole, reflecting the purpose of their designation. 

NatureScot (2018) suggests that integrity refers to the “wholeness of the area, the unity or 

soundness of the whole being unimpaired. Adverse effects even to a part of the designation 

could be damaging to the unity or soundness of the whole.”   

6.7.170 ‘Integrity’ is also referred to in NPF4 (Policy 4), which notes that: 

‘c) Development proposals that will affect a National Park, National Scenic Area, Site of 

Special Scientific Interest or a National Nature Reserve will only be supported where: 

i. The objectives of designation and the overall integrity of the areas will not be compromised; 

or 

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are 

clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance.’ 

6.7.171 In these terms, in relation to the NSA, it is considered that the “objectives of designation and 

the overall integrity of the areas will not be compromised’ by the Proposed Development, for 

the reasons described below.  

6.7.172 The Proposed Development lies outwith the NSA and would have no direct effects on its 

physical attributes, so that all effects would be perceived from in excess of 10km distance. 

This ensures that SLQs that are dependent upon physical attributes of the NSA – of which 

there are a number - would not be affected by the Proposed Development. There would be 

no significant indirect effects on the NSA’s SLQs as a result of the introduction of the Proposed 

Development, and as a result effects upon the NSA would be of a nature and magnitude that 

would ensure that the integrity and objectives of the designation would be maintained.    

 
 

1 Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No. 374 ‘The special qualities of the National Scenic Areas’ (SNH, 2010) 
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 Cumulative Effect  

6.7.173 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms when visible in 

combination with the Proposed Development at over 18km and 14km distant respectively, 

and the forestry screening that affects visibility of the smaller Barran Cultann Wind Farm 

development, the introduction of the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy 

development of a larger scale that occupies a broader extent of the surrounding landscape 

than previously was the case, but it would not discernibly intensify cumulative perceptions. It 

would be viewed within a similar landscape setting to these other schemes, albeit at a slightly 

lower elevation, and it would be of a scale that would not overwhelm the wider landscape. 

6.7.174 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change and the high 

sensitivity of the NSA.  

6.7.175 The consented and application scenarios would introduce some very limited additional 

visibility of the Blarghour, An Carr Dubh, and Ladyfield Wind Farms. The turbines are however 

likely to be relatively indiscernible due to the separation of these schemes from the NSA. As 

a result, a negligible cumulative magnitude of change is predicted to occur in both these 

scenarios. 

6.7.176 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the consented and application 

scenarios would therefore be minor and not significant across parts of the NSA, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the NSA. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude of 

change and the high sensitivity of the NSA. 

 Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA  

6.7.177 The assessment of effects on the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA is based on the effects that 

the Proposed Development would have on the SLQs of the NSA. The 12 SLQs of the Ben 

Nevis and Glen Coe NSA are set out in the following NatureScot documentation and 

discussed in Table 6.10: 

• Scottish Natural Heritage (2010). ‘The special qualities of the National Scenic Areas. 

Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No.374’.  

6.7.178 The assessment of effects on this NSA also follows the methodology outlined in the draft 

assessment guidance produced and published by NatureScot in 2018, which is detailed 

earlier in the Chapter.  

6.7.179 Prior to the assessment of effects, it is necessary to establish the sensitivity of the NSA to the 

Proposed Development. The Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA has inherently high value due to 

its nationally important designation, which reflects the combination(s) of SLQs. The landscape 

is of high quality with a strong sense of place and notable scenic qualities, which have 

remained largely intact. The susceptibility of the NSA to the Proposed Development is also 

high, due to the nature of the SLQs and the relationship between the SLQs and the Proposed 

Development. Notably, while the closest parts of Glen Etive are relatively enclosed, the 

orientation of the glen ensures that there is a distant association between certain elevated 

parts of the NSA and the Proposed Development Site. The combination of the high 
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susceptibility to change of the NSA and its high value results in a high sensitivity for the Ben 

Nevis and Glen Coe NSA. 

 Step 1: The Proposal 

6.7.180 The aim of Step 1 is to “gain as full an understanding of the proposal as possible” by setting 

out the key aspects of the Proposed Development that have potential to affect the SLQs. A 

detailed description of the Proposed Development is provided in Chapter 4: Description of 

Development. The key part of the Proposed Development that is relevant in the assessment 

of effects on the NSA’s SLQs is the 12 proposed turbines (with a maximum blade tip height 

of 200m), and their visible aviation lighting may contribute to effects. During construction and 

commissioning there would also be temporary works and plant including borrow pit extraction, 

a construction compound, and tall cranes, but at distances of at least 18km from the NSA 

visibility of these features would be moderated substantially by distance.  

6.7.181 The Proposed Development is located entirely outwith the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA, with 

the nearest turbine lying approximately 18.2km to the south-west of the NSA boundary. Any 

effects on SLQs would therefore be indirect in nature, arising as a result of visibility of the 

Proposed Development and the way it affects perception of SLQs as experienced from outwith 

the NSA boundaries.  

 Step 2: Definition of The Study Area and Scope of the Assessment 

6.7.182 Step 2 covers two aspects, “firstly to identify the extent of the study area which will relate to 

the location and form of the proposal, and secondly the relationship of this study area to the 

wider NSA/NP’. The guidance goes on to note that “the study area may include a part of the 

designated area, the whole of the designated area, or in some cases the study area may 

extend beyond the boundary of the designated area” (paragraph 18).  

6.7.183 The study area considered in the assessment is dependent to a large degree on the visibility 

of the Proposed Development and its relationship to the relevant SLQs. Figures 6.10a and b 

show the blade tip ZTV for the Proposed Development in relation to the NSA. These figures 

show that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is extremely limited across the 

NSA. Theoretical visibility is generally contained to some widespread coverage across some 

of the slopes and mountain summits to the east of Loch Etive at distances of between 18-

25km, which include the summits of Ben Starav (Viewpoint 18) and Stob an Duine Ruaidh, 

while there is some scattered theoretical visibility across a number of elevated mountain 

summits situated within central parts of the NSA at distances of between 25-35km. There 

would be no theoretical visibility from the vast majority of the NSA, particularly those areas 

contained within the many glens.    

6.7.184 The study area is therefore defined as covering areas of Glen Etive and its surrounding hills 

and munro summits across the NSA where theoretical visibility is predicted, as these are the 

parts of the NSA where there is the greatest potential for significant effects on SLQs to arise 

due to visibility of the Proposed Development.  

 Step 3: The Analysis of Impacts and Effects on SLQs 

6.7.185 Table 6.10 lists the relevant SLQs of the NSA (as set out in NatureScot guidance (SNH, 

2010)), including the NatureScot descriptions, and assesses whether or not the Proposed 

Development may affect how they are perceived or experienced from outwith the NSA 

boundary. It separately considers whether or not the Proposed Development could potentially 

have a significant effect upon them. 
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Table 6.10 Special Landscape Qualities of the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA 

Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

SLQ1: A land of mountain grandeur 

“This is a landscape of massive proportions, breathtaking grandeur and great variety. It offers the 

highest altitude and greatest vertical relief in Britain.” 

The Proposed Development would not directly 

alter the ‘massive proportions’, ‘breathtaking 

grandeur’ and ‘great variety of the NSA’, due 

to its location outwith the NSA. Given the 

separation between the Proposed Development 

and the larger scale areas of the NSA, and the 

Proposed Development’s location within a 

distinctly different landscape character type to 

the south of the NSA, it is also considered that 

there is no potential for significant indirect effects 

to arise on this SLQ.   

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ.  

SLQ2: A land of classic highland vistas 

“With each crossing of a glen or watershed, the scenery dramatically changes, from open moor to 

mountain pass, from smooth hillside to towering crags, from enclosed glen to long sea loch. The 

journey by road northwards across the open Moor of Rannoch Moor, past the sentinel of Buachaille 

Etive, and down through spectacular Glen Coe to the sea at Loch Leven, is a journey of great 

contrasts – one of the classic Highland journeys. The mountains, moors and glens are visited by 

many of those in search of the outstanding scenic experience, or outdoor exhilaration and challenge. 

It is not remote by distance or time from major settlement, particularly Fort William, and a sense of 

true remoteness must be searched for, with human contact in the upper glens and moors to be 

expected.” 

The Proposed Development would neither alter 

the drama associated with changing scenery 

within the NSA, nor would it be theoretically 

visible from journey across Rannoch Moor, past 

Buachaille Etive, and down through Glen Coe.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ3: Human settlement dwarfed by the mountain and moorland 

“Although in places humans have left a marked impression on the landscape, particularly around 

Loch Leven, overall this is a landscape where human endeavour and activity is dwarfed by the 

mountain grandeur. Where houses and settlements are present, they appear small amongst the 

large scale surrounds of mountain, moor, glen and sea loch. Scenic quality and drama prevail.” 

The Proposed Development would not alter the 

perceived scale of human settlement within the 

NSA, due to its distant location over 18km to the 

south of the NSA boundary.   

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ4: The expansive Moor of Rannoch 

“Rannoch Moor is a wide open expanse of barren, wet peat moorland and peaty lochans which 

seems primeval in its character. The framing of the moor by the highland peaks which funnel 

towards Glen Coe is striking. The Black Mount range rises ominously to the south, gradually 

encroaching upon the moor until the entrance of the glen presents a striking contrast to the 

openness of Rannoch Moor.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Rannoch Moor, and as a 

result there is no potential for direct or indirect 

effects to arise in relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ5: The spectacular drama of Glen Coe 
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Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

“The soaring, dramatic splendour of Glen Coe alters the traveller’s experience and a sense of deep 

enclosure prevails, whilst the scenery increases yet in splendour and drama as the glen is 

descended. The pyramidal profile of the mountain of Buachaille is striking as it stands sentry to the 

glen’s entrance, but is challenged by numerous other distinctive peaked summits along the glen’s 

twin ridges, one of which is the ten kilometres long, notched ridge of Aonach Eagach. From here the 

steep and high sided rocky, rugged mountains soar from the generously proportioned, flat valley 

floor, adorned with burns, waterfalls, scree fans, vertical outcrops and hanging valleys. This gives 

rise to one of the most iconic views in Scotland – the dramatic buttresses of the Three Sisters.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Glen Coe, and as a result 

there is no potential for direct or indirect effects 

to arise in relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ6: The wooded strath of lower Glen Coe 

“Glen Coe’s splendour is not diminished as it falls to sea level and meets Loch Leven, albeit some 

way from the open sea. The meeting of the glen and the loch is enhanced by the suddenness of the 

transition between high mountain pass and the lightly wooded strath which separates the two 

dominant landscape elements. Population and human influence on the landscape begins to increase 

markedly.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Glen Coe, and as a result 

there is no potential for direct or indirect effects 

to arise in relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ7: The narrow and enclosed Loch Leven 

“Loch Leven is a fjord-like sea loch which strikes deep into the upland of the NSA’s core. The 

wooded slopes of the north shore, the peak of the Pap of Glencoe and the forested southern valley 

sides provide a sense of enclosure, which the bridge contributes to by affording a visual barrier to 

the openness of the outer loch. The abandoned slate quarries above are an impressive reminder of 

human endeavour. The expanse of calm waters affords a far brighter light to pervade than across 

the moor or within the Glen, and this glistening reflection, particularly in early or evening hours adds 

a magical air to the place. The hills of Ardgour with their distinctive, irregular profile often stand out 

across the water.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Loch Leven and its 

surroundings, and as a result there is no 

potential for direct or indirect effects to arise in 

relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ8: The impressive massif of Ben Nevis 

“The huge Ben Nevis range dominates the setting of Fort William. The brooding mountain, with its 

massive rolling shoulders and dramatic eastern cliffs, attracts a wide variety of walkers and climbers. 

Some are drawn to the challenging rocky precipices and snowfilled gullies of Coire Leis Dearg, while 

others are simply wanting to reach the highest point in Britain. The eastern ridge of Ben Nevis links 

to the grand, high-level hill walking country of Aonach Mòr and the Grey Corries.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Rannoch Moor, and as a 

result there is no potential for direct or indirect 

effects to arise in relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ9: The wild Mamores and secretive Glen Nevis 

“The Mamore Forest consists of open rolling moorland and rounded, rocky mountains exhibiting an 

unspoilt character and a wild integrity. Penetrating between the Ben Nevis range and Mamores, 

Glen Nevis offers a striking transition from the pastoral and wooded lower valley, through a boulder 
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Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

strewn gorge of Himalayan proportions, into a secretive upper glen bounded by steep rocky slopes 

and waterfalls.” 

There is very limited theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development across the Mamores 

and Ben Nevis at distances of over 40km from 

the Proposed Development, which is generally 

limited to visibility of blade tips.  

Negligible: there is only potential for effects of a 

negligible magnitude to arise in relation to this 

SLQ due to the degree of screening from 

intervening landform and the moderating 

influence of these areas from the Proposed 

Development.  

SLQ10: The fjord-like upper Loch Leven 

“Loch Leven, a long, linear, narrow, fjord like sea loch penetrates deep into the mountain setting. 

Vistas from sea level, or from its upper slopes, are stunning, with the distinct conical peaks betraying 

its point as transition between the more rounded northern ranges and the pinnacles and drama of 

the Glen Coe range. At its head lies the isolated settlement of Kinlochleven, a small town built on the 

aluminium industry. The settlement has a particular charm enhanced by its long access route and its 

enclosed setting amongst wooded slopes.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Loch Leven and its 

surroundings, and as a result there is no 

potential for direct or indirect effects to arise in 

relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

SLQ11: Long and green Glen Etive 

“Glen Etive, a long and dramatic glen with a fast-flowing rocky river, is generally green and grassy, 

affording tranquillity and peacefulness. Surrounded by high mountains, its narrow, sinuous single 

track road extends to the shores of Loch Etive, where it abruptly ends at the disused pier. From here 

the narrow, elegant Loch Etive stretches seawards, free of obvious human infrastructure, settlement 

or intrusion. The upper reaches of the River Etive offer interesting and sharply contrasting detail to 

the overall simplicity of the landscape. Its shallow, gorged profile within the sweeping, smooth 

grassland draws attention, emphasised by the crystal pools and waterfalls over a complex geological 

bedrock. Settlement in this glen is limited to the occasional cottage and a single hunting lodge, but it 

is influential with the policies of the lodge dominating the lower reaches.” 

Theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development is not predicted across the floor 

and lower slopes of Glen Etive, but it is predicted 

to occur across some of the elevated hill 

summits above the glen, such as Stob Dubh, 

Beauchille Etive, and Beauchille Etive Mor at 

distances of over 30km from the Proposed 

Development. From these summits, the 

Proposed Development would be situated 

beyond Glen Etive and Loch Etive in the craggy 

uplands that open out beyond Ben Cruachan 

and Beinn Mheadhonach. There are also some 

small areas of theoretical visibility on the 

shoreline of Loch Etive.  

Negligible: when viewed from summits above 

Glen Etive, the Proposed Development would be 

viewed within the context of other operational 

wind farm development within the distant Craggy 

Uplands, and as a result it would appear of a 

minor scale. At closer range, an illustration of the 

limited extent of the visibility of the Proposed 

Development from the shoreline of Loch Etive is 

illustrated by Viewpoint 17.  Altogether, the 

distant influence of the Proposed Development 

presents a negligible risk of damage/loss to this 

SLQ.   

SLQ12: The dark heritage 

“The grandeur and drama of the NSA is undeniable and irresistible, and modern development 

seems not to have diluted this grand scenery. However the village of Glencoe at the foot of the glen 

witnessed an historical betrayal and massacre which is still an integral part of the area’s character 

and ambience. Whilst infamous for the massacre the glen also carries with it legend of cattle rustling 

and banditry between clans and government, secret refuges in hidden valleys and tales of incredible 



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-73 

 

Impacts of the development on key 

characteristics and effects on SLQ 

Risk of damage/loss to SLQ 

hardship. All weave together with the scenery of the area to present a dramatic and fascinating 

experience to the visitor.” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development across Glencoe and its 

surroundings, and as a result there is no 

potential for direct or indirect effects to arise in 

relation to this SLQ.  

No change: there would be no change to this 

SLQ, and as a result no risk of damage/loss to 

the SLQ. 

 

Step 4 Consider the Potential for Mitigation and Determine the Level of Effect 

6.7.186 This assessment has indicated that of the twelve SLQs of the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA, 

all SLQs would have either a negligible or no risk of damage/loss as a result of the Proposed 

Development. It is therefore considered that while the Proposed Development would introduce 

a new discernible element into the wider context of the NSA, the effects would be not 

significant. 

6.7.187 It is also considered that the “objectives of designation and the overall integrity of the areas 

will not be compromised” by the Proposed Development, for the reasons described below.  

6.7.188 The Proposed Development lies outwith the NSA and would have no direct effects on its 

physical attributes, so that all effects would be perceived. This ensures that SLQs that are 

dependent upon physical attributes of the NSA – of which there are a number - would not be 

affected by the Proposed Development. There would be no significant indirect effects on the 

NSA’s SLQs as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, and as a result 

effects upon the NSA would be of a nature and magnitude that would ensure that the integrity 

and objectives of the designation would be maintained.    

Cumulative Effect  

6.7.189 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms when visible in 

combination with the Proposed Development at over 23km and 15km distant respectively, the 

introduction of the Proposed Development would only have the potential to introduce 

cumulative effects of a limited magnitude. Nevertheless, the Proposed Development would 

slightly increase the concentration of wind energy development in what is a distinctly different, 

neighbouring landscape character type. The Proposed Development would appear to 

possess a similar horizontal scale to other operational wind farms, and as such it would 

maintain the existing pattern of development, but it would be of a slightly larger vertical scale. 

Overall, the Proposed Development would be situated within a similar landscape setting to 

other well-spaced, existing wind farm development in the Craggy Uplands, at a distance from 

the NSA that moderates their collective influence. 

6.7.190 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change and the high 

sensitivity of the NSA.  

6.7.191 The consented and application scenarios would intensify the number of developments to the 

south-east of the study area, but this would maintain a similar pattern of development across 
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the landscapes to the south of the LLA. As a result, a low cumulative magnitude of change is 

predicted to occur in both these scenarios. 

6.7.192 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in the consented and application 

scenarios would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the NSA, 

and there would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the NSA. 

This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative magnitude 

of change and the high sensitivity of the NSA. 

 North West Argyll (Coast) LLA  

 Baseline  

6.7.193 The North West Argyll (Coast) LLA is designated within the Argyll and Bute Local 

Development Plan 2 (LDP2). There are no published special qualities for the LLA, so this 

assessment draws on the key attributes of the LCTs within the LLA and analysis provided in 

the LWECS.  

6.7.194 The North West Argyll (Coast) LLA is a relatively small, designated area covering 

approximately 1,748ha. It encompasses the shoreline and slopes surrounding Loch Feochan, 

the headland around Minard Point, and a stretch of the coastline that borders the southern 

parts of the Sound of Kerrera. The designated area’s closest reaches are situated 

approximately 1km south-west of the Proposed Development.    

6.7.195 The LLA covers land within various LCTs for which the LWECS identifies Likely Special 

Qualities. A list of these LCTs and their Likely Special Qualities is provided below. Where 

theoretical visibility is predicted across an LCT it is highlighted in bold.   

• 7a: Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT 

▪ “…views from the Loch Avich road to the coast”; and 

• 7b: Craggy Coast & Islands LCT. 

▪ “…the diversity of form and islands, sea and coast” 

▪ “…highly scenic seascapes evident in panoramic views from sea and land” 

6.7.196 There are no operational wind farm developments located within this LLA, but there is an 

external influence from other operational wind farms, including Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas, 

Barran Caltunn, and An Suidhe Wind Farms, across localised, elevated areas within the LLA, 

for example across parts of the headland surrounding Minard Point. These wind farms are all 

located to the east of the LLA, situated within the context of the Craggy Uplands LCT.  

6.7.197 Visibility of the Proposed Development from within the LLA is illustrated by Viewpoint 6 (A816, 

near Knipoch Hotel) (Figure 6.22a-i), which is located in a central part of the LLA, close to 

the shoreline of Loch Feochan.  

6.7.198 A preliminary assessment of whether the Proposed Development could potentially have a 

significant effect upon the ‘Likely Special Qualities’ of this LLA is provided in Table 6.11. 

Table 6.11 Preliminary Assessment of Potential Effects on Likely Special Qualities 

Likely Special Quality 
Potential for the Proposed Development to 
significantly affect the Likely Special Quality 

“…views from the Loch Avich road to the 

coast” 

The Loch Avich road is not situated within the 

North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, and there is no 
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theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development 

from the Loch Avich road. There is therefore no 

potential for significant effects upon this Likely 

Special Quality.   

“…the diversity of form and islands, sea and 

coast” 

The Proposed Development has the potential to 

affect the coastline associated with Loch 

Feochan from relatively short distances, and as a 

result there is potential for significant effects 

upon this Likely Special Quality. 

“…highly scenic seascapes evident in 

panoramic views from sea and land” 

The location of the Proposed Development within 

the Craggy Uplands to the east of the LLA is 

clearly separate from the highly scenic 

seascapes to the west of the LLA, and 

consequently it has a very weak association with 

this Likely Special Quality. There is therefore no 

potential for significant effects to arise upon this 

Likely Special Quality.   

 

6.7.199 Only one of the three Likely Special Qualities of the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA is 

considered to have potential to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. An 

assessment of whether effects upon this Likely Special Quality would be significant is provided 

in the following sections.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.200 The North West Argyll (Coast) LLA has a medium-high value. This value is attributed to its 

local level designation in the Argyll and Bute LDP2, and its relatively high scenic quality 

despite the influence of large areas of commercial conifer plantations and some settlement.   

6.7.201 The North West Argyll (Coast) LLA generally has a medium-high susceptibility to the 

Proposed Development, although it varies slightly across its extents. Across parts of the LLA 

such as Loch Feochan and its containing slopes, there is very limited influence from 

operational wind farm development, and the Site forms part of the hills that encloses the head 

of Glen Feochan, and as a result the susceptibility to wind farm development on containing 

ridgelines is increased. From elevated areas to the north of Loch Feochan, there is a distant 

influence from operational wind farm development, most noticeably Carraig Gheal Wind Farm, 

and as result the susceptibility of these areas is likely to be slightly lower.   

6.7.202 The combination of the LLA’s medium-high value and its medium-high susceptibility to change 

results in a medium-high sensitivity for the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.7.203 The Proposed Development is located outwith the LLA and there would therefore be no direct 

effects upon the landscape designation. Effects of the Proposed Development would therefore 

be indirect and associated with its influence on its surrounding landscape.     

6.7.204 Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is relatively widespread across eastern 

and southern parts of the LLA, across Loch Feochan and parts of its containing slopes at 

distances of between 3-8km, the flat entrance to Glen Feochan at the head of Loch Feochan 

at distances of between 1-3km, and across some of the more elevated parts of the LLA 

situated to the north-east of Minard Point at distances of between 6-8km. Theoretical visibility 

of the number of wind turbines generally increases with distance, such that less than half of 
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the turbines are visible across the closest reaches of the LLA, whereas a larger number of 

turbines are often theoretically visible at distances of over 5km. This variation moderates the 

magnitude of change across closest parts of the LLA, but also increases it across affected 

parts of the LLA midway along Loch Feochan.  

6.7.205 The LWECS refers to “…the diversity of form and islands, sea and coast” forming a Likely 

Special Quality of these areas, and as such the relationship of the Proposed Development 

with these landscape characteristics is an important consideration in determining the 

magnitude of change.  

6.7.206 It is considered that from the closest parts of the LLA, the Proposed Development would be 

situated within an upland setting with the turbines set beyond the containing ridgeline of Sron 

Mor. The movement of the wind turbines in a raised position above the containing landform 

will introduce a new characteristic element into the landscape, across an area where 

operational wind farms currently do not provide an influence. Due to the scale and number of 

the wind turbines, they will form a notable feature on the setting of the south-eastern parts of 

the LLA that are predicted to receive theoretical visibility. The contrast between the Proposed 

Development and the landscape character of the area will be moderated to a degree by 

intervening settlement situated close to this part of the LLA associated with the villages of 

Kilmore and Barran. A high magnitude of change is predicted to occur across these closest 

parts of the LLA.  

6.7.207 At slightly greater distances from the Proposed Development across southern parts of the 

LLA, the influence of the Proposed Development will be slightly more subdued, but still clearly 

discernible above Sron Mor. Loch Feochan provides a stronger influence across these parts, 

with infrastructure and occasional dwellings situated along the shore, and steep forested 

slopes rising abruptly above these features. The loch and shoreline retain a sense of 

enclosure, which weakens its association with the seascapes further west, and the slopes are 

also affected to a degree by the enclosure of the forestry. A medium magnitude of change is 

predicted to occur across southern parts of the LLA, with the exception of those areas covered 

by forestry which would be affected to a lesser degree.   

6.7.208 At greater distances, the Proposed Development would generally be visible across elevated 

east facing slopes that have a weaker association with the ‘islands, sea and coast’ than those 

with a western aspect. These areas tend to have an existing influence from distant operational 

wind farms also situated within the Craggy Uplands LCT, and this would moderate the 

magnitude of change to a degree. Overall, it is considered that the magnitude of change 

across these more distant, elevated areas would be medium at worst.  

6.7.209 In summary, while it is predicted that a medium to high magnitude of change would occur 

across affected parts of the LLA, these effects would be largely confined to central and eastern 

areas of the LLA, and would not affect other distinctive parts of the LLA, such as those 

bordering the Sound of Kerrera. Where there is no theoretical visibility predicted across parts 

of the LLA or forestry provides enclosure, there would be either no change or a negligible 

magnitude of change.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.210 This assessment indicates that there are likely to be effects of various levels on one of the 

Likely Special Qualities of the LLA. In relation to effects on the “…the diversity of form and 

islands, sea and coast”, where theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted, 

the magnitude of change would vary between medium to high, which when combined with the 

medium-high sensitivity of the LLA would result in a localised major-moderate to major and 
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significant effect on this Likely Special Quality. Effects on the other two Likely Special 

Qualities of the LLA are assessed to be not significant.  

6.7.211 It is relevant to conclude as to the effect of the Proposed Development in relation to NPF 4 

(Policy 4(d)), which states: 

‘Development proposals that affect a site designated as a local nature conservation site or 

landscape area in the LDP will only be supported where: 

i. Development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the 

qualities for which it has been identified; or 

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are clearly outweighed by social, 

environmental or economic benefits of at least local importance.’ 

6.7.212 In these terms, it is considered that the Proposed Development would have ‘…significant 

adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the qualities for which it [the North West Argyll 

(Coast) LLA] has been identified’. Specifically, the Proposed Development would have a 

significant effect on one of the three Likely Special Qualities.   

6.7.213 It should, however, be noted that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the 

LLA is variable, as described above, and extensive parts of the LLA, particularly its western 

areas, will gain no or negligible visibility and influence of the Proposed Development. This 

ensures that while the Proposed Development would have “…significant adverse effects on 

the……. qualities for which it [the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA] has been identified”, the 

magnitude and geographical impact of these significant effects would be localised and not 

sufficient to undermine the integrity of the designation. The perceived influence of the 

Proposed Development would be found primarily in the south-eastern part of the LLA. 

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.214 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.215 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, there is limited cumulative 

visibility of the Proposed Development with other existing wind farms across the majority of 

the LLA, apart from the more elevated western parts of the LLA. From these elevated areas, 

there would be combined visibility of the Proposed Development with Carraig Gheal Wind 

Farm in many parts, where it would provide only a limited contribution to the cumulative 

scenario, due to a degree of landform screening and the intervening distance between the 

wind farm and the LLA. As a result, from these relatively limited areas, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change.  

6.7.216 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the LLA, 

and there would be no change across the majority of the LLA. This is due to a combination 

of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative magnitude of change and the medium-

high sensitivity of the LLA.  

6.7.217 There is no visibility of consented or application developments, and as a result no change is 

predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Knapdale / Melfort LLA  

 Baseline  



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-78 

 

6.7.218 The Knapdale/ Melfort LLA is designated within the Argyll and Bute LDP2. There are no 

published special qualities for the LLA so this assessment draws on the key attributes of the 

LCTs within the LLA.  

6.7.219 The Knapdale/ Melfort LLA encompasses a large area of the coastal landscapes in the south-

west of the Study Area. The designation covers the islands of Seil, Luing and Shuna to the 

west, the coastline around the Seil Sound, Loch Melfort, and Loch Craignish in the centre, 

and inland areas between Kilmartin, Kilmelford, and Kilmore.    

6.7.220 The LLA covers land within various LCTs for which the LWECS identifies Likely Special 

Qualities. A list of these LCTs and their Likely Special Qualities is provided below. Where 

theoretical visibility is predicted across an LCT it is highlighted in bold.   

• 6b: Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic; 

▪ “…diverse coastal scenery” ; and 

▪ “…views to Jura”. 

• 7: Craggy Upland; 

• 7a: Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCT;  

▪ “…views from the Loch Avich road to the coast”. 

• 7b: Craggy Coast & Islands LCT; 

▪ “…the diversity of form and islands, sea and coast”; and 

▪ “…highly scenic seascapes evident in panoramic views from sea and land”. 

• 10: Upland Parallel Ridges; and 

▪ “…the fragmented coast and islands” ;  

▪ “…the strong contrast of this complex upland landscape with Moine Mhor and 

Loch Crinan” ; and 

▪ “…the setting it provides to Kilmartin Glen.” 

• 23: Flat Moss & Mudflats.  

▪ “…the strong contrast of the flat open moss and farmland of Moine Mhor with the 

craggy uplands which adjoin this area”; and  

▪ “…the rich historic and archaeological heritage of Kilmartin Glen.” 

6.7.221 There are no operational wind farm developments located within this LLA, but there is an 

external influence from other operational wind farms, including Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas, 

Barran Caltunn, and An Suidhe Wind Farms, across localised, elevated areas within the LLA. 

These wind farms are all located to the east of the LLA, situated within the context of the 

Craggy Uplands LCT.  

6.7.222 A preliminary assessment of whether the Proposed Development could potentially have a 

significant effect upon the Likely Special Qualities of this LLA is provided in Table 6.12.  

Table 6.12 Preliminary Assessment of Potential Effects on Likely Special Qualities 

Likely Special Quality 
Potential for the Proposed Development to 
significantly affect the Likely Special Quality 



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-79 

 

“…diverse coastal scenery”  There is no theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT6b (Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic), 

where this Likely Special Quality can be 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects. 

“…views to Jura” There is no theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT6b (Knapdale Upland Forest Moor Mosaic), 

where this special quality can be experienced, 

and as a result there is no potential for significant 

effects. 

“…views from the Loch Avich road to the 

coast” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development from the Loch Avich road, so there 

is therefore no potential for significant effects to 

arise upon this special quality.   

“…the diversity of form and islands, sea and 

coast” 

The Proposed Development has the potential to 

affect the nearby coastline, particularly the 

closest areas such as those around Kilninver and 

as a result there is potential for localised 

significant effects upon this Special Quality. 

“…highly scenic seascapes evident in 

panoramic views from sea and land” 

The location of the Proposed Development within 

the Craggy Uplands to the east of the LLA is 

clearly separate from the highly scenic 

seascapes to the west of the LLA, and 

consequently it has a very weak association with 

this special quality. There is therefore no 

potential for significant effects to arise upon this 

special quality.   

“…the fragmented coast and islands” There is extremely limited theoretical visibility 

predicted across LCT10 (Upland Parallel 

Ridges), where this special quality can be 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects.  

“…the strong contrast of this complex upland 

landscape with Moine Mhor and Loch Crinan” 

There is extremely limited theoretical visibility 

predicted across LCT10 (Upland Parallel 

Ridges), where this special quality can be 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects. 

“…the setting it provides to Kilmartin Glen.” There is extremely limited theoretical visibility 

predicted across LCT10 (Upland Parallel 

Ridges), where this special quality can be 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects. 

“…the strong contrast of the flat open moss 

and farmland of Moine Mhor with the craggy 

uplands which adjoin this area” 

There is no theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT23 (Flat Moss & Mudflats), where this special 

quality can be experienced, and as a result there 

is no potential for significant effects. 

“…the rich historic and archaeological heritage 

of Kilmartin Glen.” 

There is no theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT23 (Flat Moss & Mudflats), where this special 

quality can be experienced, and as a result there 

is no potential for significant effects. 
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6.7.223 Only one of the ten Likely Special Qualities of the Knapdale/ Melfort LLA is considered to have 

potential to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development. An assessment of whether 

effects upon this Likely Special Quality would be significant is provided in the following 

sections.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.224 The Knapdale/ Melfort LLA has a medium-high value. This value is attributed to its local level 

designation in the Argyll and Bute LDP2, and its relatively high scenic quality despite the 

influence of large areas of commercial conifer plantations and some settlement.   

6.7.225 The Knapdale/ Melfort LLA generally has a medium-high susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development, although it varies slightly across its extents. Across large parts of the LLA such 

as the coastlines around Loch Craignish and Loch Melfort, there is no influence from 

operational wind farm development, and as a result the susceptibility of these areas is high. 

From more elevated areas to the east, where there is a distant influence from operational wind 

farm development and also considerable commercial forestry, the susceptibility of the 

landscape is likely to be slightly lower.   

6.7.226 The combination of the LLA’s medium-high value and its medium-high susceptibility to change 

results in a medium-high sensitivity for the Knapdale/ Melfort LLA. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.7.227 The Proposed Development is located outwith the LLA and there would therefore be no direct 

effects upon the landscape designation. Effects of the Proposed Development would therefore 

be indirect and associated with its influence on its surrounding landscape.     

6.7.228 Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is intermittent across the LLA, with 

potentially affected areas generally contained to elevated landforms, most notably the 

forested hills between Glen Risdale and Glen Gallain at distances of 9-12km from the 

Proposed Development, the small group of hills to the east of Arduaine (~17km), and Beinn 

Mhor (~10km) and Meall a’ Chaise (~17km) in the north-west of the LLA. There is also some 

theoretical visibility across some western slopes of the island of Kerrera at distances of over 

8km.  

6.7.229 The LWECS refers to “…the diversity of form and islands, sea and coast” forming a special 

quality of these areas, and as such the relationship of the Proposed Development with these 

landscape characteristics is an important consideration in determining the magnitude of 

change.  

6.7.230 The closest potentially affected parts of the LLA on the island of Kerrera would be subject to 

visibility of the all of the turbines of the Proposed Development at distances of over 8km. The 

wind turbines would be apparent on the mainland, beyond the Sound of Kerrera, the 

settlements associated with Oban and Gallanachbeg, and also the forestry that spans the 

ridgeline to the south of Oban. The Proposed Development would therefore be a relatively 

peripheral feature that would be viewed from many areas in the same context as the 

operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm, although it would be closer and of a larger scale. These 

views inland do not form part of the Likely Special Qualities listed in the LWECS, and therefore 

while the Proposed Development would be likely to result in a medium-high magnitude of 

change upon the affected parts of the LLA, these changes are not strongly associated with 

the coastal characteristics for which the LLA has been designated.    
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6.7.231 In relation to the areas of theoretical visibility across the forested hills between Glen Risdale 

and Glen Gallain, it is considered that effects upon these areas would be moderated for 

several reasons. Firstly, the enclosure provided by forestry will reduce the association 

between the area and the more distant landscape of the Site, and secondly, the Proposed 

Development would be situated in a different sector to any coastal views that can be 

experienced. As a result, a low magnitude of change is predicted to occur across these parts 

of the LLA.  

6.7.232 In relation to areas of theoretical visibility across affected parts of Seil around Meall a’ Chaise, 

the Proposed Development would be visible from an expansive coastal setting where the 

LLA’s Likely Special Qualities are strongly expressed by the surrounding islands, inlets and 

coastline, as well as the seascapes to the west. The Proposed Development would appear to 

be situated beyond the immediate coastal setting, but clearly discernible due to its scale, and 

as a result it may have a slight influence on some north-eastern views directed along the 

coastline towards Kerrera. A low magnitude of change is predicted to arise from this area, 

due in part to the narrow field of view affected by the Proposed Development.       

6.7.233 At greater distances of over 17km, there are areas of theoretical visibility across a band of 

hills to the east of Arduaine, but this is generally limited to blade tips and occasionally also 

between 1-4 hubs. Large parts of these hills are also covered by forestry, and consequently 

there is a strong sense of enclosure across the slopes. The Proposed Development would 

appear to be situated in a broader context that is characterised by the Craggy Uplands, set 

back from the coast, from an area where the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm currently 

also exerts a distance influence. The influence of the Proposed Development across these 

hills is therefore fairly modest and a low magnitude of change is predicted.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.234 This assessment indicates that there are likely to be effects of various levels on one of the 

Likely Special Qualities of the LLA. In relation to effects on “…the diversity of form and islands, 

sea and coast”, where theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted, the 

magnitude of change would vary between low to medium-high, which when combined with 

the medium-high sensitivity of the LLA would result in a localised moderate-minor to major-

moderate and in part significant effect on this Likely Special Quality. Effects on the other 

nine Likely Special Qualities of the LLA are assessed to be not significant.  

6.7.235 It is relevant to conclude as to the effect of the Proposed Development in relation to NPF 4 

(Policy 4), which states: 

‘Development proposals that affect a site designated as a local nature conservation site or 

landscape area in the LDP will only be supported where: 

i. Development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the 

qualities for which it has been identified; or 

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are clearly outweighed by social, 

environmental or economic benefits of at least local importance.’ 

6.7.236 In these terms, it is considered that the Proposed Development would have ‘…significant 

adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the qualities for which it [the Knapdale// Melfort 

LLA] has been identified’. Specifically, the Proposed Development would have a localised 

significant effect on one of the ten Likely Special Qualities.   
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6.7.237 It should, however, be noted that theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development from the 

LLA is variable, as described above, and the majority of the LLA will gain no or negligible 

visibility and influence of the Proposed Development. This ensures that while the Proposed 

Development would have “…significant adverse effects on the……. qualities for which it [the 

Knapdale/ Melfort LLA] has been identified”, the magnitude and geographical impact of these 

significant effects would be localised and not sufficient to undermine the integrity of the 

designation.  

  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.238 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.239 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, there is limited cumulative 

visibility of the Proposed Development with other existing wind farms across the majority of 

the LLA, apart from some small scattered, typically elevated, parts of the LLA. From these 

areas, there would be some combined visibility of the Proposed Development with the 

operational Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas, and An Suidhe Wind Farms, where 

the Proposed Development would typically appear as another distant, well-spaced wind farm 

situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT. Given the limited theoretical visibility of the other wind 

farms, the modest influence of wind farm development across affected parts of the LLA would 

be retained. As a result, from these relatively limited areas that are subject to cumulative 

visibility, the Proposed Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change 

to the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario.  

6.7.240 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across some parts of the 

LLA, and there would be no change across the majority of the LLA. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the at worst medium cumulative magnitude of change 

and the medium-high sensitivity of the LLA.  

6.7.241 Under the consented and application scenarios, there is some distant cumulative visibility of 

the consented Blarghour Wind Farm and the Blarghour Variation Wind Farm across the 

forested hills between Glen Risdale and Glen Gallain. Given the enclosure afforded by the 

forestry across these hills and the distance between the hills and the Proposed Development 

and the Blarghour Wind Farm sites, a negligible cumulative magnitude of change is predicted 

to arise between these schemes.  

6.7.242 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application scenario 

would therefore be minor and not significant across some parts of the LLA, and there would 

be no change across the majority of the LLA. This is due to a combination of the factors that 

lead to the at worst negligible cumulative magnitude of change and the medium-high 

sensitivity of the LLA.  

 North Argyll LLA  

 Baseline  

6.7.243 The North Argyll LLA is designated within the Argyll and Bute LDP2. There are no published 

special qualities for the LLA, so this assessment draws on the key attributes of the LCTs within 

the LLA.  
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6.7.244 The North Argyll LLA covers a large area across the north and east of the Study Area. It 

extends from Loch Linnhe at its north-western extent through Glen Kinglas towards Bridge of 

Orchy in the north-east. It follows the western boundary of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 

National Park (LLTNP) along its eastern boundary, extending to the south of St Catherine’s 

at its southern extent. The western boundary then passes north of Loch Fyne, to the east of 

Glen Aray, before extending north-east to take in the northern extent of Loch Awe. Beyond 

this, the north-western boundary passes to the west of Gleann Salach to meet back at Loch 

Linnhe.  

6.7.245 The LLA covers land within various LCTs for which the LWECS identifies Likely Special 

Qualities. A list of these LCTs and their Likely Special Qualities is provided below. Where 

theoretical visibility is predicted across an LCT it is highlighted in bold.   

• 1: Steep Ridgeland and Mountains LCT; 

▪ “…the scenic juxtaposition of mountains and sea lochs”. 

• 2: High Tops LCT; 

▪ “…dramatic mountainous landform”; 

▪ “…juxtaposition of these mountains with narrow lochs and the sea and with the 

settled loch fringes”; and 

▪ “…a richly scenic landscape composition”. 

• 4: Mountain Glens LCT; 

▪ “…a strongly contained landform”; and  

▪ “…dramatically juxtaposed with the ‘High Tops”. 

• 6a: Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic LCT; 

▪ “…the setting of settlements such as Inveraray”; and 

▪ “…views across and along Loch Fyne”. 

• 7: Craggy Upland LCT; 

• 7a: Craggy Upland with Settled Glens; 

▪ “…views from the Loch Avich road to the coast”. 

• 7c: North Loch Awe Craggy Upland LCT; 

▪ “…the juxtaposition of different landscape types in this area, including the 

dramatic and rugged mountains, the small scale pattern of settled glens, the 

presence of the Loch and its islands”; and 

▪ “…the contrasts in scale, relief and landform shape which combine to add to the 

diversity and associated scenic quality of this landscape.” 

• 7d: Lorn Craggy Uplands LCT;  

▪ “…the rugged character of these distinctive hills” ; and 

▪ “…the backdrop to the wider seascape and part of the panorama of layered hills 

and mountains to the north and east.” 

• 18: Lowland Ridges & Moss; and 
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• 20: Rocky Mosaic LCT: 

▪ “…diverse landform and land cover of settled loch and sea shores”  

▪ “…scenic views to a backdrop of mountains seen across water.” 

6.7.246 There are no operational wind farm developments located within this LLA, but there is an 

external influence from other operational wind farms, including Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas, 

Barran Caltunn, and An Suidhe Wind Farms, across localised, elevated areas within the LLA. 

These wind farms are all located to the east of the LLA, situated within the context of the 

Craggy Uplands LCT.  

6.7.247 A preliminary assessment of whether the Proposed Development could potentially have a 

significant effect upon the Likely Special Qualities of the LLA is provided in Table 6.13.  

Table 6.13 Preliminary Assessment of Potential Effects on Likely Special Qualities 

Likely Special Quality 
Potential for the Proposed Development to 
significantly affect the Likely Special Quality 

“…the scenic juxtaposition of mountains and 

sea lochs” 

There is only some limited theoretical visibility 

predicted across LCT1 (Steep Ridgeland and 

Mountains) at distances of over 25km from the 

Proposed Development, and as a result there is 

no potential for significant effects. 

“…dramatic mountainous landform” There is some theoretical visibility predicted 

across LCT2 (High Tops) at distances of over 

10km from the Proposed Development, and as a 

result there is some potential for significant 

effects. 

“…juxtaposition of these mountains with 

narrow lochs and the sea and with the settled 

loch fringes” 

There is some theoretical visibility predicted 

across LCT2 (High Tops) at distances of over 

10km from the Proposed Development, and as a 

result there is some potential for significant 

effects. 

“…a richly scenic landscape composition” There is some theoretical visibility predicted 

across LCT2 (High Tops) at distances of over 

10km from the Proposed Development, and as a 

result there is some potential for significant 

effects. 

“…a strongly contained landform” There is some theoretical visibility across LCT4 

(Mountain Glens) at distances over 10km from 

the Proposed Development, but this would not 

affect how this Likely Special Quality is 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects.  

“…dramatically juxtaposed with the ‘High 

Tops’” 

There is some theoretical visibility across LCT4 

(Mountain Glens) at distances over 10km from 

the Proposed Development, but this would not 

affect how this Likely Special Quality is 

experienced, and as a result there is no potential 

for significant effects. 

“…the setting of settlements such as 

Inveraray” 

There is some theoretical visibility across LCT6a 

(Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic) at 

distances of over 21km from the Proposed 

Development, but this would not affect how this 
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Likely Special Quality 
Potential for the Proposed Development to 
significantly affect the Likely Special Quality 

Likely Special Quality is experienced, and as a 

result there is no potential for significant effects. 

“…views across and along Loch Fyne” There is some theoretical visibility across LCT6a 

(Loch Fyne Upland Forest Moor Mosaic) at 

distances of over 21km from the Proposed 

Development, but this would not affect how this 

Likely Special Quality is experienced, and as a 

result there is no potential for significant effects. 

“…views from the Loch Avich road to the 

coast” 

There is no theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development from the Loch Avich road, so there 

is therefore no potential for significant effects to 

arise upon this Likely Special Quality.   

“…the juxtaposition of different landscape 

types in this area, including the dramatic and 

rugged mountains, the small scale pattern of 

settled glens, the presence of the Loch and its 

islands” 

There is no theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT23 (Flat Moss & Mudflats), where this Likely 

Special Quality can be experienced, and as a 

result there is no potential for significant effects. 

“…the contrasts in scale, relief and landform 

shape which combine to add to the diversity 

and associated scenic quality of this 

landscape.” 

There is only some very limited theoretical 

visibility predicted across LCT7c (North Loch 

Awe Craggy Upland) at distances of over 15km 

from the Proposed Development, and as a result 

there is no potential for significant effects. 

“…the rugged character of these distinctive 

hills” 

There is some theoretical visibility predicted 

across LCT7d (Lorn Craggy Uplands) at 

distances of over 18km from the Proposed 

Development, but there is no potential for 

significant effects to arise upon the rugged 

character of the hills. 

“…the backdrop to the wider seascape and 

part of the panorama of layered hills and 

mountains to the north and east.” 

There is only some theoretical visibility predicted 

across LCT7d (Lorn Craggy Uplands) at 

distances of over 18km from the Proposed 

Development, but the wind turbines would not be 

situated within the backdrop of the seascape or 

the mountains to the north and east of the LCT 

unit, and as a result there is no potential for 

significant effects. 

“…diverse landform and land cover of settled 

loch and sea shores” 

There is theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT10 (Rocky Mosaic) at distances of over 5km 

to the north of the Proposed Development, but it 

is considered that the introduction of the 

Proposed Development would not affect the 

diversity of the landform and landcover of the 

loch and sea shores. There is therefore no 

potential for significant effects to arise upon this 

Likely Special Quality.   

“…scenic views to a backdrop of mountains 

seen across water.” 

There is theoretical visibility predicted across 

LCT10 (Rocky Mosaic) at distances of over 5km 

to the north of the Proposed Development. 

However, the special quality is relevant to 

northern views from the southern shore of Loch 

Etive across the water to the Lorn mountains, 
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Likely Special Quality 
Potential for the Proposed Development to 
significantly affect the Likely Special Quality 

whereas southern views from the northern shore, 

which contain the Proposed Development, do not 

possess the same characteristics. As a result, it 

is considered that there is no potential for 

significant effects to arise upon this Likely 

Special Quality.   

 

6.7.248 Only three of the fifteen Likely Special Qualities are considered to have potential to be 

significantly affected by the Proposed Development. An assessment of whether effects upon 

these Likely Special Qualities would be significant is provided in the following sections.  

 Sensitivity 

6.7.249 The North Argyll LLA has a medium-high value. This value is attributed to its local level 

designation in Argyll and Bute, and its high scenic quality despite the influence of some large 

areas of commercial conifer plantations.   

6.7.250 The North Argyll LLA generally has a medium-high susceptibility to the Proposed 

Development, although it varies slightly across its extents. Across northern and central parts 

of the LLA, there are more limited external influences from development, but from its southern 

parts there are stronger external influences from operational wind farm developments, 

settlement and commercial forestry.  

6.7.251 The combination of the LLA’s medium-high value and its medium-high susceptibility to change 

results in a medium-high sensitivity for the North Argyll LLA. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.7.252 The Proposed Development is located outwith the LLA and there would therefore be no direct 

effects upon the landscape designation. Effects of the Proposed Development would therefore 

be indirect and associated with its influence on its surrounding landscape.     

6.7.253 Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is very limited across the LLA, with 

potentially affected areas generally contained to the southern and western parts, most notably 

the southern slopes of Ben Cruachan, Beinn Bhreac, and Beinn Mheadhonach (~10km), and 

the western slopes of Beinn Bhuidhe (~24km), with a limited number of smaller patches across 

the LCT.  

6.7.254 The LWECS refers to the “…dramatic mountainous landform”, “…juxtaposition of these 

mountains with narrow lochs and the sea and with the settled loch fringes”, and “…a richly 

scenic landscape composition” forming Likely Special Qualities of the area, and as such the 

relationship of the Proposed Development with these landscape characteristics is an 

important consideration in determining the magnitude of change.  

6.7.255 From the closest affected reaches of the LLA on the slopes and summits of Ben Cruachan, 

Beinn Bhreac, and Beinn Mheadonach, the Proposed Development would provide a relatively 

distant influence, upon a part of the LLA where the aforementioned Likely Special Qualities 

are slightly diluted, due to the imminent change in landscape character between the High 

Tops LCT and the Craggy Uplands LCT. The nearby Craggy Uplands LCT to the south 

possess a less dramatic character that is influenced by some operational wind farm 

development, including Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms. When viewed from 

within the LLA, the Proposed Development would maintain a similar spacing to these existing 
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wind farms across the Craggy Uplands LCT, but it would also be slightly more discernible due 

to its larger scale and situated slightly closer to the coast. Overall, however, the Proposed 

Development would still be perceived to be set within the less dramatic uplands to the south 

of the Lorn mountains, away from the more dramatic landforms that are situated in more 

northern areas of the LLA, where the juxtaposition between mountains, lochs and sea is best 

expressed, and as a result a low magnitude of change is predicted.  

6.7.256 From more distant areas surrounding Beinn Bhuidhe, only a small number of blade tips and 

hubs of the proposed turbines would be visible at distances of over 24km. They would be 

situated beyond the intervening landform of Beinn Ghlas within the Craggy Uplands LCT, and 

as a result there would be no visibility of the turbine towers, and also set beyond the 

operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms that have only a modest influence on 

this part of the LLA given the intervening distance. In summary, a negligible magnitude of 

change would arise to this part of the LLA as a result of the introduction of the Proposed 

Development.  

 Significance of effect 

6.7.257 This assessment indicates that change associated with the Proposed Development would be 

of an at worst low magnitude on three of the Likely Special Qualities of the LLA. In relation to 

effects on the “…dramatic mountainous landform”, “…juxtaposition of these mountains with 

narrow lochs and the sea and with the settled loch fringes”, and “…a richly scenic landscape 

composition” the low magnitude of change when combined with the medium-high sensitivity 

of the LLA would result in a localised moderate-minor and not significant effect on these 

special qualities. Effects on the other twelve special qualities of the LLA are also assessed to 

be not significant.  

6.7.258 It is relevant to conclude as to the effect of the Proposed Development in relation to NPF 4 

(Policy 4), which states: 

‘Development proposals that affect a site designated as a local nature conservation site or 

landscape area in the LDP will only be supported where: 

i. Development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the 

qualities for which it has been identified; or 

ii. Any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are clearly outweighed by social, 

environmental or economic benefits of at least local importance.’ 

6.7.259 In these terms, it is considered that the Proposed Development would not have ‘…significant 

adverse effects on the integrity of the area or the qualities for which it [the North Argyll LLA] 

has been identified’.  

 Cumulative Assessment 

6.7.260 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

assessment above.  

6.7.261 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, a large proportion of the 

areas predicted to experience theoretical visibility would also be subject to a cumulative 

influence from the operational Beinn Ghlas, Barran Caltunn, Carraig Gheal, and An Suidhe 

Wind Farms. These wind farms will be visible together with the Proposed Development across 

the less elevated landscapes to the south of the High Tops LCT, forming a relatively well 

spaced group of wind farms, with the exception of Barran Caltunn, interspersed across the 
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Craggy Uplands LCT. As a result, the introduction of the Proposed Development into this 

scenario would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change.  

6.7.262 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-construction 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the LLA, 

and there would be no change to the cumulative scenario across the majority of the LLA. 

This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative magnitude 

of change and the medium-high sensitivity of the LLA. 

6.7.263 The consented and application scenarios would intensify the number of developments to the 

south-east of the Study Area, but this would maintain a similar pattern of development across 

the landscapes to the south of the LLA. As a result, a low cumulative magnitude of change is 

predicted to occur in both these cumulative scenarios. 

6.7.264 The cumulative effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and applications scenario 

would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant across parts of the LLA, and there 

would be no change to the cumulative scenarios across the majority of the LLA. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst low cumulative magnitude of change 

and the medium-high sensitivity of the LLA. 

6.8 Assessment of Visual Effects 

6.8.1 Effects on views are the changes to views that result from the introduction of the Proposed 

Development. The assessment of effects on views includes the 18 viewpoints which represent 

visibility of the Proposed Development, and effects on principal visual receptors such as 

settlements and routes. Cumulative effects and night-time effects of visible aviation lighting 

are considered in the assessment.  

6.8.2 The viewpoint locations are shown in conjunction with the ZTV in Figures 6.6a-c. The 

viewpoints are illustrated in Figures 6.17 to 6.34 where a photograph of each view (apart 

from Viewpoint 18 Ben Starav, as per agreement with NatureScot) is accompanied by a 

computer-generated wireline and a photomontage. The photographs and cumulative wirelines 

have a 90-degree field of view, whereas photomontages are presented with a 53.5-degree 

field of view. In the wirelines, the Proposed Development turbines are shown in red, 

operational wind farms are shown in black, under construction wind farms are shown in purple, 

consented wind farms are shown in green, and application wind farms are shown in blue. 

Night-time photomontages that illustrate the theoretical visibility of 200 cd and 2,000 cd light 

fittings on the turbine nacelles have also been included for four of the viewpoints: Viewpoint 

5: Pulpit Hill, Oban; Viewpoint 6: A816, near Knipoch Hotel; Viewpoint 8: Blackcrofts, by North 

Connell Hall; and Viewpoint 14: Kilcheran, Lismore.  

6.8.3 The assessment of night-time visual effects is based on clear night-time conditions, and on 

the use of 2,000 cd and 200 cd lights, as shown in the visualisations. In reality, and assuming 

the use of automatic dimming function permitted by the CAA, it is unlikely that 2,000 cd would 

only be experienced at its full intensity during periods of less than optimum visibility, as 

dimming to 200 cd would apply when visibility is greater than 5km around the Proposed 

Development.  In poor conditions, the lights would appear less intense due to the poor visibility 

around the Proposed Development. It is also important to remember that for the majority of 

visual receptors, the effect arising from aviation lighting is likely to be gained over a relatively 

short period. Views from within properties are likely to be restricted by the use of window 

coverings, particularly in winter, and properties within settlements are likely to be affected by 

baseline lighting of streetlights. As a result, people who experience views at night are 

frequently those using the road network, whose adaptation to darkness is compromised by 
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dashboard and car headlights such that this group of receptors will not perceive the turbine 

lighting at its highest intensity. Remote rural locations, hilltops and footpaths are generally 

visited infrequently at night and the number of people affected would be low. 

 Assessment of Effects on Viewpoints 

6.8.4 Table 6.6 identifies 14 viewpoints that require a detailed assessment in the LVIA because 

they have the potential to undergo significant effects (including cumulative effects). An 

assessment of each of these viewpoints is provided in the following sections.  

 Viewpoint 1: Dun Ladain, Fort 

 Baseline 

6.8.5 The viewpoint is located on the minor road close to the eastern end of Glen Feochan, 

approximately 4km south-east of Kilmore, beneath Dun Ladain. While the approach to the 

viewpoint from the west along the minor road is particularly windy and enclosed due to the 

steep sides of the glen, the road straightens slightly to the east of the viewpoint enabling more 

open views towards the eastern end of the glen to be experienced for a short duration. The 

view will be primarily experienced by residents travelling along the road, but also by 

recreational walkers using the C171 Kilmore - Loch Nant – Kilchrenan Core Path (see Figure 

6.5).  

6.8.6 The steep glen slopes and craggy hillocks located close to the valley floor contain views to 

the south, west and north, so views are more naturally channelled to the north-east along the 

valley floor and its containing hills. Given that hills enclose the eastern end of the glen to the 

north, east and south, the valley floor appears to form a small bowl, which is characterised by 

some pasture associated with livestock farming and riparian woodlands. As a result, the 

containing hills are perceived to be relatively large in scale due to the smaller scale of the 

farmland beneath and their steep, craggy forms.  

6.8.7 The eastern end of Glen Feochan contains little development, apart from the farm dwelling at 

Kilbride, and as a result of the winding, narrow entrance to reach it, it is perceived to be 

relatively remote. Yet the naturalness of the landscape is still influenced to a degree by the 

extensive conifer plantation forestry on the glen slopes, and the farmland on the valley floor.  

There are no other signs of development within the views from this location, including wind 

farm development.  

 Sensitivity 

6.8.8 The value of this view is medium. There is no formal viewpoint at this location, but it is situated 

next to the historic site of Dun Ladain fort, which is a Scheduled Monument, and also on a 

section of the Kilmore – Loch Nant – Kilchrenan Core Path (C171), so the route and location 

possesses some recreational and cultural value. The viewpoint and landscape within the view 

do not however form part of a locally or nationally designated landscape.  

6.8.9 The susceptibility of road users, walkers and visitors to the Proposed Development would vary 

between medium and high. For road users, given the meandering path of the road, their 

susceptibility to the Proposed Development would be slightly subdued, but it is necessary to 

counterbalance this with the short distance and elevated location of the Proposed 

Development in the surrounding landscape. As a result, the susceptibility of road users would 

be medium. For visitors to the site of Dun Ladain fort and recreational walkers following the 

Core Path, their susceptibility to the Proposed Development would be high due to the 
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opportunities to experience views down the glen and the short distance and elevated location 

of the Proposed Development.  

6.8.10 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium to medium-high rating of sensitivity for road users and visitors/ recreational walkers 

respectively. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.11 Six (T2, T5, T8, T10, T12, and T14) of the 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would 

be theoretically visible to the north of this viewpoint from a minimum distance of 1.6km, with 

only one hub theoretically visible. In reality, there would be some screening from the conifer 

plantation to the south of the Proposed Development, which would screen the closest 

turbines: T12 and T14. As a result of this screening, the Proposed Development would be 

contained within approximately 20° of the available field of view, and it would be apparent 

above the ridgeline to the north of Glen Feochan. Infrastructure would be screened by 

landform, although tall cranes would be visible during the short-term construction and 

decommissioning phases. The magnitude of change on this view would be medium-high, for 

the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development is situated at close proximity in an elevated part of the 

view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development, and which also has 

limited signs of built development.  

• The Proposed Development will be situated on the skyline above Glen Feochan.  

• The Proposed Development is situated in a similar direction to the orientation of the 

views gained by local road users or recreational walkers passing through this short 

section of road. 

• The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and 

texture into the broader setting of the wooded glen landscape.  

• Views from this viewpoint are generally channelled down the glen and the Proposed 

Development would be broadly situated at what appears to be the end of the glen.    

6.8.12 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-high level are as follows.  

• The screening of the majority of the turbine towers and hubs by landform and forestry 

reduces the overall visibility and vertical impact of the Proposed Development.  

• The screening of turbine bases by landform avoids the perception of the turbines 

encroaching towards the viewpoint, thus giving a sense of separation.  

• The Proposed Development will affect a limited proportion (around 20°HFOV) of the 

view that is available from this viewpoint. 

• The balance and diversity of the woodland, commercial forestry plantations, livestock 

farmland, and craggy hills helps to accommodate the Proposed Development.    

• The relatively uncluttered design and consistent spacing of the wind turbines, with few 

instances of blades overlapping occurring in this view.  

• The absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with 

the Proposed Development.  
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• The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling eastwards on the road, and will 

therefore be transient, albeit walkers may choose to experience the view for longer 

periods. 

 Significance of effect 

6.8.13 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users and recreational walkers would be 

major-moderate, and in both cases the effects would be significant. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the medium-high magnitude of change on the view and 

the medium to medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.14 There would be no theoretical visibility of any operational and under construction, consented, 

and application wind farms from this viewpoint. There would therefore be no change to the 

various cumulative scenarios as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, 

and for the avoidance of doubt, cumulative effects on receptors at this viewpoint would be not 

significant.  

 Viewpoint 2: Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh 

 Baseline 

6.8.15 The viewpoint is located in Glen Lonan on a central section of the minor C32 road that 

connects Oban and Taynuilt, which also forms part of the Caledonian Way long distance 

cycling route and the C160 (Taynuilt to Oban) Core Path. The road follows a rough east-west 

direction with this particular section oriented towards the Proposed Development when road 

users are travelling west. Views are therefore channelled down the glen with landform 

containing western views and more far-reaching views available to the east. The view will be 

primarily experienced by local residents travelling west along the road, but also by recreational 

cyclists and walkers following the Caledonia Way and Core Path. 

6.8.16 Views west from the viewpoint towards the Proposed Development comprise the relatively flat 

glen floor and medium scale, craggy slopes, which rise steeply above the deciduous woodland 

and conifer forestry that is situated along the transitional slopes of the glen. From the glen 

floor, the gentle topography limits views of the River Lonan such that views are primarily 

characterised by rough grassland which supports some free roaming livestock. The 

foreground and midground of the views to the east have similar characteristics, but they are 

considerably more far reaching, with views of the Lorn mountains, situated above Loch Etive 

(screened by landform), in the background.   

6.8.17 The condition of the landscape is influenced to a degree by the commercial nature of a large 

proportion of the forestry, and as a result there are large areas of deforestation on the northern 

glen slopes. This slight reduction in naturalness is contrasted by the perceived remoteness of 

this section of road due to the general absence of residential properties, apart from 

Clachadubh in the foreground of the view. As a result, the overall character of the landscape 

in the view has only a relatively weak influence from built development, including wind farms, 

but it also does not have strong wildness qualities.  

 Sensitivity 

6.8.18 The value of this view is medium. There is no formal viewpoint at this location, but it is situated 

on a section of the Caledonian Way long distance cycling route and the Taynuilt to Oban Core 
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Path (C160), so the route and location possesses some recreational value. The viewpoint and 

landscape within the view do not form part of a locally or nationally designated landscape.  

6.8.19 The susceptibility of road users, cyclists and walkers to the Proposed Development would be 

high. For road users, in particular those travelling west from Taynuilt to Oban, their 

susceptibility to the Proposed Development would be high due to the unobstructed views that 

are channelled down Glen Lonan towards the Proposed Development. The susceptibility of 

road users, cyclists and walkers travelling east would be lower because the Proposed 

Development would only be apparent if an individual looked backwards to observe where they 

have just travelled from.  

6.8.20 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity for road users, cyclists and recreational walkers. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.21 Six (T2, T4, T5, T6, T8, and T10) of the 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be 

theoretically visible to the south-west of this viewpoint from a minimum distance of 2.1km, with 

four hubs and three towers theoretically visible. In reality, visibility of the exposed parts of 

these turbines would generally be uninterrupted with only some limited screening from some 

woodland to a small portion of the tower of T6. The Proposed Development would therefore 

extend across around 18° of the available field of view, and would be apparent above the 

ridgeline to the south of Glen Lonan. Infrastructure would be screened by landform, although 

tall cranes would be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases.  

6.8.22 The magnitude of change on this view would be high, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development is situated at close proximity in a view that is currently 

unaffected by wind farm development, and which also has limited signs of built 

development. 

• The Proposed Development will be apparent on the skyline above Glen Lonan.  

• The Proposed Development is situated in a similar direction to the orientation of the 

views gained by local road users or recreational cyclists and walkers travelling in a 

western direction. 

• The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and 

texture into the wider setting of the wooded glen landscape.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed above a residential dwelling, Clachadubh, 

which will inform how the scale of the turbines is perceived.   

• Views from this viewpoint are generally channelled down the glen and the Proposed 

Development would be apparent above its containing slopes.  

• There will be some visibility of the access tracks and associated tree felling on the 

northern slopes of Glen Lonan.  

6.8.23 The factors that moderate the magnitude of change are as follows.  

• The screening of the majority of the turbine towers and hubs by landform and forestry 

reduces the overall visibility and vertical impact of the Proposed Development.  

• The screening of turbine bases by landform avoids the perception of the turbines 

encroaching towards the viewpoint, thus giving a sense of separation.  
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• The Proposed Development will be contained within a limited proportion of the view 

(around 18°HFOV) that is available from this viewpoint. 

• The relatively uncluttered design and consistent spacing of the wind turbines, with few 

instances of blades overlapping occurring in this view.  

• The absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with 

the Proposed Development.  

• The view will be gained by moving viewers, travelling westwards on the road, and will 

therefore be transient, albeit walkers and cyclists will experience views of the turbines 

for longer periods. 

 Significance of effect 

6.8.24 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users, recreational walkers and cyclists 

would be major and significant. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the 

high magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.25 There would be no theoretical visibility of any operational and under construction, consented, 

and application wind farms from this viewpoint. There would therefore be no change to the 

various cumulative scenarios as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, 

and for the avoidance of doubt, cumulative effects on receptors at this viewpoint would be not 

significant.  

 Viewpoint 3: C32 Road, near Dun-neil 

 Baseline 

6.8.26 The viewpoint is located at a small, elevated layby on a western section of the minor C32 road 

that connects Oban and Taynuilt, which also forms part of the Caledonian Way long distance 

cycling route and the C160 (Taynuilt to Oban) Core Path. The road follows a rough east-west 

direction, while the Proposed Development is situated to the south-east, so the Proposed 

Development is apparent in oblique views when travelling east. Given the relatively winding 

nature of the road, views towards the Site obtained from the road tend to be short in duration, 

but they can be experienced for longer durations if vehicles stop at the layby, or road users 

are travelling by bike or foot. The view will be primarily experienced by local residents 

travelling along the road, but also by recreational cyclists and walkers following the Caledonia 

Way and Core Path. 

6.8.27 Views to the north-east, north, north-west, and west are generally contained by the hummocky 

landform of the Craggy Uplands LCT, but views are more open to the south and east. Views 

to the east comprise the flat plain at the head of Loch Nell in the midground, that transitions 

relatively abruptly into the craggy hills in the background of the view, which host the Proposed 

Development. The hills form a broad, often well-defined, ridgeline, that have a mixed 

landcover of woodland and open moorland, and a few buildings scattered along their lower 

slopes. Views to the south also encompass part of this broad ridgeline, but Loch Nell 

characterises the foreground instead.  

6.8.28 Built development within the view is generally limited to a few scattered farmsteads and 

residential properties, and the minor road, tracks, and telegraph lines that serve them. There 

is no wind farm development visible from this viewpoint.   
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 Sensitivity 

6.8.29 The value of the views from this section of the C32 road is medium. There are no formal 

viewpoints along this section of the A823 but it is situated on a section of the Caledonian Way 

long distance cycling route and the Taynuilt to Oban Core Path (C160), where oblique views 

towards the Proposed Development would be experienced. The viewpoint and landscape 

within the view do not form part of a locally or nationally designated landscape. 

6.8.30 The susceptibility of road users, cyclists and walkers to the Proposed Development would be 

medium. For these receptors, in particular those travelling east, their susceptibility to the 

Proposed Development would be medium-high due to the unobstructed, slightly oblique views 

that can be experienced towards the Proposed Development. The susceptibility of road users, 

cyclists and walkers travelling west would be lower because the Proposed Development 

would only be apparent if an individual looked backwards to observe where they have just 

travelled from.  

6.8.31 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.32 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 3.0km away, with all of the hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would be contained within approximately 59° of the available field of view. Given the 

absence of any intervening forestry or woodland, a similar level of visibility would be 

experienced in reality. The majority of infrastructure would be screened by landform during 

the construction and operational phases however, with tall cranes likely to be visible during 

the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. The magnitude of change on this 

view would be high, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be readily apparent at reasonably close proximity 

due to the proportion of the turbines that is visible. 

• The turbines would introduce a new characteristic element into the view.  

• The Proposed Development would be contained within a broad section of the hills - 

approximately 59°HFOV.   

• The turbines would be visible above the skyline.  

• The Proposed Development will be viewed in the context of some rural dwellings, 

which will inform how the scale of the turbines are perceived.   

• Due to the absence of landform screening, T18 appears to be slightly more prominent 

than other turbines.  

• There would be some overlapping of the eastern turbine blades, in particular T5 and 

T8. 

• There will be some limited visibility of the access tracks. 

6.8.33 The factors that moderate the magnitude of change are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform which reduces the 

perceived scale of the majority of the turbines. 
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• The wind turbines are perceived to be located in the craggy uplands, rather than the 

less elevated landscape surrounding Loch Nell, giving a sense of separation. 

• The relatively uncluttered design and consistent spacing of the more visible western 

wind turbines. 

• The wind turbines are generally situated peripherally in relation to views down Loch 

Nell.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.34 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users, including walkers and cyclists, would 

be major and significant. This is due to a combination of the factors that lead to the high 

magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.35 There would be no theoretical visibility of any operational and under construction, consented, 

and application wind farms from this viewpoint. There would therefore be no change to the 

various cumulative scenarios as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, 

and for the avoidance of doubt, cumulative effects on receptors at this viewpoint would be not 

significant.  

 Viewpoint 4: A816 Kilmore 

 Baseline 

6.8.36 The viewpoint is located on a section of the A816 that passes through the village of Kilmore, 

approximately 250m north-west of the Village Hall, close to Feochan Cottages. The view is 

representative of those experienced by both road users of the A816 and nearby residents who 

have an open outlook from the rear of their properties. The view will be experienced differently 

by residents of these nearby properties and road users travelling along the A816. Road users 

are likely to experience the view for only a short duration due to the speed of vehicles travelling 

along this slightly winding section of road, while residents will experience the view for longer 

durations from the amenity areas of their properties.  

6.8.37 Eastern views from the road towards the Site are interrupted to a degree by some deciduous 

trees and residential housing, but it is possible to see the more elevated slopes and summit 

of Sron Mhor in the background. Views from the rear of the residential properties in the 

foreground in the same direction are likely to be unobstructed, providing residents with a more 

open view of the hills, the village of Barran on their lower slopes, and a flatter, more diverse 

landscape in the foreground associated with the River Nell. The foreground of views to the 

south are characterised by the A816 road, while the midground is generally screened by 

nearby landform, but there are clear views beyond to the hills associated with the outer edges 

of the Craggy Upland LCT. Views to the west and north are screened by nearby landform and 

woodland.     

6.8.38 The character of the local landscape is therefore influenced by the village of Kilmore, and its 

relatively modest residential properties located alongside the roadside, but also the 

containment provided by the surrounding hills associated with the Craggy Uplands LCT. As a 

result, the broader landscape remains relatively natural, but with a clear influence from the 

local settlement and its local network of transport routes. Wind farm development is not 

discernible from this viewpoint, but part of a single wind turbine associated with Carraig Gheal 

Wind Farm is theoretically visible beyond Sron Mhor.   
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 Sensitivity 

6.8.39 The value of this view is medium. There are no formal viewpoints along this section of the 

A816 with this particular viewpoint selected to represent the views of local residents and road 

users along a section of road situated closest to the Proposed Development. This section of 

the road does however form part of the Argyll Coastal Route, which attracts tourists. While 

the viewpoint is located just outside of the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, some of the 

landscape within the wider view forms part of this local landscape designation, but not those 

parts situated between the viewpoint and the Proposed Development.    

6.8.40 The susceptibility of road users and residents to the Proposed Development would be high 

and low respectively. The susceptibility of road users would be moderated by the speed they 

are travelling, the location of the Proposed Development beyond intermittent tree cover along 

the roadside, and the limited extent of the Proposed Development that would be visible. The 

susceptibility of residents would be high due to their ability to experience these views 

stationary from the curtilage of their properties, the limited woodland screening around the 

houses, and the relatively short distance to the Proposed Development.  

6.8.41 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-low and medium-high rating of sensitivity for road users and residents respectively. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.42 Four (T13, T14, T16, and T18) of the 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be 

theoretically visible to the east of this viewpoint from a minimum of 2.5km away, with only one 

hub and tower theoretically visible, and they would extend across around 10° of the available 

field of view. As a result of commercial forestry situated on Sron Mor, visibility would be slightly 

reduced in reality, such that only three of the 12 turbines would be visible. All infrastructure 

would be screened by landform during the construction and operational phases however, with 

tall cranes likely to be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be readily apparent at reasonably close proximity 

due to the proportion of T18 that is visible. 

• The turbines would introduce a new characteristic element into the view.  

• The Proposed Development will be situated on the skyline.  

• The Proposed Development will introduce movement into the wider setting of the 

surrounding landscape.  

• The view for residents will be experienced stationary and as a result the duration of 

the effect will be longer than that experienced by road users.  

6.8.43 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.  

• The screening of the majority of the turbine towers and hubs by landform and forestry 

reduces the overall visibility and vertical impact of the Proposed Development.  

• The screening of turbine bases by landform avoids the perception of the turbines 

encroaching towards the viewpoint, thus giving a sense of separation.  

• The Proposed Development will be contained within a limited proportion of the view 

(around 10°HFOV) that is available from this viewpoint. 
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• The Proposed Development will possess a relatively simple design composition with 

only one turbine clearly discernible from the viewpoint.    

• The absence of visibility of infrastructure reduces the potential clutter associated with 

the Proposed Development.  

• The view for road users will be transient, and it is therefore likely to be fleeting.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.44 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users would be moderate-minor and not 

significant, while the effect on residents will be major-moderate and significant due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of change on the view and the 

medium-low to medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.45 There would be no theoretical visibility of any operational and under construction, consented, 

and application wind farms from this viewpoint. There would therefore be no change to the 

various cumulative scenarios as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, 

and for the avoidance of doubt, cumulative effects on receptors at this viewpoint would be not 

significant.  

 Viewpoint 5: Pulpit Hill, Oban 

 Baseline 

6.8.46 Views in the direction of the Proposed Development are not available at the Pulpit Hill 

viewpoint, where a number of benches are located, due to screening from the surrounding 

woodland. The formal viewpoint is a popular draw to visitors and residents of Oban due to the 

expansive views across the sea to the Isles of Mull and Lismore, and across Oban Bay to the 

surrounding town, and beyond to Ben Cruachan in the distance. An alternative location within 

the less visited amenity areas on the wooded slopes to the south-east of the viewpoint has 

therefore been chosen instead to provide an illustration of views more representative of the 

surrounding residential properties, than those experienced by visitors and tourists at the 

formal viewpoint.  

6.8.47 The views from the assessment viewpoint are considerably more contained than those from 

the more elevated formal viewpoint, due its lower elevation and woodland surroundings, but 

also its eastern aspect that only affords views inland. Nevertheless, there are still open views 

available to the south-east above the residential properties situated on the Pulpit Hill slopes 

and across the Soroba area of Oban to the forested slopes of Glencruitten, and beyond to the 

more elevated areas of the Craggy Uplands LCT inland. The view is therefore relatively 

diverse with some heavily developed areas nestled within a well wooded setting. Views to the 

north, west and south are all interrupted by either, or a combination of, the surrounding 

landform, buildings, and vegetation.   

6.8.48 While the expansive, scenic views from the formal viewpoint determine the prevailing 

characteristics of the views from the summit of Pulpit Hill, the influence of the settlement of 

Oban is stronger from the assessment viewpoint, due to the containment of the surrounding 

woodland and the absence of the broad seascape. As a result, the developed character of 

these views is stronger. The view is subsequently less remarkable and more characteristic of 

a suburban landscape, with some attractive, woodland attributes. Wind farm development is 
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not discernible within the view, but small parts of a few wind turbine blades associated with 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm are theoretically visible beyond the Glencruitten forestry.   

 Sensitivity 

6.8.49 The value of this view is medium. The viewpoint is located close to the popular Pulpit Hill 

Viewpoint in Oban, which provides expansive views across Oban Bay and the Firth of Lorn. 

While this particular view cannot be experienced from the formal viewpoint, it is possible for 

visitors to obtain similar views from within the wooded area to the south of the viewpoint, albeit 

there is no footpath or seating. The value of the view is slightly lower than the formal viewpoint, 

due to its reduced scenic value and the absence of any designated landscapes within the 

view. The lower scenic value is associated with the absence of the expansive, highly scenic 

views across the Firth of Lorn, which also encompass the Islands of Kerrera, Lismore and 

Mull.  

6.8.50 The susceptibility of residents to the Proposed Development would be high. The susceptibility 

would be high due to the south-eastern orientation of the landform, the ability of residents to 

experience these views stationary from the windows and curtilage of their properties, and the 

location of the Proposed Development on an undeveloped skyline that is currently 

characterised by commercial forestry. The susceptibility of residents would be moderated 

slightly by the intervening development and movement associated with buildings and traffic in 

the valley in the midground of the view.  

6.8.51 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

high rating of sensitivity for residents. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.52 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 5.9km away, with all but one of the hubs theoretically 

visible, and they would be contained within around 19° of the available field of view. In reality, 

there would be a slight reduction in the visibility of the turbines due to the commercial forestry 

situated around Glencruitten, such that around half of the turbine hubs would be screened, 

and only very limited sections of a few towers would be visible. All infrastructure would be 

screened by landform during the construction and operational phases however, with tall 

cranes likely to be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium-low, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be visible on the undeveloped skyline above the 

town on Oban. 

• The turbines would introduce a new characteristic element into the view.  

• The Proposed Development would be contained within a broad section of the hills in 

the background of the view - approximately 19° HFOV.   

• The turbines would be visible partially above the skyline.  

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 5.9km from the 

viewpoint.  

6.8.53 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry which 

reduces the perceived scale of the turbines. 
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• The broad ridgeline and relatively tall slopes in front of the Proposed Development 

ensure that the perceived scale of the turbines is relatively modest.    

• The wind turbines are perceived to be located in the craggy uplands, beyond the 

settlement of Oban and its surrounding countryside, giving a sense of separation. 

• There is considerable development and also movement within the view associated 

with the settlement, and this reduces the contrast between the Proposed 

Development and the existing character of the view.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.54 The effect of the Proposed Development on residents would be moderate and significant, 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the 

view and the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.55 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.56 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, given the absence of any 

visibility of the Carraig Gheal Wind Farm in reality, there would be no change to the baseline. 

The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be not significant.  

6.8.57 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.58 The sensitivity of this viewpoint remains high for residents.  

6.8.59 The baseline night-time view towards the Proposed Development is characterised by the 

settlement of Oban and its wooded/ forested surroundings, which provides a degree of lighting 

to the viewpoint. Built development encompasses much of Gleann Sheileach, but it is not all 

apparent due to some screening from buildings in the foreground of the view. Instead, there 

are several pockets of the glen that are visible due to building and street lighting, which form 

the focus of the view at night-time. The threshold of Gleann Sheileach forms the skyline in the 

view, which is broken by the jagged outline of conifer forestry. Given the location of this view 

away from the Pulpit Hill Viewpoint in an unlit part of the surrounding parkland, this view is 

representative of those received by the surrounding residential properties, rather than the 

Viewpoint.   

6.8.60 In relation to the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme, six of the seven turbine lights 

would be theoretically visible from a minimum of 5.9km away. The Proposed Development 

would introduce a new influence of red lights above the skyline into the night-time view. The 

position of the lights on the currently dark, elevated skyline would increase their effect on the 

view, as would the flashing appearance that would be likely to arise. The magnitude of change 

arising from the lighting is further influenced by the extent of the lighting extending 

intermittently across approximately 19° of the view; the distance of the lights from the 

viewpoint; and the presence of some baseline lighting within the same sector of the view, 



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-100 

 

albeit of a different type and colour, so that the turbine lights would not introduce lighting into 

a completely dark environment. 

6.8.61 The vertical angle between this viewpoint and the closest nacelle is below -1.96° and the 

intensity of the nacelle lights in the 2,000 cd scenario is therefore between 980 and 420 cd 

(see Figure 6.16), while the 200 cd scenario is between 98 and 42 cd. In relation to the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2,000 cd lighting, the night-time magnitude of change 

on this view would be medium-low, while in the scenario with 200 cd, the magnitude of change 

would reduce to a low level due to the reduced light source.  

6.8.62 As a result, and when combined with the viewpoint’s sensitivity, the effect of the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on residents is considered to be moderate 

and not significant. The effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 200 cd 

on residents is considered to be moderate-minor and not significant. 

6.8.63 Operational, under-construction, consented and application wind farms wind farms in the 

vicinity of the Proposed Development do not have visible aviation lighting. There would 

therefore be no cumulative interactions between aviation lighting of different wind farms at 

this viewpoint.  

 Viewpoint 6: A816, near Knipoch Hotel 

 Baseline 

6.8.64 The viewpoint is located on a section of the A816 road, approximately 3km south-west of 

Kilmore, close to the shore of Loch Feochan and opposite the entrance to Knipoch Hotel in 

the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA. This stretch of the road is oriented in a west-east direction, 

providing those road users travelling east with views towards the Site for a short duration, 

while recreational users of the loch and its nearby shoreline will also experience similar views. 

These same eastern views are not however attainable from the nearby hotel due to 

intervening woodland screening, which prevents views being obtained towards the head of 

the loch. Patrons of the hotel would therefore need to cross the A816 road to experience the 

views from this viewpoint.     

6.8.65 Views in an eastern direction towards the Site encompass Loch Feochan in the foreground 

and midground, with the steep plantation forested slopes of Torr Dhamh rising above the 

lowlands associated with the mouth of the Feochan River, beyond the loch. In contrast, 

woodland covering the slopes to the north and south of the loch is predominantly deciduous, 

which contributes to a more natural setting. Where the slopes of Torr Dhamh gradually fall 

away to the north, the landform provides less containment and as a result this allows more 

distant views beyond these hills to the larger mountain of Beinn Mheadhonach (21km distant) 

to be experienced. Parts of the view comprising the loch and shorelines are contained within 

the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, while Beinn Mheadhonach is situated within the North 

Argyll LLA.  

6.8.66 While Glen Feochan accommodates some settlement, such as the villages of Kilmore and 

Barran, these areas tend to be well screened by woodland from this particular location, and 

as a result visible development is largely limited to the nearby A816 road and Knipoch Hotel, 

and glimpses of occasional dwellings and/or farmsteads. The commercial forestry plantations 

that cover distant hill slopes above Glen Feochan reduce the overall naturalness of parts of 

the surrounding area, but there is no additional influence from wind farm development in the 

surrounding landscape.  

 Sensitivity 
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6.8.67 The value of this view is medium-high. There are no formal viewpoints along this section of 

the A816 with this particular viewpoint selected to primarily represent the views of road users 

along a section of the Argyll Coastal Route, but also users of boats on nearby parts of Loch 

Feochan. The viewpoint is located in the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA, and the foreground 

and midground of the view towards the Proposed Development also form part of this local 

landscape designation.     

6.8.68 The susceptibility of road users and recreational users of the loch to the Proposed 

Development would be medium and high respectively. The susceptibility of road users would 

be moderated by the speed they are travelling, the limited duration of the view, and the draw 

of Loch Feochan as the principal focus in these views. The susceptibility of recreational users 

of the loch would be high due to their ability to experience these views stationary from either 

the shoreline of the loch or from their boats, the unobstructed views available down the loch, 

and the position of the Proposed Development at the head of the loch.  

6.8.69 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity for road users and recreational loch users respectively. 

  

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.70 Eleven of the 12 turbines would be theoretically visible to the north-east of this viewpoint from 

a minimum of 5.5km away, with six hubs theoretically visible, and they would be contained 

within around 9° of the available field of view. Due to the open views across Loch Feochan, 

there would be no screening from buildings or woodland in the foreground and midground of 

the view, but there is some intervening forestry located across the hill summits of Sron Mhor 

and Torr Dhamh in front of the Proposed Development. As a result, only eight turbines would 

be visible in reality, including only five hubs. All infrastructure would be screened by landform 

during the construction and operational phases however, with tall cranes likely to be visible 

during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. The magnitude of change 

on this view would be medium-low for the following reasons.  

• The Proposed Development is situated at a moderate distance in an elevated part of 

the view that is currently unaffected by wind farm development. 

• The Proposed Development is situated directly ahead of road users travelling north-

east. 

• The Proposed Development will introduce movement and contrasting colour and 

texture above the hills at the head of Loch Feochan.   

• The turbines would be visible on the skyline.  

• While the Proposed Development would occupy a narrow extent of the view, they 

would be situated in close proximity to one another, creating a focus within the view.  

6.8.71 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• There is screening to large parts of the turbines, which reduces the overall visibility 

and vertical impact of the turbines.  

• The Proposed Development will affect a limited proportion of the view (around 9° 

HFOV) that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will 

remain unaffected. 
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• The relatively consistent spacing of the wind turbines, with only a few instances of 

blades overlapping occurring in this view.  

• The perceived separation of the viewpoint from the wind turbines due to their location 

in an upland landscape character type, beyond the ridgeline of the containing hills. 

• For road users, the view will be experienced when moving and will therefore be 

transient.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.72 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users and recreational users of the loch 

would be moderate and significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the 

medium-low magnitude of change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the 

viewpoint. 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.73 There would be no theoretical visibility of any operational and under construction, consented, 

and application wind farms from this viewpoint. There would therefore be no change to the 

various cumulative scenarios as a result of the introduction of the Proposed Development, 

and for the avoidance of doubt, cumulative effects on receptors at this viewpoint would be not 

significant.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.74 The sensitivity of this viewpoint remains medium-high for road users and recreational users 

of the shoreline.  

6.8.75 The baseline night-time view towards the Proposed Development is characterised by the 

reflective waters of Loch Feochan, its forested containing slopes, the Knipoch Hotel and 

neighbouring dwellings, and the movement of vehicles along the main road. While there is 

some lighting associated with the Knipoch Hotel and its neighbouring dwellings, the 

midground and background of the view appear to be dark. Similar to during daylight hours, 

the focus of the view is down the loch towards the skyline of the distant hills.  

6.8.76 In relation to the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme, six of the seven turbine lights 

would be theoretically visible from a minimum of 5.5km away. In reality though two of the 

lights, including the closest, T6, would be screened by intervening forestry. The Proposed 

Development would introduce a new influence of red lights above the skyline into the night-

time view. The position of the lights on the currently dark, elevated skyline would increase 

their effect on the view, as would the flashing appearance that would be likely to arise. The 

magnitude of change arising from the lighting is further influenced by the extent of the lighting 

extending intermittently across approximately 23° of the view; the distance of the lights from 

the viewpoint; and the presence of some baseline lighting within the same sector of the view, 

albeit of a different type and colour, so that the turbine lights would not introduce lighting into 

a completely dark environment. 

6.8.77 The vertical angle between this viewpoint and the closest nacelle is -2.8° and the intensity of 

the nacelle lights in the 2,000 cd scenario is therefore between 420 and 220 cd (see Figure 

6.16), while the 200 cd scenario is between 42 and 22 cd. In relation to the Agreed Reduced 

Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2,000 cd lighting, the night-time magnitude of change on this 

view would be medium, while in the scenario with 200 cd, the magnitude of change would 

reduce to a medium-low level due to the reduced light source.  
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6.8.78 As a result, and when combined with the viewpoint’s sensitivity (medium-high), the effect of 

the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on road users and recreational 

loch users is considered to be major-moderate and significant. The effect of the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 200 cd on road users and recreational loch users is 

considered to be moderate and significant. 

6.8.79 Operational, under-construction, consented and application wind farms in the vicinity of the 

Proposed Development do not have visible aviation lighting. There would therefore be no 

cumulative interactions between aviation lighting of different wind farms at this viewpoint.  

 Viewpoint 8: Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall 

 Baseline 

6.8.80 The viewpoint is located along a section of the C25 road passing through the settlement of 

Black Crofts, approximately 50m south-east of North Connell Hall. The views are 

representative of those likely to be experienced by residents whose south-facing properties 

are situated along this stretch of the road, and also the intermittent, oblique views experienced 

by road users, generally local residents, travelling along the C25. 

6.8.81 Views south from the viewpoint encompass a narrow channel of Loch Etive in the foreground, 

which is situated to the east of the Falls of Lora. Beyond the loch, the ribbon development 

associated with the settlement of Connel is apparent above the often wooded banks of the 

loch, with buildings typically oriented north across the water. Beyond the settlement, the 

wooded landscape rises very gradually such that only a slither of the craggy upland interior is 

visible in the background of the view. Views to the west, north, and east are all screened 

vegetation and buildings in the foreground, and as such these elements characterise the 

views in these directions.   

6.8.82 Given the breadth of the settlements of Black Crofts and Connel, residential buildings 

influence the character of a large proportion of the banks of the loch, while a 

telecommunication mast and the two wind turbines associated with the Barran Caltunn 

development also punctuate the skyline. Although theoretically visible from this location, the 

operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is not visible in reality due to some woodland screening. 

A large proportion of the background of the view is generally undeveloped, apart from the 

presence of some conifer plantation forestry.  

 Sensitivity 

6.8.83 The value of this view is medium. There are no formal viewpoints along this section of the 

minor road, with this particular viewpoint selected to represent the views of local residents. 

The viewpoint and landscape within the view also do not form part of a locally or nationally 

designated landscape. 

6.8.84 The susceptibility of residents to the Proposed Development would be high. The susceptibility 

would be high due to the southern orientation of the landform, the ability of residents to 

experience these views stationary from the windows and curtilage of their properties, and the 

location of the Proposed Development on a skyline that is only affected to a very modest 

degree by wind energy development. The susceptibility of residents would be moderated 

slightly by the intervening development and movement associated with buildings and traffic 

associated with the A85 road and the settlement of Connel on the other side of Loch Etive.  

6.8.85 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

high rating of sensitivity. 
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 Magnitude of change 

6.8.86 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south of this 

viewpoint from a minimum of 7.8km away, with eight hubs theoretically visible, and they would 

extend across around 23° of the available field of view. Given the limited amount of intervening 

forestry or woodland, a similar level of visibility would be experienced in reality. The majority 

of infrastructure would be screened by landform during the construction and operational 

phases however, with tall cranes likely to be visible during the short-term construction and 

decommissioning phases. The magnitude of change on this view would be medium-low, for 

the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be visible on the undeveloped skyline above the 

settlement of Connel. 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a broad section of the hills in the 

background of the view - approximately 23°HFOV.   

• The turbines would be visible above the skyline.  

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 7.6km from the 

viewpoint.  

6.8.87 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry which 

reduces the perceived scale of the turbines. 

• The broad ridgeline ensures that the perceived scale of the turbines can be 

accommodated by the underlying landform. 

• The wind turbines are perceived to be located in the craggy uplands, beyond the 

settlement of Connel and its surrounding countryside, giving a sense of separation. 

• There is some built development, including the operational Barran Caltunn turbines 

(4km) and a satellite mast, and also movement within the midground of the view 

associated with the settlement and the A85, and this reduces the contrast between 

the Proposed Development and the existing character of the view.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.88 The effect of the Proposed Development on residents would be moderate and not 

significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of 

change on the view and the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.89 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.90 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the 

limited influence of the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm (10km), which is screened by 

forestry, and the relatively modest Barran Cultann wind turbines (4km), the introduction of the 

Proposed Development would introduce wind energy development of a larger scale that 

occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was the case. However, it would be 

viewed within a relatively similar landscape setting, beyond the more settled lowlands, and of 
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a scale that would not overwhelm the wider landscape, which is characterised by relatively 

broad ridgelines.  

6.8.91 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change on 

the view and the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.92 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.93 The sensitivity of this viewpoint remains high for residents.  

6.8.94 The baseline night-time view towards the Proposed Development is characterised by the 

slightly reflective waters of Loch Etive in the foreground and the buildings associated with the 

linear settlement of Connel in the midground that that overlook the loch. The background is 

characterised by the slightly elevated Craggy Uplands in the background, which forms the 

skyline in the view, punctuated by some forestry to the east and a telecommunications mast 

to the west. Lighting within the view is relatively limited, and there is no street lighting at the 

viewpoint location, but there are some occasional yellow lights associated with dwellings and 

street lighting within the settlement of Connel. The view is representative of those experienced 

by residents of the nearby houses.  

6.8.95 In relation to the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme, six turbine lights would be 

theoretically visible from a minimum of 7.8km away. In reality though two of the lights, 

including the closest, T6, would be screened by intervening forestry. The Proposed 

Development would introduce a new influence of red lights above the skyline into the night-

time view. The position of the lights on the currently dark, elevated skyline would increase 

their effect on the view, as would the flashing appearance that would be likely to arise. The 

magnitude of change arising from the lighting is alleviated by the extent of the lighting 

extending intermittently across approximately 23° of the view; the distance of the lights from 

the viewpoint; and the presence of some baseline lighting within the same sector of the view, 

albeit of a different type and colour, so that the turbine lights would not introduce lighting into 

a completely dark environment. 

6.8.96 The vertical angle between this viewpoint and the closest nacelle is -1.99° and the intensity 

of the nacelle lights in the 2,000 cd scenario is therefore between 980 and 420 cd (see Figure 

6.16), while the 200 cd scenario is between 98 and 42 cd. In relation to the Agreed Reduced 

Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2,000 cd lighting, the night-time magnitude of change on this 

view would be medium-low, while in the scenario with 200 cd, the magnitude of change would 

reduce to a low level due to the reduced light source.  

6.8.97 As a result, and when combined with the viewpoint’s sensitivity, the effect of the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on residents is considered to be moderate 

and not significant. The effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 200 cd 

on residents is considered to be moderate-minor and not significant. 

6.8.98 Operational, under-construction, consented and application wind farms in the vicinity of the 

Proposed Development do not have visible aviation lighting. There would therefore be no 

cumulative interactions between aviation lighting of different wind farms at this viewpoint.  

 Viewpoint 10: Oban-Lismore Ferry 
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 Baseline 

6.8.99 The viewpoint is located at the northern extremities of the Firth of Lorn, where it meets the 

Lynn of Lorn, on a section of the ferry route between Oban and Achnacroish (on the Isle of 

Lismore), situated approximately 1.5km south-west of the Benderloch peninsula and 3km 

south-east of the Isle of Lismore. The view is therefore representative of those experienced 

by local residents and visitors when travelling on the ferry between these two locations. The 

viewpoint is located in the nationally designated Lynn of Lorn NSA.  

6.8.100 The position of the viewpoint in the Firth of Lorn enables ferry users to experience panoramic 

views to the north-east, east and south-east across the Firth to the mainland, to the south 

down the length of the Firth, to the west across to the Isle of Mull, and to the north up the Lynn 

of Lorn and across to the Isle of Lismore. As a result, there are extensive views of the 

mainland, which comprise of the distinctive and mountainous landforms of the Lorn and Ben 

Nevis mountain ranges to the north-east and east beyond Benderloch, and the smoother, less 

elevated craggy uplands that stretch to the south from the foot of Ben Cruachan.  

6.8.101 The character of the landscape in these panoramic views is therefore dominated by the broad 

seascape in the foreground and midground, with the islands of Lismore, Benderloch, the 

distant upland landscapes of the mainland, and the Isle of Mull defining the background of the 

views. There are therefore few signs of built development within the view, apart from some 

distant settlement along the shoreline of the mainland south of Ben Cruachan associated with 

Oban and the nearby smaller settlements of Ledaig, Connel, and Ganavan. Occasional boats 

travelling across and/or along the Firth of Lorn often introduces some movement into the view, 

and the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is also discernible on the skyline slightly above 

southern parts of Oban.   

 Sensitivity 

6.8.102 The value of this view is medium-high. The viewpoint is situated on the ferry within the 

nationally designated Lynn of Lorn NSA, and as such the landscape immediately surrounding 

the viewpoint has a high value. The intervening landscape between the viewpoint and the 

Proposed Development is largely subject to no local and/ or national landscape designation 

though, with the exception of some of the sea in the foreground, and as a result this moderates 

the value of this particular sector of the view from within the NSA. Contrastingly, views to the 

west, north and north-east capture the interior of the NSA and also the more distant North 

Argyll LLA, so they possess a higher value. Notwithstanding this slight fluctuation in the value 

of the available views, the expansive seascapes and mainland encompassing the Proposed 

Development contribute to a relatively scenic outlook that has a medium-high value.    

6.8.103 The susceptibility of ferry travellers to the Proposed Development would be medium-high. 

There is elevated seating available around the perimeter of the ferry, which allows travellers 

to experience panoramic views down and across the Firth of Lorn and Lynn of Lorn. Travellers 

are generally able to view in any direction, regardless of the direction of travel, and given the 

general absence of any intervening obstacles on the water, they are highly susceptible to wind 

farm development situated on the mainland and surrounding islands. Given the distance of 

the viewpoint from the mainland, and the Proposed Development, as well as the sheer breadth 

of the views available, this susceptibility is tempered to a degree. 

6.8.104 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity for ferry users. 

 Magnitude of change 
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6.8.105 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 11.8km away, with all 12 hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would extend across around 15° of the available field of view. In reality, there would be 

some additional screening to the turbine towers from conifer forestry situated on the ridgeline 

in front of the Proposed Development. All infrastructure would be screened by landform during 

the construction and operational phases however, with tall cranes potentially visible during 

the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. The magnitude of change on this 

view would be medium-low, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be visible partly above the skyline and partly 

against the backdrop of the landscape. 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a moderately broad section of the craggy 

uplands on the mainland in the background of the view.   

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 11.8km from 

the viewpoint. 

• The Proposed Development would be viewed in combination with the operational 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm (19km), which would intensify the influence of wind energy 

development in this sector of the view.   

6.8.106 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry which 

reduces the perceived scale of the turbines. 

• The broad ridgeline ensures that the perceived scale of the turbines can be 

accommodated by the underlying landform. 

• The wind turbines are perceived to be situated beyond the coastline, which is defined 

by an initial band of hills that rises from the sea. 

• There is some built development on the coastline, including the settlements of 

Dunbeg  and Ganavan, and this reduces the contrast between the Proposed 

Development and the existing character of the view.  

• The wind turbines are clearly situated away from the more dramatic and scenic 

sectors of the view associated with hills of Lorn, notably Ben Cruachan, Morvern, and 

the Isle of Mull, as well the smaller scale Isle of Lismore.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.107 The effect of the Proposed Development on ferry travellers would be moderate and not 

significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of 

change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.108 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.109 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms at 19km and 16km 

distances respectively, and the forestry screening that affects visibility of the Barran Cultann 
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development, the introduction of the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy 

development of a larger scale that occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was 

the case. However, it would be viewed within a similar landscape setting and sector of the 

view, and it would be of a scale that would not overwhelm the wider landscape. 

6.8.110 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change on the 

view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.111 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Viewpoint 11: Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish Bay 

 Baseline 

6.8.112 The viewpoint is located at the western end of Tralee Beach, situated approximately 300m 

south-west of Tralee Bay Holiday Park. The view is representative of those received by 

tourists and visitors to the beach for recreational purposes. While the viewpoint is located 

close to the eastern boundary of the Linn of Lorn NSA, it is not situated within the designated 

area.   

6.8.113 Views to the south encompass the approximately 1km length of Tralee beach in the 

foreground, which is characterised by its sandy shoreline and the vegetated dunes that form 

part of the transition to the grassland further inland. The midground of the view is 

characterised by the open waters of Ardmucknish Bay, which are enclosed to the east by 

Beinn Lora and to the west by the more modest, but long landform that stretches to Rubha 

Garbh-aird. In the distance, beyond the bay, the edges of the Craggy Uplands LCT form a 

long and relatively smooth ridgeline above a section of shoreline that is punctuated by the 

settlements and caravan parks associated with the settlements of Ledaig, Dunbeg, and 

Ganavan.  

6.8.114 The view is therefore predominantly characterised by the extensive waters of Ardmucknish 

Bay and its enclosing natural, albeit sometimes forested, landforms, but there is also a modest 

influence from the distant buildings associated with these settlements across the bay. In the 

hills above the distant shoreline, there are also some limited influences from the small scale 

wind farm developments of Beinn Ghlas and Barran Caltunn, which are partially visible above 

the skyline.    

 Sensitivity 

6.8.115 The value of this view is medium.  There are no formal viewpoints on or around Tralee beach, 

but it is a popular location visited by local residents and visitors, in particular by those staying 

at the nearby Tralee Bay Holiday Park. The beach provides uninterrupted scenic views across 

Ardmucknish Bay. The viewpoint is not located within a locally or nationally designated 

landscape, but it is situated close to the Lynn of Lorn NSA. Views across extended parts of 

the NSA cannot be experienced from this location though and as a result its proximity does 

not increase the value of the view.  

6.8.116 The susceptibility of local residents and visitors to the Proposed Development would be 

medium. This would relate chiefly to the distance of 12.4km to the Proposed Development 

and the subsequent separation between the viewpoint and the Proposed Development, but 

also the unobstructed views that can be experienced towards the Site.  
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6.8.117 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium rating of sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.118 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south of this 

viewpoint from a minimum of 12.4km away, with all 12 hubs theoretically visible, and they 

would extend across around 15° of the available field of view. Given the absence of any 

intervening obstacles or forestry, a similar level of visibility would be experienced in reality. 

The majority of infrastructure would be screened by landform during the construction and 

operational phases, and where theoretically visible it would be relatively indiscernible at this 

distance. Tall cranes are likely to be visible during the short-term construction and 

decommissioning phases, but again distance will be a moderating factor in relation to how 

discernible they are within the wider landscape. The magnitude of change on this view would 

be medium, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be contained within a relatively broad section of 

the hills in the background of the view - approximately 15°HFOV.   

• The turbines would be visible partly above the skyline and partly backclothed by the 

surrounding hills.  

• A large proportion of the majority of the turbines would be visible with landform only 

screening significant parts of T4.  

• Although wind farms are an existing characteristic of the wider landscape, the scale of 

the operational Beinn Ghlas and Barran Caltunn developments is smaller, and as a 

result the Proposed Development would increase the influence of this particular 

characteristic on the wider landscape.  

• The Proposed Development is situated in a slightly different sector of the view to the 

operational wind farms that are contained in the view.  

6.8.119 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.  

• The broad and relatively smooth ridgeline ensures that the perceived scale of the 

turbines can be accommodated by the underlying landform. 

• The wind turbines are perceived to be located in the craggy uplands, beyond the 

coastline, giving a sense of separation. 

• There is some built development on the coastline, including the settlements of Ledaig, 

Dunbeg, and Ganavan, and this reduces the contrast between the Proposed 

Development and the existing character of the view.  

• The evenly spaced, linear arrangement of turbines responds well to the broad and 

relatively smooth ridgeline that forms the backdrop to the view.  

• There are minimal instances of blades overlapping, which helps to maintain the 

relatively simple composition of the view.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.120 The effect of the Proposed Development on local residents and visitors would be moderate 

and significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the minor magnitude of 

change on the view and the medium sensitivity of the viewpoint.  



 

Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 
  

6-110 

 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.121 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.122 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Beinn Ghlas and Barrun Caltunn Wind Farms at 14km and 7km 

distances respectively, and the forestry screening that affects visibility of the Barran Cultann 

Wind Farm, the introduction of the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy 

development of a larger scale that occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was 

the case. The Proposed Development would be situated in between the two operational 

developments, but the interaction between the three developments would be low due to their 

relatively small scale and separation.  

6.8.123 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be minor and significant. This is due to a combination 

of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change on the view and the medium 

sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.124 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Viewpoint 12: Barr Liath 

 Baseline 

6.8.125 The viewpoint is located close to the summit of Barr Liath, a relatively modest hill situated 

between Glen Avich and Loch Awe in the Craggy Uplands to the south of the Site. The hill 

can be climbed by hill walkers initially using the existing forestry tracks in Glen Avich, but there 

is no path between the forestry and the summit of the hill. As a result, there are few signs that 

the upper slopes and hill summit is frequently visited, but the viewpoint provides 

representative views of those that might be experienced by hill walkers in the surrounding 

area where visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted.      

6.8.126 The viewpoint provides far reaching panoramic views to the north towards the Site, with views 

to the east and south-west slightly contained by the undulating nature of the local landforms. 

The view is primarily characterised by the rolling, craggy uplands, which possess a consistent 

mixed landcover of moorland and plantation forestry that is little affected by the changes in 

elevation. As a result, the changes in topography associated with lowland glens, such as Glen 

Avich, are relatively indiscernible when viewed from Barr Liath. The summits of the craggy 

uplands also possess a relatively consistent elevation and as a result, views stretch a 

considerable distance in certain directions, so that the Mull and Morvern hills are visible to the 

north-west and Ben Cruachan is visible to the north-east.  

6.8.127 Development across the landscapes viewed from Barr Liath is extremely limited with no 

settlement or roads visible, but the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is visible to the north-

east situated on an area of moorland hills in front of Ben Cruachan. The influence of 

commercial forestry provides the starkest contrast across the hills with their varying growth 

cycles, and the patterns of plantation boundaries and firebreaks, forming a strong 

characteristic of this part of Argyll.     

 Sensitivity 
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6.8.128 The value of the view is medium-low. There are no formal viewpoints on Barr Liath or its 

surrounding hills, and its summit is not accessed by a footpath, so while it provides a 

contextual viewpoint for LVIA purposes, it is not frequently visited by recreational hillwalkers. 

The view is relatively scenic and this increases its value, but the viewpoint is neither located 

in a local or nationally designated landscape, nor are parts of the landscape contained in 

views towards the Proposed Developments covered by these designations.  

6.8.129 The susceptibility of viewers is medium-low. Panoramic views encompassing the Proposed 

Development can be experienced from the viewpoint, and while this sector of the wider 

available views may not necessarily be the most scenic, it contributes towards the scenic 

quality of the viewpoint. Hill walkers are therefore considered to be of medium-low 

susceptibility to changes in the landscape encompassing the Site.    

6.8.130 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-low rating. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.131 All twelve turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the north of 

this viewpoint from a minimum of 13.9km away, with nine of the hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would extend across around 13° of the available field of view. Given the exposure of the 

viewpoint, a similar level of visibility would be experienced in reality, with only some modest 

screening from forestry situated in front of the Proposed Development. All infrastructure would 

be screened by landform during the construction and operational phases however, with tall 

cranes likely to be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium-low, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 13km due to 

the proportion of the turbines that is visible. 

• The majority of the turbines are backclothed, with a few blades visible above the 

skyline.  

• The Proposed Development would be situated with a landscape with few signs of built 

development. 

• The Proposed Development would extend the influence of wind farm development 

into a different sector of the view, with wind turbines associated with Carraig Gheal 

Wind Farm visible further east.  

6.8.132 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• Some landform screening to parts of the turbine towers and some hubs. 

• The modified character of the landscape as a result of the extensive tracts of 

commercial forestry within the view.  

• The wind turbines are perceived to be located in the uplands beyond Glen Avich.   

• The Proposed Development in isolation would affect a limited part of the view - 

approximately 13°HFOV.  

• The existing Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is visible to the east of the Proposed 

Development, so it would not introduce a new characteristic element into views from 

this location.   
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• The Proposed Development is situated within a less elevated arc of the broad distant 

ridgeline, rather than on the more prominent hill summits.  

• The scale of the Proposed Development is accommodated by the scale of the 

underlying landform, and also the large scale landscape that prevails across the rest 

of the view. 

 Significance of effect 

6.8.133 The effect of the Proposed Development on recreational hill walkers would be minor and not 

significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of 

change on the view and the medium-low sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.134 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.135 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a medium cumulative magnitude of change. The Proposed 

Development would appear in a distinctively separate sector of the view to the operational 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm. As a result, the Proposed Development would extend the influence 

of wind farms across the view, but it would be of a similar scale to Carraig Gheal Wind Farm, 

with sufficient separation between the two developments to ensure that wind farms do not 

become the defining influence on the view.  

6.8.136 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due to a 

combination of the factors that lead to the medium cumulative magnitude of change on the 

view and the medium-low sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.137 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Viewpoint 13: Ben Cruachan 

 Baseline 

6.8.138 The viewpoint is located at the summit of Ben Cruachan, which is a popular mountain in Argyll 

visited by hill walkers. The route up Ben Cruachan starts at the side of the A85 where there 

is a rough area for parking, near the railway underpass. The path then leads up through 

deciduous woodland, and then past the dam and reservoir, before ascending the open hill 

slope to the summit. The route is located on the southern slopes such that views towards the 

Proposed Development are apparent from many of the open sections, particularly when 

descending the hill. The viewpoint provides an elevated outlook (1,126 m AOD) across the 

wider landscape in all directions, and in clear conditions they can be expansive, extending out 

to Jura, Islay and Colonsay to the west.  The most scenic views occur to the north where the 

High Tops around Glen Coe, including Ben Nevis, are visible, and to the west where views 

extend out across the Firth of Lorn to the islands of Lismore and Mull. 

6.8.139 The view to the south-west encompasses the Site and is characterised by the Craggy 

Uplands, which appear as a broad and simple landscape with little division or detail evident, 

as a result of the elevation of the viewpoint. The most distinctive features are Loch Awe and 

Loch Nant owing to their light colour and flat surface in contrast to the comparatively dark 

colour and undulating surface of the landform. Forestry marks out a broad pattern of blocks 
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with the remainder of the landform left open as upland moorland or in the more sheltered 

glens small pockets of improved farmland. The hills can be seen to continue on for some 

considerable distance and the background of the view is marked by the distinctive outline of 

the Paps of Jura.   

6.8.140 Wind farm development is an existing feature in this sector of the view; all 16 of the Beinn 

Ghlas Wind Farm turbines and all 20 of the Carraig Gheal Wind Farm turbines are visible from 

this viewpoint, both situated in the Craggy Uplands LCT to the south-west of Ben Cruachan. 

Their form, colour and movement contrast with the underlying landscape and although a 

notable feature, they do not interrupt the wider view beyond. 

 Sensitivity 

6.8.141 The value of the view is medium-high. The viewpoint is located within the North Argyll LLA 

which is of local value. While the scenic quality from the summit of Ben Cruachan is generally 

of high quality, the Proposed Development is situated within one of the less remarkable 

aspects of the view, which contains some existing wind farm development, and as a result 

this moderates the value of this particular view.     

6.8.142 The susceptibility of visitors would be high. While walkers would be facing north when making 

their ascent of Ben Cruachan, they would be oriented south towards the Proposed 

Development when descending. Given the opportunities for far-reaching views and the nature 

of their activity, it is considered that they would have a high susceptibility to changes within 

views towards the Proposed Development.   

6.8.143 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.144 All twelve turbines would be theoretically visible to the west of this viewpoint from a minimum 

of 14.1km away, with all twelve hubs theoretically visible, and they would extend across 

around 3° of the view. From the summit of Ben Cruachan there would be no intervening 

vegetation or landform to screen views of the Proposed Development, so the entirety of the 

turbines would be visible. There is also likely to be some distant visibility of the Proposed 

Development’s infrastructure, such the access tracks, from this location, and tall cranes would 

also be visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases. The 

magnitude of change on this view would be medium-low for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be clearly discernible at a distance of over 14km 

due to the scale of the turbines and the absence of any intervening screening. 

• The Proposed Development would be situated within a modified landscape with only 

limited signs of built development, including some other existing wind farms. 

• The Proposed Development would be situated within a compartment of the view that 

contains extensive views beyond the mainland across the Firth or Lorn to the Isle of 

Mull.  

• The Proposed Development would extend the influence of wind farm development, 

with wind turbines associated with Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms visible 

further east.  

• The wind turbines would be notably larger than those installed at the nearby Beinn 

Ghlas Wind Farm. 
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• There is considerable blade overlapping due to the linear design of the wind farm.   

6.8.145 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• The Proposed Development will affect a very limited proportion (around 3°) of the 

view that is available from this viewpoint, so that the great majority of the view will 

remain unaffected. 

• While the surrounding landscape is highly scenic, the characteristics of the Craggy 

Uplands LCT are well suited to wind farm development, in comparison to the High 

Tops LCT, due to its broad scale and modified landcover.  

• The Proposed Development would not appear to extend wind farm development into 

another landscape character type, and as a result it would appear to be consistent 

with the existing pattern of development.  

6.8.146 It is expected that during the course of the lifetime of the Proposed Development, the 

neighbouring Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm would either be decommissioned or repowered with 

larger scale turbines. Furthermore, a proposal to repower the Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is 

currently at the Scoping stage. This would help to diminish or remove entirely any contrast in 

the scale of the developments.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.147 The effect of the Proposed Development on visitors would be moderate and significant, due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view 

and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint. However, it is likely that effects would be 

reduced to not significant in the event that Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is either decommissioned 

or repowered.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.148 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.149 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a medium-low cumulative magnitude of change. The Proposed 

Development would appear in the same sector of the view as the operational Beinn Ghlas, 

Carraig Gheal, and Barran Caltunn Wind Farms. While Barran Caltunn Wind Farm is located 

further west, the Proposed Development would extend the arc of larger scale commercial wind 

farm development slightly further west. The increased scale of the proposed wind turbines 

would contribute towards the cumulative magnitude of change, but altogether the Proposed 

Development would represent only a low change to the cumulative situation.   

6.8.150 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant. This is due to a combination of 

the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change on the view and the 

medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.151 Under the consented and application scenarios, a similarly medium-low cumulative 

magnitude of change would arise, due to the more limited association between the Proposed 

Development and the An Carr Dubh, Blarghour, and Ladyfield Wind Farms. These wind farms 

would be visible within a different sector of the view to the south of the viewpoint, and 

separated from the Craggy Uplands LCT by Loch Awe.  
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6.8.152 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in a consented and application 

scenario would therefore be moderate and not significant. This is due to a combination of 

the factors that lead to the medium-low cumulative magnitude of change on the view and the 

medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Viewpoint 14: Kilcheran, Lismore 

 Baseline 

6.8.153 The viewpoint is located on an elevated knoll, close to Kilcheran on the Isle of Lismore. The 

view is representative of those that might be received by residents and visitors located on the 

more elevated, south-east facing slopes on the island, but not necessarily nearby residential 

properties in less elevated locations where views may be obstructed to a degree by woodland 

and the surrounding islands. The viewpoint therefore presents a worst-case illustration of 

visibility from the island, situated within the Lynn of Lorn NSA.  

6.8.154 The view looks out across the Firth of Lorn towards the mainland, with Creag Island, Pladda 

Island, Eilean nan Gamhna, and Eilean Dubh featuring in the middle ground.  The closer range 

of these islands and the greater level of discernible detail means that they form a focus of the 

view, with the mainland providing an expansive backdrop. The strong character of these 

coastal waters therefore slightly diminishes the prominence of the Craggy Uplands which form 

the background hills on the mainland. The more pronounced outline of the Ben Cruachan 

range means that this forms the main feature on the mainland within the wider view, with the 

more consistent elevations of areas further south making them slightly less distinctive. The 

view is open and expansive, and scenic on account of the contrast between the expanse of 

water and the large scale of some of the surrounding mountains. 

6.8.155 The view appears largely undeveloped, but some settlement is visible along the shoreline of 

the mainland south of Ben Cruachan associated with Oban and the nearby smaller 

settlements of Ledaig, Connel, and Ganavan. Occasional boats travelling across and/or along 

the Firth of Lorn often introduces some movement into the view, and the operational Carraig 

Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms are also discernible on the distant skyline in a similar 

sector of the view to the Proposed Development. Given the distance, these wind farms, 

particularly Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm, therefore appear as minor elements within the wider 

landscape. 

 Sensitivity 

6.8.156 The value of the view is high. The viewpoint while not formally recognised on maps or 

signposts is situated within the Lynn of Lorn NSA, and it provides panoramic scenic views 

across the NSA. These views capture the smaller scale Isle of Lismore and the larger scale 

Highland backdrop, which form parts of the SLQs associated with the NSA designation.  

6.8.157 The susceptibility of viewers is medium. The Site of the Proposed Development forms part of 

a relatively undeveloped backdrop in views from the viewpoint, but it is relatively distant at 

14.7km away and it is not located within the more dramatic sectors of the view associated 

with the mountains of Lorn and the Nevis range. As a result, the susceptibility of viewers would 

be moderated to a medium level.   

6.8.158 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating. 

 Magnitude of change 
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6.8.159 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 14.7km away, with all 12 hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would extend across around 12° of the available field of view. In reality, there would only 

be some limited screening to the turbine towers from conifer forestry situated on the ridgeline 

in front of the Proposed Development. The majority of infrastructure would be screened by 

landform during the construction and operational phases, and where theoretically visible it 

would be relatively indiscernible at this distance. Tall cranes are likely to be theoretically 

visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases, but again distance 

will be a moderating factor in relation to how discernible they are within the wider landscape. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium, for the following reasons.  

• The Proposed Development would be visible mostly backclothed but also partly 

above the skyline. 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a less elevated section of the craggy 

uplands on the mainland in the background of the view.   

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 14.7km from 

the viewpoint. 

• While the wind turbines are relatively evenly spaced, there is some overlapping of 

blades. 

• The Proposed Development would be viewed in combination with the operational 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm (22km) and close to the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind 

Farm (19km), which would intensify the influence of wind energy development in this 

sector of the view.   

6.8.160 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry, and the 

Site occupies a relatively low elevation, which reduces the perceived scale of the 

turbines. 

• The broad and relatively smooth hills on the mainland ensure that the perceived scale 

of the turbines can be accommodated by the underlying landform. 

• The wind turbines are perceived to be situated beyond the coastline, which is defined 

by an initial band of hills that rises from the sea. 

• There is some built development on the coastline, including the settlements of Oban, 

Dunbeg  and Ganavan, and this reduces the contrast between the Proposed 

Development and the existing character of the view.  

• The wind turbines are clearly situated away from the more dramatic and scenic 

sectors of the view associated with the mountains of Lorn, notably Ben Cruachan, and 

the Nevis range.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.161 The effect of the Proposed Development on residents and visitors would be major-moderate 

and significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of 

change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 
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6.8.162 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above.  

6.8.163 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal and Beinn Ghlas Wind Farms at 22km and 19km 

distances respectively, and the forestry screening that affects visibility of the Barran Cultann 

Wind Farm, the introduction of the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy 

development of a larger scale that occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was 

the case. However, it would be viewed within a similar landscape setting, albeit at a slightly 

lower elevation, and sector of the view, and it would be of a scale that would not overwhelm 

the wider landscape. 

6.8.164 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change on the 

view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.165 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.166 The sensitivity of this viewpoint remains medium-high for residents and visitors.  

6.8.167 The baseline night-time view towards the Proposed Development is characterised by the 

expansive seascape and islands that forms the midground of the view, beyond the slopes that 

lead down from the viewpoint to the shore in the foreground. The contrast between the sea 

and landforms provides a distinctive pattern, which emphasises the small rocky islands close 

to the Isle of Lismore. The mainland forms the background of the view, which to the south-

east generally comprises of a relatively level landscape of coast and hills, whereas to the 

north-east the more distinctive outlines of Ben Cruachan and the Lorn mountains, and at 

greater distance, the Nevis range, are visible. Settlement along the mainland coastline tends 

to be emphasised at night-time, due to their number and visibility to the south-east of Lismore. 

Oban and Dunbeg are the most discernible elements on the mainland due to the higher 

concentration of building and street lighting. In the wider views, a small number of boats within 

the Firth of Lorn are also particularly discernible due to their extensive lighting. There is no 

lighting close to this particular viewpoint though.     

6.8.168 In relation to the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme, seven turbine lights would be 

visible from a minimum of 14.7km away. The Proposed Development would introduce a new 

influence of red lights close the skyline into the night-time view. The position of the lights within 

a sector of the view where built development and some lighting is visible would moderate their 

effect on the view, but the flashing appearance that would be likely to arise would increase it. 

The magnitude of change arising from the lighting is further influenced by the extent of the 

lighting extending intermittently across approximately 11° of the view; the distance of the lights 

from the viewpoint; and the presence of some baseline lighting within the same sector of the 

view, albeit of a different type and colour, so that the turbine lights would not introduce lighting 

into a completely dark environment. 

6.8.169 The vertical angle between this viewpoint and the closest nacelle is -1.26° and the intensity 

of the nacelle lights in the 2,000 cd scenario is therefore between 980 and 420 cd (see Figure 
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6.16), while the 200 cd scenario is between 98 and 42 cd. In relation to the Agreed Reduced 

Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2,000 cd lighting, the night-time magnitude of change on this 

view would be low, while in the scenario with 200 cd, the magnitude of change would reduce 

to a negligible level due to the reduced light source.  

6.8.170 As a result, and when combined with the viewpoint’s sensitivity, the effect of the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on residents and visitors is considered to be 

moderate-minor and not significant. The effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting 

Scheme with 200 cd on residents is considered to be minor and not significant. 

6.8.171 Operational, under-construction, consented and application wind farms in the vicinity of the 

Proposed Development do not have visible aviation lighting. There would therefore be no 

cumulative interactions between aviation lighting of different wind farms at this viewpoint.  

 Viewpoint 15: Oban-Mull Ferry 

 Baseline 

6.8.172 The viewpoint is located in the Firth of Lorn on a section of the ferry route between Oban and 

Craignure (on the Isle of Mull), situated approximately 2km south of the southern tip of the 

Isle of Lismore. This location is also situated on the ferry routes between Oban and Coll, Tiree, 

and Barra. The view is therefore representative of those experienced by local residents and 

visitors when travelling on the ferry between these locations. The viewpoint is located 

approximately 500m south of the Lynn of Lorn NSA and therefore while it provides an 

impression of views that might be experienced nearby in the NSA, the viewpoint is not located 

in a designated landscape.  

6.8.173 The position of the viewpoint in the centre of a northern part of the Firth of Lorn enables ferry 

users to experience panoramic views to the east across the Firth to the mainland (over 5km 

distant), to the south down the Firth, to the west across to the Isle of Mull (over 4km distant), 

and to the north across to the Isle of Lismore and up the Linn of Lorn. The island of Kerrera 

slightly interrupts the far-reaching views to the south-east, screening parts of the town of 

Oban. There are still extensive views of the mainland in the distance though, which comprise 

of the Morven peninsula beyond the Isle of Lismore to the north, the more distinctive and 

mountainous landforms of the Lorn and Ben Nevis mountain ranges to the north-east, and the 

smoother, less elevated craggy uplands situated to the south of Ben Cruachan.  

6.8.174 The character of the landscape in these panoramic views is therefore dominated by the broad 

seascape, the islands of Lismore and Kerrera, and the distant upland landscapes of the 

mainland. There are therefore few signs of built development within the view, apart from some 

distant settlement along the shoreline of the mainland south of Ben Cruachan associated with 

Oban and the nearby smaller settlements of Ledaig, Connel, and Ganavan. Occasional boats 

travelling across and/or along the Firth of Lorn often introduces some movement into the view, 

and the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is also discernible on the skyline slightly above 

southern parts of Oban.   

 Sensitivity 

6.8.175 The value of this view is medium-high. The viewpoint is situated on the ferry outwith any local 

or national landscape designation. Localised areas of the landscape around the island of 

Kerrera between the viewpoint and the Proposed Development are designated as a LLA, and 

as a result this increases the value of this particular sector of the view. Views to the north and 

north-east encompass the Lynn of Lorn NSA and the North Argyll LLA in the distance, so 

these sectors of the view also possess a higher value. Notwithstanding this slight fluctuation 
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in the value of the available views, the expansive seascapes and mainland encompassing the 

Proposed Development contribute to a relatively scenic outlook that has a medium-high value.    

6.8.176 The susceptibility of ferry travellers to the Proposed Development would be medium-high. 

There is elevated seating available around the perimeter of the ferry, which allows travellers 

to experience panoramic views up and down the Firth of Lorn and Lynn of Lorn. Travellers 

are generally able to view in any direction, regardless of the direction of travel, and given the 

general absence of any intervening obstacles on the water, they are highly susceptible to wind 

farm development situated on the mainland and surrounding islands. Given the distance of 

the viewpoint from the mainland and the Proposed Development, as well as the sheer breadth 

of the views available, this susceptibility is also tempered to a degree. 

6.8.177 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity ferry users respectively. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.178 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 13.2km away, with all 12 hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would extend across around 10° of the available field of view. In reality, there would be 

some additional screening to the turbine towers from conifer forestry situated on the ridgeline 

in front of the Proposed Development. The majority of infrastructure would be screened by 

landform during the construction and operational phases, and where theoretically visible it 

would be relatively indiscernible at this distance. Tall cranes are likely to be theoretically 

visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases, but again distance 

will be a moderating factor in relation to how discernible they are within the wider landscape. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be visible partly above the skyline and partly 

backclothed. 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a section of the craggy uplands on the 

mainland in the background of the view, beyond the town of Oban.   

• The Proposed Development would be discernible at a distance of over 13.2km from 

the viewpoint. 

• There would be some overlapping of turbine blades due to the slightly inconsistent 

spacing between the turbines.  

• The Proposed Development would be viewed in combination with the operational 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm (21km), which would intensify the influence of wind energy 

development in this sector of the view.   

• The Proposed Development would be visible in the wider context of Ben Cruachan, 

albeit clearly separated by intervening landforms.  

6.8.179 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry which 

reduces the perceived scale of some of the turbines. 

• The Proposed Development would be situated beneath the more prominent hills that 

define the skyline in the background of the view.  
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• There is some built development on the coastline in front of the Proposed 

Development, including the settlements of Oban and Dunbeg, and this reduces the 

contrast between the Proposed Development and the existing character of the view.  

• The wind turbines are clearly situated away from the more dramatic and scenic 

sectors of the view associated with hills of Lorn, notably Ben Cruachan, Morvern, and 

the Isle of Mull, as well the smaller scale Isle of Lismore.  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.180 The effect of the Proposed Development on ferry users would be major-moderate and 

significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium magnitude of 

change on the view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.181 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above. While there is also some extremely limited theoretical visibility 

of Beinn Ghlas and Barunn Caltunn Wind Farms, the wind turbines are not discernible within 

the view due to their distance from the viewpoint.  

6.8.182 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm at 21km distant, the introduction of 

the Proposed Development would introduce wind energy development of a larger scale that 

occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was the case. However, the two 

developments would be viewed within a similar landscape setting and the same sector of 

the view, such that they would form the sole influence from wind farms within the broader 

panoramic views that can be experienced from this viewpoint.  

6.8.183 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change on the 

view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.184 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Viewpoint 16: Duart Castle, Isle of Mull 

 Baseline 

6.8.185 The viewpoint is located in front of the south-eastern façade of Duart Castle, which is located 

on the south-eastern coastline of the Isle of Mull. The 13th century castle is the seat of Clan 

MacLean and a popular tourist attraction for visitors to the island.  

6.8.186 The position of Duart Castle on a part of the Isle of Mull which juts out into the Sound of Mull 

has historically afforded residents and visitor’s panoramic views across the Sound of Mull 

and down Loch Linnhe to the north-west and north-east respectively, and across the Firth 

of Lorn to the mainland to the east. The islands of Lismore and Kerrera interrupt these far-

reaching views to the north-east and south-east, but provide additional interest to the views. 

There are still extensive views of the mainland in the distance though (over 10km distant), 

which comprise of the Morvern peninsular to the north, the more distinctive and mountainous 

landforms of the Lorn and Ben Nevis mountain ranges to the north-east, and the smoother, 

less elevated craggy uplands situated to the south of Ben Cruachan. The foreground of 
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these views is generally limited to the castle grounds and the shoreline, due to the castle’s 

peripheral location on Duart Point, and views of Duart Bay to the north are screened by the 

castle itself.  

6.8.187 The character of the landscape in these panoramic views is therefore dominated by the 

broad seascape that wraps around Duart Point, and the distant upland landscapes of the 

mainland. There are therefore few signs of built development within the view, apart from the 

car park in the foreground of the view, the lighthouse on Lady’s Rock in the midground, and 

some distant settlement along the shoreline of the mainland south of Ben Cruachan 

associated with Oban and the nearby smaller settlements of Ledaig, Connel, and Ganavan. 

Occasional boats travelling across and/or along the Firth of Lorn tend to introduce some 

additional movement into the view, and the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is also 

discernible above the skyline slightly south of Oban.   

 Sensitivity 

6.8.188 The value of the view is high. Duart Castle is a Category A listed building, which is a popular 

visitor attraction on the Isle of Mull. Its setting, which is characterised by its position 

overlooking the Sound of Mull, and its expansive views that stretch across the Firth of Lorn, 

are part of its attraction, and provide it with scenic views. These views encompass the Lynn 

of Lorn NSA, and the dramatic and often mountainous landscapes of the mainland, as well 

as the closer mountains on the Isle of Mull.   

6.8.189 The susceptibility of viewers is medium-low. Panoramic views encompassing the Proposed 

Development can be experienced from the viewpoint, but it is situated at over 17km distance, 

and as a result the susceptibility is moderated to a reasonable degree. Visitors are therefore 

considered to have a medium-low susceptibility to changes in the landscape encompassing 

the Site.    

6.8.190 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating. 

 Magnitude of change 

6.8.191 All 12 turbines in the Proposed Development would be theoretically visible to the south-east 

of this viewpoint from a minimum of 17.7km away, with all 12 hubs theoretically visible, and 

they would extend across around 7° of the available field of view. In reality, there would be 

some additional screening to the turbine towers from conifer forestry situated on the ridgeline 

in front of the Proposed Development. The majority of infrastructure would be screened by 

landform during the construction and operational phases, and where theoretically visible it 

would be relatively indiscernible at this distance. Tall cranes are likely to be theoretically 

visible during the short-term construction and decommissioning phases, but again distance 

will be a moderating factor in relation to how discernible they are within the wider landscape. 

The magnitude of change on this view would be medium-low, for the following reasons. 

• The Proposed Development would be visible partly above the skyline and partly 

backclothed. 

• The Proposed Development would occupy a section of the craggy uplands on the 

mainland in the background of the view, beyond the town of Oban.   

• The Proposed Development would remain relatively discernible in clear weather at a 

distance of over 17.7km from the viewpoint. 
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• There would be some overlapping of turbine blades due to the slightly inconsistent 

spacing between the turbines.  

• The Proposed Development would be viewed in combination with the operational 

Carraig Gheal Wind Farm (25km), which would intensify the influence of wind energy 

development in this sector of the view.   

• The Proposed Development would be visible in the wider context of the Lorn 

mountains, including Ben Cruachan, albeit clearly situated in a more subdued 

landscape.  

6.8.192 The factors that restrict the magnitude of change to a medium-low level are as follows.  

• Varying proportions of the turbines are screened by landform and forestry which 

reduces the perceived scale of some of the turbines. 

• The Proposed Development would be situated beneath the more prominent hills that 

define the skyline in the background of the view.  

• There is some built development on the coastline in front of the Proposed 

Development, including the settlements of Oban and Dunbeg, and this reduces the 

contrast between the Proposed Development and the existing character of the view.  

• The wind turbines are situated in a different sector of the view from the more dramatic 

and scenic landscapes associated with the Lorn mountains, Morvern, and the Isle of 

Mull, as well the smaller scale Isle of Lismore.  

  

 Significance of effect 

6.8.193 The effect of the Proposed Development on visitors would be moderate and significant, due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the medium-low magnitude of change on the view 

and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.194 Visibility of any notable operational and under-construction wind farms is described in the 

baseline description above. While there is also some extremely limited theoretical visibility of 

Beinn Ghlas and Barunn Caltunn Wind Farms, the wind turbines are not discernible within the 

view due to their distance from the viewpoint.  

6.8.195 Under the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, the Proposed 

Development would result in a low cumulative magnitude of change. Given the limited 

influence of the operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm at 25km distant, the introduction of the 

Proposed Development would introduce wind energy development of a larger scale that 

occupies a broader extent of the view than previously was the case. However, the two 

developments would be viewed within a similar landscape setting and the same sector of the 

view, such that they would form the sole influence from wind farms within the broader 

panoramic views that can be experienced from this viewpoint.  

6.8.196 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and under-

construction scenario would therefore be moderate-minor and not significant. This is due 

to a combination of the factors that lead to the low cumulative magnitude of change on the 

view and the medium-high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  
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6.8.197 There is only some extremely minor theoretical visibility of the consented Blarghour Variation 

Wind Farm application (one blade tip) at a distance of 35km, and as a result no change is 

predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Turbine Lighting Visibility  

6.8.198 Table 6.14 below provides a summary of the potential visibility of nacelle lights for each of the 

LVIA viewpoints, this is based on the nacelle light ZTV (Figure 6.15) and details of how many 

lit turbines will be theoretically visible from each of the viewpoints included in the LVIA. 

Table 6.14 Turbine Lighting Visibility at Viewpoints 

No. Viewpoint 

Nacelle Lighting Theoretical Visibility 

Default Scheme 
Agreed Reduced 

Scheme 

1 Dun Ladain, Glen Feochan 1 1 

2 Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh 4 2 

3 C32 Road, near Dun-neil 12 7 

4 A816 Kilmore 1 1 

5 Pulpit Hill, Oban* 11 7 

6 A816, near Knipoch Hotel* 6 4 

7 Oban War Memorial 0 0 

8 Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall* 8 6 

9 A85, approach to Taynuilt 5 3 

10 Oban-Lismore Ferry 12 7 

11 Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish Bay 12 7 

12 Barr Liath 9 6 

13 Ben Cruachan 12 7 

14 Kilcheran, Lismore* 12 7 

15 Oban-Mull Ferry 12 7 

16 Duart Castle, Isle of Mull 12 7 

17 Ardmaddy, Loch Etive 0 0 

18 Ben Starav 12 7 

 

 Turbine Lighting Intensity  

6.8.199 The lighting intensity ZTV (Figure 6.16) illustrates the different lighting intensities (depending 

on different vertical angles from the nacelle mounted aviation light) across the surrounding 

landscape. Many of the viewpoints within the areas closest to the Proposed Development will 

have reduced intensity as a result of the negative vertical angle in which the nacelle lights 

would be viewed. Table 6.15 below provides a summary of the reduced intensity for the 

nacelle lights based on the light intensity data presented on Figure 6.16. 

Table 6.15 Turbine Lighting Intensity (Candela) at Viewpoints  

No. Viewpoint 
Turbine Lighting Intensity (cd) 

Vertical Angle 2000 cd 200 cd 

1 Dun Ladain, Glen Feochan -6.00 <170 <17 

2 Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh -5.80 <170 <17 

3 C32 Road, near Dun-neil -4.99 <170 <17 

4 A816 Kilmore -7.07 <170 <17 
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No. Viewpoint 
Turbine Lighting Intensity (cd) 

Vertical Angle 2000 cd 200 cd 

5 Pulpit Hill, Oban* -1.96 980 to 420 98 to 42 

6 A816, near Knipoch Hotel* -2.80 420 to 220 42 to 22 

7 Oban War Memorial N/A N/A N/A 

8 Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall* -1.99 980 to 420 98 to 42 

9 A85, approach to Taynuilt -1.80 980 to 420 98 to 42 

10 Oban-Lismore Ferry -1.60 980 to 420 98 to 42 

11 Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish Bay -1.44 980 to 420 98 to 42 

12 Barr Liath 0.20 2200 to 2500 220 to 250 

13 Ben Cruachan 2.59 2200 to 2500 220 to 250 

14 Kilcheran, Lismore* -1.26 980 to 420 98 to 42 

15 Oban-Mull Ferry -1.52 980 to 420 98 to 42 

16 Duart Castle, Isle of Mull -0.99 2200 to 980 220 to 98 

17 Ardmaddy, Loch Etive N/A N/A N/A 

18 Ben Starav 1.52 2200 to 2500 220 to 250 

 

6.8.200 It is apparent from Figure 6.16 that the full intensity of the lights would be theoretically 

experienced when on similar or more elevated terrain. These elevated areas are found 

intermittently across the Study Area, in particular to the south of the Proposed Development 

across parts of the Craggy Uplands LCT at distances of less than 10km, and also at greater 

distances to the north-west of the Proposed Development across the southern Lorn 

mountains. By comparison, the lighting intensity would be reduced to varying degrees at the 

majority of the viewpoints which are located at lower elevations, and consequently experience 

a lower vertical lighting angle.  

6.8.201 Whilst it is noted that the actual intensity of light perceived at the majority of assessment 

viewpoints (and within the Study Area) is likely to be less intense than the maximum intensity 

of the light (2,000 cd when visibility is less than 5km), the LVIA assesses the maximum 

possible intensity of light observed at each of the viewpoints considered and represents this 

maximum intensity in corresponding visualisations.  

6.8.202 In reality, it is extremely unlikely that 2,000 cd lighting will ever be experienced at its full 

intensity as it will only operate when visibility is reduced by climatic conditions. Reduced 

visibility will also affect perception of the intensity of the light fitting. Fourteen of the 18 

viewpoints are beyond 5km from the Proposed Development, and two of these viewpoints 

have no visibility of the lights under the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme. Therefore, 

the worst-case intensity experienced at the majority of the LVIA viewpoints would likely be 

represented by the 200 cd scenario. This is because the 2000 cd intensity lights would only 

be in operation when visibility is less than 5km and in this situation they would appear far less 

intense due to the poor visibility surrounding the Proposed Development. 

 Assessment of Effects on Visual Receptors 

6.8.203 The second part of the assessment of effects on views is the assessment of the effects that 

the Proposed Development would have on the views from principal visual receptors.  The 

principal visual receptors considered in the assessment include settlements and route 

corridors (including roads, walking routes and national cycle routes) all of which are shown on 

Figure 6.5, and shown in conjunction with the ZTV on Figure 6.11a-b. The principal visual 

receptors assessed in detail have been selected as they have potential to undergo significant 
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effects as a result of the Proposed Development. A preliminary assessment to identify these 

receptors has been carried out through the use of ZTVs and wirelines to indicate the extents, 

level and nature of theoretical visibility and site work to determine the extents, level and nature 

of actual visibility. This process has identified the following principal visual receptors as 

requiring detailed assessment: 

• Settlements – Kilmore, Oban, Connel, and the ribbon development along the northern 

shore of Loch Etive encompassing North Connel, Black Crofts, and Achnacairn; 

• Roads - A85, A828, A816, and the Argyll Coastal Route; 

• Cycling Routes - Caledonian Way and NCR78; 

• Ferry routes - routes between Oban and the Isle of Mull, Isle of Lismore, Morven, and 

the islands of Barra, Coll, Tiree, and Islay;  

• Popular mountains of the Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA and North Argyll LLA; and 

• Core Paths – C152, C160, C170, C171, C177, and C520. 

 Kilmore 

6.8.204 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative effects, of the Proposed 

Development on the settlement of Kilmore is provided in the assessment of Viewpoint 4 

(A816 Kilmore) earlier in Section 6.8. Viewpoint 4 provides representative views from part 

of the village, close to the Village Hall, where the highest levels of theoretical visibility of the 

Proposed Development are predicted to occur, and a major-moderate and significant is 

predicted at this location. Effects across other parts of the village are therefore likely to be of 

a similar or lower magnitude, particularly in locations where screening from woodland and 

buildings interrupts views towards the Proposed Development.  

6.8.205 A night-time visualisation for this settlement has not been produced and a full assessment of 

night-time effects has not been carried out. However, overall conclusions can be drawn from 

the day-time assessment of effects on views from this settlement and the wider night-time 

viewpoint assessment throughout the Study Area. As such, due to the likely visibility of lighting 

associated with T18, it is considered that where visibility of the Proposed Development’s hubs 

is predicted (such as at Viewpoint 4), the effects on residents of the Agreed Reduced Aviation 

Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd and 200 cd lights are likely to be significant. Where only blade 

tip theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is experienced effects would be not 

significant. 

 Oban 

6.8.206 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative and night-time effects, 

of the Proposed Development on the settlement of Oban is provided in the assessment of 

Viewpoint 5 (Pulpit Hill, Oban) earlier in Section 6.8, which illustrates views from an 

elevated area of the town where the highest levels of theoretical visibility of the Proposed 

Development are predicted to occur, and a moderate and significant effect is predicted at 

this location. The effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on 

residents at this location is considered to be moderate and not significant, whereas the 

effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 200 cd on residents is considered 

to be moderate-minor and not significant.  
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6.8.207 Potential effects on the popular Oban shorefront are illustrated by Viewpoint 7 (Oban War 

Memorial), where there would be no change to the view and a not significant effect, due to 

screening by landform and buildings.  

6.8.208 In other locations across the town, building and woodland is likely to interrupt views towards 

the Proposed Development, similar to Viewpoint 7, so effects are therefore likely to be of a 

similar or lower magnitude than is illustrated at Viewpoint 5, and in many areas, there is likely 

to be no change to the views. Similarly, where no theoretical visibility of turbine hubs is 

predicted across the settlement, night-time effects will be not significant.  

 Connel 

 Baseline 

6.8.209 The village of Connel is situated approximately 7km north of the Proposed Development. The 

village contains some services for the local community, including a hotel and inn, a village 

hall, a primary school, a surgery, and a train station. The village is positioned above the 

southern banks of Loch Etive, which has a northern aspect overlooking the loch and the 

Connel Bridge. Views from the village are therefore primarily focussed on the narrow channel 

of water to the north of the village with the backdrop of the Lorn mountains in the distance, 

while views to the south are generally contained by buildings and woodland situated on more 

elevated slopes.     

 Sensitivity 

6.8.210 Settlements are accorded a high sensitivity as visual receptors due to the residential nature 

of viewers, and Connel is therefore considered to have a high sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.211 The ZTV (see Figure 6.6c) indicates theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development across 

central and eastern areas of Connel, including most of the turbine blades, but theoretical 

visibility of a lower number of hubs is predicted. There are however no opportunities to 

experience these views from within the village, due to the woodland situated around the 

southern perimeter of the village, and as a result the magnitude of change across the village 

is no change due to the absence of any visibility of the Proposed Development in reality. 

These assessment conclusions remain for the train station on the southern edge of the village, 

where trees interrupt views towards the Proposed Development.  

 Significance of the effect  

6.8.212 The effect of the Proposed Development on views from Connel would be no change and not 

significant due to the absence of any visibility of the turbines in reality.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.213 In the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, there is some theoretical 

visibility of the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm from a distance of approximately 10km. In 

reality, there is currently no visibility of Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm to the south-east of the 

settlement due to screening from woodland and buildings, and as a result there would be no 

change to this cumulative scenario.  

6.8.214 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  
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 Night-time Effect 

6.8.215 A night-time visualisation for this settlement has not been produced and a full assessment of 

night-time effects has not been carried out. However, overall conclusions can be drawn from 

the day-time assessment of effects on views from this settlement and the wider night-time 

viewpoint assessment throughout the Study Area. As such it is considered that the effects on 

residents of the Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd and 200 cd are likely to be 

not significant. 

 North Connel, Black Crofts, and Achnacairn  

6.8.216 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative and night-time effects, 

of the Proposed Development on the settlement of Black Crofts is provided in the assessment 

of Viewpoint 8 (Black Crofts, by North Connel Hall) earlier in Section 6.8. Viewpoint 8 

provides representative views from a part of these villages, close to the Village Hall, where 

the highest levels of theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development are predicted to occur, 

and a moderate and not significant is predicted at this location. The effect of the Agreed 

Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme with 2000 cd on residents at this location is considered to 

be moderate and not significant, whereas the effect of the Agreed Reduced Aviation 

Lighting Scheme with 200 cd on residents is considered to be moderate-minor and not 

significant. 

6.8.217 Effects across other parts of these villages are therefore likely to be of a similar or lower 

magnitude, particularly in locations where screening from woodland and buildings interrupts 

views towards the Proposed Development, so daytime and night-time effects would be not 

significant.  

 A85 

 Baseline 

6.8.218 The A85 road traverses a large part of the Study Area from Oban in the west to Crianlarich in 

the east. The road passes along the south shore of Loch Etive, before passing through the 

settlements of Lochawe, Tyndrum, and Crianlarich.     

6.8.219 Given the absence of any theoretical visibility along sections of the road to the east of the 

Study Area, between Taynuilt and Tyndrum, the relevant sections of the road for the purposes 

of this assessment are those between Taynuilt and Oban. This section of road is characterised 

by its position between Loch Etive to the north and the Craggy Uplands situated to the south. 

This section of road passes through or close to the settlements of Oban, Dunbeg, Connel, 

and Taynuilt.    

6.8.220 Effects from one of the most affected sections of this route are illustrated by Viewpoint 9 

(A85, approach to Taynuilt).  

 Sensitivity 

6.8.221 The value of views from the A85 is medium. There are no formal viewpoints along the relevant 

sections of the A85, and they are not situated within any locally or nationally designated 

landscapes. The scenic value of the road generally fluctuates depending on the enclosure of 

the surroundings, but overall, it is of a medium value.  

6.8.222 The susceptibility of road users to the Proposed Development would vary between low and 

medium. This would relate chiefly to the minimum distance of 6km to the Proposed 

Development and the general orientation of the closest sections of the road, but also the 
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location of the Proposed Development in the Craggy Uplands  LCT, away from Loch Affric 

and the coast, which provide the focus of the majority of the views.   

6.8.223 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium rating of sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.224 There are five sections of the A85 between Oban and Taynuilt where theoretical visibility of 

the Proposed Development is predicted.  

6.8.225 Along the sections to the north of Oban, south-east of Dunstaffnage, through Connel, and 

north-west of Taynuilt, there would be no visibility of the Proposed Development due to the 

intervening woodland that contains southern views, and as a result there would be no change 

to views experienced by road users along these sections of the road.  

6.8.226 Theoretical visibility is also predicted along a 1km stretch of the A85 to the east of Taynuilt. 

There is some woodland screening that contains views along sections of the road, but views 

towards the Proposed Development can be experienced along part of this stretch of the road. 

The potential effects of the Proposed Development in the views are illustrated in Viewpoint 9 

(A85, approach to Taynuilt). Visibility of the Proposed Development is still affected by 

woodland within and around the village of Taynuilt though, and as a result the magnitude of 

change on these views would be limited to low.  

 Significance of the effect  

6.8.227 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users of the A85 would therefore be at worst 

minor and not significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the low magnitude 

of change on the views and the medium sensitivity of the receptors. 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.228 In the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, there is some theoretical 

visibility of the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm from a distance of approximately 6km. In 

reality, there is currently no visibility of Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm to the south of the Proposed 

Development due to screening from woodland, and as a result there would be no change to 

this cumulative scenario.  

6.8.229 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.230 Night-time visualisations have not been produced from any locations along this road but based 

on the assessment of daytime effects and experience gathered from night-time site visits, 

there is only limited potential for significant effects to occur along the section of road to the 

north-east of Taynuilt. Along this section of the road, road users travelling west would 

experience theoretical visibility of the lights on the hubs of three turbines: T2, T6, and T8.  In 

reality intervening woodland would screen the hubs of T2 and T8, so only a single light would 

be visible at distances of around 9km. Given the nature of the receptor and the short duration 

of these views, the magnitude of change for the Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme is likely 

to be negligible to low under both the 2,000 cd and 200 cd scenarios, and these effects 

would be not significant.  

 A828 (inc. Argyll Coastal Route) 
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 Baseline 

6.8.231 The A828 road links Oban with Fort William following the coastline for the majority of its length, 

apart from a section that passes around the head of Loch Creran. This section of the road 

forms part of the Argyll Coastal Route, which is one of Visit Scotland’s 13 national driving 

routes.   

6.8.232 Given the absence of any theoretical visibility along sections of the road to the north of the 

Study Area, between Port Appin and Fort William, the relevant sections of the road for the 

purposes of this assessment are those between Connel and Port Appin. This section of road 

is characterised by the flat and gently undulating coastal landscape that is situated to the west 

of the Lorn Mountains. 

 Sensitivity 

6.8.233 The value of views from the A828 is medium-high. There are no formal viewpoints along the 

relevant sections of the A828, nor are they situated within a locally or nationally designated 

landscape, but they form part of the Argyll Coastal Route. The scenic value of the road 

generally fluctuates depending on the enclosure of the surroundings, but overall, it is of a 

medium value. As a result, the value of the route is medium-high.    

6.8.234 The susceptibility of road users to the Proposed Development would vary between low and 

high depending on the purpose of the road user’s journey. This susceptibility would also be 

influenced by the minimum distance of 7km to the Proposed Development and the general 

orientation of the closest sections of the road.   

6.8.235 The combination of the value of the views and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

high rating of sensitivity. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.236 There are two sections of the A828 between Oban and Port Appin where theoretical visibility 

of the Proposed Development is predicted; one between Connel and Benderloch, and another 

in Strath Appin.  

6.8.237 Along the sections between Connel and Benderloch there is theoretical visibility of all 12 

proposed wind turbines, but in reality, there are trees and vegetation consistently situated 

along the roadside, such that there is no visibility of the Proposed Development, and as a 

result there would be no change to the views along this section of the road. More open views 

are available from the Connel Bridge at distances of around 7km from the Proposed 

Development, but visibility of the Proposed Development would be interrupted by the steel 

structure of the bridge, and as a result the magnitude of change would be moderated to a 

negligible level.  

6.8.238 Along the shorter potentially affected section of the road that passes through Strath Appin, 

there would be theoretical visibility of between 1-6 turbines at distances of approximately 

18km, with screening predicted to all but one of the turbine hubs, and no theoretical visibility 

of the turbine towers. In reality, these oblique views towards the Proposed Development would 

be obscured to a degree by intervening trees and woodland. As a result, a negligible 

magnitude of change is predicted to occur along this section of the road.  

 Significance of the effect  
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6.8.239 The effect of the Proposed Development on road users of the A828 would be at worst 

negligible and not significant, due to a combination of the factors that lead to the at worst 

negligible magnitude of change on the views and the high sensitivity of the receptors. 

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.240 In the operational and under-construction cumulative scenario, there is some theoretical 

intervisibility of the operational Beinn Ghlas and Barran Caltunn Wind Farms and the 

Proposed Development between Connel and Benderloch, however there would be little 

intervisibility in reality due to screening from woodland to the north of Connel Bridge, and as 

a result there would be only a negligible change to this cumulative scenario that is associated 

with the cumulative effects arising at Connel Bridge. There is no cumulative visibility predicted 

along the section of the road through Strath Appin.  

6.8.241 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in the operational and under 

construction and consented scenarios would therefore be minor and not significant. This is 

due to a combination of the factors that lead to the negligible cumulative magnitude of change 

on the view and the high sensitivity of the viewpoint.  

6.8.242 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views, and as a result 

no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.243 Night-time visualisations have not been produced from any locations along this road but based 

on the assessment of daytime effects and experience gathered from night-time site visits, the 

magnitude of change for the Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme is likely to negligible to no 

change under both the 2,000 cd and 200 cd scenarios respectively. As a result, effects 

relating to the Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme are likely to be not significant in the 2,000 

cd and the 200 cd scenario.  

 A816 (inc. Argyll Coastal Route) 

6.8.244 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative effects, of the Proposed 

Development on the A816 is provided in the assessment of Viewpoint 4 (A816 Kilmore) and 

Viewpoint 6 (A816, near Knipoch Hotel) earlier in Section 6.8, where effects would be 

moderate-minor and not significant and moderate and significant respectively.  

6.8.245 There is a general absence of theoretical visibility along sections of the road south of Knipoch, 

and where theoretical visibility is predicted between Kilmore and Oban it is either screened 

by woodland or of a lower magnitude.  

 Caledonian Way (inc. National Cycle Route 78) 

 Baseline 

6.8.246 The Caledonian Way is a 234 mile cycling route between Campbelltown and Inverness. In 

terms of the LVIA Study Area, there are sections between Lochgilphead and Ballachulish, 

which follow minor roads and paths in a general north-south direction. 

6.8.247 There is a general absence of theoretical visibility along the majority of more distant sections 

of this route, with the sections most relevant to the LVIA situated within 5-6km of the Proposed 

Development. In particular, there is fairly widespread theoretical visibility predicted along the 

section of the route between Taynuilt and Ledaig.  
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6.8.248 Effects along this route are illustrated by Viewpoint 2 (Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh) and 

Viewpoint 3 (C32 Road, near Dun-neil). 

 Sensitivity 

6.8.249 The value of the views from this route is medium. There are no formal viewpoints along the 

relevant sections of the route, but the route possesses recreational value. The viewpoint and 

landscape within the views from the relevant sections of the route do not form part of a locally 

or nationally designated landscape.  

6.8.250 The susceptibility of road users, cyclists and walkers to the Proposed Development would be 

high. For cyclists, in particular those travelling west from Taynuilt to Oban or south from Ledaig 

to Barranrioch, their susceptibility to the Proposed Development would be high due to the 

location of the Proposed Development in front of the traveller. The susceptibility of cyclists 

travelling in the alternative directions would be lower because the Proposed Development 

would only be apparent if an individual looked backwards to observe where they have just 

travelled from.  

6.8.251 The combination of the value of the views and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity for cyclists. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.252 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative effects, of the Proposed 

Development on the closest sections of the Caledonian Way is provided in the assessment of 

Viewpoint 2 (Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh) and Viewpoint 3 (C32 Road, near Dun-neil) 

earlier in Section 6.8. A high magnitude of change is predicted to occur along both of these 

sections of the route. 

6.8.253 For sections of the route between Connel and Barranrioch, there is some relatively consistent 

theoretical visibility predicted of all 12 turbines at distances of between 4-7km from the 

Proposed Development. Where screening from vegetation does not interrupt views, it is 

considered that a high magnitude of change is also likely to occur in views towards the 

Proposed Development, due to the relatively wide HFOV of the views that would be affected.  

6.8.254 For sections of the route between Ledaig and Connel, there is theoretical visibility of all 12 

proposed wind turbines, but in reality, there are trees and vegetation consistently situated 

along the path, such that there is no visibility of the Proposed Development, and as a result 

there would be no change to the views along this section of the route. More open views are 

available from the Connel Bridge at distances of around 7km from the Proposed Development, 

but visibility of the Proposed Development would be interrupted by the steel structure of the 

bridge, and as a result the magnitude of change would be moderated to a negligible level.  

 Significance of the effect   

6.8.255 Based on the worst-case high magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity of this 

route, major and significant effects are predicted to be experienced by cyclists along 

sections of the route between Taynuilt and Connel. In general, there would be no change to 

views from more distant sections of the route across the Study Area, and where theoretical 

visibility does occur, effects would be not significant.  

 Cumulative Effects 
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6.8.256 An assessment of representative cumulative effects along the closest affected sections of this 

route is provided in the assessment of Viewpoint 2 (Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh) and 

Viewpoint 3 (C32 Road, near Dun-neil) earlier in Section 6.8. 

6.8.257 For sections of the route between Connel and Barranrioch, there is potential for cumulative 

effects to arise sequentially and in succession from relatively short sections of the route where 

the operational Barran Caltunn Wind Farm would also be theoretically visible at relatively 

close range. On the whole, the Proposed Development and the Barran Caltunn wind turbines 

would be viewed in different sectors of the view, given their locations either side of the 

receptor. This would generally reduce the association between the two developments, but the 

introduction of the Proposed Development would still result in a notable change to the 

cumulative baseline. A medium-low cumulative magnitude of change is predicted to arise 

along sections of the route where theoretical visibility of both the Proposed Development and 

Barran Caltunn is predicted.  

6.8.258 For sections of the route between Ledaig and Connel, there would be cumulative visibility of 

the Proposed Development with the operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm. As a result of the 

very limited influence of the Proposed Development, the potential for cumulative effects is 

considered to be negligible.  

6.8.259 The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be at worst moderate and not significant, but these effects would 

be localised in extent.  

6.8.260 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views from this route, 

and as a result no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.261 Night-time visualisations have not been produced from any locations along this road but based 

on the assessment of daytime effects and experience gathered from night-time site visits, 

there is potential for significant effects to occur along the closest sections of the route between 

Taynuilt and Connel. Along this section of the route, travellers would experience theoretical 

visibility of between 1-7 turbine lights from varying distances within a relatively dark setting 

with limited lighting from buildings or other structures. Given the close proximity of some 

stretches of the route, effects are likely to result in an at worst high magnitude of change 

under both the 2,000 cd and 200 cd scenarios respectively. As a result, effects experienced 

from distances of 5km or less relating to the Reduced Aviation Lighting Scheme are likely to 

be major and significant in the 2,000 cd and the 200 cd scenario. From the majority of the 

route, where theoretical visibility of turbine hubs is not predicted, there would be no change 

to views and effects would be not significant. 

 Ferry Routes 

 Baseline 

6.8.262 Ferry routes of most relevance to the LVIA are those that arrive and depart from the port of 

Oban, which include routes between Oban and the Isle of Mull, Isle of Lismore, and the islands 

of Barra, Coll, Tiree, and Colonsay. The closest sections of the routes to these locations tend 

to follow three different paths, either passing through the Sound of Mull, the Lynn of Lorn, and 

the Firth of Lorn.  

6.8.263 An assessment of the worst-case visual effects, including cumulative effects, of the Proposed 

Development on the ferry routes between Oban and Isle of Mull, Isle of Lismore, Coll, Tiree, 
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and Barra is provided in the assessments of Viewpoint 10 (Oban-Lismore Ferry) and 

Viewpoint 15 (Oban-Mull Ferry) earlier in Section 6.8. An assessment of the visual effects 

on passengers of the ferry between Oban and Colonsay is provided in this section.  

 Sensitivity 

6.8.264 The value of views from the ferry routes is medium-high. The routes pass through the 

nationally designated Lynn of Lorn NSA, and as such the surrounding landscape has a high 

value. The intervening landscape between the viewpoint and the Proposed Development is 

often subject to no local and/ or national landscape designation though, and as a result this 

moderates the value of some views from the route. Notwithstanding this slight fluctuation in 

the value of the available views, the expansive seascapes and mainland encompassing the 

Proposed Development contribute to a relatively scenic outlook that has a medium-high value.    

6.8.265 The susceptibility of ferry travellers to the Proposed Development would be medium-high. 

There is elevated seating available around the perimeter of the ferries, which allows travellers 

to experience panoramic views down and across the Sound of Mull, Firth of Lorn and Lynn of 

Lorn. Travellers are generally able to view in any direction, regardless of the direction of travel, 

and given the general absence of any intervening obstacles on the water, they are highly 

susceptible to wind farm development situated on the mainland and surrounding islands. 

Given the distance of portions of the routes from the mainland, and the Proposed 

Development, as well as the sheer breadth of the views available, this susceptibility is 

tempered to a degree. 

6.8.266 The combination of the value of the view and the susceptibility of viewers leads to an overall 

medium-high rating of sensitivity for ferry users respectively. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.267 In relation to the ferry route between Oban and Colonsay, theoretical visibility is predicted to 

occur from a minimum of around 12km from the Proposed Development, and due to the 

direction of the view and the alignment of the Proposed Development, it would occupy 

approximately 3° of the view. The Proposed Development would introduce a new discernible 

characteristic to the view, which is not currently evident due to the very limited visibility of 

existing developments, such as Barran Caltunn, Beinn Ghlas and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, 

within some of these views. As a result, the Proposed Development would result in a medium-

low to low magnitude of change on views at distances of between 12km and 20km. At greater 

distances from the Proposed Development, the magnitude of change to the views 

experienced by ferry users would reduce further.  

 Significance of the effect  

6.8.268 Based on the worst-case medium-low magnitude of change and the medium-high sensitivity 

of this route, moderate and significant effects are predicted to be experienced by travellers 

on the ferry for relatively short sections of the route to the north of Insh Island. Effects from all 

other parts of the route would be lower and not significant.  

 Cumulative Effects 

6.8.269 While there is some distant cumulative theoretical visibility predicted with the operational 

Barran Caltunn, Beinn Ghlas, and Carraig Gheal Wind Farms, this is generally limited to blade 

tips and/ or a small number of turbines, and as a result it is considered that the cumulative 

magnitude of change would be negligible. This is primarily due to the other wind farms being 
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relatively indiscernible in the view, such that there would be no association between the 

Proposed Development and the operational wind farms.  

6.8.270  The cumulative visual effect of the Proposed Development in an operational and consented 

scenario would therefore be minor and not significant. 

6.8.271 There are no consented or application developments within the wider views from this route, 

and as a result no change is predicted to the consented or application cumulative scenarios.  

 Night-time Effect 

6.8.272 Night-time visualisations have not been produced from any locations along ferry routes but 

based on the assessment of daytime effects and experience gathered from night-time site 

visits, there is potential for effects to occur along sections of the routes between Oban and 

Mull and Oban and Lismore at distances of over 7km from the Proposed Development, while 

effects of a lesser magnitude are predicted to occur on the route between Oban and Colonsay 

at distances greater than 12km. These effects would be limited in duration somewhat by the 

low number of evening sailings throughout the year that occur during hours of darkness. 

Nevertheless, along the routes between Oban and Mull and Oban and Lismore, travellers 

would experience theoretical visibility of between 1-7 turbine lights from varying distances 

within a dark setting with no lighting from buildings or other structures in the immediate 

surroundings. The Proposed Development would be viewed within a similar context to lighting 

associated with some coastal settlements, including Oban, though, and this would moderate 

effects slightly.  

6.8.273 Overall, it is predicted that the magnitude of change that would be experienced from the 

closest affected sections of the Oban and Mull and Oban and Lismore ferries would be at 

worst medium under the 2,000 cd and medium-low under the 200 cd scenario. As a result, 

effects on these two routes are likely to be major-moderate and significant in the 2,000 cd 

and moderate and not significant in the 200 cd scenario. From the ferry route between Oban 

and Colonsay, the magnitude of change would be low at worst, and consequently effects 

would be at worst moderate-minor and not significant.  

 Core Paths 

 Baseline 

6.8.274 The preliminary assessment identified that the following Core Paths have the potential to be 

significantly affected by the Proposed Development: C152, C160, C170, C171, C177, and 

C520. These Core Paths are all located within the local surroundings of the Proposed 

Development and their locations are illustrated in Figure 6.11b. 

 Sensitivity 

6.8.275 Core Paths are identified by local authorities to provide members of the public with reasonable 

access throughout their area, and as a result they are of medium value.  

6.8.276 Users of the Core Paths will have an appreciation of the surrounding landscape and its 

contribution to views that can be experienced from the routes. While the existing influence of 

wind turbines on the local landscape is sometimes relatively weak, there are some wind 

energy developments visible in the local landscape which on occasion slightly moderates the 

users’ susceptibility to change. Overall, the susceptibility to change of Core Path users is 

therefore considered to be medium to high.   
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6.8.277 In combining the medium value with the medium-high user susceptibility, the sensitivity of 

users of Core Paths is considered to be medium to high. 

 Magnitude of change  

6.8.278 The C152 (Oban to Appin) Core Path follows much of the same route as the Caledonian 

Way. A detailed assessment of effects upon recreational users of the Caledonian Way is 

provided earlier in Section 6.8, and for the sake of conciseness the analysis is not repeated 

again in this section. Additionally, the Core Path also connects Oban and Barranrioch, but 

where theoretical visibility is predicted the magnitude of change would be similar, and no 

greater, than that experienced on the nearby sections of the Caledonian Way.   

6.8.279 The C160 (Taynuilt to Oban) Core Path follows the same route as the Caledonian Way. A 

detailed assessment of effects upon recreational users of the Caledonian Way is provided 

earlier in Section 6.8, and for the sake of conciseness the analysis is not repeated again in 

this section. 

6.8.280 The C170 (Oban Rare Breeds Park to Kilmore) Core Path follows a single-track road 

between the Oban Rare Breeds Park to the village of Kilmore, which passes around the south-

western shoreline of Loch Nell. There is no dedicated car park to facilitate access to this walk. 

There is theoretical visibility of varying portions of the Proposed Development along the entire 

route of the Core Path, with theoretical visibility of all of the turbines to blade tip to the north 

of the route, and one to four turbines to the south of the route around Kilmore. From most of 

the route, only a very small portion of the turbines would be theoretically visible to hub height, 

which will reduce the vertical scale of the wind turbines, but at the northern extremities of the 

route there would be theoretical visibility of up to 10-12 hubs at a distance of just over 2km 

from the Proposed Development.  As a result, the magnitude of change would vary from 

negligible to low along southern sections of the route and increase to high along the most 

northern section, which would result in an at worst major and significant effect.   

6.8.281 The C171 (Kilmore – Loch Nant – Kilchrenan) Core Path follows the minor road through 

Glen Feochan from Kilmore to Kilchrenan. There is no dedicated car park to facilitate access 

to this walk. Theoretical visibility is generally contained to a 3km section of the 7km route, 

which passes through the end of Glen Feochan. An assessment of effects on part of this 

affected section of the route is provided in relation to Viewpoint 1 (Dun Laidan, Fort) earlier 

in Section 6.8, where a medium magnitude of change is predicted, and this analysis is not 

repeated here for conciseness. Further east on the route between Dun Ladain and Musdale, 

theoretical visibility would increase slightly at distances of around 2km from the Proposed 

Development, such that the magnitude of change would increase to high. As a result, an at 

worst major and significant effect is predicted to occur along part of the route, but where no 

theoretical visibility is predicted to occur along over half of the route, there would be no change 

to the view.  

6.8.282 The C177 (Black Lochs, Kilvaree, Connel) Core Path connects Connel to Ardconnel via 

Black Lochs on a mixture of minor roads and tracks. There is no dedicated car park to facilitate 

access to this walk. Theoretical visibility of varying levels is predicted across a large proportion 

of the route, with the greatest potential for effects arising along parts of the route near 

Ardconnel, where between 10-12 turbines would be theoretically visible to blade tip height at 

distances of around 5km from the Proposed Development. A high magnitude of change is 

predicted to arise on the section near Ardconnel where views of the Proposed Development 

can be experienced. Theoretical visibility of fewer turbines is predicted along other potentially 

affected sections at varying distances of between 4-6km, and this is likely to result in a 

reduced magnitude of change of low from sections around Kilvaree. As a result, an at worst 
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major and significant effect is predicted to occur along part of the route near Ardconnel, but 

this would reduce to moderate-minor and not significant along other affected sections of 

the route. Where no theoretical visibility is predicted along parts of the route, there would be 

no change to the view.  

6.8.283 The C520 (Loch Nell to Glencruitten, Oban) Core Path connects Glencruitten, east of 

Oban, to the northern shore of Loch Nell via approximately 3km of forestry and farm tracks. 

Theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development is predicted along much of the route, but 

in reality, there would be no visibility experienced by walkers through the 2km section of the 

track through Glencruitten Forest due to its enclosure. There would be theoretical visibility of 

up to 12 turbines from the section of the route to the south-east of the forest, including hubs 

and blades, at distances of between 2-3km, and as a result a high magnitude of change is 

predicted to occur along this 1km section of the route. Overall, a major and significant effect 

would occur along the southern section of the Core Path outwith Glencruitten Forest, and 

there would be no change to views along the remainder of the route.  

 Significance of the effect  

6.8.284 In summary, while the Proposed Development would have a varied influence on views 

experienced on different sections of the Core Paths included in the detailed assessment, a 

significant effect is predicted to occur across part of the following Core Paths: C152, C160, 

C170, C171, C177, and C520.  

6.9 Summary of Effects 

6.9.1 The potential effects on the landscape and visual receptors that would arise as a result of the 

Proposed Development have been assessed in this chapter. The process taken involved 

identifying those receptors within the 45km Study Area with the potential to be significantly 

affected. The significance of these effects has been assessed through combining the 

sensitivity of each receptor with a prediction of the magnitude of change that would occur as 

a result of the Proposed Development. The findings of the assessment are presented in Table 

6.16 below.  

6.9.2 In summary, the assessment has shown that the effects of the Proposed Development on the 

landscape and visual resource of the great majority of the Study Area are likely to be not 

significant, which means that for the great majority of the Study Area, and the receptors that 

lie within it, the effect of the Proposed Development is not defining and the existing, baseline 

characteristics of the landscape and views will continue to prevail. The receptors that would 

not be significantly affected by the Proposed Development in isolation include the following: 

• SLQs of the National Parks and National Scenic Areas; 

• Wild Land Areas;  

• railway lines; and  

• the great majority of the landscape character types that are found within the Study 

Area.  

6.9.3 While the effect on the majority of the Study Area will be not significant (including nationally 

designated landscapes), as described above, the LVIA has indicated that there is potential for 

the Proposed Development to result in some significant effects on receptors that lie in closer 

proximity to the Site. The LVIA has identified that there is potential for significant effects to 

arise upon the following receptors: 
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• the landscape character of the Site and some of its surroundings, including the 

closest parts of the Craggy Upland and Craggy Upland with Settled Glens LCTs;    

• a single Likely Special Quality associated with the North West Argyll (Coast) LLA 

relating to “…the diversity of form and islands, sea and coast”, but not upon the LLA’s 

overall integrity; 

• views experienced by residents from parts of the local settlements of Kilmore and 

Oban; 

• views experienced by road users along some short sections of the A816 road;  

• views experienced by cyclists and walkers along some of the closest sections of the 

Caledonian Way;  

• views experienced by residents and visitors from Tralee Beach; 

• views experienced by hill walkers from the summit of Ben Cruachan; 

• views experienced by residents and visitors from elevated locations on the eastern 

coastline of the Isle of Lismore; 

• views experienced by ferry users on some short sections of the route between Oban 

and Colonsay;  

• views experienced by visitors to Duart Castle on the Isle of Mull; and 

• views experienced by recreational users of sections of the following Core Paths: 

C152, C160, C170, C171, C177, and C520. 

6.9.4 In addition to these effects arising as a result of the Proposed Development in isolation, there 

are also likely to be some cumulative effects associated with the Proposed Development, but 

cumulative effects on all receptors assessed in the LVIA would be not significant.  

6.9.5 This summary indicates that the Proposed Development will result in some localised 

significant effects on aspects of the landscape and visual resource. It is important to note, 

however, that assessments of this type tend to focus on those locations and receptors where 

significant effects may arise, and there are large parts of the 45km Study Area where ZTVs 

show that there will be no visibility, or limited visibility, of the Proposed Development, including 

those receptors that are listed above. 

Table 6.16 Summary of Effects  

Receptor Significant effect? 

Rough Grassland no 

LCT 2 High Tops / Ben Cruachan unit no 

LCT 2 High Tops / Beinn Bhreac unit no 

LCT 7 Craggy Upland / NW Loch Awe unit yes (localised) 

LCT 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Glen Lonan unit yes (localised) 

LCT 7a Craggy Upland with Settled Glens / Loch Scammadale unit no 

LCT 7b Craggy Coast & Islands / Oban-Melfort unit yes (localised) 

LCT 18 Lowland Ridges & Moss / Moss of Achnacree unit no 

LCT 20 Rocky Mosaic / Ardchatten unit no 

Lynn of Lorn NSA no 

Ben Nevis and Glen Coe NSA no 
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North West Argyll (Coast) LLA yes (localised) 

Knapdale / Melfort LLA yes (localised) 

North Argyll LLA no 

Viewpoint 1: Dun Ladain, Fort yes 

Viewpoint 2: Glen Lonan, near Clachadubh yes 

Viewpoint 3: C32 Road, near Dun-neil yes  

Viewpoint 4: A816 Kilmore 
yes (residents)/ no (road 

users) 

Viewpoint 5: Pulpit Hill, Oban yes 

Viewpoint 6: A816, near Knipoch Hotel yes 

Viewpoint 8: Blackcrofts, by North Connell Hall no 

Viewpoint 10: Oban-Lismore Ferry no 

Viewpoint 11: Tralee Beach, Ardmucknish Bay yes 

Viewpoint 12: Barr Liath no 

Viewpoint 13: Ben Cruachan yes 

Viewpoint 14: Kilcheran, Lismore yes 

Viewpoint 15: Oban-Mull Ferry yes  

Viewpoint 16: Duart Castle, Isle of Mull yes 

Kilmore yes (localised) 

Oban yes (localised) 

Connel no 

North Connel, Black Crofts, and Achnacairn no 

A85 no 

A828 (inc. Argyll Coastal Route) no 

A816 yes (localised) 

Caledonian Way (inc. NCR 78) yes (localised) 

Ferry Routes yes (localised) 

Core Paths 

yes (localised along sections 

of C152, C160, C170, C171, 

C177, and C520) 

 

 


