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7 Cultural Heritage 

List of Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Description 

ADBA Archaeological Desk-based Assessment 

aOD above Ordnance Datum 

BESS Battery Energy Storage System  

CA Conservation Area 

CEMP Construction Environment Management 

Plan 

GDL Garden and Designed Landscape 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HER Historic Environment Record 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

km Kilometres  

LB Listed Building 

LVIA Landscape Visual Impact Assessment  

m Metre 

SM Scheduled Monument 

SA Settings Assessment  

WoSAS West of Scotland Archaeological Advisory 
Service 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

7.1 Introduction   

7.1.1 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) identifies the potential 

effects on Cultural Heritage associated with the construction, operation and decommissioning 

of the Proposed Development, as defined in Chapter 4 ‘Description of Development’.  

7.1.2 This chapter is supported by the following Technical Appendices:  

• Technical Appendix 7.1: Archaeological Desk-based Assessment;  

• Technical Appendix 7.2: Settings Assessment; and   

• Technical Appendix 7.3: Cultural Heritage Visualisations. 

7.2 Legislation, Policy and Guidance  

7.2.1 Key legislation, policy and guidance that specifically relate to Cultural Heritage are identified 

and briefly described below. Further detail is provided within the supporting Technical 

Appendices.  

• UK Parliament Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 19791; 

 
 
1 UK Parliament (1979). Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46
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• Uk Parliament Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 

19972; 

• The Historic Environment Scotland Act 20143; 

• National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) 20234; 

• Planning Advice Note 2/2011 ‘Planning and Archaeology’ 20115; 

• Argyll and Bute Council Local Development Plan 2 20246; 

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Setting (Historic Environment 

Scotland 20167; 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Handbook ‘Guidance for competent authorities, 

consultation bodies, and others involved in the Environmental Impact Assessment 

process in Scotland’ (‘the 2018 EIA Handbook’) (Scottish Natural Heritage and 

Historic Environment Scotland 2018)8; and 

• Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS) 2019 (Historic Environment Scotland 

2019)9. 

7.3 Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria  

 Study Areas  

7.3.1 Two study areas were used for the assessment in this chapter. 

7.3.2 An Inner Study Area was established that included the Site, defined as all land within the red 

line boundary.  This comprises the Wind Farm Area (that part of the Site where the wind 

turbines are proposed) and a 1km area around it, as well as the Fearnoch Forest Access Area 

(that part of the Site forming the access tracks through Fearnoch Forest). The Inner Study 

Area has been established for the identification of heritage assets that could receive direct or 

indirect impacts arising from construction (and decommissioning) activities and to inform on 

 
 
2 UK Parliament (1997). 'Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997’. 
Available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents  
3 UK Parliament (2014) 'Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014’. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/19/contents/enacted 
4 Scottish Government (2023) 'National Planning Framework 4’. Available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/ 
5 Scottish Government (2023) 'National Planning Framework 4’. Available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/ 
6 Argyll and Bute Council (2024). Argyll and Bute Council Local Development Plan 2. Available at: 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan-2  
7 Historic Environment Scotland (2016) 'Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Setting’. 
Available at: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549 
8 Scottish Natural Heritage and Historic Environment Scotland (2018) 'Environmental Impact 
Assessment Handbook: Guidance for competent authorities, consultation bodies, and others involved 
in the Environmental Impact Assessment process in Scotland’. Available at: 
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0   
9 Historic Environment Scotland (2019) 'Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS)’. Available 
at: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/historic-
environment-policy-for-scotland-heps/ 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/19/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan-2
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/historic-environment-policy-for-scotland-heps/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/historic-environment-policy-for-scotland-heps/
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the potential that buried or otherwise unknown archaeological remains could survive within 

the Site and so have the potential to receive impacts.  

7.3.3 A second study area was established 10 kilometres (km) from the Inner Study Area, referred 

to as the Outer Study Area. The Outer Study Area was used to identify heritage assets that 

may receive a settings impact as a result of the construction and operation of the Proposed 

Development. The selection of heritage assets within the Outer Study Area that may receive 

a potential settings effect was supported by a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) assessment.  

7.3.4 The Inner Study Area and Outer Study Area are illustrated in Figures 7.1-7.15 and presented 

in the Settings Assessment (SA) (Technical Appendix 7.2).  

7.3.5 The SA did consider the potential for significant effects on the settings of selected heritage 

assets beyond the Outer Study Area, in line with responses received from Historic 

Environment Scotland (HES) to the Scoping Report. HES considered that an initial 

assessment against a  ZTV should be undertaken, to include heritage assets at a greater 

range than the 10km Outer Study Area proposed at Scoping. The SA presents a brief 

assessment, and considers a number of different asset types (Listed Buildings, Scheduled 

Monuments etc.) at ranges of up to 20km from the outermost turbines of the Proposed 

Development. 

7.3.6 No significant effects were identified in that assessment beyond 10 km, and so the 10 km 

Outer Study Area is considered to be appropriate, and more detailed consideration has been 

given to heritage assets within that range. 

7.3.7 Note that where distances are given in this chapter, they are always recorded from the nearest 

proposed wind turbine, unless otherwise stated. 

 Desk Study  

7.3.8 This chapter is supported by the preparation of two desk studies, an Archaeological Desk-

based Assessment (ADBA) (Technical Appendix 7.1) and the SA (Technical Appendix 

7.2).  

 Field Study  

7.3.9 To accompany the ADBA, a site visit was conducted on the 4th and 5th of September 2024 in 

order to verify the written records, assess the character of the Site and to note any 

archaeological assets not previously identified. The visit covered the access and delivery 

route via the Fearnoch Forest Access Area, the access to the eastern part of the Wind Farm 

Area from Glen Lonan, as well as the Wind Farm Area itself. 

7.3.10 Visits to select designated heritage assets outside of the Site were also conducted in March 

2024 and in September 2024 to support the preparation of the SA and to identify those assets 

where there may be a setting impact.  

7.3.11 Where relevant, details and selected photographs, are provided within each of the technical 

appendices (Technical Appendix 7.1 and Technical Appendix 7.2).  

Predicting effects 

7.3.12 The assessment methodology for cultural heritage is consistent with that provided in the 

Scoping Report, with the exception of the matrix for establishing the significance of an effect 

via the ‘Level of Effect’ Table presented at Table 7.3 below. The matrix defines the expected 

level of significance of an effect, by correlating the expected magnitude of an impact against 
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the sensitivity of a receptor. The matrix presented here uses a different scale in respect of 

magnitude of impact (five levels, rather than four as proposed in the Scoping Report) in order 

to allow a more refined expression of the level of significance of an assessed effect. 

7.3.13 In general, the sensitivity of an asset can be categorised as Very High, High, Medium, Low or 

Negligible. This is also correlated with designation status, in part as designation implies a 

degree of cultural significance which is sensitive to change.   

7.3.14 As per HES guidance, cultural significance “means the aesthetic, historic, scientific or social 

value for past, present or future generations. Cultural significance can be embodied in a place 

itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related 

objects”. 

7.3.15 Table 7.1 sets out the differences between these categories.  

Table 7.1 Receptor sensitivity  

Receptor  

sensitivity 

Designation status/Receptor type 

Very High 

World Heritage Sites and non-designated heritage assets of 

equivalent heritage significance of international importance and 

directly associated with a World Heritage Site. 

High 

Scheduled Monuments, Category A Listed Buildings (LB), Inventory 

Battlefields, Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes, and non-

designated assets of equivalent heritage significance that are 

considered to be potentially nationally important. 

Medium 

Category B and C LB regionally important archaeological features 

and areas. Conservation Areas, which are considered regionally 

important. 

Low 
Sites and features of local importance. Other, non-designated 

features of cultural heritage significance. 

Negligible 
Badly preserved; damaged or very common archaeological features; 

buildings of little or no value at local or other scale. 

7.3.16 Magnitude of impact is determined through professional judgement and is based on the 

change that the Proposed Development would have upon the resource/receptor. 

Consideration is given to scale, duration of impact/effect (e.g. for construction, short-term for 

1-2 years, medium-term for 3-5 years, long-term for 5 years and greater, and permanent, 

dependent upon project timeframes) and physical extent and height of the Proposed 

Development with reference to the definitions in Table 7.2 below. 

Table 7.2 Magnitude of impact  

Magnitude Description 

Very High 

Adverse 

Total loss or major alteration to a heritage asset (e.g. destruction of 

archaeological feature, demolition of a building). 

 

Fundamental change in setting and/or disassociation of a heritage 

asset from its setting, such as by blocking or severance of key 

views so as to cause wholesale reduction in the contribution that 

setting makes to the heritage significance of that asset, and hence 

a significant loss of the asset’s overall heritage significance.  
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Magnitude Description 

 

Beneficial  

Extensive scale or fundamental improvement to a site, building or 

other feature.  

 

Fundamental beneficial change in setting (e.g., above historic 

skylines or in designed vistas) of a heritage asset, which may lead to 

a major improvement in the contribution the setting makes to the 

cultural significance of the heritage asset. Major improvement in the 

ability to experience or appreciate the cultural significance of an 

asset. 

High 

Adverse 

Major physical damage to or significant alteration to site, building or 

other feature. 

Extensive change (e.g. loss of dominance, intrusion on a key view 

or sightline) to the setting of a site, building or other feature, which 

may lead to a major reduction in the contribution of that setting to 

the cultural significance of the heritage asset itself, and hence a 

loss of overall cultural significance for that asset. 

 

Beneficial  

Large scale or major improvement to a site, building or other 

feature.  

Major beneficial change in setting (e.g., above historic skylines or in 

designed vistas) of a heritage asset, which may lead to a major 

improvement in the contribution the setting makes to the cultural 

significance of the heritage asset. Major improvement in the ability to 

experience or appreciate the cultural significance of an asset. 

Medium 

Adverse 

Moderate damage or alteration to a site, building or other feature.  

Moderate change in setting (e.g. intrusion on designed sightlines 

and vistas) to a site, building or other feature, which may lead to a 

moderate reduction in the contribution of that setting to the cultural 

significance of the heritage asset, and hence a reduction in the 

assets overall cultural significance 

 

Beneficial  

Moderate improvement to a site, building or other feature.  

A moderate beneficial change in setting (e.g., above historic skylines 

or in designed vistas) of a site, building or other feature, which may 

lead to a small improvement in the contribution the setting makes to 

the cultural significance of the heritage asset. some improvement in 

the ability to experience or appreciate the cultural significance of an 

asset. 

Low 

Adverse 

Minor damage to a site, building or other feature.  

Minor change in setting (e.g., above historic skylines or in designed 

vistas) of Monuments, Listed Buildings, sites and other features, 
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Magnitude Description 

which may lead to a small reduction in the contribution the setting 

makes to the cultural significance of the heritage asset, and limited 

loss of cultural significance. Limited change in or reduction of the 

ability to experience or appreciate the cultural significance of an 

asset. 

 

Beneficial  

Minor improvements to a site, building or other feature.  

Minor beneficial change in setting (e.g., above historic skylines or in 

designed vistas) of a site, building or other feature, which may lead 

to a small improvement in the contribution the setting makes to the 

cultural significance of the heritage asset. Minor improvement in the 

ability to experience or appreciate the cultural significance of an 

asset. 

Negligible 

Limited to no physical effect to a site, building or other feature 

(either adverse or beneficial). 

 

Slight or no change in setting (either adverse or beneficial), with no 

or very limited change in the contribution that setting makes to the 

cultural significance of the asset. No or minimal change in the ability 

to experience or appreciate the cultural significance of the asset. 

7.3.17 As presented in Appendix 1 of the 2018 EIA Handbook10, the different types of impact are 

generally defined as follows:  

• Direct physical impacts: these occur where the physical fabric of the asset is 

removed or damaged as a direct result of the proposal, e.g. removal of archaeological 

remains as a result of excavation or ground disturbance. Such impacts will generally 

result from the construction phase and will be permanent. 

• Indirect physical impacts: these occur where the fabric is lost or preserved as a 

result of the proposal even though the asset does not lie within the redline 

boundary/footprint of the proposal. Examples include damage to walls as a result of 

vibration and the degradation of waterlogged deposits as a result of dewatering. Such 

impacts may result at any stage of development and are likely to be permanent. 

• Setting impacts: these are generally direct and result from the proposal causing 

change within the setting of a heritage asset that affects its cultural significance or the 

way in which it is understood, appreciated and experienced. Such impacts are 

generally, but not exclusively, visual, occurring directly as a result of the appearance 

of the proposal in the surroundings of the asset. However, they may relate to other 

senses or factors, such as noise and air pollution, or historical relationships that do 

not relate entirely to intervisibility, such as historic patterns of land use and related 

 
 
10 Scottish Natural Heritage and Historic Environment Scotland (2018) 'Environmental Impact 
Assessment Handbook: Guidance for competent authorities, consultation bodies, and others involved 
in the Environmental Impact Assessment process in Scotland’. Available at: 
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=6ed33b65-9df1-4a2f-acbb-a8e800a592c0


Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report  
 
 

7-7 

 

 

historic features. Also, setting impacts may occur indirectly, e.g. as a result in 

changes in traffic. Such impacts may occur at any stage of a proposal’s lifespan and 

may be permanent, reversible or temporary.  

• Cumulative impacts: cumulative impacts can relate to the physical fabric or setting 

of assets. They may arise as a result of impact interactions, either of different impacts 

of the proposal itself or between the impacts of other projects, or additive impacts 

resulting from incremental changes caused by the proposal together with other 

projects already in the planning and consenting system. 

7.3.18 The predicted level of effect is based upon the consideration of the magnitude of impact and 

sensitivity of the resource/receptor to come to a professional judgement of how important this 

effect is, using the matrix presented in Table 7.3 below.  

Table 7.3 Level of effect 

Receptor 

Sensitivity 

 

Magnitude of Impact 

Very High High Medium Low Negligible 

Very High Major Major Moderate Minor Negligible 

High Major Major Moderate Minor Negligible 

Medium Moderate Moderate Moderate Minor Negligible 

Low Minor Minor Minor Negligible Negligible 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

7.3.19 Major and Moderate effects are considered to be significant in the context of the EIA 

Regulations, while Minor and Negligible are considered not significant. 

7.3.20 Effects can be temporary or permanent, short or long term and in some cases, but not all, 

reversible. For example, archaeological remains, once removed, cannot be reinstated. 

7.3.21 All effects identified can either be classified as beneficial or adverse. The EIA must give 

appropriate weight to both types of effects. 

7.3.22 The assessment in this chapter has taken an approach in which the designation status 

(sensitivity) of a cultural heritage asset is set against the magnitude of the impact of the 

Proposed Development. For the purposes of assessing effects upon setting, distance to the 

Proposed Development is considered a determinant in the degree of magnitude of any change 

that might be caused. Simple intervisibility with turbines is not necessarily considered to be 

harmful, unless this negatively affects the setting so as to diminish its contribution to the 

understanding, appreciation or experience of the asset. Where appropriate, consideration has 

been given to the effect that turbines would have on the settings of historical assets in views 

towards the asset which include the Proposed Development, as well as in views towards the 

Proposed Development from the asset.  

7.3.23 It is also important to consider that forestry and woodlands, as well as buildings, can provide 

visual screening to cultural heritage assets. However, it is noted that in managed forests the 

level of screening will change, and views may be opened up over time, which previously did 

not exist. 

7.3.24 The ZTV used in this assessment is that produced for the Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) (see Chapter 6 ‘Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ of this EIA 

Report, and Figures 6.7 and 6.8). It is based on a bare-earth digital terrain model and does 
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not allow for screening afforded by settlements, structures and vegetation such as shelter 

belts and plantations.   

7.3.25 Cumulative Effects 

7.3.26 A cumulative effect is considered to be an additional effect on cultural heritage resources 

arising from the Proposed Development in combination with other existing, consented, or in-

planning developments (excluding Scoping schemes) likely to affect the settings of cultural 

heritage assets. Consideration of potential cumulative effects is presented in Section 7.7. 

7.3.27 Note on Visualisations 

7.3.28 Use has been made of formal photomontages produced as part of the LVIA. These are 

referenced in the assessment text within this chapter. The method used in their production is 

set out in Chapter 6 ‘Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’.  

7.3.29 Additional visualisations are presented with this chapter to illustrate theoretical visibility at 

specific heritage assets. These include a mixture of wirelines, prepared against the same 

terrain model used in the landscape and visual assessment, as well as specific montages. 

The location for these has been selected based on consultation responses received at 

scoping and in subsequent correspondence with HES. They are presented in Technical 

Appendix 7.3. 

7.3.30 Note that the digital terrain model used for the wireframes (as with the ZTV) presents a worst-

case scenario and does not model any screening, such as settlements, structures and 

vegetation such as shelter belts and plantations 

7.4 Consultation 

7.4.1 The Scoping Report was submitted to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) in June 2023, who 

then circulated the report to relevant consultees. A Scoping Opinion was received on 21st 

September 2023, which includes a response from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) dated 

4 August 2023. No formal response from the West of Scotland Archaeological Advisory 

Service (WoSAS) was received. Relevant comments are provided below in Table 7.4.  

Table 7.4 Consultation Summary  

Consultee Date of 
correspondence 

Issue raised How and where 
addressed in EIA Report 

HES 04/08/2023 
Scoping 
Response 

HES confirmed that they 
were content with the 
general methodology 
presented at scoping.  
 
HES raised concerns in 
scoping that the 
development has the 
potential to adversely 
affect numerous heritage 
assets (designated and 
non-designated) that form 
part of prehistoric 
landscape in Glen Lonan, 
around Strontoiller, Loch 
Neill and the surrounding 
area.  They requested the 
production of 

The EIA Report has 
considered the effects of 
the Proposed 
Development upon the 
setting of heritage assets 
in line with current policy 
and guidance and is 
supported by a ZTV and  
specific visualisations for 
key assets, which have 
been referred to within this 
chapter where 
appropriate.  
 
The EIAR is also 
accompanied by a SA 
presented as Technical 
Appendix 7.2 in which the 
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Consultee Date of 
correspondence 

Issue raised How and where 
addressed in EIA Report 

visualisations and a ZTV 
to assist them in 
determining where the key 
sensitivities were likely to 
occur. 
 
HES also raised concerns 
regarding the following 
Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes (GDLs): 
 

• GDL00376 Torosay 

Castle; 

• GDL00019 

Ardchattan Priory; 

and 

• GDL00007 

Achnacloich. 

 

The Following Category A 

LBs were also raised as 

of concern: 

 

• LB4717 Lochnell 

Observatory;  

• LB4716 Lochnell 

House 

• LB4719 Barcaldine 

Castle; 

• LB12360 Lismore 

Lighthouse; 

• LB17974 Duart 

Castle; 

• LB17975 Torosay 

Castle; and 

• LB17929 Torosay 

Castle, statues. 

 
HES also questioned the 
appropriateness of the 10 
km Outer Study Area 
proposed at Scoping, and 
recommended that an 
initial assessment against 
the ZTV be undertaken. 
 

selection criteria for 
assessment has been 
clearly detailed, and 
justification for which 
assets are included/not 
included for detailed 
assessment has been set 
out in line with current 
good practice and relevant 
technical guidance. This 
presents an initial 
assessment against the 
ZTV of a range of heritage 
assets at varying 
distances (up to 
approximately 20km). 
Following this exercise it 
was considered that the 
originally proposed Outer 
Study Area is appropriate, 
as no potential significant 
effects were found that 
required detailed 
assessment beyond 10 
km. 
A preliminary package of 
visualisations were 
provided to HES in 
response to its initial 
comments. 

HES 11/12/23 
and  
25/03/204 

Following review of the 
initial visualisations HES 
responded seeking 
clarifications on actual 

Although HES stated that 
they had no concern 
regarding the GDLs and 
Category A LBs raised in 
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Consultee Date of 
correspondence 

Issue raised How and where 
addressed in EIA Report 

locations for some specific 
viewpoints and setting out 
visualisations they wished 
to see. It was agreed by 
HES (in their response of 
11/12/23) that concerns 
previously raised with 
Category A LBs and GDLs 
had been adequately 
addressed, and as a result 
HES no longer had 
concerns in this regards. 
 
Specific concerns were 
raised in relation to 
potential significant effects 
on three Scheduled 
Monuments in Glen 
Lonan, namely SM3190 
An Dun, SM3830 
Barguilean Farn Dun and 
SM4002 Clachadow Dun. 
Refinements in proposed 
visualisations were sought 
in HES’s letter of  25/03/24 

their initial scoping 
response, the SA has 
taken these into account 
for completeness. This 
EIAR chapter is 
accompanied by 
visualisations (including 
montages) and a ZTV. The 
three named Scheduled 
Monuments of specific 
concern are assessed 
within this chapter.  
A package of 18 
visualisations has been 
produced to accompany 
this EIA Report, taking into 
account HES’s comments; 
these are provided in 
Technical Appendix 7.3 
 
The Proposed 
Development design has 
taken HES’s comments 
(both those received at 
Scoping and 
subsequently) into 
account in the revised 
layout assessed here. 
This layout has seen the 
deletion of six of the 
turbines shown on the 
Scoping layout, and the 
repositioning of others. 
Section 7.7 below sets out 
how the design has 
responded to specific 
heritage concerns. 
 
Turbines T1, T3, T7 and 
T9 on the north-eastern 
side of the Proposed 
Development have all 
been deleted to reduce the 
potential for effects on 
heritage assets within 
Glen Lonan (especially 
those between and around 
Clachadow and 
Glenamachrie).  
 
The deletion of turbines 
T7, T9, T15 and T17, and 
the moving of T6 and T18 
further to the south-east all 
serves to reduce the 
presence of the turbines in 
views from the west, so 
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Consultee Date of 
correspondence 

Issue raised How and where 
addressed in EIA Report 

that they are more 
associated with the 
uplands rather than 
encroach on the upper 
slopes of Corr Chnoc, 
above Loch Nell. 
 

WoSAS Telephone 
conversation on 
application for 
HER data in April 
2024 

WoSAS suggested that 
potentially nationally 
important but non-
designated assets would 
require consideration, and 
that these should be 
considered out to a greater 
range than was proposed 
in Scoping (initially 5km). 

Potentially nationally 
important non-designated 
assets have been 
assessed where there is a 
potential likely significant 
effect as appropriate 
within the SA in Technical 
Appendix 7.2. Assets 
selected for detailed 
assessment are included 
with this chapter. Only one 
such heritage asset has 
been identified, the 
remains of the An 
Coinneachan chapel to 
the south-east of Torinturk 
Farm (WoSAS PIN 1355). 
This is assessed in 
Section 7.7 below. 

WoSAS As above WoSAS required 
consideration of the 
potential that 
known/unknown 
archaeological remains 
with the development 
boundary might be 
impacted. 

The EIA Report is 
accompanied by an ADBA 
(Technical Appendix 7.1) 
that considers the 
archaeological potential 
within the Proposed 
Development boundary. A 
walkover survey has also 
been conducted over the 
Site to identify any 
potential features of 
cultural heritage interest.  
 
Mitigation proposals are 
presented within this 
chapter where a potential 
effect has been identified 
on archaeological remains 
(Section 7.8) 

7.5 Assumptions and Limitations 

7.5.1 Data used to compile this chapter consists of information derived from a variety of sources, 

only some of which have been directly examined for the purposes of this study. The 

assumption is made that this data, as well as that derived from other secondary sources, is 

reasonably accurate.  

7.5.2 The Historic Environment Record (HER) is not a complete inventory of all surviving heritage 

assets but rather a record of discovered archaeological and historical components of the 
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historic environment. The information it contains is incomplete and does not rule out the 

possibility of discovering additional unknown elements in the future. 

7.6 Baseline conditions 

 Current Baseline 

 Site  

7.6.1 The Site encompasses a knolly area within the Craggy Uplands, characterised by burns 

cutting through the undulating terrain of rolling hills. The elevation varies between 140m and 

280m above ordnance datum (aOD). 

7.6.2 The Site lies within the Lorn Plateau Volcanic Formation, composed primarily of andesite and 

basalt. This igneous bedrock was formed between 423.6 and 393.3 million years ago, during 

the Silurian and Devonian periods. Additionally, the area contains strata from the North Britain 

Siluro-Devonian Calc-alkaline Dyke Suite, consisting of microdiorite and appinitic dioritic rock, 

formed between 443.8 and 358.9 million years ago. In the valley to the north of the Wind Farm 

Area, Glen Lonan, this bedrock is overlain by superficial deposits of alluvium, consisting of 

clay, silt, sand, and gravel, which were deposited between 11.8 thousand years ago and the 

present, during the Quaternary period.  

7.6.3 The Site’s immediately underlying geology is primarily comprised of shallow peaty soils with 

areas of connected shallow blanket bog and occasional deeper pockets of peat, exceeding 

2.8 metres(m) in depth.  

7.6.4 The Wind Farm Area (where the wind turbines and associated structures will be located) is 

used for upland unimproved grazing. The Fearnoch Forest Access Area, to the north of Glen 

Lonan is characterised by commercial forestry plantation. 

7.6.5 The Wind Farm Area is bounded to the north by Glen Lonan, and to the west the land falls off 

towards Loch Nell and Kilmore, and to the south Glen Feochan. 

 Archaeological Background 

7.6.6 The archaeological background for the Site is set out in the ADBA provided as Technical 

Appendix 7.1. It is not proposed to repeat that information here. 

7.6.7 It is noted that the Site lies within an area rich in archaeological remains of all periods. These 

are mainly located on lower ground within the valleys to the north and west of the Site and 

relate to settlement, agriculture, ritual and funerary activities from at least the Neolithic period 

onwards. 

7.6.8 The upland areas (including that within the Site itself) contain relatively limited traces of 

historic activity, these mainly relating to use of the uplands for grazing (rather than direct 

settlement). Evidence of historic or archaeological activity within the Site is limited to stone 

walls from the Nineteenth Century as well as traces of a possible sheiling, which may be 

earlier in origin. 

 Inner Study Area 

 Designated Heritage Assets 

7.6.9 Only one designated asset lies within the Site (i.e., within the redline boundary). This is the 

Scheduled Monument known as Glenamachrie, cairns 850m ESE (SM 4121). The Scheduled 
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Monument comprises traces of prehistoric cairns and an area around them where associated 

evidence may survive. The cairns have previously been damaged by forestry activity, and lie 

in an area where traces of (later) rig farming can be seen. It is located immediately to the north 

of the minor road through Glen Lonan, and adjacent to the proposed access track in the 

Fearnoch Forest Access Area (Figure 7.9). No above ground remains were apparent in the 

area of the Scheduled Monument during the on-site inspection in September 2024. 

 Non-Designated Heritage Assets 

7.6.10 Only one non-designated heritage asset is recorded within the Site boundary. This consists 

of traces of a possible sheiling (WoSASPIN 14717) on the northern flank of Corr Chnoc just 

within the northern boundary of the Site (Figure 7.8). 

7.6.11 Stone walls, as shown on the 1:25,000 OS base mapping, survive within the Site on the 

alignments indicated.  These relate to land division in the Nineteenth Century and onwards.  

 Outer Study Area 

7.6.12 Designated heritage assets within the Outer Study Area comprise:  

• 109 Scheduled Monuments (66 within the ZTV); 

• Four Category A Listed Buildings (three within the ZTV); 

• 76 Category B Listed Buildings (17 within the ZTV); 

• 72 Category C Listed Buildings (eight within the ZTV); 

• Argyll and Bute’s Bonawe Furnace Conservation Area; and  

• Two Designed Gardens and Landscapes (both within the ZTV). 

7.6.13 There are no World Heritage Sites or Battlefields within the study areas.  

7.6.14 After undertaking the initial SA (see Technical Appendix 7.2), the following designated 

heritage assets were identified as having the potential to be affected by the Proposed 

Development, based on a consideration of their form, function and setting, as well as their 

proximity to the Site and, presence within the ZTV, and have been taken forward for detailed 

assessment within this chapter.  

Table 7.5 Designated Heritage Assets Taken forward for Assessment 

Identifier Name Designation 
Status 

Nearest 
Turbine 
Number 

Distance 
(KM)   

Direction 
from 

Nearest 
Turbine 

GDL00007 Achnacloich Garden and 

Designed 

Landscape 

6 6.8 NNE 

GDL00019 Ardchattan Priory Garden and 

Designed 

Landscape 

4 8.8 NE 

LB11978 Kilmore House LB Cat B 18 2.1 SW 

LB11984 Glencruitten House, 

Oban 

LB Cat B 18 4.2 NW 
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Identifier Name Designation 
Status 

Nearest 
Turbine 
Number 

Distance 
(KM)   

Direction 
from 

Nearest 
Turbine 

SM2244 Clach na Carraig, 

standing stone & 

cairn 450m S of 

Strontoiller 

Scheduled 

Monument 

11 2.6 N 

SM3866 Duntanachan, dun 

515m W of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.5 NE 

SM3872 Clachadow, cairn 

320m N of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

4 1.6 NE 

SM3886 Glenamachrie, 

standing stone 100m 

E of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.6 N 

SM3887 Duntanachan, cairn 

SW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

4 3.6 NE 

SM3888 Glenamachrie, cairns 

65m & 300m WNW 

of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.6 N 

SM3891 Clachadow, cairn 

960m NW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

4 1.2 NE 

SM3910 An Dun, dun 500m 

ESE of 

Glenamachrie 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.3 N 

SM3914 Strontoiller, stone 

circle 280m SSW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

11 2.6 N 

SM3930 Barguillean Farm, 

dun 250m SSW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

4 4.9 NE 

SM3954 Barr Beag, cairn 

320m NNW of 

Strontoiller 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 3.4 N 

SM3967 Kilmore, cairns and 

enclosure 345m NNE 

of Cleigh House 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 1.8 W 

SM3992 Dalnaneun, cairns 

240m and 275m 

WNW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 1.9 W 

SM3993 Dunach, dun 600m 

ENE of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 3.2 SW 

SM4002 Clachadow, dun 

500m NW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

4 1.3 NE 

SM4005 Strontoiller, cairn 

300m S of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

11 2.8 N 

SM4094 Kilmore House, 

cairns 85m NE & 

200m ENE of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 1.9 SW 
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Identifier Name Designation 
Status 

Nearest 
Turbine 
Number 

Distance 
(KM)   

Direction 
from 

Nearest 
Turbine 

SM4115 Glenamachrie, cup 

marked stone 350m 

SSW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.4 N 

SM4121 Glenamachrie, cairns 

850m ESE of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

6 1.3 NE 

SM4155 Dalineun, chambered 

cairn 265m S of 

Dalaneas 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 2 NW 

SM4156 Dalaneas, 

chambered cairn 

90m SSE of, & cairns 

30m SW of & 100m 

SSW of 

Scheduled 

Monument 

18 2.1 NW 

SM4181 Dun Neil, dun 100m 

NE of Dun-neil 

Scheduled 

Monument 

11 3.1 N 

SM4219 Loch Nell, crannog 

200m NE of Rubha 

Namoine 

Scheduled 

Monument 

13 2.1 N 

SM4304 Dun Iadain, fort 

490m SW of Kilbride 

Scheduled 

Monument 

14 1.5 S 

7.6.15 One non-designated heritage asset, which is recorded as of ‘potentially schedulable quality’ 

on the WoSAS Non-Statutory Register has been identified as requiring further assessment in 

Section 7.7 Assessment of Potential Effects,  This is: 

• WoSAS PIN 1355 An Coinneachan Chapel. 

7.6.16 This heritage asset consists of traces of an enclosure in which lie remains presumed to 

represent a medieval chapel, a cell and burial ground. It lies approximately 2.3km north-west 

of T6. 

7.6.17 All of the heritage assets for which further assessment has been undertaken as reported in 

this chapter are shown on Figure 7.34, including An Coinneachan Chapel which is annotated 

on the figure as ‘1355’. 

 Future Baseline  

7.6.18 It is possible that additional buildings or cultural heritage assets may be listed or scheduled in 

the future. However, no significant changes in the future baseline relating to cultural heritage 

are currently known or anticipated that would be likely to affect the assessments of potential 

impacts upon heritage assets as presented in this chapter.  

7.7 Assessment of Potential Effects  

7.7.1 This Section assesses the potential effects upon the cultural heritage baseline, in terms of 

direct physical effects during construction and decommissioning as well as indirect and 

settings effects during operation of the Proposed Development. 
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 Construction Phase 

7.7.2 This Section considers the potential direct effects (such as physical damage from excavation 

or groundworks) and indirect effects (such as vibration) from construction activities upon the 

archaeological resource within the Site boundary. It is recognised that there may be some 

temporary settings effects during construction (such as from the presence of cranes, flashing 

lights on vehicles, and general construction noise), but these are considered temporary, 

lasting only in the relevant construction phases, and unlikely to result in any significant effects 

(taking into account the short-lived duration of any impact).  

7.7.3 Assessment of settings effects upon heritage assets beyond the Site and within the Outer 

Study Area has been considered in relation to the final built form of the Proposed 

Development, when the visual impact is greatest. This is considered with respect to the 

Operational Phase section below. 

7.7.4 Although no direct or indirect impacts during the construction phase are anticipated on any 

known heritage assets,  three heritage assets lie within the Site and are considered below. 

 The Glenamachrie Cairns Scheduled Monument (SM4121)  

7.7.5 This Scheduled Monument lies immediately adjacent (within 10 m) to the Fearnoch Forest 

Access Area leading south to the Wind Farm Area (see Figure 7.9). The Scheduled 

Monument will not be directly impacted by the proposed infrastructure. The Scheduled 

Monument consists of the traces of possible cairns along with evidence of former rig 

agriculture. Previous excavations undertaken in the 1970s by the Royal Commission for 

Ancient and Historic Monuments (RCAHMS) (CANMORE ID 2318) did not identify direct burial 

evidence, although it was suggested that some possible kerb stones existed. No trace of these 

was noted in field surveys carried out in 2011 (by CFA, when a previous application for Glen 

Lonan Wind Farm was being considered) nor in the site visit conducted to inform this 

assessment in September 2024. It is possible that the cairns were simply traces of field 

clearance, rather than prehistoric burials. 

7.7.6 Taking the above into account, it is unlikely that any evidence survives within the Scheduled 

Monument that might be subject to any adverse indirect effect (such as from vibration from 

construction of the access route or during its use for deliveries and construction traffic).  

7.7.7 It is noted here that the Scheduled Monument has no longer has any above ground presence, 

and its setting has been altered in the recent past by the creation of an area of hardstanding 

immediately to its west. Temporary effects on its setting may occur during construction, but 

its setting adjacent to the existing road and hardstanding area, within the valley bottom, is 

considered to be unchanged. Effects on its setting as part of the operational phase in respect 

of the completed form of the Proposed Development are considered below. 

7.7.8 The asset is considered to be ‘high’ sensitivity by virtue of its designation. However , it is 

considered to receive an effect of ‘negligible’ magnitude (there will be no physical impact), 

and the overall effect is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for the purposes of the 

EIA Regulations. 

7.7.9 Although no direct effect is anticipated, it is proposed to fence off the Scheduled Monument 

during construction to ensure that there is no accidental intrusion on the Scheduled 

Monument. Where feasible the proposed track will be microsited within the Site boundary to 

maximise its distance from the edge of the Scheduled Monument. 
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 WoSASPIN 14717 Shielings (Possible) 

7.7.10 This asset consists of traces of four small structures, identified on aerial photographs in 

records dating to the 1960s. The asset was assumed to be sheilings and related to upland 

grazing and herd management activities. The given location is on the northern flank of Corr 

Chnoc (see Figure 7.8). It is approximately 350m to the north of the nearest proposed 

infrastructure (the access track loop running to T18) and approximately 850 m from the closest 

proposed wind turbine (T13).  

7.7.11 It will not receive any direct or indirect effect and its setting, in terms of how the asset is 

understood and its heritage value is experienced, is not considered to be adversely affected 

by construction activities taking place over 300m to its south. The asset is considered to be 

‘low’ sensitivity by virtue of its designation. However , it is considered to receive an effect of 

‘negligible’ magnitude (there will be no physical impact), and the overall effect is assessed as 

‘negligible’ and not significant for the purposes of the EIA Regulations. No mitigation is 

proposed or considered necessary. 

 Unrecorded Stone Walls 

7.7.12 A number of lengths of dry stone walling survive within the Site. These are likely Nineteenth 

century (and later) in date relating to land division and stock management, and form part of 

the wider heritage interest of the Site. They are nevertheless considered to be of low heritage 

sensitivity. 

7.7.13 Whilst the design of the Proposed Development has sought to minimise impacts to walls within 

the Site, some impacts cannot be avoided, due to the need to maintain gradients and curves 

to allow delivery of the infrastructure components. Limited sections of walls will be affected by 

the Proposed Development, as noted below:- 

• A 40m section at T11 where earthworks and cranes base/laydown areas are 

proposed; 

• A 10m section east of T11 and the proposed compound, where the access to T11 

loops to the north; 

• A 50m section north of T2; 

• A section approximately 100m in length to the south of T4 where the proposed access 

track curves to the south and west to avoid rocky outcropping before approaching T2. 

7.7.14 Taking into account the overall length of walling (estimated at approximately 10 km) existing 

within the Site, the impact in terms of removal of the lengths identified above is considered to 

be an impact of ‘medium’ magnitude at worst, upon an asset of ‘low’ sensitivity, The overall 

effect is considered to be of ‘minor’ significance and this is not significant for purposes of 

the EIA Regulations.  

7.7.15 Although no significant effect is predicted, mitigation is proposed in Section 7.8 of the chapter. 

 Unknown archaeological remains 

7.7.16 It is considered that there is very limited potential for nationally or regionally important 

unknown (buried or otherwise unrecorded) archaeological remains to survive within the Site 

(and particularly within the Wind Farm Area). The upland area of the Wind Farm Area is likely 

to have always been marginal in terms of suitability for settlement (which the archaeological 

evidence suggests is concentrated in the lower ground and in the valleys of the surrounding 
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area). It is likely to have been used for (possibly seasonal) grazing, but traces of such activity 

are likely to be limited (if present at all). However, should any such remains survive, then they 

might be subject to damage or destruction from the construction of the Proposed 

Development. 

7.7.17 In the unlikely event that significant remains were encountered (that is, remains of equivalent 

status to Scheduled Monuments, or otherwise considered to be regionally or nationally 

important and ‘medium’ to ‘high’ in sensitivity) and these could not be avoided, then the 

magnitude of the impact could be ‘medium’ to ‘high’ where such assets were damaged or 

destroyed. This would constitute an effect of potentially ‘moderate’ or ‘major’ significance 

(and significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations), in the absence of any mitigation. 

7.7.18 On a precautionary basis, mitigation is proposed in Section 7.8 below to minimise the 

potential for any damage to unknown archaeological remains and this is considered standard 

best practice applied on similar construction activities across Scotland. 

 Operational Phase 

7.7.19 No direct or indirect impacts on any known archaeological remains that may survive within 

the Site are anticipated during the operational phase. Effects on the setting of heritage assets 

outside of the Site boundary are considered here, in respect of the final, built form of the 

Proposed Development. 

7.7.20 Those heritage assets where further assessment was consider necessary based on the 

Setting Assessment reported in Technical Appendix 7.2, are discussed below. GDLs and 

LBs are discussed first, then Scheduled Monuments. Where considered appropriate, some 

heritage assets have been grouped together for discussion, rather than sequentially based on 

their designation number.  Groups are either based on geographic location, or where they are 

considered to share a setting and/or on the basis of form and date of the heritage asset(s).  

Some heritage assets that were not considered likely to receive a significant effect and were 

not considered to require further assessment, as reported in the SA (Technical Appendix 

7.2 etc.) have been included or referred to below, where these have group value. 

 GDL00007 Achnacloich, Garden and Designed Landscape 

7.7.21 This GDL is located on the southern side of Loch Etive, between Connel and Taynuilt, 

approximately 6.8km north north-east of T6. Its location is shown on Figures 7.5 and 7.34) It 

comprises gardens and plantations on a plateaus and costal area surrounding Achnacloich 

House (and itself defines the setting of that building, itself Category B Listed (LB4706)). The 

majority of the planting dates from the 1970s, and on into the Twentieth century. It is bounded 

to the south by the A85, to the north and west by Loch Etive, and to the east by the railway, 

with higher ground to east and south. The House occupies a higher area of ground within the 

core of the GDL limits, and itself is surrounded by mature plantation. 

7.7.22 The significance of the GDL resides in its horticultural, architectural and historic interests. 

There is some archaeological interest, and the GDL contains the remains of a Dun or 

defended settlement, (SM3682 Dun Creagach). The Dun occupies a coastal position within 

the western part of the GDL, but is not itself intervisible with the Proposed Development (and 

is not considered further).  

7.7.23 The setting of the GDL is defined by the lochside/coastal position it has occupying a peninsula 

on the southern side of Loch Etive. This lochside location defines its setting. Formal (as well 

as incidental) views are primarily along the coast, east and west) and north across the Loch 

to the north. The plantations immediately around the House itself limit visibility out from the 
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core of the designated area (which contains much of the horticultural interest of the GDL, with 

specimen planting and a walled garden), and provides a more enclosed experience.  

7.7.24 The turbines are theoretically visible, but this is likely to be limited to parts of turbines above 

intervening vegetation and higher ground to the south of the A85, or at Achnacloich Plantation 

to the south and west of the GDL. Occasional glimpsed views of the turbines of the Proposed 

Development, where these are possible, will not alter the setting of the GDL (nor the House 

at its core) nor the ability to appreciate those interests from which it derives its cultural 

significance. The GDL will still serve as an appropriate setting for the Listed House from which 

it takes its name. The magnitude of impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of 

‘high’ sensitivity, and the effects are considered ‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes 

of the EIA Regulations.  

 GDL00019 Ardchattan Priory Garden and Designed Landscape 

7.7.25 This GDL is based upon the grounds of the former monastic site and Priory at Ardchattan, on 

the northern side of Loch Etive, approximately 8.8km north east of T4. Its location is shown 

on Figures 7.5 and 7.34. The Priory was founded in the Thirteenth Century (and includes the 

standing remains of the Valliscaulian Priory, designated as SM13644). Some the current 

planting dates to the Seventeenth Century with the current form being established in the 

Twentieth Century. It has a role as the setting of the Category B listed Ardchattan House, 

which incorporates some material from the former monastic buildings, being subsequently 

expanded in the Victorian period. Its significance lies in its horticultural, architectural and 

historic interests. The GDL occupies a coastal location on the northern side of Loch Etive, 

beneath the higher ground of Na Maolean to its north. The setting of the GDL relates primarily 

to the lochside location and serves as the setting for Ardchattan House (Cat B LB4715). Views 

east and west along the loch, as well as south across the loch to the higher ground occupied 

by Fearnoch Forest are key aspects of its setting.  

7.7.26 The Proposed Development is theoretically visible from the GDL, in distant views to the south. 

Visibility is likely to be greater on the northern, higher side of the GDL, and the ZTV indicates 

that the degree to which the turbines may be visible drops the further south a visitor would be 

in the GDL. However, this distant presence, on the skyline, above and beyond Fearnoch 

Forest, does not prevent an understanding of the location of the GDL on the lochside, and an 

appreciation of its development through the Seventeenth Century to the present day. The 

arrangements and plantings of the GDL (of horticultural interest) are not affected, and the 

presence of the turbines in distant views does not affect the ability to appreciate the evolution 

of the GDL. The GDL’s role as an appropriate setting for the category B listed Ardchattan 

House and the standing remains of the Priory (SM13644) is not affected; the architectural 

interest in these is best appreciated in close proximity in any case. Analysis of the ZTV 

indicates that the Scheduled Monument and Listed Building are unlikely to have any 

significant intervisibility with the Proposed Development (with parts of only 1 to 4 turbines 

theoretically visible). The magnitude of impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset 

of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 LB11978 Kilmore House, Category B Listed Building 

7.7.27 Kilmore House lies in its own plot, surrounded by fields in the valley bottom at Kilmore, 

approximately 2.1km south-west of T18 (See Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34). It was originally 

constructed in 1828, as the Manse for the local parish church. It is two storeys in height in a 

Georgian style, and its significance lies in its architectural details, and historic association with 

Kilmore.  
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7.7.28 Its setting is related to the Kilmore community, lying in the valley bottom to the west of the 

higher ground of Sron Mhor, above Kilmore village. It is now surrounded by mature trees on 

all sides, with a drive leading to the north and north west (to the main road). Kilmore Church 

(SM4231) lies approximate 750m to the south-east.  

7.7.29 The House is theoretically intervisible with up to four of the proposed turbines. Analysis of the 

ZTV suggests that the degree to which the turbines are visible may be limited to blades or tips 

of blades above the ridge line to the east (the House lies on the edge of the ZTV). Direct 

intervisibility is likely to be further limited by the close mature tree belts around the House 

itself. The ability to appreciate the architectural detail of the House (which is best realised in 

close proximity to it) is considered to be unaffected, even where parts of turbines may be 

visible above the ridge line to the east. There are no long views towards the House which are 

important to its cultural significance (especially considering the trees lining its boundaries and 

the approaches to the House. The identification of the House with the wider Kilmore 

community will still be appreciable. 

7.7.30 Taking the above into account, it is considered that the limited presence of turbines above the 

ridgeline to the east (where visible between and above intervening vegetation) will not affect 

either the architectural interest in the House (best appreciated in close proximity) nor the 

ability to appreciate the former role of the House and its relationship to the wider Kilmore 

valley, the Church and community. The magnitude of impact is considered ‘negligible’ upon 

an asset of ‘medium’ sensitivity, and the effect is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant 

for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 LB11984 Glencruitten House, Oban, Category B Listed Building 

7.7.31 Glencruitten House is located within its own, heavily wooded, grounds on higher ground on 

the northern flank of Black Mount, to the east of Oban, approximately 4.2km north west of 

T18. Its location is shown on Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34. It was built in 1897, in two storeys 

in the Scottish style and was altered in 1903 with further alteration in 1927.  

7.7.32 It is primarily significant for its architectural interest, and historic association with the 

industrialist Alexander Mackay. The significance of the House is in its external architectural 

detail, best appreciated in close proximity to building, and its interior detail and design (added 

by Lorimar in the 1920s) which can only be appreciated within the House. 

7.7.33 The House’s setting is defined by its situation within dense plantation, but on an elevated point 

under Black Mount. Estate buildings lie to the south. Despite close mature planting 

surrounding the House (so that it is not prominently visible from the exterior of the estate, on 

approaches from the east or west) it is possible that the upper floors may afford more 

extensive views, primarily to south (over the principal entrance) and also to west and east. 

7.7.34 The Proposed Development is predicted to be visible from the House, but it is likely that this 

is restricted to upper floor views to the east. The turbines will be relatively distant (at over 

4km) appearing beyond intervening higher ground at Meall Reamhar, where mature 

vegetation surrounding the House permits. It is not considered that the Proposed 

Development, even where visible will affect the ability to appreciate the design and 

construction of the House, or its external architectural detail or interior design. Its historic 

association with named architects and former residents is similarly not affected. 

Notwithstanding the presence of the turbines as a new addition in views to the east (where 

available), the setting of the House is not considered to be harmed and the architectural and 

historic interest in the House is not changed. The magnitude of impact is therefore considered 
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to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘medium’ sensitivity, and the effect is assessed as 

‘negligible’ and not significant  .  

 Glen Lonan 

7.7.35 The following section considers designated assets within Glen Lonan, starting at the eastern 

end at the head of the Glen at Barguillean. The Glen holds archaeological remains from 

occupation during the prehistoric period onwards, from neolithic or Bronze Age burial and 

ritual Monuments at Strontoiller and Glenamachrie, to later prehistoric Duns or defended 

settlements such as at An Dun, Duntanachan and Barguillean, and later medieval early 

modern farming traces, including (unscheduled but included on the WoSAS Historic 

Environment Record (HER) records of rig and furrow, traces of townships, field boundaries 

and enclosures all overlain by modern farming activity. 

7.7.36 The Glen can be divided into four zones;  

• a wider section between Barguillean at the east and Clachadow, oriented north-

east/south-west;  

• a narrower section between Clachadow and An Dun, oriented north-west/south-east;   

• followed by a smaller more open area between An Dun and Glenamachrie (and its 

surrounding fields); and  

• followed by a very narrow, wooded section where the river is steeply cut as it flows 

north-west before opening out into the wider, flatter land between Strontoiller and the 

head of Loch Nell. 

7.7.37 The head of the Glen at Barguillean is constrained by the higher ground of Am Barr with the 

slopes of Tom na h’loare to the south. To the east the land is more broken in form, before 

falling away north-east towards Taynuilt. The Dun at Barguillean (SM3930) marks the eastern 

end of the Glen, which then widens as it falls away to the south-east. This floor of the Glen 

contains evidence of settlement and farming activity of all periods, including a cairn (SM3887) 

and another Dun (SM3866) at Duntanachan. This part of the Glen is effectively closed by a 

spur of Deadh Choimhead protruding south into the Glen, to the north of Clachadow. Another 

Dun (SM4002) occupies this rise (but still below the height of the valley sides, and within the 

Glen), with a cairn (SM3872) to its east, It controls a point where the Glen narrows and turns 

to the north-west. Whilst the Dun at Barguillean affords long views all around, it also has 

extensive views down the Glen to the south-west. However, the other Monuments within the 

Glen have settings which are much more limited by their situation within the Glen itself, either 

on its slopes or on the valley bottom. This setting is defined and enclosed by the valley sides 

and the higher ground at Barguillean and the spur north of Clachadow, and the linear nature 

of the Glen tends to focus attention along its length (rather than to the sides). 

7.7.38 The section of the Glen between Clachadow and An Dun is narrower, and narrows further 

towards An Dun. There is less evidence of settlement in this section, although a cairn 

(SM3891) lies at the base of the northern side of the Glen. The Fearnoch Forest Access Area 

traverses the Glen to the east of An Dun, and close to the location of a Scheduled Monument 

which protects an area of possible cairns (SM4121), perhaps clearance rather than burial. An 

Dun (SM3910) itself occupies an isolated but elevated position at a pinch point in the Glen, 

but still lower than the valley sides to north and south. Again, the sides of the Glen serve to 

limit the setting of the assets within it, and the orientation of the Glen reinforces the main lines 

of views along the Glen (rather than to the sides). 
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7.7.39 To the north-west of An Dun lies a smaller open area above the river, which begins to cut 

more deeply. This area is occupied by Glenamachrie Farm with its associated fields, with the 

cairns either side of the modern settlement (both scheduled under SM3888), and the stone 

circle (SM3886) to its west. A cup-marked rock (SM4115) is situated on the south valley slope, 

overlooking the Glen. However, the sides of the glen (and the higher land at An Dun to the 

east, and the narrowing valley to the west serve to limit and enclose the settings of the 

Monuments within this area. 

7.7.40 West of Glenamachrie, the river enters a steeply cut, wooded, and a much narrower section 

before opening out in to a wider area of flatter ground that lies west of the rising ground at 

Dun-neil (SM4181), south of Strontoiller Farm and the high ground at Barr Beag (with a cairn 

SM3954 on its southern slope) and sloping down to the northern end of Loch Nell. This area 

is much more open in character, and it is effectively divorced from the rest of Glen Lonan, and 

forms the setting for a Stone Circle (SM3914), a Cairn (SM4005), the Clach na Carraig 

Standing Stone (SM2244) and the adjacent cairn. The setting here is more open to the south 

(towards the Loch), and is limited to the north, west and east by higher ground.  

7.7.41 The Proposed Development has taken into account concerns raised by HES at Scoping, and 

to avoid and reduce potential impacts upon the settings of heritage assets within Glen Lonan, 

Turbines T1, T3, T7 and T9 have been deleted. This ensures that the Proposed Development 

will be perceived as firmly associated with the uplands above and to the south of the Glen, 

rather that encroaching onto the upper slopes of the valley, and helps to achieve a sense of 

separation of the Proposed Development from the interior of the Glen as a setting for the 

heritage assets within it (designated or otherwise). 

 SM3930 Barguillean Farm, dun 250m SSW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.42 This Scheduled Monument comprises the traces of a Dun or defended settlement on a rocky 

knoll to the southwest of Barguillean Farm, approximately 4.9km north-east of T4 (see Figure 

7.9 and 7.34). It occupies a dominant position above the route from Taynuilt via Barguillean 

into the upper valley of Glen Lonan. 

7.7.43 The Dun occupies a prominent position on a knoll at the head of Glen Lonan, and this defines 

its setting. It affords extensive views down the Glen to the west, and across the more broken 

land to the east and north, before the land falls down towards Taynuilt. It effectively controls 

the route between Taynuilt and into the upper (eastern) part of the Glen. The views west 

overlooking the head of the Glen is an important part of the Dun’s setting. 

7.7.44 The Dun is significant for its archaeological evidence, relating to former prehistoric  (and later) 

occupation of the Glen. Its setting at the head the valley and within visual range of potentially 

contemporary Monuments within Glen Lonan (such as the site of the Dun at Duntanachan) 

increases its group value. 

7.7.45 Analysis of the ZTV shows that the Proposed Development will be visible as a new addition 

in views to the west and south-west from the Dun.  A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 

4 (see Figure 7.19a-g, in Technical Appendix 7.3,). The Proposed Development has 

evolved from that presented at scoping, with 12 turbines (rather than 18) now forming the 

Proposed Development. Turbines T1, T3, T7 and T9 of the scoping layout were deleted 

specifically in order that the Proposed Development does not form a full backdrop to the valley 

in views to the west, and so that the turbines are more clearly associated with the higher 

ground on the southern side of the Glen.  

7.7.46 Whilst the Proposed Development will be clearly visible, albeit relatively distant (at just under 

5km to the closest turbine) in views down the Glen, its location on the higher ground above 
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the valley floor means it does not intrude into specific visual linkages or associations with 

other Scheduled Monuments. VP4 (Figure 7.19) demonstrates that individual assets further 

west down the Glen are not visible from Barguilliean Dun, with exception of the site of 

Duntanachan Dun (SM3866, visible in the middle distance, on the right of centre in Figure 

7.19g). The turbines lie behind the land-form that closes off views down the valley, and to this 

extent can be said to be outside of the setting of Barguillean Dun (albeit visible from it). The 

visual relationship with Duntanachan Dun is still appreciable, and the proposed turbines do 

not back drop it. 

7.7.47 The significance of Barguillean Dun in terms of its archaeological value is unaffected by the 

visibility of the Proposed Development. The ability to understand the topographical location of 

the Dun and the selection of the site as a defensive/controlling location is unaffected. The 

ability to appreciate the setting in terms of a dominant highpoint at the head of the upper Glen  

is still readily appreciable. The turbines do not feature in the foreground of any views along 

approaches to the Scheduled Monument from either the east or the west (when travelling 

along the Glen) and do not challenge it as a local landmark. 

7.7.48 Taking the above into account, the magnitude of impact on setting and the significance of the 

Monument is considered to be ‘negligible’, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of 

which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3866 Duntanachan, dun 515m W of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.49 This Scheduled Monument consists of the limited traces of a roughly circular Dun (or defended 

settlement) approximately 3.5km north-east of T4 (see Figures 7.9 and 7.34). It occupies a 

position at the end of a low rise above the valley floor, with a lochan to its west. 

7.7.50 The Scheduled Monument has very limited above ground presence, and its setting is defined 

by the low ridge on which it sits, and to the wider valley floor of the upper part of Glen Lonan 

within which it is located. Its wider setting includes the Barguillean Dun to its east and the 

Clachadow Dun to its west, and it is intervisible with both. Traces of farming activity in the 

form of areas of rig and furrow, walled enclosures and structural remains of later periods 

survive in this part of the Glen, but these may not be contemporary with the occupation of  

Duntanachan Dun itself. A prehistoric cairn exists at Duntanachan Farm to the east, and 

another survives in the open land west of Clachadow. These traces of earlier occupation may 

predate the Dun, but indicate the antiquity of occupation within the Glen.  

7.7.51 The Dun is significant for its archaeological evidence, relating to former prehistoric  (and later) 

occupation of the Glen. Its setting within the valley as part of group of potentially contemporary 

Monuments increases its group value. 

7.7.52 A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 14 (Figure 7.29 a-g, Technical Appendix 7.3). This 

shows that the Proposed Development will be a new addition in views to the south-west down 

the Glen, appearing as a relatively compact group above the skyline at approximately 3.2km 

in distance. The deletion of turbines T1, T3, T7 and T9  from the layout presented at Scoping 

serves to help the sense in which the Proposed Development is perceived as being located 

outside of the valley, and does not close off the entirety of the valley to the west, preserving 

the way in which the valley sides contain and limit the setting of Duntanachan Dun.  As with 

Barguillean Dun, the ability to appreciate the location of the Duntanachan Dun and its visual 

relationship to the flatter part of the upper Glen is unchanged, whether or not turbines of the 

Proposed Development are visible from this location.  

7.7.53 The significance of the Dun in terms of its archaeological value is unaffected by the visibility 

of the Proposed Development. The ability to understand the topographical location of the Dun 
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and the selection of the site as a defensive/controlling location is unaffected; the Dun will still 

be able to be appreciated as occupying a more elevated situation with regard to the Glen to 

its west, but still within the confines of the Glen itself. It is the relationship of the Dun to this 

part of the Glen floor (presumably forming the land over which it had control and direct 

association) that is important in understanding its location, with the setting contained by the 

valley sides, rather than the uplands beyond the valley sides.  

7.7.54 The relationship with similar Monuments to the east and west is unaffected by the Proposed 

Development and the ability to appreciate the way in which the Glen has been used and 

occupied in the past is unaffected as the turbines do not intrude into views between the Duns 

(where available), The ability to appreciate on the ground the distribution and location of the 

various Monuments along the Valley (even where the Proposed Development may be visible 

above the valley sides in any given views) is similarly not adversely affected. The ability to 

understand the Glen as the focus of activity, and the key part played by its landform in 

determining how settlement occupies the valley, with the key relationships being along its 

length (rather than up and down its slopes) is maintained.) The turbines of the Proposed 

Development do not feature in the foreground of any views along approaches to the 

Monument from either east or west when travelling along the Glen, and do not challenge it as 

a local landmark. 

7.7.55 Taking the above into account the magnitude of impact on the setting of the Dun is considered 

to be ‘negligible’, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as 

‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3887 Duntanachan, cairn SW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.56 This Scheduled Monument  is the remains of a presumed prehistoric cairn, surviving as a low 

mound, partially robbed of stone in the past. It is located approximately 3.6km north-east of 

T4 (see Figures 7.9 and Figure 7.34).  

7.7.57 Its setting is now defined by the boundary walls and hedges of the plot associated with the 

house at Duntanachan, which lies immediately to the north-east. In this respect, its setting 

has already been altered by the presence of this modern settlement and is now limited and 

divorced from the wider Glen. Its wider setting is related to the valley floor of upper Glen 

Lonan, and it may be contemporary with similar Scheduled Monuments to be found 

throughout the length of the Glen. 

7.7.58 The Scheduled Monument has significance in the form of its archaeological value, holding 

evidence for past ritual practice in the prehistoric period. It holds wider value as part of the 

group of potentially related Scheduled Monuments (and other non-designated heritage 

assets) around Duntanachan in particular and throughout the wider Glen Lonan area. 

7.7.59 Although the Scheduled Monument lies within the ZTV, its current setting is defined by its 

location within  the garden/property plot for the property at Duntanachan. This situation will 

not be changed even where the turbines of the Proposed Development might be visible 

between the planting that screens the property’s boundary. Its wider archaeological setting 

within the valley is not affected by the Proposed Development. Its current setting within the 

Duntanachan property boundary, does not make a contribution to the appreciation and 

understanding of the Monument, and this will not be changed by the Proposed Development. 

Its archaeological value is unchanged. 

7.7.60 The magnitude of impact on the setting of the Scheduled Monument is considered to be 

‘negligible’ in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as 

‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 
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 SM4002 Clachadow, Dun 500m N of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.61 This Scheduled Monument consists of the traces of a Dun, or defended settlement, ‘oval’ in 

plan. It occupies a knoll projecting into the Glen Lonan valley, at the base of Deadh Coimhead. 

approximately 1.3km north-east of T4 (see Figure 7.9 and Figure 7.34). 

7.7.62 Its setting is related to its position in the Glen. It occupies an elevated position which overlooks 

a flatter more open area to its east, towards Duntanachan Dun, with which it may have been 

intervisible. The Glen narrows at this point, and turns to the north-west as it descends towards 

Glenamachrie to the west (with An Dun on high ground to the west). A cairn, SM3872, lies on 

the lower ground close to the east. Views in this direction are restricted by the shoulder of the 

hill  (and the plantation which covers it) on which the Dun lies. This land form focusses the 

Dun’s’ setting to the south and east. 

7.7.63 The Monument’s significance lies primarily in its archaeological value. It will hold some 

archaeological evidence relating to its occupation and use in the prehistoric period. It has 

additional value as one of a group of related Monuments occupying the length of Glen Lonan. 

7.7.64 The Monument lies within the ZTV, in relatively close proximity to the Proposed Development. 

The Proposed Development will appear as a new addition to the wider setting in views to the 

south and south-west from the Monument. A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 1 (see 

Figure 7.16 a-g, Technical Appendix 7.3). This shows that parts of five turbines will be 

visible above the valley side in views to the south-west. The turbines will constitute a new 

addition to the skyline, but will not appear in views to the east, towards the flatter open land 

between Clachadow and Duntanachan.  

7.7.65 The presence of the turbines will not affect the archaeological value of the Monument, nor will 

it affect the ability to appreciate the association of the Dun to the open land (and the cairn) to 

its east. Views up the valley to the east are unaffected. Views directly south, towards the high 

ground are not considered to be important to the understanding of the Monument. The 

turbines are effectively outside of the setting of the Monument, which is considered to be 

defined by its place within the Glen. Although now fewer in number than was the case with 

the layout proposed at scoping (with the deletion of T3 and T7), the hubs of three turbines are 

clearly visible from within this setting, however, they do not change the way the Monument is 

understood within the setting. 

7.7.66 Notwithstanding, the presence of some of the turbines above the skyline in views directly 

south-west towards the valley side, it is considered that the significance of the Monument, 

deriving primarily from its archaeological value is not changed. As stated above, the nature of 

the valley setting and how the Monument is understood within that setting is not changed. 

Nevertheless, the turbines will form a new addition to the setting, introducing largescale and 

industrial development in view. This challenges the enclosed nature of views within the valley 

whilst looking south from the Monument, albeit not in the primary views across the open 

ground to the east. 

7.7.67 Taking the above into account, the impact on setting of the Monument is considered to be 

‘low’ in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as 

‘minor’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3872 Clachadow, cairn 320m N of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.68 This Scheduled Monument consists of the remains of a cairn occupying a slight rise in the 

valley floor north of Clachadow Farm, Glen Lonan. It is roughly oval in plan, with stones 

forming a kerb along part of its perimeter. It may be related to the Clachadow Dun which lies 
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300m to its west (but is not intervisible with Clachadow Cairn 960m west of, SM3891). The 

cairn is located approximately 1.6km north of T4 (see Figures 7.9 and 7.34). 

7.7.69 The setting of the Monument is defined by its position in the base of the upper Glen Lonan 

valley. It is close to the site of the Clachadow Dun, and may have an archaeological setting 

that relates to other similar Monuments throughout the Glen. 

7.7.70 Its significance lies in its archaeological value, holding evidence for prehistoric ritual and burial 

practices. It has additional value as part of a group of prehistoric Monuments situated along 

the Glen Lonan valley.  

7.7.71 Analysis of the ZTV indicates that parts of up to six turbines of the Proposed Development 

may be visible on the skyline, above and behind the ridge of high ground above Clachadow 

Farm, and which forms the southern side of the Glen, in views to the south-west.  

7.7.72 The archaeological value of the cairn (from which its significance is primarily derived) will not 

be adversely affected by the Proposed Development, even where turbines are visible. The 

association of the cairn with its valley floor setting, and possible relation to the Dun to its west 

(and Duntanachan Dun further to the east), is unchanged and the ability to appreciate this is 

undiminished. 

7.7.73 Nevertheless, the turbines will form a new addition to the setting, introducing largescale and 

industrial development in views to the south-west. This challenges the enclosed nature of 

views across the valley at this point, albeit not in views across the open ground to the east 

(nor directly in views towards Clachadow Dun). 

7.7.74 Taking the above into account, the impact on the setting of the Monument is considered to be 

‘low’ in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as 

‘minor’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3891 Clachadow, cairn 960m NW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.75 This Scheduled Monument comprises a low mound, presumed to be a prehistoric burial 

mound. It is situated immediately adjacent to the active commercial forestry plantation which 

occupies the north side of the valley bottom, in Glen Lonan. It is located approximately 1.2km  

north of T4 (but within c. 800m of the proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) and 

compound at the northern end of the Proposed Development). Its location is shown on Figure 

7.9 and Figure 7.34. 

7.7.76 The setting of the Monument relates to the valley floor and river to its south. It is part of a 

group of broadly contemporary Scheduled Monuments situated along the length of Glen 

Lonan. 

7.7.77 The cairn is significant for its archaeological value, and the evidence it may hold relating to 

prehistoric ritual and burial practices. It has additional significance as part of the group of 

prehistoric Monuments surviving along the length of Glen Lonan. 

7.7.78 A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 13 (Figure 7.28 a-g, Technical Appendix 7.3). This 

shows that parts of six turbines of the Proposed Development will be visible above and behind 

the ridgeline of the higher ground on the southern side of the Glen, of which only three will be 

clearly visible above the tree line existing on the southern slope of the Valley. 

7.7.79 The archaeological value of the cairn (from which its significance is primarily derived) will not 

be adversely affected by the turbines, even where visible. The association of the cairn with its 

valley floor setting, and the ability to appreciate this is undiminished. 
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7.7.80 Nevertheless, the turbines will form a new addition to the setting, introducing largescale and 

industrial development in views to the south-west. This challenges the enclosed nature of 

views across the valley at this point, albeit not in views across the open ground to the east 

(nor directly in views towards Clachadow Dun). 

7.7.81 Taking the above into account the impact on setting of the Monument is considered to be ’low’ 

in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘minor’ 

and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3910 An Dun, dun 500m ESE of Glenamachrie Scheduled Monument 

7.7.82 This Scheduled Monument consists of the remains of a defended settlement (fort or Dun) set 

on an isolated hillock on the valley floor of Glen Lonan, east of Glenamachrie Farm. There 

are traces of defensive stone works and excavation has revealed some internal structures 

(although these may not be contemporary with the Dun itself). It is located approximately 

1.3km north of T6 (see Figures 7.8 and 7.34). 

7.7.83 The Dun is situated on an isolated hillock rising from the floor of Glen Lonan. It controls a 

narrow pinch point, with the valley opening to the east (towards Duntanachan) and west (past 

Glenamachrie and towards Strontoiller). Its setting includes a group of potentially related 

Monuments, including a standing stone and cairns around Glenamachrie Farm (considered 

separately below). The setting is primarily related to its elevated position, but still within the 

valley (that is, below the top of the valley sides). It has extensive views to the south, west and 

east, and the views up and down the valley (i.e., east and west) are considered important 

aspects of its setting, and in understanding its location. Views to the north are more restricted 

by higher ground in that direction (on the northern side of the glen). 

7.7.84 A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 2 (Figure 7.17 a-g, Technical Appendix 7.3). 

Notwithstanding the deletion of T1, T3, T7 and T9 from the layout presented at scoping, parts 

of six turbines of the Proposed Development will be visible in views directly south across the 

Glen. However, they will not interfere with key views to the east and west, up and down the 

Glen. 

7.7.85 The ability to appreciate the setting of the Monument in terms of its form, function and 

defensive location is not changed by the Proposed Development.  

7.7.86  The isolated and defensive position, controlling a pinch point in the Glen, with views along 

the access routes through the valley, east and west of the Monument, is still readily 

appreciable. Notwithstanding the height of the hillock on which the Dun sits, there is still a 

sense of enclosure within the Glen, with views opening out to the west, over Glenamachrie 

and the lower Glen. The archaeological value of the Monument is also not changed, whether 

or not the turbines are visible.   The association of the Monument with other Monuments to its 

immediate west, around Glenamachrie is not affected and the setting of the Monument in 

relation to the valley, with important views east and west (i.e., up and down the Glen) is not 

adversely affected. In these respects, the integrity of the Monument’s setting (and how that 

setting contributes to the significance of the Dun) is not adversely affected. 

7.7.87 Nevertheless, the Proposed Development will constitute a new and modern, industrial scale 

development relatively prominent in views from within the Monument’s setting, directly 

towards the south above the valley side. 

7.7.88 Taking the above into account, the impact on the setting of the Monument is considered to be 

‘low’ in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as 

’minor’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations.  
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 Glenamachrie 

7.7.89 Glenamachrie Farm occupies a small widening of the Glen to the west of An Dun, and east of 

Strontoiller. There are a group of prehistoric assets around the Farm that are included for 

assessment below. This include a Standing Stone (SM3886), a group of cairns (SM3888) a 

cup marked rock (SM4115) and an area with a cairn to the east (SM4115). The settings of 

these assets is related to their position in the valley bottom and the close proximity of the 

working farm, and the ability to experience the Scheduled Monuments is influenced by their 

proximity to the working farm, with its fences, laydown areas, yards and buildings. It is noted 

here that, in large part based on the concerns expressed by HES during consultation, T1, T3, 

T7 and T9 were deleted from the layout presented at scoping in order to reduce and limit the 

presence of the Proposed Development when seen from within the Glen in the Glenamachrie 

area. 

 SM3886 Glenamachrie, standing stone 100m E of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.90 This Scheduled Monument consists of a four-sided upright stone approximately 1.4m high. 

Another two low boulders lie in close proximity, although it unclear if these are related. They 

are located in a field close to the buildings and yards associated with Glenamachrie Farm, 

approximately 1.7km north-west of T4 (see Figures 7.8 and 7.34). 

7.7.91 The setting of this Monument relates to the valley bottom, and as part of a wider collection of 

prehistoric Monuments along Glen Lonan. This Monument group may have specific 

association with the group of cairns recorded as SM3888 (one component of which lies 

approximately 25m to the west of the Stone and essentially shares the same setting) located 

in this part of the lower Glen, and perhaps to the defended fort/settlement site of An Dun to 

the east. It is located in a field used for grazing, close to the south of the minor road through 

the Glen, and adjacent to Glenamachrie Farm and an area of animal pens and silage (and 

other) storage. Glenamachrie Farm and the Monument, occupy an area of flatter, open ground 

above the River Lonan, which lies in a steep cutting to the south. 

7.7.92 The Monument has significance in the form of its archaeological value, holding evidence for 

past ritual practice in the prehistoric period. It holds wider value as part of the group of 

potentially related Monuments around Glenamachrie in particular and the wider Glen Lonan 

area. 

7.7.93 A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 10 (Figure 11.25, Technical Appendix 7.3). This 

presents general views from Glenamachrie towards the south including the locations of 

SM3886 and SM3888 which are indicated on the accompanying wireline (they are to the left 

in the main views, east of and behind the stock pens/silage storage area, just south of the 

minor road (leading east past the Farm). Views west from Glenamachrie are compromised by 

the 20th century additions including two residential properties, farm sheds and lay down areas 

which have altered the setting of the Monument. The ability to appreciate the heritage 

significance of the Monument is very much influenced by the presence of the Farm and its 

yards and buildings, and how these sit on the flatter land within the valley floor.  

7.7.94 Six turbines of the Proposed Development will be visible to the south on the skyline, above 

and behind the ridge of higher ground that marks the edge of the Glen, and to some extent 

screened by the higher ground. 

7.7.95 The archaeological value of the Monument is not affected. Its relation to the cairn to its south 

(part of SM3888) is not affected and the sense of the setting in relation to its position in the 

valley floor of the Glen, is not compromised.   



Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report  
 
 

7-29 

 

 

7.7.96 However, the Proposed Development will constitute a new and modern, industrial scale of 

development relatively prominent in views from within the Monument’s setting, when looking 

directly south. The Proposed Development will nevertheless be perceived as outside and 

above the valley side (the sides of the valley being considered to limit the Scheduled 

Monument’s setting). 

7.7.97 Taking the above into account, the impact is considered to be ‘low’ in magnitude, upon an 

asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘minor’ and not significant for 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3888 Glenamachrie, cairns 65m & 300m WNW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.98 This Scheduled Monument designation covers two separate cairns. The first is 65m east of 

Glenamachrie Farm, and consists of a low mound representing the remains of a prehistoric 

burial mound. The second also represents the remains of a prehistoric burial mound and lies 

over 300m to the west of the farm and immediately south of the minor road running through 

the Glen. They are not intervisible with each other (in part due to the presence of the farm 

buildings at Glenamachrie, close to the west of the easternmost of the cairns). Their positions 

are shown on Figures 7.8 and 7.34. 

7.7.99 The easternmost component shares its setting with the Standing Stone (SM3886), as 

discussed above. The western component is situated approximately 300m to the west north-

west of the farm, immediately adjacent to the road, on its southern side and above the northern 

bank of the River Lonan. Its setting is defined by is proximity to the Standing Stone to its east, 

and is related to its position on the valley floor, and flatter ground above the river. This setting 

(as with the Standing Stone) is already compromised by modern infrastructure such as the 

road through the Glen, and overhead powerlines. In addition, the presence of the yards and 

buildings of Glenamachrie Farm, means that there is no longer any visual relationship with 

the western cairn. 

7.7.100 The Monument has significance in the form of its archaeological value, with both cairns 

holding evidence for past burial practice in the prehistoric period. The Monument holds wider 

value as part of the group of potentially related Monuments around Glenamachrie in particular 

and the wider Glen Lonan area. 

7.7.101 A visualisation from the western cairn is provided as Viewpoint 9 (see Figure 7.24 a-g of 

Technical Appendix 7.3). Although T3, T7 and T9 have been deleted from the layout 

presented at Scoping, Viewpoint 9 indicates that parts of up to six turbines of the Proposed 

Development will be visible on the skyline above and behind the higher ground forming the 

southern edge of the valley. The nearest of these turbines is T4, approximately 1.8km to the 

south south-east. The visualisations also demonstrate the existing electricity overhead lines 

which run along the south side of the Glen.  

7.7.102 The valley and riverside setting of the cairns is not affected, nor is the close relationship of 

the eastern cairn to the Standing Stone to its east. The archaeological value, from which the 

significance of the cairns is chiefly derived, is also unaffected by visibility of the Proposed 

Development. 

7.7.103 However, the Proposed Development will constitute a new and modern, industrial scale of 

development relatively prominent in views from within the Monument’s setting, directly 

towards the south above the valley side (specifically from the eastern most of the two cairns). 



Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report  
 
 

7-30 

 

 

7.7.104 Taking the above into account, the impact is considered to be ‘low’ in magnitude, upon an 

asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘minor’ and not significant for 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM4115 Glenamachrie, cup marked stone 350m SSW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.105 This Scheduled Monument consists of a cup-marked stone, situated in open ground on the 

south side of Glen Lonan, above Glenamachrie Farm. The cup-marks are presumed 

prehistoric in date, and the stone appears isolated. It is located approximately 1.4km north-

west of T6 (see Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34). 

7.7.106 The setting of the Monument relates to its position on the southern slope of Glen Lonan, and 

may be related to An Dun to the east, as well as the cairns and standing stone on either side 

of Glenamachrie Farm. It is part of a wider group of prehistoric Monuments along the length 

of Glen Lonan, which comprise its wider archaeological setting. 

7.7.107 The Monument has significance related to its archaeological value, and as part of a wider 

group of prehistoric Monuments representing burial, ritual and settlement activity along Glen 

Lonan.  

7.7.108 The Monument’s position suggests that its setting relates more to the valley to its north (and 

views up and down the Glen to east and west), rather than an association with the higher 

moorland to its south. The Monument is not visible from any distance, suggesting that views 

towards it from elsewhere in the valley weren’t important to its setting and significance. 

Nevertheless, the proximity of the Proposed Development (and presence within the ZTV) 

suggests that parts of up to four turbines may be visible from within its setting, when facing 

south and looking up to the edge of the valley (in the opposite direction to the Monuments on 

the valley floor). It is noted that T3, T7 and T9 of the Scoping layout have been deleted, and 

this has reduced the number of turbines theoretically visible from this location, when facing 

south. 

7.7.109 Given that it is on the southern, north-facing slope of the valley, underneath the ridgeline 

(about halfway up the valley side), its setting is not considered to include the upland to the 

south. The setting is considered to relate to the valley, and the Monuments within it.  

7.7.110 The archaeological value of the Monument is unaffected, whether or not turbines are visible 

from it. The turbines will be behind the viewer (to the south) when looking along and across 

the valley to the west, north and east (and specifically towards the collection of Scheduled 

Monuments around Glenamachrie), and will not affect the ability to appreciate this setting. 

7.7.111  Taking the above into consideration, it is considered the that the impact is ‘negligible’ in 

magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, and the potential effect is assessed as 

‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM4121 Glenamachrie, cairns 850m ESE of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.112 This Scheduled Monument consists of traces of a possible mound or mounds. These appear 

to have been damaged in the past by forestry activity. The remains are associated with traces 

of former rig cultivation. As excavation did not identify any human remains or other burial 

evidence, it is possible the remains represent clearance cains. The current condition of the 

Scheduled Monument is poor with no above ground traces remaining. It is located immediately 

adjacent to (and north of) the minor road running through the Glen. The nearest turbine of the 

Proposed Development, T6, lies approximately 1.2km to the south. The Scheduled Monument 

lies within the Site, where the access for deliveries via Fearnoch Forest crosses Glen Lonan 
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(although as noted earlier, the Scheduled Area will not be directly impacted by construction 

works). Its location is shown on Figure 7.9 and Figure 7.34. 

7.7.113 The Scheduled Monument no longer has any meaningful above ground presence, and its 

setting is further affected by the creation of an area of hardstanding immediately adjacent on 

its western side, as well as the minor road to its immediate south and commercial forestry 

plantation to its north. The Monument itself has evidence of vehicle tracking over it.  

7.7.114 Although some of the turbines of the Proposed Development are predicted to be visible from 

the Monument (see  Viewpoint 12, Figure 11.27 a-i), the current setting makes no 

contribution to its cultural significance, which now resides only in what archaeological value it 

may retain. The presence of the turbines in views to the south and the access track proposed 

to the Monument’s immediate east will not affects its archaeological value. 

7.7.115 As a result the impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ in magnitude upon an asset of ‘high’ 

sensitivity (and the effect is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the 

EIA Regulations. 

 Strontoiller 

7.7.116 A group of broadly contemporary and possibly related assets is situated in flat, open ground 

to the south-east of Strontoiller Farm, at the bottom of Glen Lonan, north of Loch Nell. This 

group includes SM224 (Clach na Carraig standing stone and cairn), SM4005 (Strontoiller 

Cairn) and SM3914 (Strontoiller Stone Circle). This group shares a setting, and forms part of 

a presumed ritual landscape of Neolithic or Bronze Age date. The cairn on Barr Beag 

(SM3954) is included in this group as it overlooks the same area of flatter more open ground. 

It is noted that modern infrastructure in the form of the minor road to Glen Lonan, overhead 

cables, fences and tracks associated with the residential properties at the start of the Glen as 

well as around Dun-neil and Strontoiller form part of the setting of the Monuments in this area. 

It is noted that T1, T3, T7, T9, T15 and T17 have been deleted from the layout presented at 

Scoping in response to concerns raised by HES at Scoping and in subsequent consultation. 

The deletion of T7 and T9 in particular has helped to reduce the visual presence of the 

Proposed Development (and thus to avoid potentially significant settings effects) when seen 

from the Strontoiller area 

 SM2244 Clach na Carraig, standing stone & cairn 450m S of Strontoiller Scheduled 

Monument 

7.7.117 This Scheduled Monument consists of a prehistoric Standing Stone and the remains of an 

adjacent ‘kerbed’ cairn. They are situated in a field close to the minor road through Glen 

Lonan, south-east of Strontoiller farm. The Monument lies approximately 2.6km north of T11 

(see Figure 7.8 and 7.34).  

7.7.118 The Monument has considerable archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of 

ritual practice amongst prehistoric communities in the wider Glen Lonan and Loch Nell area. 

It is a part of a range of prehistoric Monuments, representing ritual, burial and settlement 

activity, which form a rich and connected resource along Glen Lonan and around Loch Nell. 

It also has historic and folkloric traditions and associations that add to is value. 

7.7.119 The setting of the Monument is the open field within which it lies, bordered by the minor road 

to its immediate south, with rising ground to the north. It has a relationship with the nearby 

Strontoiller Cairn (SM4005) and the Strontoiller stone circle further to its north-west (SM3914). 

This Monument lies at the bottom of the Glen Lonan valley where it broadens to a more open 

area around Strontoiller and the northern end of Loch Nell. This more open, flatter area, 
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bounded to the north by higher ground at Barr Mor, to the north west by the ridgeline on which 

Dun Neil sits, to the south by the Loch, and to the east by the higher ground above Torinturk 

Farm and at An Coinneachan constitutes the wider setting of the Monument 

7.7.120 The Monument lies within the ZTV, and the Proposed Development will appear as a new 

addition to the wider setting in views to the south and south-east from the Monument, but 

above the higher ground above Torinturk Farm. It is noted here that a shelter belt exists on 

the southern side of the minor road adjacent to the Monument, and this, together with the 

planting around the buildings close to its east, will restrict direct visibility. The Proposed 

Development will not intrude in direct views towards the Monument on approaches along the 

minor road from the west (albeit it may be present in the background, on the higher ground 

and clearly separated from the Monument’s immediate setting). The turbines, where visible, 

will appear to be set back from, above and outside of the setting (as related to the flatter more 

open ground described previously) of the Monument. The Monument does not appear to have 

a particular relationship with the land on which the Proposed Development sits; its 

relationships are more closely related to the flatter land in which it sits, and the nearby 

Monuments around Strontoiller. When exiting Glen Lonan, travelling west, into this wider more 

open area the Proposed Development will be behind the observer. 

7.7.121 Viewpoint 16 (Figure 7.31 a-e, in Technical Appendix 7.3) presents a view from the location 

of the Standing Stone. It indicates that only parts of five turbines of the Proposed Development 

will be visible, behind the shelter belt, and above higher ground on the south side of Glen 

Lonan and east of the Loch. The deletion of T7 and T9 in particular have helped to maintain 

the sense in which the Proposed Development is associated with the higher ground above 

and behind  Torinturk Farm to the south-east.  It is noted that houses and overhead powerlines 

already form a part of views in this direction. The turbines’ presence will not affect the ability 

to appreciate the archaeological value of the Monument, nor to appreciate the relationship of 

the two component parts of the Monument to each other, nor to the Scheduled Cairn and 

Circle to the north-west. Whilst the Monument has a wider archaeological setting that includes 

broadly contemporary heritage assets further up Glen Lonan and along the banks of Loch 

Nell and toward Kilmore, these are not apparent on the ground due to distance and intervening 

topography. 

7.7.122 . The setting of the Monument, as defined by the flatter land at the head of Loch Nell, as 

described above, and its relationship with the Strontoiller Cairn and Stone Circle are 

unaffected and the ability to appreciate this setting is unchanged, even where the Proposed 

Development may be visible. Notwithstanding the presence of the turbines as new additions 

above the skyline in views to the south- and south east, these views are not determinative 

aspects of the Monuments setting, nor do they contribute to the archaeological significance 

of the Monument. Taking the above into account, it is considered that the significance of the 

Monument is not adversely affected, nor is the ability to appreciate that significance adversely 

affected The impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ in magnitude upon an asset of ‘high’ 

sensitivity. The significance of the effect is considered ‘negligible’ and not significant for 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM3914 Strontoiller, stone circle 280m SSW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.123 This Scheduled Monument consists of a circle of low rounded stones, set in grazing land at 

Strontoiller, approximately 2.8km north of T11 (see Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34). The Circle 

is presumed to be of prehistoric date (Neolithic or Bronze Age). It occupies a slightly elevated 

shelf above the flatter ground on which the Strontoiller Cairn (SM4005) and the nearby 

Standing Stone and Cairn (SM2244) are located. In other respects, the setting is essentially 

the same as described above for SM2244. The Stone circle does afford a wider view over this 
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flatter more open land, and may itself have been more visible in views to the north, north-east 

and north-west across that landscape. 

7.7.124 The Monument lies within the ZTV, and a visualisation is presented in Viewpoint 11 (see 

Figure 7.26 a-i presented in Technical Appendix 7.3). This indicates that parts of all of the 

turbines of the Proposed Development may be visible in views to the south and south -east, 

albeit limited by screening afforded by the higher ground and vegetation above Torinturk 

Farm.  Although the number of turbines has been reduced in number compared to the layout 

presented at Scoping, the Proposed Development represents a new addition to the skyline, 

but is clearly located behind the higher ground above Torinturk Farm, and in this respect is 

considered to be outside (albeit visible from within) of the setting of the Circle (and related 

Monuments in this group) which is here defined as the flatter and more open land north of 

Loch Nell. Modern fence lines, residential properties and an electricity overhead line are also 

visible from this Monument at much closer proximity than the Proposed Development.  

7.7.125 The archaeological interest in the Circle is not affected, whether or not the turbines are visible. 

Its relation to the Standing Stone and Cairn to its south-east are still readily appreciable, and 

these are backdropped by vegetation and against the rising ground above Torinturk Farm in 

views in this direction from the Circle, so that there is vertical separation of the turbines from 

the Monuments, and the higher ground provides more screening of the turbines in this 

direction. The ability to appreciate the Circle’s setting in terms of its position overlooking the 

area of flatter more open ground north of the Loch is unaffected by the presence of the 

turbines. Other possible links to the cairn on Barr Beag (SM3954) to the north west and the 

Dun at Dun-neil (SM4181) to the west are unaffected and remain readily appreciable.  

7.7.126 Notwithstanding the presence of the turbines as a new addition above the skyline in views to 

the south- and south east, these views are not determinative aspects of the Monument’s 

setting, nor do they contribute to the archaeological significance of the Monument. The impact 

on the setting and significance of the Monument is therefore considered to be ‘negligible’ upon 

and asset of ‘high’ sensitivity. The significance of the effect is considered ‘negligible’ and not 

significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM4005 Strontoiller, cairn 300m S of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.127 This Scheduled Monument consists of the remains of a presumed prehistoric burial mound, 

in an open field south of Strontoiller Farm, approximately 2.7km north of T11 (see Figure 7.8 

and Figure 7.34). Its setting is essentially as described for the Standing Stone (SM2244), 

above. It lies approximately 120m north-west of the Standing Stone and 85m south-east of 

the Stone Circle (SM3914).  

7.7.128 The Monument has considerable archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of 

burial/ritual practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Glen Lonan area. It is part of a 

range of prehistoric Monuments, representing ritual, burial and settlement activity, which form 

a rich and connected resource along Glen Lonan and around Loch Nell (and in particular the 

group at Strontoiller). 

7.7.129 The Monument lies in the middle of an open field, so will not have the same degree of direct 

screening from the shelter belt on the south side of the minor road that applies to the Standing 

Stone. Nevertheless, the Proposed Development, whilst visible from within the setting of the 

Cairn, is not considered to lie within that setting, situated as it is behind and above the ridgeline 

of higher ground to the south and south-east of Torinturk Farm. The visual relationship with 

the Stone Circle to the north-west is unaffected, and whilst the turbines will be visible on the 

skyline behind the Standing Stone when viewed from the Cairn, the Standing Stone itself will 
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be backdropped by the shelter belt on the south side of the road, and not directly by the 

turbines.  

7.7.130 The archaeological interest in the Monument is unchanged, whether or not the turbines are 

visible from it. The relationship of the Cairn to the Standing Stone and the Stone Circle is 

unchanged, and still readily apparent, as is the place of the Monument within the wider setting 

(the flatter open ground north of Loch Nell and west of the end of Glen Lonan, as previously 

described) is unaffected.  

7.7.131 Notwithstanding the presence of the turbines as new additions above the skyline in views to 

the south- and south east, these views are not determinative aspects of the Monument’s 

setting, nor do they substantially contribute to the archaeological significance of the 

Monument. The impact on the setting and significance of the Monument is therefore 

considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity. The significance of the effect 

is considered ‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations 

 SM3954 Barr Beag, cairn 320m NNW of Strontoiller Scheduled Monument 

7.7.132 This Scheduled Monument comprises the remains a presumed prehistoric burial mound, 

surviving as a low grassy covered mound, set on rising land to the north of Strontoiller Farm, 

on the southern flank of Barr Beagh, below Barr Mor. It is approximately 3.3km north-west of 

T11 (see Figure 7.8 and 7.34). The Monument’s significance derives principally from its 

archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of burial/ritual practice amongst 

prehistoric communities in the Glen Lonan area. It is a part of a range of prehistoric 

Monuments, representing ritual, burial and settlement activity, which form a rich and 

connected resource along Glen Lonan and around Loch Nell. 

7.7.133 Its setting is related to the open south-facing flank of the hill on which it sits. It has a visual 

relationship with Dun Neil to its south, and the collection of Monuments on the lower ground 

to the south of Strontoiller Farm (SM4005, SM3914 and SM2244), which are considered to lie 

within its setting. This setting extends to the higher ground south and east of Torinturk Farm, 

and north of Loch Nell. It also as extensive views to the south-west, west and north-west. 

7.7.134 A visualisation is presented as Cultural heritage Viewpoint 8 (see Figure 7.23 a-i in Technical 

Appendix 7.3,). This indicates that the Proposed Development will be visible as a new 

addition on the skyline in views to the south and south-east. These views include the area of 

open, flatter land below the Monument, to the south-east of Strontoiller Farm, and extending 

to the northern side of Loch Nell to the south. 

7.7.135 The archaeological value of the Monument is not considered to be affected by the visibility of 

the Proposed Development. Extensive views from the Monument will still be available, albeit 

with the turbines present as a new addition in views to the south. The relationship to the flatter 

open ground below Strontoiller is unaffected, and the relationship to (and visibility of) the 

Monuments there is unaffected. This group of Monuments is clearly set on the lower ground, 

and the turbines are clearly outside of this setting, above and beyond the higher ground to the 

south. The Proposed Development will not intrude on any long views towards the Monument, 

and the Monument does not appear to have any specific links to the land on which the turbines 

will sit. 

7.7.136 Notwithstanding the visibility of the turbines, the heritage significance of the Monument is not 

considered to be adversely affected; its archaeological interest is unchanged, and its 

relationship with its wider setting and the group of Monuments below Strontoiller is still readily 

appreciable. The impact is considered to be of ‘negligible’ magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ 
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sensitivity, resulting in an effect of ‘negligible’ significance which is not significant for the 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 Loch Nell/Dun Neil 

7.7.137 This group consists of two Scheduled Monuments situated on or north of Loch Nell. They may 

not be contemporary but both share a defensive function and are geographically located with 

reference to Loch Nell, and this is an important part of their settings. The group consists of 

the Loch Nell crannog (SM4219) and the Dun on the higher ground to the north at Dun-neil 

(SM4181). The Proposed Development is situated at some distance to the south-east, and 

the deletions of T7, T9, T15 and T17 from the layout presented at Scoping has served to 

ensure that the turbines are firmly associated with the upland above Torinturk Farm and 

Behind Corr Chnoc (and do not appear as if coming down slope towards Loch Nell).  

 SM4181 Dun Neil, dun 100m NE of Dun-neil Scheduled Monument 

7.7.138 This Scheduled  Monument consists of traces of a Dun or defence settlement on  a ridge of 

high land above Dun-neil Farm, north of Loch Nell. It lies approximately 3.1km north-west of 

T11 (see Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34). Its significance resides in its archaeological value.  

7.7.139 Although very limited traces remains, the Monument may retain evidence relating to its 

construction and occupation and the activities of communities in the Glen Lonan area. It is  

part of a range of prehistoric Monuments, representing ritual, burial and settlement activity, 

which form a rich and connected resource along Glen Lonan and around Loch Nell, which 

adds to its value. 

7.7.140 The setting of the Monument relates to is position on elevated ground north of Loch Nell and 

immediately overlooking the open, flatter ground and collection of prehistoric Monuments at 

Strontoiller to its east. Extensive views from the Monument in all directions are available, and 

these are considered important to understanding its function and specific location, but it is the 

availability of these views, in terms of its defensive function (with all round visibility) rather 

than what specifically is in them that is considered determinative. The Dun does not appear 

to have a specific link or association with the land on which the Proposed Development sits. 

7.7.141 A visualisation is presented as Viewpoint 15 (see Figure 7.30 a-e in Technical Appendix 

7.3). This shows that the Proposed Development will be visible to the south and south-east, 

above the skyline on high ground to the east of Loch Nell and south-east of Torinturk Farm. 

Views towards the Dun from Strontoiller will be unaffected (the turbines will be behind the 

viewers) and in views towards the Dun from the West (when approaching along the minor 

road into Glen Lonan) the turbines will appear as more distant parts of the background, 

separated from the Dun and not intruding into key views towards it. 

7.7.142 Notwithstanding the presence of the Proposed Development in views to the south and south-

east, the archaeological value of the Monument, from which its significance is mainly derives 

is unaffected. The contribution of the wider setting to the ability to understand the form, 

function and topographic location of the Monument is similarly unaffected. As a result, the 

impact is considered to be ‘negligible’, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, and the effect is 

assessed as of ‘negligible’ significance and not significant for purposes of the EIA 

Regulations. 



Corr Chnoc Wind Farm  
Environmental Impact Assessment Report  
 
 

7-36 

 

 

 SM4219 Loch Nell,crannog 200m NE of Rubha Namoine Scheduled Monument 

7.7.143 This Scheduled Monument consists of a small island representing the remains of a prehistoric 

defensive settlement, situated within the northern part of Loch Nell. It is located approximately 

2.1km west of T13 (see Figure 7.8 and Figure 7.34). 

7.7.144 The Monument is significant for its archaeological evidence relating to prehistoric occupation 

of the area. Its setting is determined by its location as an island in the northern part of the 

loch, and this also defines its defensive function. 

7.7.145 Although predicted to be intervisible with all of the turbines of the Proposed Development, 

which will sit above and beyond the high ground on the eastern side of the Loch, the ability to 

appreciate the location of the Monument and its defensive nature will be unaffected  as its 

form as an island, separated from the shore and set within the Loch remains readily 

appreciable. Its archaeological value is also unaffected.  

7.7.146 The magnitude of impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity. 

The effect is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for purposes of the EIA 

Regulations. 

 Dalanses/Dalineun 

7.7.147 This group includes the cairn group at Dalanses (SM 4156) and the Chambered cairn further 

to the south (SM4155). The group of cairns closer to Dalnaneun Farm (SM3992) is also 

included here based on their proximity to each other, as well as their broadly contemporary 

age and similar forms. Note that the location name Dalanses is that shown on the Ordnance 

Survey mapping, but the Monument name (Dalaneas) is that shown on the HES portal. 

7.7.148 These Monuments have a setting which is in part related to Loch Nell, as well as to the wider 

flood plain at Kilmore to the south and at the bottom of Glen Feochan. The Dalanses Group 

is more related to the Loch, occupying higher ground above the south-western shore, but in 

visual range of the Dalnaneun group further to the south. It is these relationships along the 

Loch side and north/south from Kilmore that are important in this respect. Many of the 

Monuments occupy higher ground with respect to their immediate surroundings, suggesting 

that visibility towards the Monuments and between the Monuments may have been important 

factors in their locations.  

7.7.149 The design of the Proposed Development has changed since that presented at scoping, with 

the deletion of six of the former 18 turbines. The deletions and movements of the remaining 

turbines have in large part been prompted by heritage concerns raised by HES. Following the 

deletion of turbines T7, T9, T15 and T17, and the moving of T18 further south-east, the 

Proposed Development now sits further back into the higher ground east of Loch Nell, and so 

reduces the prominence of turbines in views in that direction, and confirms their association 

with the higher ground and upland areas, rather than directly overlooking the valleys and Loch. 

 SM3992 Dalnaneun, cairns 240m and 275m WNW of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.150 This Scheduled Monument comprises two prehistoric cairns of the late Neolithic or Bronze 

Age, dating probably from the second millennium before Christ (BC). They survive as 

substantial, circular turf-covered mounds of stones, some 80m apart. The northernmost of the 

two measures 23m in diameter and the southernmost measures 15m in diameter. They stand 

to a height of 1.4m and 0.9m respectively. They are of particular interest because of their 

proximity to each other and to other similar cairns in the vicinity, and because of their position 

along a land bridge connecting the sea loch, Loch Feochan to the southwest, Glen Feochan 
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to the southeast and Loch Nell to the northeast. They are located in rough grazing, west of 

Dalineun approximately 1.9km south-west of T18 (see Figures 7.12 and 7.34). 

7.7.151 The Monument has archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of burial/ritual 

practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Kilmore area. The Monument has group 

value as part of the larger group of prehistoric Monuments in the Kilmore area, and around 

Loch Nell (including the cairn groups at Dalaneas and Kilmore), and along Glen Feochan to 

the south and south east. 

7.7.152 Their setting is related to the valley floor, south of Loch Nell and north-west of Glen Feochan. 

This is now an area of improved fields with some areas of rising ground and moss, slopping 

away generally to the south-west and Loch Feochan. Their wider archaeological setting 

includes the group of related Monuments in the Kilmore area, including the nearby Dalaneas 

and Kilmore Cairns (to north and south respectively), and the Monuments further to the south 

and at the bottom of the Glen Feochan.  

7.7.153 Review of the ZTV indicates that parts of up to four turbines only (likely limited to parts and 

tips of blades) may be visible from this location, above and behind the higher ground at Beinn 

Mholach, Ton Donn and Sron Mhor to the east. However, it is considered that even where 

part of turbines may be visible, this does not affect the archaeological value of the cairns, nor 

the relationship of the cairns to each other, the related groups at Dalaneas and Kilmore, nor 

the experience of the valley bottom setting. These relationships are readily appreciable on the 

ground, and where intervisible, the turbines of the Proposed Development, will not feature in 

the foreground, but typically in the periphery of views when looking north-south between this 

Monument group and its neighbours. The ability to appreciate the density of related 

Monuments in this area, and their possible location with reference to each other is not 

affected, even where the turbines may be visible above the valley sides in views to the east. 

7.7.154 As a result the impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, which 

is assessed as of ‘negligible’ significance and not significant for purposes of the EIA 

Regulations. 

 SM4155 Dalineun, chambered cairn 265m S of Dalaneas Scheduled Monument 

7.7.155 This Scheduled Monument is a chambered cairn of Neolithic date, built and used between 

4000 and 1500 BC. It is visible as a low grass-covered mound in the centre of which a large 

stone chamber is visible as an upstanding structure. The upper surfaces of the slabs of a large 

cist are also visible protruding above the turf, some 2m to the SW. The chambered cairn 

stands at about 20m aOD in a valley floor location on land that slopes gently east towards 

Loch Nell. It is located approximately 2km south-west of T18 (see Figures 7.8 and 7.34). 

7.7.156 The Monument is located in open fields to the west of the southern part of Loch Nell, which it 

overlooks. Its setting includes the Loch, and the group of cairns to its immediate north at 

Dalaneas, and to its south around Dalineun. Its wider archaeological setting includes the 

group of broadly contemporary and related Monuments in the Kilmore area and around Loch 

Nell. 

7.7.157 The Monument has archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of burial/ritual 

practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Kilmore area.  The Monument has group 

value as part of the larger group of prehistoric Monuments in the Kilmore area, and around 

Loch Nell (including the cairn groups at Dalaneas to the north) and around Kilmore and along 

Glen Feochan to the south and south east. 
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7.7.158 Parts of up to four turbines only (mostly limited to blades/blade tips, but with one turbine visible 

including hub and part of tower) are predicted to be visible from this location, above and 

behind the higher ground at Beinn Mholach and Tom Donn to the east. A visualisation is 

presented as Viewpoint 7 (Figure 7.22 a-e, Technical Appendix 7.3). However, it is 

considered that even where parts of turbines may be visible, this does not affect the 

archaeological value of the cairns, nor the relationship of the cairns to each other, the related 

groups at Dalaneas and Kilmore, nor the experience of the valley bottom and loch side setting. 

The ability to appreciate the density of related Monuments in this area, and their possible 

location with reference to each other is not affected, even where the turbines may be visible 

above the valley sides in views to the east. 

7.7.159 As a result the impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, which 

is assessed as of ‘negligible’ significance and not significant for purposes of the EIA 

Regulations. 

 SM4156 Dalaneas, chambered cairn 90m SSE of, & cairns 30m SW of & 100m SSW of 

Scheduled Monument 

7.7.160 This Scheduled Monument comprises three prehistoric burial cairns. One is a chambered 

cairn of the Neolithic or Bronze Age, built and used probably between 4000 and 1500 BC. It 

is visible as a circular turf-covered mound of stones, approximately 20m in diameter and 1.5m 

high. This cairn has been built on the western end of a natural curving ridge known as the 

'Serpent Mound'. The two other cairns lie 70m to the west and 90m to the west-north-west. 

They represent potential burial cairns of similar dates. The cairns lie on ground that slopes 

down to the western side of Loch Nell, overlooking the southern half of the Loch. They are 

approximately 2.1km west of T18 (see Figures 7.8 and 7.34). 

7.7.161 The Monument group is located in open fields to the west of the southern part of Loch Nell, 

which it overlooks. Its setting includes the Loch, and the group of cairns to its immediate south 

at Dalineun and beyond. Its wider archaeological setting includes the group of broadly 

contemporary and related Monuments around Loch Nell, and around Kilmore. 

7.7.162 The Monument group has archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of 

burial/ritual practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Kilmore area.  The Monument 

has group value as part of the larger group of prehistoric monuments in the Kilmore area, and 

around Loch Nell (including the cairn groups at Dalineun, Dalnaneun and Kimore to the south 

and south-east). 

7.7.163 The Proposed Development is predicted to be visible from this location, above and behind the 

higher ground at Beinn Mholach and Tom Donn to the east. Visualisations are presented as 

Viewpoints 5 and 6 (see Figures 7.20 a-g and 7.21 a-e, Technical Appendix 7.3). It is clear 

from the visualisations that whilst the turbines will be clearly visible in views east across the 

Loch, they do not affect the ability to appreciate the relationship of the cairns to each other, 

the related groups further south at Dalineun/Dalnaeun and Kilmore, nor the experience of the 

valley bottom and loch side setting. The ability to appreciate the density of related Monuments 

in this area, and their possible location with reference to each other is not affected, 

notwithstanding the visibility of the Proposed Development in views to the east. There does 

not appear to be any specific feature (natural or otherwise) on the eastern shore of Loch Nell 

or on the ridgeline above it with which the Dalaneas group has a relationship, into which the 

turbines intrude. The upland area occupied by the Proposed Development does not form a 

part of the setting of the Monument which contributes to understanding its significance (which 

as stated lies primarily in its archaeological interest, and in the relationship it has with the 

broadly contemporary Monument group to the south, within the wider Kilmore area). 
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7.7.164 The archaeological value in the cairns, and the contribution made by the setting to their 

significance as part of a wider group throughout the lowland south of Loch Nell is unaffected. 

As a result, the impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, which 

is assessed as 'negligible' and not significant for the purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 Kilmore 

7.7.165 Two Monuments in Klimore were identified within the SA as requiring further assessment due 

to their proximity to the Proposed Development. These are the cairn group north east of Cleigh 

House (SM3967) and the group of cairns east of Kilmore House (SM 4094). 

 SM3967 Kilmore House, cairns and enclosure 345m NNE of Cleigh House,  Scheduled 

Monument 

7.7.166 This Scheduled Monument comprises two cairns and a circular earthwork, dating from the 

Neolithic or Bronze Age (sometime between 4000 and 1000 BC). The cairns are visible as 

turf-covered stony mounds, and the enclosure as a low earthwork. They are located in a field 

on low ground in the valley south of Loch Nell and west of the River Nell, approximately 1.8km 

west of T18 (See Figures 7.12 and 7.34). 

7.7.167 The Monument has archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of burial/ritual 

practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Kilmore area. The Monument has group 

value as part of the larger group of prehistoric Monuments in the Kilmore area, and around 

Loch Nell (including the cairn groups at Dalineun and Dalaneas to the north), and along Glen 

Feochan to the south and south east. 

7.7.168 The setting of this Monument is related to the valley floor, south of Loch Nell and north-west 

of Glen Feochan. This is now an area of improved fields with some areas of rising ground and 

moss, slopping away generally to the south-west and Loch Feochan. Its archaeological setting 

includes the group of related Scheduled Monuments in the Kilmore area, including the nearby 

Dalineun (SM4155) and Dalneas Cairns (SM4156), and the Monuments further to its south 

(east of Kilmore House, SM4094)) and at the bottom of the Glen Feochan. 

7.7.169 Analysis of the ZTV suggests that parts of up to four turbines only are predicted to be visible 

from this location, above the ridgeline of the high ground at Sron Mhor  and Tom Donn to the 

east. This limited presence will not affect the ability to understand the archaeological value of 

the Monument’s component parts, nor the relationship to related Monument groups to north 

and south (near Loch Nell and further toward Kilmore). The Proposed Development, although 

partially visible from within the setting of the Monument, occupies an upland area that is not 

considered to form a part of that setting, nor to affect the contribution made by setting in terms 

of understanding the Monument’s relationship to the valley and other Monuments within it. 

7.7.170 Taking the above into account, the impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ in magnitude upon 

an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for the 

purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 SM4094 Kilmore House, cairns 85m NE & 200m ENE of, Scheduled Monument 

7.7.171 This Scheduled Monument consists of the remains of two cairns, surviving as low mounds in 

agricultural land to the north-east of Kilmore House, approximately 1.9km south-west of T18 

(see Figures 7.12 and 7.34). 

7.7.172 The Cairns are located in open fields in the floodplain between the River Nell (south of Loch 

Nell) and the Feochan Bhearg at the western end of Glen Feochan. This location in the valley 
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bottom, east of the high ground at Sron Mhor is considered to define it setting. The cairns 

have a wider archaeological setting as part of a group of broadly contemporary and similar 

Monuments in the Kilmore/Glen Feochn and Loch Nell area. 

7.7.173 The Monument has archaeological value in its own right, providing evidence of burial/ritual 

practice amongst prehistoric communities in the Kilmore area. The Monument has group 

value as part of the larger group of prehistoric Monuments in the Kilmore area, and around 

Loch Nell (including the cairn groups at Dalineun SM4155 and Kilmore, SM3967), and along 

Glen Feochan to the south and south east. Although only one of this group of two cairns lies 

within the ZTV (the western-most), the Monument has been included for assessment given 

its association with similar and broadly contemporary Monuments within the wider 

Kilmore/Loch Nell area. 

7.7.174 One component of the Monument (the western-most cairn only) is predicted to be intervisible 

with parts of only up to four of the turbines of the Proposed Development, based on the ZTV. 

This incidental visibility will not affect the ability to appreciate the relationship of the two 

component parts to each other, nor to the other Monument groups throughout the Kilmore 

area, including the cairns and enclosure north-east of Cleigh House to the north. The 

archaeological value of the cairns, from which the Monument mainly derives its significance 

is unaffected. 

7.7.175 Consequently, the impact is assessed to be ‘negligible’ in magnitude, upon an asset of ‘high’ 

sensitivity, the result of which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant for the purposes 

of the EIA Regulations. 

 Glen Feochan 

7.7.176 Only one designated asset within Glen Feochan is considered to have the potential to receive 

a potentially adverse effect upon its setting. This is the Dun at the Head of the Glen, south of 

Kilbride Farm. The Glen runs to the south-east from the flat ground at Kilmore, with steeply 

rising ground to south and north. There is no visibility of the Proposed Development from the 

lower slopes or bottom of the Glen, and no heritage assets (designated or otherwise) are 

anticipated to receive any effect on their settings. One Monument, Dun Ladain fort (SM4304) 

occupies a rise of higher ground at the heads of the Valley and was therefore considered to 

require further assessment. 

 SM4304 Dun Iadain, fort 490m SW of Kilbride Scheduled Monument 

7.7.177 This Scheduled Monument consists of traces of a prehistoric fort occupying an elevated 

position on a rocky hill or outcrop at the head of Glen Feochan, approximately 1.5km south of 

T14 (see Figure 7.12 and Figure 7.34). 

7.7.178 Its significance derives from its archaeological and historic value. In particular its 

archaeological value lies in the evidence it may hold of how the fort was constructed, and 

occupied. Its location relates to wider settlement patterns, and control of resources and 

communities in the Argyll and Lorn region from the prehistoric period. 

7.7.179 The Monument is situated at the head of the Glen, and its setting is related to this position, 

controlling access down the Glen and towards the higher ground to the east, including the 

area around Kilbride Farm and the higher tracks towards Musdale to the south-east. It 

occupies an elevated and defensible position above the Feochan Bheag burn, with minor 

streams to its south and west (which feed the Foeochan Bheag), and the steep slopes of 

Creag Ghlasrack to the south.  
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7.7.180 The Monument lies in relatively close proximity to the Proposed Development. 

Notwithstanding the presence of higher ground at Creag Dubh to the north of the Dun and 

between it and the Proposed Development, it is predicted that parts of all the turbines of the 

Proposed Development will likely be visible as a new addition in views to the north. However, 

the degree to which the turbines are likely to be visible will be limited to parts of blades and 

blade tips above the vegetation and ridgeline in views to the north. However, the Monument 

has extensive views in all directions, and it is the views east-west that are considered 

important (that is, down Glen Feochan), as these relate specifically to the control and 

dominant place it has over the head of the Glen. The turbines will not feature in competition 

with the Dun in approaches from the west, heading up the Glen, where the outcrop on which 

the Dun maintains its dominant position (see Viewpoint 18, Figure 7.33 a-i Technical 

Appendix 7.3.). 

7.7.181 Notwithstanding the presence of the turbines in views to the north from the Dun, its 

archaeological value is unchanged, and the ability to appreciate its form, function and 

topographic location and setting in relation to the Glen is also unchanged. The impact is 

assessed as ‘low’, upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effects of which is assessed a ‘minor’ 

and not significant for the purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 Loch Feochan 

7.7.182 One asset was considered to have the potential for an effect upon its setting. This is the Dun 

east of Dunach. 

  SM3993 Dunach, dun 600m ENE of Scheduled Monument 

7.7.183 This Scheduled Monument consists of traces of a Dun or defended settlement, located south-

west of Dunach Farm and located on the northern bank at the head of Loch Feochan, 

approximately 3.2km south-west of T18 (see Figures 7.12 and 7.34).  

7.7.184 The Monument is significant primarily for its archaeological value. It will hold some 

archaeological value relating to its occupation and use in the prehistoric period. It has 

additional value as one of a group of related Monuments occupying coastal positions 

throughout Argyll and Lorn, and in particular it may have association with the settlement and 

similar Monument types in the Kilmore, Lerags and Glen Feochan area. 

7.7.185 It occupies a slightly elevated position, on the lower slopes of Cnoc Fraoich, south-west of 

Dunach Farm. It lies immediately adjacent to the coast at the head of the loch, and it is this 

that defines its setting. 

7.7.186 Based on analysis of the ZTV, parts of up to four of the turbines of the Proposed Development 

are predicted to be intervisible from the Dun, in relatively distant views to the north-west, 

above the vegetation/plantation on the higher ground of Sron Mor and Sron Mheadhon. This 

limited visibility of parts of turbines is not considered to affect the archaeological interest in 

the Monument, nor to adversely impact the ability to appreciate its topographic location and 

the importance of its Lochside location to its setting, which is fundamentally related to its 

coastal position and it is views along the coast and down the loch that are important in this 

regard. The relatively distant presence of (parts) of turbines in views inland, even where 

visible, will not affect this primary setting. The impact is considered to be ‘negligible’ upon an 

asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not significant 

for the purposes of the EIA Regulations. 
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 Non-Designated ‘Nationally Important’ Heritage Assets  

7.7.187 WoSAS requested that non-designated heritage assets which are recorded in their Sites and 

Monuments Record (SMR) and non-statutory register (NSR) as ‘Probably Nationally 

Important’ or ‘Almost Certainly Nationally Important’ should be considered. As set out in the 

SA (Technical Appendix 7.2) only one such asset has been identified and this is discussed 

below; 

 WoSAS PIN1355 An Coinneachan Chapel 

7.7.188  This heritage assets consists of the remains of a chapel and presumed associated burial 

ground on a shelf on higher ground to the south-east of Torinturk Farm. It is situated 

approximately 2.3 km to the north-west of T6 (see Figure 7.34), referenced as 1355. The 

remains form a roughly oval enclosure surrounded by a rough turf covered low wall, levelled 

on its western side.  A low mound and a small circular heap of stones suggest internal features 

interpreted as a possible chapel and ‘cell’. The chapel is assumed to be of medieval date. Its 

significance lies primarily in any archaeological evidence it may hold for medieval religious 

and burial practices. 

7.7.189 Its setting is the open hill side on which it is located, overlooking the northern end of Loch Nell 

to its west, and the flatter ground north of the Loch and around Strontoiller to the north-west, 

with rising ground to its east. Its topographical position is at the head of a small valley housing 

an unnamed stream which descends north-west towards Torinturk Farm. The position is 

relatively sheltered with slightly higher ground further to its west, and the ground rises more 

steeply to its east. This setting strongly suggests the visual associations of the chapel lie to 

the west and north-west. The heritage asset itself no longer has any strong visibility in the 

landscape and is effectively not visible except in close proximity. 

7.7.190 Analysis of the ZTV indicates that parts of up to nine of the turbines of the Proposed 

Development may be visible from the chapel site, but it is likely that, due to the nature of the 

intervening rising ground to the east, that only the upper parts will be visible (this is helped by 

the removal of T7 and T9 from the Scoping layout which would have sat much closer to the 

top of the ridge line below which the chapel sits).  As stated above, it is considered that the 

significance of the chapel lies in its archaeological value. The ability to appreciate its form, 

and the arrangement of its surviving remains will not be affected, whether or not turbines may 

be visible from this location, and the intrinsic archaeological value is unchanged. The 

relationship of the heritage asset to its surroundings, and in particular the western and north-

western facing open aspect of its location are not affected, and the turbines will be behind the 

viewer when looking in this direction. 

7.7.191 Taking the above into account, it is considered that there is an impact of ‘negligible’ magnitude 

upon an asset of ‘high’ sensitivity, the effect of which is assessed as ‘negligible’ and not 

significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

 Decommissioning Phase  

7.7.192 Assuming no additional land take is required to facilitate removal of the Proposed 

Development infrastructure, no direct effects on any heritage assets are predicted as a result 

of decommissioning the Proposed Development at the end of its operational life. 

7.7.193 Apart from the temporary presence of cranes and other plant required during this phase, no 

additional indirect, visual or other effects are anticipated to occur to any heritage assets within 

or beyond the Site boundary. Any predicted operational effects upon the settings of any 
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heritage assets will be reversed by decommissioning (all other current conditions remaining 

the same). 

 Cumulative Assessment  

7.7.194 Although there are a considerable number of wind farms in the wider area of the Site (including 

those consented and operational, as well as those at application stage  - see Figures 6.12 to 

6.13 Chapter 6: ‘Landscape and Visual Assessment’ ), only those in relatively close 

proximity to a given development (effectively within the overlapping 10km areas from the 

Proposed Development and cumulative wind farm developments concerned) are considered 

to have the potential to cause a significant cumulative effects on the settings and cultural 

significance of heritage assets as a result of the addition of the Proposed Development. 

Consequently this assessment has considered cumulative wind energy development to 20 

km. These are listed in Table 7.6 below (status correct as of the 2 July 2024 cumulative cut-

off date). Schemes at Scoping Stage are not considered as part of this assessment. 

Table 7.6 Cumulative wind energy development within a 20km radius  

Name / Status 
Distance to Nearest 

Proposed Turbine 

Number of 

turbines 
Blade tip height 

Operational/ Under Construction 

Beinn Ghlas  4.1km 14 55m 

Barran Caltunn  5.1km 2 67m 

Carraig Gheal 5.9km 20 125m 

An Suidhe 19.2km 23 80m 

Consented 

Blarghour 14.8km 17 136.5m 

Application / Appeal 

Blarghour Variation 15.2km 14 180m 

An Càrr Dubh 16.3km 13 180m 

Ladyfield 19.6km 13 200m 

 Beinn Ghlas 

7.7.195 The operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is located on higher ground to the south-east of 

Barguillean (and approximately 4.5km from the nearest Proposed Development turbine, T4), 

but has very little interaction with or visibility in Glen Lonan and from the assets within it. Being 

set back into the Beinn Ghlas upland area, and given the relatively limited height of the 

turbines (at only 55m to blade tip), it is difficult to see except in rare views and then only at 

distance. It is not considered that this operational wind farm and the Proposed Development 

have the potential to cause any cumulative harm to any asset identified within the Outer Study 

Area, or assessed in the SA or in this chapter. No cumulative effects are assessed to occur. 

 Barran Caltunn 

7.7.196 The operational Barran Caltunn Wind Farm consists of two turbines situated on higher ground 

to the north-west of the Proposed Development (approximately 5.1km from T6). It is not visible 

from within Glen Lonan, nor from the southern shore of Loch Nell, nor within the Kilmore or 

Glen Feochan areas. Analysis of the ZTV indicated that there is theoretical visibility from the 

vicinity of Clach Na Carraig Standing Stone (SM2244), but experience on the ground suggests 

that any visibility from here is very limited due to intervening high ground. The relationship of 

the Standing Stone to the nearby Cairn (SM4005) and Stone Circle (SM3914) and to the other 

Scheduled Monuments south of Strontoiller is not in any case changed. Even where the 

turbines of Barran Caltunn are visible from the lower ground south of Strontoiller, they are at 
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some distance (over 2.3 km) to the north-east, and in completely the opposite direction from 

the Proposed Development. Taking into account the small scale of Barran Caltunn, and its 

distance from and location in respect of the Proposed Development, it is considered that there 

is no potential for a significant cumulative effect upon any of the assets identified in the Outer 

Study Area, or assessed in the SA. No cumulative effect is considered to occur. 

 Carraig Gheal 

7.7.197 The operational Carraig Gheal Wind Farm lies to the south-east of the Proposed 

Development, on the high ground at Carraig Gheal, approximately 5.9km from T2. Analysis 

of the ZTV indicates that it has no intervisibility with any of the heritage assets assessed here 

that lie within Glen Lonan, Glen Feochan (including Dun ladain, SM4304 and the cairn near 

Musdale SM4197) or on the lower ground around Kilmore and the shores of Loch Nell. 

Therefore, it is considered that there is no potential for a significant cumulative effect upon 

any of the assets identified in the Outer Study Area, or assessed in the SA. No cumulative 

effect is considered to occur. 

 An Suidhe 

7.7.198 The operational An Suidhe Wind Farm is situated over 19km to the south-east of the Proposed 

Development. Analysis of the ZTV indicates that it has no visibility from Glen Lonan, 

Strontoiller, Glen Feochan, or the areas around Loch Nell and Kilmore and it has no interaction 

with or visibility from any of the assets considered in this assessment, nor the SA. Therefore, 

it is considered that there is no potential for a significant cumulative effect upon any of the 

assets identified in the Outer Study Area, or assessed in the SA. No cumulative effect is 

considered to occur. 

 Blarghour 

7.7.199 This consented wind farm lies just under 15km to the south-east of the Proposed 

Development. Analysis of the ZTV indicates that it has no visibility from Glen Lonan, 

Strontoiller, Glen Feochan, or the areas around Loch Nell and Kilmore and it has no interaction 

with or visibility from any of the assets considered in this assessment, nor the SA. Therefore, 

it is considered that there is no potential for a significant cumulative effect upon any of the 

assets identified in the Outer Study Area, or assessed in the SA. No cumulative effect is 

considered to occur. Therefore, it is considered that there is no potential for a significant 

cumulative effect and no cumulative effect is considered to occur. 

 Blarghour Variation 

7.7.200 Blarghour Variation Wind Farm is an application to increase the heights (but reduce the 

numbers) of turbines of the consented Blarghour Wind Farm discussed above. The nearest 

turbine of the Variation application is slightly further away from the Proposed Development, 

at 15.2 km. The proposed increase in tip height (from 136.5m to 180m) does extend the ZTV 

for the Variation application. However, analysis of the ZTV indicated that  there is still no 

visibility of the Blarghour Variation application from Glen Lonan, Strontoiller, Glen Feochan, 

or the areas around Loch Nell and Kilmore, and hence there is no interaction with or visibility 

from any of the assets considered in this assessment nor in the SA. No cumulative effect is 

considered to occur. 

 An Carr Dubh 

7.7.201 The An Carr Dubh Wind Fam is in application. It lies over 16 km to the south-east of the 

Proposed Development. Analysis of the ZTV demonstrates there is no visibility from Glen 
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Lonan, Strontoiller, Glen Feochan, or the areas around Loch Nell and Kilmore, and there is 

no interaction with or visibility from any of the assets considered in this assessment or in the 

SA. No cumulative effect is considered to occur. 

 Ladyfield 

7.7.202 The Ladyfield Wind Farm is in application, It is situated over 19.5 km to the south-east of the 

Proposed Development, on high ground above Inverary. Analysis of the ZTV demonstrates 

there is no visibility from Glen Lonan, Strontoiller, Glen Feochan, or the areas around Loch 

Nell and Kilmore, and there is no interaction with or visibility from any of the assets considered 

in this assessment or in the SA. No cumulative effect is considered to occur. 

7.8 Mitigation  

Construction Phase 

7.8.1 The following section sets out proposed mitigation for identified construction impacts and 

measures to prevent impacts occurring, as appropriate. It is considered that any mitigation 

can be secured through the imposition of an appropriately worded planning condition. Details 

can be agreed with the relevant authority, in the form of a Written Scheme of Investigation. 

Delivery can be further ensured through specific commitments within the Construction 

Environment Management Plan (CEMP). The purpose of the CEMP is to ensure that 

environmental concerns (including with regard to the historic environment) are appropriately 

addressed, and that statutory duties with regard to the environment, and any agreed 

commitments or conditions are complied with. Appropriate environmental measures and 

mitigations etc., will be integrated into the CEMP underpinning the proposed construction 

programme in accordance with best practice. 

 Glenamachrie Cairns (SM 4121) 

7.8.2 Although not directly affected, this Scheduled Monument is very close to the proposed access 

track which is part of the Fearnoch Forest Access Area, as that crosses the floor of Glen 

Lonan. As a precaution, fencing will be installed alongside the proposed infrastructure and 

areas required for construction in order to prevent accidental physical intrusion on to the 

Scheduled Monument.  

7.8.3 This fencing will be established prior to commencement of any construction, and the location 

of the Monument and requirement to avoid it will be outlined to construction staff via signage 

and through tool box talks (as part of general site-wide heritage briefing). The erection and  

maintenance of this fencing will form part of the CEMP, and the responsibility of maintaining 

the fence during construction and monitoring condition of the Monument will lie with the 

appointed Principal Contractor.  

 Stonewalls 

7.8.4 Impacts to the non-designated stone walls within the Site have been minimised where 

possible though design by routing access tracks and locating infrastructure to avoid the walls. 

Where possible, use will be made of any micrositing allowance to avoid walls within those 

sections identified in Section 7.6 above, consistent with being able to maintain safe and 

achievable curves and gradients to allow component delivery and construction of the 

Proposed Development. 
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7.8.5 Where avoidance is not possible, removal of walling will be required (this results in an effect 

predicted as ‘minor’ and not significant for purpose of the EIA Regulations as set out in 

Section 7.6 above). 

7.8.6  Where removal of walling cannot be avoided, it will be limited to the minimum possible to 

achieve the required construction aims. Wall ends will be dressed to avoid further 

deterioration. Wall sections to be removed will be subject to a limited appropriate record (to 

include location, materials and construction type), to be set out and agreed in the form of a 

Written Scheme of Investigation to be approved by the relevant authority. 

7.8.7 The sections to be removed, and the recording and management requirements will be set out 

in the CEMP, as will  any monitoring arrangements. This will be the responsibility of the 

Principal Contactor. 

7.8.8 Walls will be reinstated on decommissioning, using the original materials removed and stored 

for that purpose. 

 Unknown Archaeological Remains 

7.8.9 Although the presence of any currently unknown nationally or regionally important 

archaeological remains is not expected, should any such remains survive within the Site, any 

damage or destruction might constitute an effect to be considered of ‘moderate’ or ‘major’ 

significance (as noted in Section 7.6 above). 

7.8.10 It is proposed that a limited programme of archaeological works be undertaken. This would 

initially comprise a final walkover, including areas within Fearnoch Forest where new track is 

proposed and could include pre-construction recording of sections of stonewalls which cannot 

be avoided. Depending on the results of the walkover and wall-recording, a limited 

archaeological watching brief be undertaken as appropriate during construction. This will 

afford an opportunity to identify and record any significant remains in the unlikely event that 

any such do survive, permitting their preservation by record. On the creation of such a record, 

the predicted significant effects predicted will be reduced to an effect of “negligible” 

significance. 

7.8.11 The scope and extent of any archaeological work, along with any proposed mitigation as noted 

elsewhere in this Section will be set out in the form of Written Scheme of Investigation, to be 

agreed with the relevant authority. Full details will be included in the Construction Environment 

Management Plan as appropriate, and the responsibility of ensuring that this requirement is 

met will lie with the Principal Contractor. 

 Operational Phase 

7.8.12 It was recognised during design that the Proposed Development had the potential to adversely 

affect the significance and settings of heritage assets in its immediate vicinity. In particular, 

the group of heritage assets in Glen Lonan and around Loch Nell were considered to be more 

sensitive in this regard. The Proposed Development has taken into account responses 

received from HES at Scoping and further feedback in subsequent consultation Resultantly, 

the design has been changed with, the deletion of a number of turbines, specifically T1, T3,  

T7 and T9 on the north-eastern side of the Wind Farm Area, as well as T15 and T17 on the 

south-western side. The removal of these turbines reduces the presence of the Proposed 

Development in views down Glen Lonan from the east, from across Loch Nell from the west, 

and reduces the potential adverse effects of turbines in views uphill and to the south from 

heritage assets within Glen Lonan. This has had the effect of reducing potential effects on the 

group of Scheduled Monuments around Glenamachrie,  and between Glenamachrie and 
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Clachadow, as well as in longer views down the Glen from the Duns at Barguillean and 

Duntanachan. . Similarly, the layout has sought to push the Proposed Development further 

back up hill and to the east so as to be less prominent in views to the east across Loch Nell 

from the Monument group at Dalanses and Dalnineun The design of the Proposed 

Development has consequently built in, or embedded, mitigation to reduce potential adverse 

settings effects. 

7.8.13 Although some effects of ‘minor’ significance are identified upon the settings of seven heritage 

assets, all Scheduled Monuments within Glen Lonan (SM3872, SM4002, SM3891, SM3910, 

SM 3886 and SM3888) and one Scheduled Monument in Glen Feochan (SM4304), none are 

considered significant for purposes of the EIA Regulations and consequently specific 

mitigation (beyond that embedded in the design of the Proposed Development and discussed 

above) is considered unnecessary and none is proposed. 

 Decommissioning Phase  

7.8.14 No specific mitigation is proposed or considered necessary in respect of the decommissioning 

phase, assuming that no additional land take is required. Should additional land take be 

required, it is proposed that mitigation as specified in respect of the construction phase with 

regard to unknown archaeology and limiting effects on stone walling within the Site be 

implemented. 

7.9 Residual effects 

 Construction Phase 

 Glenamachrie Cairn Scheduled Monument SM4121 

7.9.1 Although no direct impact is predicted, mitigation to prevent accidental intrusion on the 

Scheduled Monument is proposed in Section 7.8 above. 

7.9.2 The proposed mitigation (in the form of fencing) will ensure that no direct impact will occur (an 

effect of “negligible” magnitude. The Monument is of “high” sensitivity, and the assessed effect 

will remain of “negligible” and not significant. 

 Stone Walls 

7.9.3 Where removal of the walls cannot be avoided, mitigation is proposed in form of recording 

and limiting extent of removal, and dressing wall ends to prevent deterioration (collapse of 

exposed ends) in condition. After mitigation, the impact will be considered do “negligible” 

magnitude (in that a record will have been created, upon an asset of “low” sensitivity. The 

overall affect will have been reduced to one assessed as “negligible” and not significant. 

 Unknown archaeological remains 

7.9.4 The implementation of an appropriate scheme of archaeological work is proposed to mitigate 

potentially significant effects in the event that regionally or nationally important archaeological 

remains survive within the Site (where these might be damaged or destroyed by construction 

activities (an impact of “high” magnitude). The mitigation is intended to allow an opportunity 

for any such unknown archaeological remains to be identified and recorded (leading to their 

preservation by record). After the implementation of such a scheme any effects are 

considered to be reduced to “negligible” and not significant. 
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 Operational Phase 

7.9.5 No mitigation is proposed or considered necessary in respect of effects on the settings of 

heritage assets assessed in Section 7.7 above. These are all Scheduled Monuments within 

Glen Lonan (SM3872, SM4002, SM3891, SM 3910, SM 3886 and SM 3888), and one 

Scheduled Monument in Glen Feochan (SM4304) and none of the effects is considered 

‘significant’ for purposes of the EIA Regulations. These predicted non-significant effects will 

last for the duration of the operational lifespan of the Proposed Development. 

 Decommissioning Phase 

7.9.6 No direct impacts are anticipated as a result of the decommissioning phase. Should additional 

land take be required, mitigation in line with that proposed for the construction phase would 

be applied, and the residual effects will remain the same. 

7.9.7 Any residual effects on the settings of heritage assets outside of the Site will be removed, and 

the settings of such assets restored (in the absence of any other change) with the removal of 

the infrastructure of the Proposed Development. 

 Cumulative residual effects 

7.9.8 No cumulative effects have been identified, and consequently no residual cumulative effect is 

considered to occur. 

7.10 Summary  

7.10.1 This assessment has demonstrated that no effects considered ‘significant’ for purposes of the 

EIA Regulations will result to any heritage assets (after mitigation) as a result of the 

construction and operation of the Proposed Development. 

7.10.2 No known archaeological features within the Site will be subject to any direct impact.   

7.10.3 The potential for direct impacts to currently unknown, buried archaeological features, could 

result in a significant adverse effect from damage or destruction during construction, 

depending on the archaeological significance of such remains (if present). However, the 

likelihood of unknown remains surviving within the Site is considered to be low. Any effect can 

be mitigated by the implementation of an appropriate programme of archaeological work, 

leading to preservation by record. After the implementation of such a programme, any residual 

effect would be “negligible” and not significant. 

7.10.4 One Scheduled Monument lies within the Site (SM4121), but this is not predicted to receive 

any direct effect. It will however be protected by fencing to ensure no accidental intrusion or 

damages occurs. 

7.10.5 A settings assessment has been carried out to assess the potential for effects on the settings 

of designated heritage assets beyond the Site. This is reported in Technical Appendix 7.2, 

Settings Assessment. Subsequently, 28 heritage assets were brought forward for 

consideration in this Chapter. Of these, only seven are assessed as receiving any effect (all 

assessed as ‘minor’ in significance) and all were considered ‘not significant’ for purposes of 

the regulations.  

7.10.6 A summary of the assessment is set out in Table 7.7 overleaf. 
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Table 7.7 Summary of effects 

Receptor Receptor sensitivity Description of potential impact Proposed mitigation Residual effect 
Significant / 

not significant 

Construction Phase 

Receptor      

Unknown 

archaeological 

remains 

“low” to “High” (dependant on 

archaeological significance 

of remain s if present) 

Damage or destruction during 

construction 

Archaeological watching brief 

and recording 

“negligible” to 

“Minor” 

Not Significant 

Operational Phase 

Receptor       

SM3872  High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM3886 High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM3888 High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM3891 High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM3910 High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM4002 High “Minor” effect on setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

SM4304 High “Minor” effect upon setting None “Minor” Not Significant 

Decommissioning Phase 

Receptor      

N/A      

 

 

 


