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Summary 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Savills, on behalf of Galileo Empower UK, to prepare 
an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment of land at the Dunach Estate, near Kilmore, Argyll and 
Bute, centred on National Grid Reference 191605, 726466. This report is intended to support an 
application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the proposed Corr Chnoc 
Wind Farm and serves as a technical appendix to the cultural heritage chapter of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report.  
 
The aims of this study were to assess the known and potential archaeological resource within the 
site and the surrounding area, and to assess the likely impacts of the development proposals on this 
resource. The effect of the development proposals on the archaeological resource will be a material 
consideration in the determination of the planning application. This study has identified no overriding 
heritage constraints which are likely to prohibit development. 
 
The Scheduled Monument ‘Glenamachrie, cairns 850m ESE’ (SM4121) lies within the site, in 
Fearnoch Forest Access Area. However, the Scheduled Monument will not be physically affected by 
the proposed development and will be fenced to ensure no accidental trespass by plant during 
construction of the proposed track. 
 
A small number of archaeological remains are recorded within the site. The majority of these 
comprise remains of a post-medieval or later date and are of limited cultural significance; ruinous 
sheilings, former trackways and drystone walls. Only short sections of walling and trackway will be 
impacted by the proposed development. 
 
This assessment has established that, beyond the known archaeological resource, there is little 
archaeological interest within the site. Due to its boggy upland nature, it is considered very unlikely 
that the site would have provided suitable settlement conditions during any point in history. Instead, 
the site is more likely to have served as a seasonal pasture and exploited for the collection of 
resources such as peat and wild food. Such activity is unlikely to have survived well in the 
archaeological record. 
 
It is considered that any mitigation can be secured through the imposition of an appropriately worded 
Condition. The need for, scale, scope and nature of any further assessment and/or archaeological 
works should be agreed through consultation with the statutory authorities. 
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Corr Chnoc Wind Farm 

Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Savills, on behalf of Galileo Empower UK Ltd 
(the client)., to prepare an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment of land at the Dunach 
Estate, near Kilmore, Argyll and Bute (hereafter ‘the Site’, Figure 1), centred on National 
Grid Reference (NGR) 191605, 726466. 

1.1.2 This report study will support application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 
1989 for the proposed Corr Chnoc Wind Farm, to be submitted to the Energy Consents Unit 
(ECU) with the host planning authority (Argyll and Bute Council) being a consultee in that 
process. 

1.1.3 This report will form Technical Appendix 7.1 of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR). 

1.2 The Proposed Development 

1.2.1 The Proposed Development comprises the Wind Farm Area; an irregular-shaped area 
within which 12 turbines and associated infrastructure are proposed and encompasses 
c.625 ha, situated on the upland south of Glen Lonan, and the Fearnoch Forest Access 
Area; the access track (and a 50m buffer) connecting the Wind Farm to the A85 to the north 
of Glen Lonan, running through Fearnoch Forest, with a total length of 21.4km (Figure 2). 

1.3 Scope of document 

1.3.1 This assessment was undertaken in order to determine, as far as is possible from existing 
information, the nature, extent and significance of the archaeological resource within the 
Site and its environs, and to provide an initial assessment of the potential impact of 
development on the heritage assets that embody that significance. 

1.3.2 This document considers the potential for archaeological remains to survive within the Site, 
which may be subject to damage or disturbance from the construction of the Proposed 
Development. Potential effects on the settings of heritage assets within the Study Area are 
not considered here. A “settings assessment” is provided as Technical Appendix 7.2.  

1.3.3 The Historic Environment, as defined in the Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement 
(Historic Environment Scotland 2016a) and Our Place in Time - The Historic Environment 
Strategy for Scotland (The Scottish Government 2014a) comprises: 

1.3.4 ‘…the physical evidence for human activity that connects people with place, linked with the 
associations we can see, feel and understand.’ 

1.4 Aims 

1.4.1 The specific aims of this assessment are to:  
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 outline the known and potential heritage assets within the Site based on a review of 
existing information within a defined study area; 

 assess the significance of known and potential heritage assets through weighted 
consideration of their valued components; 

 assess the impact of potential development or other land changes on the significance 
of the heritage assets; and 

 make recommendations for strategies to mitigate potential adverse impacts arising 
from the proposed development. 

1.4.2 The setting of designated heritage assets, and any non-physical harm which may result 
from the proposed development, is outside the scope of this assessment. This is addressed 
in a separate assessment (Wessex Archaeology 2024; Settings Assessment Technical 
Appendix 7.2). 

2 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 There is national legislation and guidance relating to the protection of, and proposed 
development on or near, important archaeological sites or historical buildings within 
planning regulations as defined under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013. In addition, local 
authorities are responsible for the protection of the historic environment within the planning 
system. 

2.1.2 The following section summarises the main components of the national and local planning 
and legislative framework governing the treatment of the historic environment within the 
planning process. Further detail is presented in Appendix 2. 

2.2 Designated heritage assets 

2.2.1 Designated heritage assets are defined in Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement 
(Historic Environment Scotland 2016a) as: 

 Ancient monuments, which are designated through scheduling (Scheduled 
Monuments); 

 Buildings and other structures which are designated through listing (Listed Buildings); 

 Conservation areas 

 Historic marine protected areas 

 Gardens and designed landscapes 

 Historic battlefields 

2.2.2 Designation is a formal acknowledgement of a building, monument or site’s significance, 
intended to make sure that the character of the asset in question is protected through the 
planning system and to enable it to be passed on to future generations. 
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2.2.3 Statutory protection is provided to certain classes of designated heritage asset under the 
following legislation: 

 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act (Scotland) 1997;  

 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979; and  

 Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. 

2.2.4 The Planning (Listed Building Consent and Conservation Area Consent Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2015 set out the process for applying for and determining 
applications for Listed Building Consent and Conservation Area Consent. 

2.2.5 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013 includes legislation and guidance on procedures for dealing with planning 
permission applications that affect a Scheduled Monument or its setting, a Category A 
Listed Building or its setting, an Inventory Garden or Designed Landscape, an Inventory 
Battlefield or a World Heritage Site. 

2.2.6 Further information regarding heritage designations is provided in Appendix 2. 

2.3 National Planning Policy in Scotland 

2.3.1 The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4; 2023) sets out Scotland’s national spatial 
strategy. Policy 7 ‘Historic assets and places’ of the NPF4 outlines the principal national 
guidance on the importance, management and safeguarding of the historic environment 
within the planning process in Scotland.  

2.3.2 Further guidance is also given in the Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and 
Archaeology, in the Historic Environment Scotland HEPS (2019) and in Historic 
Environment Scotland’s Our Past, Our Future (2023).  

2.3.3 The Historic Environment Scotland Act became law in December 2014. This established 
the role and function of Historic Environment Scotland (Àrainneachd Eachdraidheil na h-
Alba) which replaced Historic Scotland and also took over the functions of the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). It also 
makes amendments to the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) 
Act 1997 and the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 as it is enacted 
in Scotland. 

2.3.4 To summarise, government guidance provides a framework which: 

 recognises that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource; 

 requires applicants to provide proportionate information on the significance of heritage 
assets affected by the proposals and an impact assessment of the proposed 
development on that significance;  

 takes into account the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of 
heritage assets and their setting; 

 places weight on the conservation of designated heritage assets, in line with their 
significance; and  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commission_on_the_Ancient_and_Historical_Monuments_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commission_on_the_Ancient_and_Historical_Monuments_of_Scotland
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 requires developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any 
heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their 
importance and impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) 
publicly accessible. 

2.3.5 A selection of excerpts from NPF4 and Planning Advice Note 2/2011 is presented in 
Appendix 2. 

2.4 Local planning policy 

2.4.1 The Site is situated within the administrative boundaries of Argyll and Bute Council, which 
formally adopted the Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2 on 28th February 2024. 
This replaces the Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2015 and its associated 
Supplementary Guidance (March 2016), and Supplementary Guidance 2 (December 2016). 
The Plan provides the local planning framework for the Council area. 

2.4.2 Local planning policies, contained within the aforementioned documents, that relate to the 
historic environment and may be relevant to the proposed development are presented in 
Appendix 2. 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The methodology employed during this assessment has been based upon relevant 
professional guidance including the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and 
guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (CIfA 2014). Furthermore, the 
scope of this assessment was based on responses from Historic Environment Scotland and 
West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS) HER. 

3.2 Study Area 

3.2.1 This assessment has used a Study Area that encompasses the area within a 2km radius of 
the Wind Farm Area (as well as the land within it). The equivalent search radius was not 
applied to the area surrounding the proposed access track (the Fearnoch Forest Access), 
as development will be confined within this area, largely using established tracks and in an 
area of commercial plantation. The recorded historic environment resource within the Study 
Area was considered in order to provide a context for the discussion and interpretation of 
the known and potential resource within the Site.  

3.2.2 HER data was requested from within a 15km radius of the Site boundary in order to gain an 
understanding of the wider archaeological resource, and to inform on the potential for 
effects on the settings of heritage assets (reported in Technical Appendix TA 7.2 in Volume 
4 of the EIA Report). However the 2km Study Area is considered sufficient to assess the 
archaeological potential of the Site itself. 

3.2.3 A 1km buffer is included within the figures, solely for reference. 

3.3 Sources 

3.3.1 A number of publicly accessible sources of primary and synthesised information were 
consulted. These comprised: 

 The Historic Environment Scotland Portal (HESP), which gives access to the 
database of all nationally designated heritage assets; 
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 The West of Scotland Archaeology Service Historic Environment Record (HER), 
comprising a database of recorded archaeological sites, find spots, and 
archaeological events within the county; 

 National heritage datasets including Archaeological Data Service (ADS), OASIS, and 
CANMORE; 

 Regional Archaeological Research Framework1for Argyll; 

 Historic maps and Ordnance Survey maps available online, particularly at the National 
Library of Scotland; and 

 Both published and unpublished archaeological reports relating to excavations and 
observations in the vicinity of the Site were studied. 

3.3.2 A bibliography of documentary, archive and cartographic sources consulted is included in 
the References section of this report (Section 8).  

3.4 Assessment criteria – Significance  

3.4.1 The significance or value of heritage assets may derive from a number of different aspects 
of its character. Cultural significance can be artistic, archaeological, architectural, historic, 
traditional, aesthetic, scientific or social and may be intrinsic, contextual or associative 
(Historic Environment Scotland 2016a). Within this document, significance is weighed by 
consideration of the potential for the asset to demonstrate the following value criteria: 

 Evidential value Deriving from the potential of a place to yield evidence about past 
human activity; 

 Historical value Deriving from the ways in which past people, events and aspects of 
life can be connected through a place to the present. It tends to be illustrative or 
associative; 

 Aesthetic value Deriving from the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual 
stimulation from a place; and 

 Communal value Deriving from the meanings of a place for the people who relate to 
it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory. Communal values 
are closely bound up with historical (particularly associative) and aesthetic values, but 
tend to have additional and specific aspects. 

3.4.2 The overall significance of heritage assets has been determined in accordance with the 
categories laid out below in Table 1 (after Highways Agency, 2007; Table 5.1, 6.1 and 7.1). 

Table 1 Categories of heritage assets classified according to significance 

Cultural 
Significance 

Categories 

International 
World Heritage Sites (including nominated sites) 
Assets of recognised international importance 
Assets that contribute to international research objectives 

 
 
1 https://scarf.scot/regional/rarfa/  

https://scarf.scot/regional/rarfa/
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Cultural 
Significance 

Categories 

National 

Scheduled Monuments 
Category A Listed Buildings 
Category B Listed Buildings that can be shown to have exceptional qualities in 
their fabric or historical associations 
Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes of outstanding interest 
Inventory Battlefields 
Non-designated assets of national importance 
Assets that contribute to national research agendas 

Regional 

Category B Listed Buildings 
Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes of special interest 
Conservation Areas 
Assets that contribute to regional research objectives 

Local 

Category C Listed Buildings 
Assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor contextual associations 
Assets with importance to local interest groups 
Assets that contribute to local research objectives 

Negligible Assets with little or no archaeological, architectural or historical interest 

Unknown The importance of the asset has not been ascertained from available evidence 

 
3.5 Assumptions and limitations 

3.5.1 Data used to compile this report consists of secondary information derived from a variety of 
sources, only some of which have been directly examined for the purposes of this Study. 
The assumption is made that this data, as well as that derived from other secondary 
sources, is reasonably accurate.  

3.5.2 The records held by the HER are not a record of all surviving heritage assets, but a record 
of the discovery of a wide range of archaeological and historical components of the historic 
environment. The information held within it is not complete and does not preclude the 
subsequent discovery of further elements of the historic environment that are, at present, 
unknown. 

3.5.3 Given the scale and terrain of the Site, a full site walkover was not undertaken as part of 
this assessment. However, it is considered that the collated data here is sufficient to inform 
this report. Key parts of the surrounding Study Area were visited. 

3.6 Copyright 

3.6.1 This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright (eg, Ordnance 
Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the intellectual property of third 
parties, which Wessex Archaeology are able to provide for limited reproduction under the 
terms of our own copyright licences, but for which copyright itself is non-transferable by 
Wessex Archaeology. Users remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic dissemination of the report. 

4 BASELINE RESOURCE 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following section provides a brief summary of the archaeological and historical 
development of the Site and the Study Area, compiled from the sources summarised above 
and detailed in the references section of this report. The aim is to establish the known and 
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potential historic environment resource that could be affected by the development 
proposals. 

4.1.2 All heritage assets identified within the Study Area are listed in Appendix 3. Assets 
discussed in the text are referred to by their WoSAS Pin number (HER number) or their 
Schedule or Listed Building number (prefaced by SM or LB as appropriate). 

4.2 Landscape context 

4.2.1 The Site encompasses a knolly area of the Craggy Uplands, incised by burns, that 
undulates, in rolling hills, between 140m and 280m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) (Figure 
1).  

4.2.2 The Site lies approximately 1km east of the scattered settlement of Barran/ Kilmore and 
approximately 5km southeast of the centre of the coastal town of Oban. Glen Lonan spans 
the local landscape to the north of the Site, with Loch Nell lying c.400m to the north-east. 
Glen Feochan lies to the southwest of the Site, and to the northwest of Beinn Ghlas is the 
local high point in the landscape (512m aOD). The valley floors generally consists of rough 
grazing land and small settlements. 

4.2.3 The existing Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm is located approximately 3km to the east of the Site 
and Carraig Gheal Wind Farm is located c.5km to the south-east. 

4.2.4 The principal bedrock geology underlying the site is the Lorn Plateau Volcanic Formation, 
composed of andesite and basalt. This igneous bedrock was formed between 423.6 and 
393.3 million years ago, during the Silurian and Devonian periods. Additionally, strata from 
the North Britain Siluro-Devonian Calc-Alkaline Dyke Suite, including microdiorite and 
appinitic dioritic rock, may also be present. These are also igneous bedrocks, formed 
between 443.8 and 358.9 million years ago during the same geological periods. Within the 
valley, these formations are overlain by superficial deposits of alluvium, comprising clay, 
silt, sand, and gravel, a sedimentary deposit formed during the Quaternary period, between 
11.8 thousand years ago and the present (BGS 2024). 

4.2.5 Geotechnical investigation indicates that the Site also contains shallow peaty soils, with 
areas of connected shallow blanket bog and occasional deep pockets of peat (>2.8m). For 
c.70% of the Site, peat depths were found to be below 0.5m, with deep peat (> 1 m) covering 
c.9% of the Site. 

4.3 Designated heritage assets 

Site 

4.3.1 The Scheduled Monument ‘Cairns 850m ESE of Glenamachrie’ (SM4121) lies within the 
Site (Figure 3) within the corridor for the Fearnoch Forest Access Area. The proposed track 
itself does not interact with nor overlap the Scheduled Monument.  There will be no physical 
impact. 

Study Area 

4.3.2 There are 27 Scheduled Monuments within the Study Area. The majority of these comprise 
prehistoric monuments, particularly funerary or ritual monuments, grouped and/or 
intervisible within the valleys. 

4.3.3 Two Listed Buildings lie within the Study Area: 
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 Category B ‘Kilmore House’ (LB11978), located c.1.9km west of the Site2 

 Category C ‘Kilmore Bridge, River Nell, Barran’ (LB11979) c.1.6km to the west  

4.3.4 There are no World Heritage Sites, Inventory Battlefields, Inventory Garden and Designed 
Landscapes or Conservation Areas within the Study Area. The nearest Conservation Area 
lies c.8.1km north-east of the Site at Lorn Furnace, and the closest Garden and Designed 
Landscape is at Achnacloich (GDL00007) 6km north-east of the Wind Farm Area of the Site 
and 2.3km north-west of the northernmost part of the Fearnoch Forest Access Area (where 
it meets the A85). 

4.3.5 The potential non-physical development effects upon designated heritage assets are not 
considered here (but are assessed in Technical Appendix 7.2). Designated heritage assets 
are discussed further only insofar as they inform the understanding of the historic 
development and archaeological potential of the Site. 

4.3.6 Designated heritage assets located within the Site and Study Area are depicted in Figure 
3. 

4.4 Previous studies 

Site 

4.4.1 No records of any previous intrusive archaeological investigations within the Site have been 
identified during the preparation of this assessment. 

4.4.2 An historic environment desk study was carried out in relation to the refurbishment and 
replacement of an overhead powerline with new underground cable between Taynuilt and 
Tullich (WoSAS PIN 7087). This involved a walkover survey which included a small section 
of the Fearnoch Forest Access Area. No new features were identified in that survey which 
lie within the Site.  

Study Area 

4.4.3 Within the surrounding Study Area, a number of archaeological investigations have been 
carried out, including walkover surveys, watching briefs, and evaluations, illustrated in 
Figure 4. Where relevant, the results of these investigations are discussed in further detail 
in Section 4.5.  

4.4.4 The vast majority of previous investigations in the Study Area have not recorded any 
features or deposits of cultural significance greater than negligible/low. This includes the 
watching brief in closest proximity to the Site, undertaken along the route of a cable trench 
(WoSAS PIN 7327).  

4.5 Archaeological and historical context 

4.5.1 The following section provides a brief summary of the archaeological and historical 
development of the Site and the Study Area, compiled from the sources listed above. The 
potential for the likelihood of as yet unrecorded archaeological remains within the Site is 
informed by the consideration of the known heritage assets within the Study Area, in 
conjunction with the geology and topography of the area.  

 
 
2 Distances are always measured from the closest point on the Site boundary (the redline boundary) unless 
otherwise stated 
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4.5.2 Records obtained from HES, the HER and other sources are listed in Appendix 3 and 
illustrated in Figures 5-7, 9. 

Palaeolithic (970,000–9500 BC) and Mesolithic (8500–4100 BC) 

4.5.3 Human activity throughout the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods was characterised by 
small bands of hunter-gatherers moving through the landscape. Coastal, island and riverine 
regions would have been favourable to the hunter-gatherer communities of these periods, 
due to the abundance of natural resources. Human occupation of Scotland may have been 
seasonal until the Mesolithic. Argyll has some of the most prolific Mesolithic archaeology of 
anywhere in Scotland, partly due to the availability of resources here in prehistory (Scottish 
Archaeological Research Framework (SCARF)).  

4.5.4 Despite the prolific nature of Mesolithic archaeology within the region, the only recorded 
evidence is of a Mesolithic flint scatter (WoSAS PIN 91518), located 1.9km south-west of 
the Site. In addition, there are no recorded remains of Palaeolithic date. There is no specific 
expectation for Palaeolithic or Mesolithic material to be present within the Site.  

Neolithic (4100–2500 BC) and Bronze Age (2500–800 BC) 

4.5.5 The Neolithic and Early Bronze Age are characterised by a gradual transition from hunter-
gatherer lifestyles to more settled societies concerned with agriculture and pastoralism. 
Archaeological sites and monuments from these periods tend to be associated with funerary 
and ritual activities, whilst evidence of domestic settlement is scarce in Argyll (SCARF). 
Between 2200 and 800 BC, parts of Argyll enjoyed a period of great prosperity due to an 
ability to control the flow of metal from Ireland to elsewhere in Scotland and northern 
England (SCARF).  

4.5.6 A great number of Neolithic and Bronze Age remains are recorded within the Study Area, 
in a concentration so considerable that HES has identified the area between Loch Nell and 
the sea as a ritual landscape of at least regional importance.3 It is probable that the 
monuments here were created over many centuries, reflecting the re-use and veneration of 
earlier foci of ritual activity. Figure 9 illustrates the distribution of monument/site types. 

4.5.7 Dating to the late Neolithic or Bronze Age, prehistoric burial cairns were often used for 
burials, frequently overlying several graves.4 A total of 20 Scheduled cairns and 10 
unscheduled suspected cairns are recorded within the Study Area, including two 
chambered cairns approximately 1.4km to the west of the Site (SM4156, SM4155). 
Chambered cairns are often found on or close to good arable or pasture land, as here, 
where they lie just above the valley floor and may be the earliest monuments established in 
the glen.5 

4.5.8 Cairns are frequently inter-visible, often positioned to maximise their visual impact. In the 
relatively narrow and confined landscape of the glens lying either side of the Site, the cairns 
would have gradually revealed themselves as one travelled through the valleys. It is likely 
that they continued to hold a significant place in the landscape as monuments and markers 
of ancestors long after the graves were sealed.6 Their location may also have denoted 

 
 
3 https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM4155 
4 most commonly from the late third millennium BC to the early second millennium BC 
5 https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM4156  
6 https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM3992  

https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM4155
https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM4156
https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/SM3992
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ownership of better agricultural land in an otherwise difficult landscape, and none are 
positioned on the surrounding hilltops. 

4.5.9 Approximately 1.6 km west of the site lies an earthwork identified as a probable henge 
(SM3967), situated among the cairns. As is typical of henges, this feature occupies 
relatively low-lying ground near water and fertile agricultural land. It forms part of a broader 
ritual complex, which includes other Neolithic or Bronze Age monuments. 

4.5.10 Within the Study Area, standing stones are located in Glen Lonan to the north of the Site. 
The monolithic stones (SM3886, SM2244; WoSAS PIN 1347, 1358) lie at the valley bottom, 
close to the river and in proximity to cairn monuments. A stone circle (SM3886) lies at the 
northern end of the glen, composed of 31 rounded boulders of various sizes and occupying 
partially marshy land. 

4.5.11 Whilst the majority of the ritual monuments are almost exclusively situated along the valley 
floors, cup-markings, also known as cup-and-ring rock art, are recorded on higher ground 
within the Study Area. Two clusters of the art form are apparent on the northern side of 
Loch Nell, 1.4-1.9km north-east of the Site, and two examples of the slopes of Glen Lonan, 
c.400m west of the Site. The rock art suggests that the Neolithic and Bronze Age inhabitants 
were interacting with a range of external contacts, with comparable carvings found in Britain, 
Ireland and Galicia (SCARF).  

4.5.12 Neolithic and Bronze Age remains within the Study Area suggest that, with the exception of 
rock art sites, activity was restricted to the more hospitable Glens and shores of the Loch. 
The Site, as peaty upland, would not have provided suitable settlement conditions, though 
it may have been exploited for resources. The distribution patterns of the monuments do 
not suggest any potential for monuments of these periods to be encountered within the Site, 
which itself does not appear to be associated with the lowland ritual landscape. There is 
some potential, however, for isolated artefacts such as flint implements.  

Iron Age (800 BC–AD 400)  

4.5.13 The Iron Age saw increasing settlement of the landscape, further development of trade 
networks and agriculture, and a growth in population. Ritual and funerary sites were no 
longer the most visible features within the landscape, with settlement sites becoming more 
of a focus during this period. Fortified settlements, known as duns and forts, began to 
appear in prominent places in the landscape, whilst crannogs were constructed on small 
islands (both artificial and natural). Relatively few Iron Age sites have been excavated in 
Argyll, and consequently the period is not well researched here (SCARF). 

4.5.14 None of the duns or forts within the Study Area have been excavated, and without intrusive 
investigation, it is unclear whether some of the fortified sites are contemporary or show a 
gradual spread of groups of peoples along the valley. Indeed, it cannot be fully said if they 
are all of potential Iron Age date as such sites continued in use into the Early Medieval 
period. 

4.5.15 The fortified settlements, of which four are Scheduled Monuments, are again positioned 
within the Glens Lonan and Feochan, illustrating a continued use of the land here, more 
suited to farming than the uplands. The defensive nature of these settlements does suggest 
a changing social, economic and political environment, in that such defences were seen as 
necessary. Whilst the earlier ritual monuments would have remained notable markers in the 
landscape during the Iron Age, the positioning of the duns and forts are likely to have been 
determined by advantageous viewpoints, the control of access through the glens, and 



 

Corr Chnoc WF support 
 Archaeological Desk-based Assessment 

 

14 

Doc ref 291920.1 
Issue 1, Nov 2024 

 

control of the agricultural land along the valley bottoms. No Iron Age remains have been 
recorded on high ground within the Study Area. 

4.5.16 Of the three recorded crannog sites on Loch Nell, north of the Site, one has been partially 
excavated at the south-west edge of the Loch (WoSAS PIN 1088). Thought to be an artificial 
island, the excavation revealed peat ash, bones, charcoal and nuts. 

4.5.17 It is possible that some of the undated features in the landscape may also date to this period, 
including hut circles (WoSAS PIN 1365, 1363) situated near Stontoiller and Clachadow in 
Glen Lonan, and some of the enclosures recorded along the valley bottoms. However, 
without intrusive archaeological investigation, this remains uncertain. 

4.5.18 It is likely that the Site continued to form a marginal upland area during the Iron Age, away 
from the fortified settlement sites of the Glens. Whether ownership was claimed over the 
Site by one or several of the peoples in either of the Glens is unclear. However, it may have 
been exploited for resources such as peat, or used as seasonal pasture.  

Early Medieval (AD 400–1100) 

4.5.19 Between AD 400 – 1100, the Kingdom of Dál Riata (Argyll) was a Gaelic speaking region. 
During this period Vikings first arrived in Argyll, and Christianity became increasingly 
important. Although Argyll and Bute has some of the most important early medieval sites 
and stone monuments in Scotland, archaeological evidence is very sparse (SCARF). 

4.5.20 As previously mentioned, the unexcavated duns, forts and crannogs within the Study Area 
have the potential to be of early medieval date, as they continued to be the primary 
settlement forms of the period. A cross-decorated stone (WoSAS PIN 1372) located c.970m 
north of the Site may be of early medieval date based on its form and decoration. The cross 
may have acted as a marker for a mendicant cleric's preaching site that served the 
distributed farming communities along the valley. 

4.5.21 As in prehistory, the focus of settlement and farming activity is most likely to have been the 
Glens beneath the Site. There is no evidence to suggest land within the Site would have 
been exploited in any different way from earlier periods. 

Medieval (AD 1100–1600) 

4.5.22 Medieval settlement remains are elusive in Argyll, as in much of Scotland. With the 
exception of the few buildings associated with duns and castles, very little has been 
conclusively dated to the twelfth to fifteenth centuries. A distinct lack of remains in areas 
surrounding later settlements suggests some form of discontinuity and break in the nature, 
location and/or form of settlement (SCARF). 

4.5.23 The small, un-named island at the northern end of Loch Nell (SM4219), c.1.2km north of 
the Site, is either partly or wholly of artificial origin, and represents the only dated (though 
unexcavated) medieval settlement remains within the Study Area. Now a Scheduled 
Monument, the island was mentioned in two 14th century charters and may have been a 
dwelling place of the Campbells of Lochnell.  

4.5.24 During the medieval period, the church was a central part of society. By the 12th century, 
the focus was shifted away from the Celtic church to a more Latinised church (SCARF). In 
Kilmore, 1.5km south-west of the Site, the ruins of the Church of St Bean and its graveyard 
are designated as a Scheduled Monument (SM4231). First recorded at the start of the 14th 
century, the construction of the church illustrates that Kilmore was well settled by this period.  
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4.5.25 Away from the valley bottoms, remains of a medieval chapel and burial ground are recorded 
c.920m north of the Site (WoSAS PIN 1355). The associated enclosure wall appears to pre-
date the adjoining rig-and-furrow cultivation remains. 

4.5.26 Medieval rig-and-furrow earthworks were created over time through the ploughing of narrow 
strips of land, with the plough turning the soil to the right and gradually pushing up central 
ridges. The evidence survives as a series of higher ridges separated by furrows 
(depressions) (Rackham 1986). Other medieval remains within the Study Area are 
agricultural in nature, and include areas of rig-and-furrow between 760m and 2km to the 
north-east of the Site, associated with field boundaries and culverts (WoSAS PIN 51291, 
68963, 68963, 68768).  

4.5.27 Whilst it appears that activity had begun to expand beyond the narrow Glens in the medieval 
period, these were still very much the focus for settlement and agriculture in the area. The 
Site is likely to have formed seasonal pasture for the surrounding settlements during this 
period, as well as being exploited for other resources. It is possible that the inhabitants of 
the villages practiced transhumance within the Site; moving livestock in a seasonal cycle. 
In the milder weather, upland pastures were used for cows and sheep by the inhabitants of 
the permanent settlements, also serving to remove the grazing animals from fields that 
could be put to arable use.  Settlement remains of this date within the Site are therefore 
considered unlikely, though there may be some potential for medieval remains associated 
with transhumance. 

Post-medieval to Modern (AD 1600–present day) 

4.5.28 At the beginning of the period, Argyll was predominantly rural, with multiple families in joint 
tenancy farms practicing subsistence farming. This gradually developed into single 
ownership farms and state-owned forests, with the majority of people living in villages and 
small towns. In the 17th century, conflicts between clans had considerable effect on local 
communities, the economy and settlement patterns (SCARF). 

4.5.29 The Highland Clearances were the forced evictions of a significant number of tenants in the 
Scottish Highlands and Islands, primarily in two phases from 1750 to 1860. Drainage, 
enclosure, consolidation of larger farms, the introduction of new stock (sheep over black 
cattle, principally) and crop rotation became widespread. Essentially, Highland estates were 
being re-drawn along commercial lines, and often involved eviction and relocation of the 
population followed by poverty and famine.7 It is likely that some of the undated clearance 
cairns recorded in the Study Area are associated with the Clearances. 

4.5.30 Many of the records for the post-medieval period held by the HER relate to townships. A 
township is a group of agricultural smallholdings (each with its own few hectares of land) 
which hold a large tract of unimproved upland common grazing - known as a "shieling". 
Each township comprises a formal legal unit, the extent of which often varied according to 
the quality of the land. A number of the undated townships and farmsteads within the Study 
Area are likely to have developed during this period. 

4.5.31 Four small buildings are recorded within the Site, detected on aerial photographs from 1969. 
These are considered likely to be shielings of post-medieval date, but the site has not been 
visited. Shieling huts were used as summer shelters by communities practicing 
transhumance. The huts were generally smaller in length and breadth than township 
houses, occasionally being multi-room. Midden heaps are a common feature in front of the 

 
 
7 https://scottishhistorysociety.com/the-highland-clearances/  

https://scottishhistorysociety.com/the-highland-clearances/
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huts, where refuse built up over time.8 The buildings are not visible on satellite imagery of 
the Site. 

4.5.32 Maps of the late 18th to 20th century do not illustrate any notable features within the Site. 
The shieling huts appear neither on the Roy Military Survey Maps of 1747-559 nor the 1st 
edition of the Ordnance Survey in 1870 (Figure 8). The latter does however depict a 
trackway leading south from Creag a’ Chomaid and south passed Corr Chnoc, which 
passed approximately 30m from the recorded location of the huts and may indeed have 
served them. A further track, the majority of which is now lost, is illustrated passing north-
south broadly through the centre of the Site, and the parish boundary is plotted c.500m to 
the east of it. 

4.5.33 Land divisions in the 19th century (and later) are represented by sections of drystone walling 
surviving across the Wind Farm Area. These are shown on Ordnance Survey mapping from 
the 1st edition onwards. One wall, transecting the Site north to south, also denotes the parish 
boundary between Kilbride and Kilmore Parish, and Ardchattan and Muckairn Parish (in 
which Glen Lonan lies). 

Undated 

4.5.34 A great number of undated remains are recorded within the Study that have either not been 
subject to archaeological investigation, or take a form that is not specific to a particular 
period. These include enclosures, field walls and boundaries, former quarries, and the 
aforementioned clearance cairns, farmsteads, and townships. These features follow the 
same general trend of lying within the Glens. 

4.5.35 Two undated features are recorded within the Site, both in the Fearnoch Forest Access 
Area. A field boundary (WoSAS PIN 68807) to the south of Deadh Choimhead, comprising 
a tumbled drystone wall 1m wide by 0.75m high (max), is recorded passing perpendicular 
to the current trackway. It is poorly preserved, being heavily disturbed and truncated in 
places by forestry plantation and ploughing). 

4.5.36 A section of the current trackway is recorded as a ‘trackway depicted on the Ordnance 
Survey 1st Edition maps (1875) running in a NNW-SSE alignment from Clachadow Farm to 
the north-west side of Deadh Choimhead’ (WoSAS PIN 68769). The feature is described 
as 1 - 2m wide and partially metalled, and it traverses the valley slope and passes through 
the current forestry plantation before becoming overgrown and inaccessible.  

4.5.37 The remains of an undated circular enclosure (WoSAS PIN 12986) are recorded 
approximately 8m south of the Fearnoch Forest Access Area and are understood not to 
extend into the Site boundary. 

5 ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVIVAL, POTENTIAL AND SIGNIFICANCE 

5.1 Previous Impacts and Survival 

5.1.1 It is anticipated that, as the Site has remained undeveloped, any disturbance to buried 
archaeological remains that may be present would be largely restricted to truncation caused 

 
 
8 https://scarf.scot/national/scarf-modern-panel-report/modern-case-studies/case-study-transhumance-and-
shielings/  
9 https://maps.nls.uk/geo/roy/#zoom=14.3&lat=56.38510&lon=-5.40291&layers=0  

https://scarf.scot/national/scarf-modern-panel-report/modern-case-studies/case-study-transhumance-and-shielings/
https://scarf.scot/national/scarf-modern-panel-report/modern-case-studies/case-study-transhumance-and-shielings/
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/roy/#zoom=14.3&lat=56.38510&lon=-5.40291&layers=0
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by modern agricultural activity. Overall, there is good potential for archaeological remains 
to have survived undisturbed within the Site. 

5.1.2 The boggy, wet environment of the Site has the potential to preserve organic material in 
anaerobic conditions that would not usually survive. 

5.2 Archaeological Potential and Significance 

5.2.1 Due to the lack of previous investigation, the archaeological potential of the Site is not 
particularly well understood at present. However, there is no current indication that any 
potential, as yet unknown, features within the Site would be of highest significance (i.e. 
equivalent to Scheduled Monuments). As such, it is considered that the potential 
archaeological resource within the Site is unlikely to require preservation in situ.  

Known Archaeological Resource 

5.2.2 The Glenamachrie Cairns Scheduled Monument (SM4121) lies immediately adjacent 
(within 10 m) to the proposed access track (but not physically impacted by it). The 
Scheduled Monument consists of the traces of possible cairns along with evidence of former 
rig and furrow agriculture. The cairns have previously been damaged by forestry activity. 
Previous excavations did not identify direct burial evidence, although it was suggested that 
some possible kerb stones existed. No trace of these was noted in field survey carried on 
in 2011, nor in the site visit conducted to inform this assessment in September 2024. It is 
possible that the cairns were simply traces of field clearance, rather that prehistoric burials. 
Irrespective of this, the cairns are deemed of national significance by their scheduling.  

5.2.3 A group of possible shielings (WoSAS PIN 14717) lie within the northern part of the Wind 
Farm Area (and will not be affected by any of the infrastructure of the Proposed 
Development). The asset is assumed to be sheiling huts related to upland grazing and herd 
management activities, and potentially of post-medieval date. Such ruins are relatively 
common, and would provide little insight into the post-medieval population, and as such are 
considered to be of low heritage value. 

5.2.4 A number of lengths of dry-stone walling survive within the Site; both in the Wind Farm Area 
and along Fearnoch Forest Access Area. These appear to be located as shown on the 
Ordnance Survey mapping. They are likely 19th century (and later) in date, relating to land 
division and stock management (and in one case, following a parish boundary). Whilst the 
walls form a part of the wider heritage interest of the Site, they are considered to be of low 
heritage value. 

5.2.5 The remains of an undated track recorded within Fearnoch Forest Access Area is of 
negligible archaeological significance. 

Unknown Archaeological Remains 

5.2.6 It is considered that there is very limited potential for nationally or regionally important 
unknown (buried or otherwise unrecorded) archaeological remains to survive within the 
Wind Farm Area or Fearnoch Forest Access Area.  

5.2.7 Despite the abundance of Neolithic and Bronze Age remains within the Study Area, this 
activity has only been recorded within lower ground or on the lower slopes of the Glens and 
around the shores of the Loch. The Site, as peaty upland, would not have provided suitable 
settlement conditions throughout prehistory, though it may have been exploited for 
resources and/or used as seasonal pasture. Whether ownership was claimed over the Site 
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by the end of prehistory by the peoples of the Glens is uncertain, but, like resource 
gathering, this is unlikely to be archaeologically visible. 

5.2.8 There is some potential, however, for isolated prehistoric artefacts such as flint implements 
to be encountered within the Site. Such finds would likely be of only local significance, based 
on their limited ability to increase understanding of prehistoric activity in the area. 

5.2.9 Whilst it appears that activity had begun to expand beyond the Glens below the Site in the 
medieval period, the Site is likely to have continued as seasonal pasture for the surrounding 
settlements. Domestic remains of this date within the Site are therefore considered unlikely, 
though there may be some potential for medieval and later remains associated with 
transhumance. Such remains would be of negligible archaeological significance. 

5.2.10 Any sub-surface remains of former trackways within the Site, visible on historic mapping, 
would be of little to no archaeological significance 

6 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT EFFECTS 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 This section provides an initial assessment of the potential effects of the proposed 
development in relation to elements of the historic environment resource that may be 
subject to physical impacts.  

6.2 Development proposals 

6.2.1 The proposed wind farm development will have a generating capacity in excess of 50 
Megawatts. The development will comprise:  

 12 wind turbines, each up to a maximum tip height of 200m, with associated 
transformers and switchgear; 

 Foundations at each turbine; 

 Areas of hardstanding at each turbine to facilitate turbine erection and component 
replacement during the operational life if required; 

 A network of new and upgraded tracks throughout the Site extending to 21.4 
kilometres (km) and 17 watercourse crossings (12 new and five upgraded); 

 A Battery energy storage system (BESS) up to 25MW capacity; 

 Borrow pits used to source some of the stone and aggregate required for construction 
purposes; 

 A substation and control building which would house switchgear and metering 
equipment as well as welfare facilities for employees; 

 A network of buried cables linking the wind turbines and BESS with the onsite 
substation which would then link to the wider electricity transmission network; 

 Biodiversity enhancement; and 

 Temporary construction compounds and storage 
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6.3 Statement of potential impact 

Designated heritage assets  

6.3.1 Only one designated asset lies within the Site (i.e., within the redline boundary); the 
Scheduled Monument, known as Glenamachrie, cairns 850m ESE (SM 4121). Located 
immediately to the north of the minor road through the Glen, and adjacent to the proposed 
access track from Fearnoch Forest, the Scheduled Monument comprises traces of 
prehistoric cairns and an area around them where associated evidence may survive. No 
direct or indirect physical impact is anticipated.  

Archaeological remains 

6.3.2 The shieling huts will not receive any direct impact. The given location is approximately 
350m to the north of the neatest proposed infrastructure (the access track loop running to 
T18) and approximately 850 m from the closest proposed wind turbine (T13). 

6.3.3 Whilst the design has sought to minimise impacts to the unrecorded dry-stone walls within 
the Site, some impacts cannot be avoided, due to the need to maintain gradients and curves 
to allow delivery of the infrastructure components. Limited sections will be affected by the 
Proposed Development. Taking into account the overall length of walling existing within the 
Site, the heritage impact is considered low.  

6.3.4 The remains of an undated track recorded within Fearnoch Forest Access Area will be 
incorporated within the new track. This is likely to impact the makeup of the track, but this 
would be considered a low heritage impact. 

6.3.5 With regards to unknown sub-surface archaeological remains, the implementation of the 
Proposed Development is anticipated to entail the following sources of ground disturbance 
and excavations: 

 Construction activities, such as setting up a secure construction compound within the 
Site, plant movement, temporary access tracks;  

 Topsoil stripping; 

 Excavation of new foundations for the turbines and ancillary buildings, and of 
service/ducting/cable trenches; 

 Excavation of borrow pits 

 Installation of services, drainage and other infrastructure; 

 Establishment of the new access route, and internal access tracks; 

 Removal of vegetation; 

 Erection of perimeter fencing and CCTV;  

 Installation of grid connection cabinet and transformation enclosures; and  

 Landscaping and environmental enhancement works, including supplementary 
planting. 
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6.3.6 The most destructive elements of the development proposals in terms of below ground 
archaeology (should any such remains be present within the Site) would be associated with 
the main construction areas, i.e. foundations for the buildings and turbines, and within the 
footprint of the borrow pits. New sections of trackway have the potential for similar levels of 
impact where the road base extends beyond the topsoil. 

6.3.7 The potential for areas of hardstanding to impact any sub-surface remains would be 
dependent on the depth of the hardstanding, but is likely only to impact the upper soil 
horizons. 

Summary 

6.3.8 Whilst it is considered unlikely to encounter unknown archaeological remains within the Site, 
the aforementioned works have the potential to result in the damage to or loss of any buried 
archaeological features which may be present within their footprint. This could, in turn, result 
in a total or partial loss of significance of these heritage assets.  

6.3.9 Any adverse impact to buried archaeological features would be permanent and irreversible 
in nature. This potential adverse effect could be reduced through the implementation of an 
appropriate scheme of archaeological mitigation, discussed below.  

6.3.10 Overall, given the scale of the Site, the potential for sub-surface impact to impact any below-
ground archaeological remains is low 

7 CONCLUSIONS 

7.1.1 The effect of the development proposals on the known and potential archaeological 
resource will be a material consideration in determination of the planning application. This 
study has identified no overriding cultural heritage constraints which are likely to prohibit 
development. 

Designated heritage assets  

7.1.2 Whilst the Glenamachire Cairns (SM 4121) Scheduled Monument lies within the Site 
boundary, there will be no physical impacts upon this designated heritage asset. 

Archaeological remains 

7.1.3 This assessment has established that there is little archaeological interest within the Site. 
Due to the boggy upland nature of the Site, it is considered very unlikely that it would have 
provided suitable settlement conditions during any point in history.  

7.1.4 Despite the abundance of Scheduled Neolithic and Bronze Age remains within the Study 
Area, the archaeological resource suggests that activity was restricted to the Glens beneath 
the Wind Farm Area. The distribution patterns of the monuments do not suggest any 
potential for monuments of these periods to be encountered within the Site, and it does not 
appear to be associated with the lowland ritual landscape. 

7.1.5 Instead, the Site is more likely to have served as seasonal pasture and exploited for 
collection of resources such as peat, and wild food. Such activity is unlikely to have survived 
well in the archaeological record. 

7.1.6 Remains of a post-medieval or later date within the Site, such as the ruinous shielings and 
drystone walling are of little archaeological significance, and any as-yet unrecorded remains 
of a similar nature and date would be of equally little heritage value. 
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Mitigation 

7.1.7 It is considered that any mitigation can be secured through the imposition of an appropriately 
worded Condition. Details can be agreed with the relevant Authority, in the form of a Written 
Scheme of Investigation in response to a Condition. Delivery can be further ensured through 
specific commitments within the Construction Environment Management Plan. 

7.1.8 Although not directly affected, the Glenamachire Cairns (SM 4121) Scheduled Monument 
is very close to proposed infrastructure. As a precaution, fencing will be installed alongside 
the proposed infrastructure and areas required for construction in order to prevent 
accidental physical intrusion on to the Scheduled area. This fencing will be established prior 
to commencement of any construction, and the location of the Monument and requirement 
to avoid it will be outlined to construction staff.  

7.1.9 Impacts to the 19th century stone walls within the Site have been minimised where possible 
through design by routing access tracks and locating infrastructure to avoid the walls. 
Where possible, use will be made of any micro-siting allowance to avoid walls. Where 
avoidance is not possible, removal of walling will be required, and walls ends will be dressed 
to as to avoid further deterioration. Wall sections to be removed will be subject to a limited 
appropriate record (to include location, materials and construction type), to be set out and 
agreed in the form of a Written Scheme of Investigation to be approved by the relevant 
Authority. Walls will be reinstated on decommissioning, used the original materials removed 
and stored for that purpose. 

7.1.10 Although the presence of any currently unknown nationally or regionally important 
archaeological remains is not expected, the potential for and significance of any potential 
remains within the Site could not be accurately determined on the basis of the available 
evidence. It is therefore proposed that a limited programme of archaeological works be 
undertaken. This would initially comprise a final walkover, including areas within Fearnoch 
forest where new track is proposed, and could include pre-construction recording of 
sections of stonewalls which cannot be avoided. Depending on the results, a limited 
watching brief could be undertaken during construction. This will afford an opportunity to 
identify and record any significant remains in the unlikely event that such do survive, 
permitting their preservation by record.  

7.1.11 The scope and extent of any archaeological work will be set out in the form of Written 
Scheme of Ingestion, to be agreed with the relevant Authority. 
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APPENDICES  

Appendix 1: Terminology 

Glossary 
The terminology used in this assessment, including relavant definitions contained within Scottish 
Planning Policy (2014): 
 

Conservation 
The process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in a way that 
sustains and, where appropriate, enhances its significance. 

Designated heritage assets 
World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Protected Wreck 
Sites, Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes, Inventory Battlefields and 
Conservation Areas designated under the relevant legislation. 

Heritage asset 
A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree 
of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage 
interest.  

Historic environment 
Physical evidence for human activity that connects people with place, linked with 
the associations we can see, feel and understand. 

Historic environment record 
A public, map-based data set, primarily intended to inform the management of the 
historic environment. 

Setting  

More than the immediate surroundings of a site or building, and may be related to 
the function or use of a place, or how it was intended to fit into the landscape of 
townscape, the view from it or how it is seen from areas round about, or areas that 
are important to the protection of the place, site or building. 

Significance  

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage 
interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. 
Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also 
from its setting. 

Value An aspect of worth or importance  

 
Chronology 
Where referred to in the text, the main archaeological periods are broadly defined by the following 
date ranges: 
 

Prehistoric Historic 

Palaeolithic 970,000–9500 BC Early medieval AD 400–1100 

Early Post-glacial 9500–8500 BC Medieval AD 1100–1600 

Mesolithic 8500–4100 BC Post-medieval AD 1600–1800 

Neolithic 4100–2500 BC 19th century AD 1800–1899 

Bronze Age 2500–700 BC Modern 1900–present day 

Iron Age 800 BC–AD 400   
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Appendix 2: Legislative and planning framework 

 
Designated Heritage Assets: 
 

Designation Associated Legislation Overview 

World Heritage 
Sites 

- The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage Committee inscribes World 
Heritage Sites for their Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) – cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to 
transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future generations of all humanity.  Scotland 
protects its World Heritage Sites and their settings, including any buffer zones or equivalent, through the statutory designation 
process and through the planning system. The National Planning Policy Framework sets out detailed policies for the 
conservation and enhancement of the historic environment, including World Heritage Sites, through both plan-making and 
decision-taking. 

Scheduled 
Monuments 
and Areas of 
Archaeological 
Importance 

Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 
1979 

Under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, the Secretary of State (DCMS) can schedule any site which 
appears to be of national importance because of its historic, architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest. The 
function of compiling and maintaining the schedule of monuments in Scotland was conferred on Historic Environment Scotland 
under the Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014. Additional controls are placed upon works affecting Scheduled Monuments 
under the Act. Under the Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014 powers are transferred to Historic Environment Scotland in 
relation to the grant, modification and revocation of Scheduled Monument Consent. 

Listed 
Buildings  

Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) Act 1997 
 
Planning (Listed Building 
Consent and Conservation 
Area Consent Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2015 

In Scotland, under Section 1 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Secretary of State is 
required to compile lists of buildings of special architectural or historic interest, on advice from such persons or bodies of persons 
as appear to him appropriate as having ‘special knowledge of, or interest in, buildings of architectural or historic interest’. Under 
the Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014, this duty was conferred to Historic Environment Scotland. Under the same act 
functions in relation to the grant, modification and revocation of listed building consent was also conferred to Historic 
Environment Scotland. 
The process for applying for and determining applications for Listed Building Consent are addressed in the Planning (Listed 
Building Consent and Conservation Area Consent Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2015. 

Conservation 
Areas 

Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) Act 1997 
 
Planning (Listed Building 
Consent and Conservation 
Area Consent Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2015 

A Conservation Area is an area which has been designated because of its special architectural or historic interest, the character 
or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. In most cases, Conservation Areas are designated by Local 
Planning Authorities. Section 64 (1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 requires 
authorities to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of Conservation 
Areas.  Under the Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014, Historic Environment Scotland may also designate Conservation 
Areas. 
The process for applying for and determining applications for Conservation Area Consent are addressed in the Planning (Listed 
Building Consent and Conservation Area Consent Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2015. 

Inventory 
Gardens and 
Designed 

- Both Inventories are administered by Historic Environment Scotland. These designations are non-statutory but are, nevertheless, 
material considerations in the planning process. Local authorities must consult Historic Environment Scotland on development 
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Designation Associated Legislation Overview 

Landscapes 
and Inventory 
Battlefields 

proposals that they consider will affect an Inventory Garden and Designed Landscape and should ensure any impacts upon 
Inventory Battlefields are considered. 

Historic Marine 
Protected Area 

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 allows the Scottish Ministers to designate any area of the Scottish marine protection area as a 
historic marine protected area (a ‘Historic MPA’) for the purpose of preserving a marine historic asset of national importance. 

 
 
National Policy Framework 4 (2023): 
 

National Planning Framework 4 (2023) Policy 7 Historic assets and places 
Available at: http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf (Accessed on 25/10/2024) 

a) Development proposals with a potentially significant impact on historic assets or places will be accompanied by an assessment which is based on an 
understanding of the cultural significance of the historic asset and/or place. The assessment should identify the likely visual or physical impact of any proposals for 
change, including cumulative effects and provide a sound basis for managing the impacts of changes. 
Proposals should also be informed by national policy and guidance on managing change in the historic environment, and information held within Historic 
Environment Records. 

b) Development proposals for the demolition of listed buildings will not be supported unless it has been demonstrated that there are exceptional circumstances and 
that all reasonable efforts have been made to retain, reuse and/or adapt the listed building. Considerations include whether the:  

i. building is no longer of special interest;  
ii. building is incapable of physical repair and re-use as verified through a detailed structural condition survey report;  
iii. repair of the building is not economically viable and there has been adequate marketing for existing and/or new uses at a price reflecting its location 

and condition for a reasonable period to attract interest from potential restoring purchasers; or  
demolition of the building is essential to delivering significant benefits to economic growth or the wider community. 

c) Development proposals for the reuse, alteration or extension of a listed building will only be supported where they will preserve its character, special architectural 
or historic interest and setting. Development proposals affecting the setting of a listed building should preserve its character, and its special architectural or historic 
interest. 

d) Development proposals in or affecting conservation areas will only be supported where the character and appearance of the conservation area and its setting is 
preserved or enhanced. Relevant considerations include the: i. architectural and historic character of the area; ii. existing density, built form and layout; and iii. 
context and siting, quality of design and suitable materials. 

e) Development proposals in conservation areas will ensure that existing natural and built features which contribute to the character of the conservation area and its 
setting, including structures, boundary walls, railings, trees and hedges, are retained. 

f) Demolition of buildings in a conservation area which make a positive contribution to its character will only be supported where it has been demonstrated that:  
i. reasonable efforts have been made to retain, repair and reuse the building;  
ii. the building is of little townscape value;  
iii. the structural condition of the building prevents its retention at a reasonable cost; or  

the form or location of the building makes its reuse extremely difficult. 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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National Planning Framework 4 (2023) Policy 7 Historic assets and places 
Available at: http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf (Accessed on 25/10/2024) 

g) Where demolition within a conservation area is to be followed by redevelopment, consent to demolish will only be supported when an acceptable design, layout 
and materials are being used for the replacement development. 
 

h) Development proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported where:  
i. direct impacts on the scheduled monument are avoided;  
ii. significant adverse impacts on the integrity of the setting of a scheduled monument are avoided; or  

exceptional circumstances have been demonstrated to justify the impact on a scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the monument or its setting 
have been minimised. 

i) Development proposals affecting nationally important Gardens and Designed Landscapes will be supported where they protect, preserve or enhance their cultural 
significance, character and integrity and where proposals will not significantly impact on important views to, from and within the site, or its setting. 

j) Development proposals affecting nationally important Historic Battlefields will only be supported where they protect and, where appropriate, enhance their cultural 
significance, key landscape characteristics, physical remains and special qualities. 

k) Development proposals at the coast edge or that extend offshore will only be supported where proposals do not significantly hinder the preservation objectives of 
Historic Marine Protected Areas. 

l) Development proposals affecting a World Heritage Site or its setting will only be supported where their Outstanding Universal Value is protected and preserved. 

m) Development proposals which sensitively repair, enhance and bring historic buildings, as identified as being at risk locally or on the national Buildings at Risk 
Register, back into beneficial use will be supported. 

n) Enabling development for historic environment assets or places that would otherwise be unacceptable in planning terms, will only be supported when it has been 
demonstrated that the enabling development proposed is:  

i. essential to secure the future of an historic environment asset or place which is at risk of serious deterioration or loss; and  
ii. the minimum necessary to secure the restoration, adaptation and long-term future of the historic environment asset or place.  

The beneficial outcomes for the historic environment asset or place should be secured early in the phasing of the development, and will be ensured through the 
use of conditions and/or legal agreements. 

o) Non-designated historic environment assets, places and their setting should be protected and preserved in situ wherever feasible. Where there is potential for non-
designated buried archaeological remains to exist below a site, developers will provide an evaluation of the archaeological resource at an early stage so that 
planning authorities can assess impacts. Historic buildings may also have archaeological significance which is not understood and may require assessment. 
 
Where impacts cannot be avoided they should be minimised. Where it has been demonstrated that avoidance or retention is not possible, excavation, recording, 
analysis, archiving, publication and activities to provide public benefit may be required through the use of conditions or legal/planning obligations.  
 
When new archaeological discoveries are made during the course of development works, they must be reported to the planning authority to enable agreement on 
appropriate inspection, recording and mitigation measures 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology 
Available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/ (Accessed on 28/10/2024) 

Para. 4 Scottish Ministers’ policy for protecting archaeological remains through the planning system is contained in SPP. Government policy is to protect and preserve 
archaeological sites and monuments, and their settings, in situ wherever feasible. Where preservation in situ is not possible, planning authorities should consider 
applying conditions to planning consents, listed building consents and conservation area consents to ensure that an appropriate level of excavation, recording, 
analysis, publication and archiving is carried out before and/or during development. The interpretation and preservation in situ of archaeological remains should be 
seen as a positive resource that can contribute to a sense of place in new development. 

Para. 5 In considering planning applications, planning authorities should take into account the relative importance of archaeological sites. World heritage sites are of 
international importance and scheduled monuments are of national importance and should be preserved in situ and in an appropriate setting. However, not all 
archaeological sites and monuments are of equal importance. 

Para. 15 Prospective developers should undertake an initial assessment of whether a property or area is known or likely to contain archaeological remains as part of their 
pre-planning application research into development potential. Developers may wish to commission their own professionally competent archaeological organisation 
or consultant, whose work should meet the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) [CIfA] quality standards, to develop this aspect of their proposals. It is strongly 
recommended that developers seek early advice from the local authority archaeologist before considering the submission of a planning or a listed building 
application in cases where remains are known or thought likely to exist. Such pre-application consultations and discussions can identify potential archaeological 
issues at an early stage, thereby assisting the smooth processing of a planning application by minimising unnecessary and potentially costly delays. Where a 
proposed development may affect a scheduled monument or its setting contact should be made with Historic Scotland [Historic Environment Scotland] at the 
earliest opportunity. 

 
Local Planning Policy: 
 

Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2 (February 2024) 
Available at:  https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e4137e311864857937eee8f140aeb9e (Accessed on 12/04/2024) 

Policy ref. Title Scope 

19 Scheduled 
Monuments 

There will be a presumption against development that does not retain, protect, conserve or enhance a Scheduled Monument and the 
integrity of its settings. Developments that have an adverse impact on Scheduled Monuments or their settings will not be permitted unless 
there are exceptional circumstances. New development on sites affecting the settings of scheduled monuments must respect their 
architectural, historic and other special qualities and conform to the national policies and guidance including but not limited to the ‘Related 
Documents’. 
 
The developer is expected to satisfactorily demonstrate to the planning authority that the effect of a proposed development on a scheduled 
monument and its wider setting has been assessed and that measures will be taken to protect, conserve and where appropriate enhance 
the special interest of the asset. The use of appropriate setting analysis, design statements, character appraisals and conservation plans 
are expected to facilitate this assessment.  

21 Sites of 
Archaeological 
Importance  

There is a presumption in favour of retaining, protecting, conserving and enhancing the existing archaeological heritage and any future 
discoveries found in Argyll and Bute. When a proposed development would affect a site of archaeological significance, ALL of the following 
will apply: 
 

https://www.dorsetforyou.com/348323
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Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2 (February 2024) 
Available at:  https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e4137e311864857937eee8f140aeb9e (Accessed on 12/04/2024) 

Policy ref. Title Scope 

• The prospective developer will be advised to consult the planning authority and its advisors the West of Scotland Archaeology 
Service (WOSAS) at the earliest possible stage in the conception of the proposal, AND 

• An assessment of the importance of the site will be provided by the prospective developer as part of the application for planning 
permission or (preferably) as part of the  pre-application discussions , AND 

• Relevant policies and guidance including but not limited to the ‘Related Documents’ must be conformed to. 
 
When development that will affect a site of archaeological significance is to be carried out, both of the following will apply: 
 

• Developers will be expected to make provision for the protection and preservation of archaeological deposits in situ within their 
developments, OR 

• Where the planning authority deems that the protection and preservation of archaeological deposits in situ is not warranted for 
whatever reason, it shall satisfy itself that the developer has made appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation, 
recording, analysis and publication and, if appropriate preservation of, the remains. 

 
Where archaeological remains are discovered after a development has commenced both of the following will apply: 
 

• The developer will stop work and notify the WOSAS and the council immediately to enable an assessment of the importance of 
the remains to be made, AND 

• Developers should make appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation, recording, analysis and publication of the 
remains. (Developers may see fit to insure against the unexpected discovery of archaeological remains during work 

 
  

https://www.dorsetforyou.com/348323
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Appendix 3: Gazetteer of heritage assets within the Study Area 

Archaeological remains 
WoSaS Pin Name Period Easting Northing 

91518 Kilmore Mesolithic 188200 725280 

1124 Kilmore, Dalineun / Dalnaneum Neolithic 187990 726700 

1367 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Neolithic 192150 728290 

1371 Strontoiller / Loch Nell / Clath na Carra Neolithic 190670 729140 

1348 Clachadow Bronze Age 193930 728060 

1349 Clachadow Bronze Age 194730 727630 

1352 Clachadow Bronze Age 194680 727300 

69125 Cleigh Mill Bronze Age 188152 725626 

96511 Cleigh Mill Bronze Age 188146 725630 

1079 Kilmore / Kilmore House Prehistoric 188290 725140 

1081 Loch Nell Prehistoric 189300 727900 

1082 Killiechonich Prehistoric 187850 727470 

1083 Killiechonich Prehistoric 188080 727360 

1088 Barnacarry, Loch Nell Prehistoric 188350 726620 

1089 Grianan Mor, Loch Nell Prehistoric 189770 727520 

1091 Kilmore / Kilmore House Prehistoric 188030 725320 

1092 Kilmore / Kilmore House Prehistoric 188450 725220 

1096 Cleigh Prehistoric 187930 725700 

1097 Killorn Prehistoric 188400 725600 

1097 Killorn Prehistoric 188400 725200 

1099 Cleigh / Kilmore Prehistoric 188100 726020 

1100 Kilmore / Cleigh Prehistoric 188110 726070 

1101 Kilmore Prehistoric 188170 725330 
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WoSaS Pin Name Period Easting Northing 

1103 Killiechonich Prehistoric 187640 727400 

1104 Killiechonich Prehistoric 188060 727450 

1105 Kilmore Prehistoric 187940 726870 

1107 Kilmore Prehistoric 188090 726090 

1108 Kilmore Prehistoric 188030 726230 

1109 Kilmore Prehistoric 187940 726920 

1123 Kilmore, Serpent Mound / Dalnaneum Prehistoric 188010 726880 

1125 Kilmore / Moleigh / Cleigh / Loch Nell / Kilmore 4 Prehistoric 188080 726310 

1152 Kilmore Prehistoric 188650 724950 

1347 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 192507 728549 

1347 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 192511 728548 

1347 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 192506 728549 

1350 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 193200 728310 

1354 Clachadow Prehistoric 194410 727710 

1356 Cnoc an t-Seomair, Glenamachrie Prehistoric 192160 728610 

1358 Strontoiller, Clach na Carraig Prehistoric 190766 728957 

1359 Strontoiller Prehistoric 190730 729070 

1360 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie (West) (2) Prehistoric 192128 728700 

1361 Cnoc an t-Sagairt, Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 192100 728560 

1362 Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie (West) (1) Prehistoric 192457 728548 

1363 Strontoiller Prehistoric 190800 729300 

1365 Clachadow, Glen Lonan Prehistoric 194400 727800 

1366 An Dun, Glenamachrie / Clenamacrie Prehistoric 192860 728360 

1368 Clachadow Prehistoric 194460 727410 

1370 Strontoiller / Strontoiller 1 Prehistoric 190778 728950 
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WoSaS Pin Name Period Easting Northing 

1373 Dun Iadain / Kilbride Prehistoric 191120 724040 

1374 Dalnacabeg / Dalnacabaig Prehistoric 190000 724290 

69124 Cleigh Mill Prehistoric 188118 725624 

69124 Cleigh Mill Prehistoric 188123 725643 

94503 Loch Nell Fourth Crannog Prehistoric 188172 726646 

1372 Tom na Croise, Glenamachrie Early Medieval 192355 728690 

1087 Rubha na Moine, Loch Nell Medieval 189810 728070 

1151 Kilmore, St Bean's Church Medieval 188700 724960 

1355 An Coinneachan / Cleigh na h-Annait Medieval 190900 728250 

68768 Clachadow Medieval 194733 727686 

69068 Clachadubh Medieval 193956 727770 

14713 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190448 727819 

14713 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190362 727820 

14713 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190428 727784 

14713 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190367 727795 

14713 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190416 727784 

14714 Torr-an-Tuirc Post-medieval 190357 727759 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194692 727429 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194713 727405 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194752 727383 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194746 727393 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194688 727381 

14715 Clachadow Post-medieval 194763 727386 

14716 Clachadow Post-medieval 194750 727450 

14717 Corr Chnoc Post-medieval 190530 726960 
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WoSaS Pin Name Period Easting Northing 

91429 Glen Feochan Post-medieval 190693 724095 

96907 Barncarry Post-medieval 188480 725900 

67745 Eas an Eirinnich 19th Century 188492 725938 

67746 Eas an Eirinnich 19th Century 188559 725983 

67747 Eas an Eirinnich 19th Century 188608 726026 

72673 Kilmore House 19th Century 187967 725268 

88455 
Kilmore, Cleigh House, Oban Royal Navy 'y' Intercept 
Listening Station Modern 188080 725930 

89920 Dalnacabaig Modern 190248 724262 

1086 Cleigh Undated 187800 725700 

1110 Kilmore Bridge Undated 188200 725600 

11771 Loch Nell Undated 187940 727420 

11772 Sron Mhor Undated 188510 725450 

11774 Moleigh Undated 187640 726420 

12986 Eas Dubh Undated 194140 728240 

1351 Glenamachrie Undated 192330 728590 

1353 Tom a'Mhuilinn / Torr-an-Tuirc Undated 190290 727630 

1364 Torinturk Undated 191400 728200 

1377 Kilbride Undated 191760 724390 

1382 Kilbride Undated 191620 724490 

14719 Glenamarchrie Undated 191430 728760 

14795 Clachadow Undated 195086 727507 

14837 Strontoiller Undated 190790 729180 

14838 Cabrachan Undated 190150 727650 

14839 Glenamacrie / Clenamacrie Undated 192394 728534 

14863 Dun Iadain Undated 191050 724150 
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WoSaS Pin Name Period Easting Northing 

14864 Feochan Burn Undated 191909 724127 

44325 Killiechoinich Undated 188500 727600 

44329 Cleigh Undated 187900 725700 

44373 Dalineun Undated 188310 726210 

44508 Kilmore Farm Undated 188700 724900 

55601 Kilmore Undated 188370 725660 

55602 Invercairn Undated 188190 725010 

62669 Dalnacabaig Undated 190569 724094 

63173 Clachadow Undated 194265 727676 

68767 Glenamachrie Undated 192540 728220 

68769 Clachadow Undated 194651 727478 

68807 Clachadubh Undated 194946 728260 

68964 Clachadubh Undated 195688 727859 

68965 Clachadubh Undated 195570 727725 

68966 Clachadubh Undated 194866 727999 

68967 Clachadubh Undated 194805 727946 

69064 Clachadubh Undated 193857 727943 

69065 Clachadubh Undated 193896 727860 

69066 Clachadubh Undated 193985 727730 

69067 Clachadubh Undated 193956 727777 

69126 Cleigh Mill Undated 188152 725609 

94502 Kilmore Undated 188096 726939 

94654 Lochnell Lodge Undated 188107 726929 

97753 Ballygowan Undated 189500 728500 

97922 Glenfeochan Undated 188736 724830 
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